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PREFACE. 



The Plymouth Church Congress, though falling short in point of 
the numbers attending, may be considered at least as successful 
as any of those which preceded it. 

The decreased attendance may be attributed to the distance of 
the town in which it was held from the great centres of popula- 
tion, ther lateness of the season, and the setting in of inclement 
weather. The meeting attracted much attention from those out- 
side the Church, and its proceedings were reported by the secular 
press with a fulness which Church Congresses have not hitherto 
experienced. 

Perhaps on few previous occasions were so many persons 
brought under the influence of a Congress as at Plymouth. In the 
churches (especially at St. Andrew's and St. James the Less, where 
special sermons by weU-known clergymen were preached) large 
congregations gathered every evening, and the subsidiary and 
working men's meetings attracted larg6 nimibers. Altogether it 
was calculated that between five and six thousand persons were 
daily addressed in various ways by distinguished and able mem- 
bers of the Congress. 

The working men's meetings at Plymouth and Devonport were 
particularly interesting. The speakers were Archdeacon Eeichel, 
Prebendary "W. E. Clark, the late Eev. T. Hugo, Canon MiUer, 
Earl Nelson, Mr. J. S. Powell, Eev. E. Maguire, Mr. Mark Klnowles, 
Archdeacon Emery, and the Bishop of Trinidad. 

The general opinion of the proceedings of the Congress — an 
opinion endorsed by the Eight Eev. President — ^was, that while 
there was no lack of free speech^ the Congress was the most quiet, 
orderly, charitable, and tolerant ever held. 

Abundant hospitality was extended to visitors, and it is very 
pleasing to be able to say that Nonconformists rivalled Churchmen 
in welcoming and entertaining strangers. 
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VI Preface, 

The receipts, although not large, were sufficient to cover the 
expenses, and there was no necessity for resortiog to the guarantee 
fund of £1000 which had been provided. 

Less than this the Committee cannot say, if only in justifica- 
tion of having invited the Congress to visit a town a hundred nules 
further west than any other place of meetiog. They take no 
credit for the happy results, but give to God the praise, and 
humbly thank Him for the success which attended their labours. 

The Committee very much regret that, in consequence of a 
misapprehension, the sermon of Canon Miller's, in the Parish 
Church of Stoke Damerel, and his address on the afternoon of 
Thursday, October 5, cannot be included id this Eeport 

While writing this Preface, tidings of the death of one who took 
a prominent part in two of the meetings of the Congress reach us. 
No one who attended the working men's meeting a;t Devonport 
will forget the earnestness and eloquence with which the Eev. 
Thomas Hugo denounced the sin of cruelty to the brute creation, 
and pleaded the cause of dumb animals, or the deep impression his 
speech made ; nor will those who were present on the Thursday 
afternoon in the Congress HaU, at the discussion on " The best 
Means to be adopted for the Eecovery of Classes alienated fit)m 
the Church," fail to recall with what stirring words he roused the 
large audience to enthusiasm, as he pointed out, in happily-turned 
sentences, that the solution of the question was to be found in the 
words of our Lord, " Go ye into the world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature ;" and, going on to show that if the people would 
not go to the Church the Church must go to them, advocated out- 
door preachiag as an important means of winning souls to Christ. 
As a Devonshire man, this slight mention of him is due from us. 
He died in harness, and with the words "Salvation, salvation, 
salvation!" on his lips, the spirit of the latest vicar of West 
Hackney entered into rest. 

Epiphany of our Lord, 
1877. 
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CHURCH CONGRESS, 1876. 

^ 

SIXTEENTH ANNUAL CONGEESS 

HELD AT PLYMOUTH, 
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RULES OP PROCEEDING. 



1. The Meetings of the Congress will be opened with Prayer and a Hymn, and closed 
with a Hymn and the Benediction. 

2. After the papers and addresses of the appointed readers and speakers, there will 
be a free and open debate, nnder the following regulations : 

a. None but members of the Church of England, or of Churches in communion with 
lier, will be allowed to address the Congress, and no person will be permitted to «pe&k. 
-twice on the same subject. 

6. All questions of order of proceedings will be in the discretion of the President or 
Presiding Chairman, whose decision will be finaL 

c. Any person desirous of addressing the Congress on the subject before the meeting 
must give nis card to the Secretary in attendance, and await the call of the Chairman. 

d. Every speaker shall address the Chair only, confine himself strictly to the subject 
under discussion, and cease when time is called. 

e. The time allowed to each speaker will not be more than ten minutes. 
/. No question arising out of any paper or subject will be put to the vote. 



The Committee earnestly appeal to the audience to abstain from any undue esqiression of 
approval or disapproval, . 



PRAYERS. 

(At each Meeting of tJie Congress,) 

LET us PRAT. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have m^rcy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have m/ercy upon us. 

Our Father, which art in heaven. Hal- 
lowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
sive them that trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us 
from evil : for Thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Am^n. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be 
open, aU desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of Thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love Thee, 
and worthily magnify Thy Holy Name : 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Am^n. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose 
Spirit the whole body of the Church is 
governed and sanctified ; receive our sup- 
plications and prayers which we offer 
before Thee for all estates of men in Thy 
Holy Church, that every member of the 
«ame, in his vocation and ministry, may 
truly and godly serve Thee ; through our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Am^en. 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech Thee, that 
the course of this world may bo so peace- 
ably ordered by Thy governance, that Thy 
Church may joyfully serve Thee in all 
godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 



O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, our only Saviour, the Prince of 
Peace, give us grace seriously to lay to 
heart the great dangers we are in by our 
unhappy cUvirions. Take away all hatred 
and prejudice, and whatever else may 
hinder us from godly union and concord ; 
that as there is but one Body and one 
Spirit, and one hope of our calling, one 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, and one 
God and Father of us all, so may we hence- 
forth be all of one heart and of one soul, 
united in one holy bond of Truth and 
Peace, of Faith and Charity, and may 
with one mind and one mouth glorify 
Thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Am£n, 

Almighty God, the Giver of all good 
Tts, vouchsafe Thy blessing to the 
Lurch Congress at this time here as- 
sembled. Guide and govern the minds of 
its members, so that all things may be 
ordered for the increase of its usefulness, 
and for the edification of Thy Church. 
Give a large measure of Thy Holy Spirit 
to those who are called to tiUce a part in 
its discussions — to Thy servant the pre- 
siding Bishop, and to all the Clergy and 
Laity who are met together under him. 
Control all unruly wills and affections, and 
take away from us whatever may hinder 
us from godly union and concord. O 
Lord, may Thy grace prevent and follow 
us in all we undertake for Thee, and 
make us continually to bring forth the 
fruit of good works, that by Thee we may 
be ^lenteously rewarded; through Jesus 
Chnst our Lord. Am.en, 



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us idl evermore. 
Am^en, 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Hymns. 



XI 



HYMNS, 
1. 

COME, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire ; 
Thou the anointing Spirit art. 
Who dost Thy sevenfold gifts impart. 

Thy blessM unction from above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love ; 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dulness of our blinded sight. 

Anoint and cheer our soildd face 
"With the abundance of Thy grace ; 
^ep far our foes, give peace at home ; 
Where Thou art Guide no ill can come. 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
jAiid Thee, of Both, to be but One; 
That through the ages all along 
This may be our endless song — 

Praise to Thy eternal merit. 

Father, Son, and Holy Spuit. Amen. 



THE Church's one foundation 

Is Jesus' Christ her Lord ; 
She is His new creation 

By water and the Word ; 
From heaven He came, and sought her 

To be His holy Bride ; 
With His own blood He bought her. 

And for her life He died. 

Elect from every nation. 

Yet one o'er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation 

One Lord, one Faith, one Birth, 
One Holy Name she blesses, 

Partakes one Holy Food, 
And to one hope she presses 

With every grace endued. 

Though -^th a scornful wonder 

Men see her sore opprest. 
By schisms rent asunder. 

By heresies distrest. 
Yet saints their watch are keeping. 

Their cry goes up, " How long?" 
And soon the night of weeping 

Shall be the morn of song. 

'Mid toil and tribulation, 

And tumult of her war. 
She waits the consummation 

Of ^eace for evermore ; 
Till with the vision glorious 

Her longing eyes are blest. 
And the great Church victorious 

Shall be the Church at rest. 

Yet she on earth hath union 

With God the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion 

With those whose rest is won : 
O happy ones and holy I 

.J*ro, give us grace that we, 
Like them, the meek and lowly, 

On high may dwell with Thee. Amen. 



THINE for ever ! God of love 
Hear us from Thy throne above ; * 
Thine for ever may we be 
Here and in eternity. 

Thine for ever ! Lord of life. 
Shield us through our earthly strife : 
Thou the Life, the Truth, the Way, 
Guide us to the realms of day. 
Thine for ever I oh how blest 
They who find in Thee their rest ! 
Saviour, Guardian, Heavenly Friend, 
Oh defend us to the end ! 

Thine for ever I Saviour, keep 

Us, Thy frail and trembling sheep ; 

Safe alone beneath Thy care, 

Let us all Thy goodness share. . 

Thine for ever ! Thou our Guide, 

All our wants by Thee supplied. 

All our sins by Thee forgiven, 

Lead us,Lord,f rem earth to heaven. Amen. 



JESUS calls us ! o'er the tumult 

Of our life's wild restless sea 
Day by day His sweet voice soundeth, 

Saying, " Christian, follow Me : " 
As of old Saint Andrew heard it 

By the Galilean lake. 
Turned from home, and toil, and kindred. 

Leaving all for His dear sake. 

Jesus calls us from the worship 

Of the vain world's golden store, 
From each idol that would keep us, 

Saying, "Christian, love Me more." 
In our joys and in our sorrows, / ■ 

Days of toil and hours of ease. 
Still He calls, in cares and pleasures. 

That we love Him more than these. 
Jesus calls us ! by Thy mercies. 

Saviour, make us hear Thy call. 
Give our hearts to Thine obedience. 

Serve and love Thee best of all. Amen. 



O GOD, our help in ages past. 
Our hope for years to come. 

Our shelter from the stormy blast. 
And our eternal home. 

Beneath the shadow of Thy Throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure ; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone. 
And our defence is sure. 

Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame. 

From everlasting Thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 

A thousand ages in Thy sight 

Are like an evening gone. 
Short as the watch that ends the night 

Before the rising sun. 
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Time, like an ever-rolling stream. 

Bears all its sons away ; 
The^ fljr forgotten, as a dream 

Dies at the opening day. 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Onr hope for years to come, 

Be thou our guard while troubles last, 
And our eternal home. Amen. 



OUB blest Bedeemer, ere He breathed 

His tender last farewell 
A Guide, a Comforter, bequeathed 

With us to dwell. 
He came sweet influence to impart, 

A gracious, willing Guest, 
While He can find one humble heart 

Wherein to rest. 
And His that gentle voice we hear, 

Soft as the breath of even. 
That checks each fault, that calms eachf ear, 

And speaks of heaven. 
And every virtue we possess. 

And every conquest won, 
And every thought of holiness, 

Are His alone. 
Spirit of purity and grace. 

Our weakness, pitying, see : 
O make our hearts Thy dwelling-place 

And worthier Thee. Amen. 

7. 
AS with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold — 
As with joy they hailed its light. 
Leading onward, beaming bright. 
So, most gracious Lord, may we 
Evermore be led to Thee. 
As with joyful steps they sped, 
Saviour, to Thy lowly bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Thee, whom heaven and earth adore, 
So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek the mercy-seat. 
As they offered gifts most rare 
At Thy cradle, rude an4 bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure and free from sin's alloy. 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 
Holy Jesus, every day 
Keep us in the narrow way, 
And when earthly things are past. 
Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

In the heavenly country bright 
Need they no created light : 
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, 
Thou its Sun, which goes not down ; 
There for ever may we sing 
Alleluias to our King. Amen. 

8. 
LOBD, her watch Thy Church is keeping ; 

When shall earth Thy rule obey? 
When shall end the night of weeping ? 

When shall break the promised day ? 
See the whitening harvest languish. 

Waiting still the labourers' toil ; 



Was it vain. Thy Son's deep angoish ? 

Shall the strong retain the spoil? 
Tidings, sent to every creature, 

Mimons yet have never heard : 
Can they hear without a preacher ? 
Lord Almighty, give the Word : 
Give the Word ; in every nation 
Let the gospel-trumpet sound. 
Witnessing a world's salvation 

To the earth's remotest bound. 
Then the end : Thy Church completed. 

All Thy chosen gathered in. 
With their King in glory seated, 

Satan bound, and banished sin ; 
Gone for ever parting, weeping, 
. Hunger, sorrow, death, and pain ; 
Lo ! her watch Thy Church is keeping ; 
Come, Lord Jesus, come to reign. 

Amen. 
9. 
GLOBIOUS things of thee are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God ! 
He, whose word cannot be broken. 
Formed thee for His own abode. 
On the Bock of Ages founded. 

What can shake thy sure repose ? 
With salvation's walls surrounded. 
Thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 
See the stream of living waters. 



Springing from eternal love, ^ 
"^ill supplv \\ 
And all fear of want remove. 



Wifi supplv thy sons and daughters, 



Who can faint while such a river 

Ever flows their thirst t' assuage ? 
Grace which, like the Lord the giver, 

Never fails from age to age. 
Blest inhabitants of Zion, 

Washed in the Bedeemer's blood ! 
Jesus, whom their souls rely on, 

Makes them kings and priests to God. 
'Tis His love His people raises 
Over self to reign as kings ; 
And as priests His solemn praises 
Each for a thank-offering brings. 

Amen. 
10. 
YE servants of the Lord, 
Each in his office, wait. 
Observant of His heavenly Word, 
And watchful at His gate. 
Let all your lamps be bright, 
And trim the golden flame ; 
Gird up your loins as in His sight. 
For awful is His name. 
Watch ! 'tis your Lord's command. 
And while we speak He's near ; 
Mark the first signal of His hand, 
And ready all appear. 
Oh, happy servant he, 
In such a posture found ! 
He shall his Lord with rapture see. 
And be with honour crowned. 
Christ shall the banquet spread 
With His own royal hand. 
And raise that faithful servant's head 
Amid the Angelic band. 
All glory, Lord, to Thee 
Whom heaven and earth adore. 
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
One God for evermore* Amei 
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THE SERMON 



BT THB 



EIGHT EEV. THE LOED BISHOP OF WINCHESTER 



^'Asthd body is one, and'faath many members, and iall>th»- members of that one 
body, being many, are one body; so also is Cbrist.? — i Cob. xii. 12. 

A SPECIAL interest attaches to the First Epistle to the Corinthians. 
Its authorship is undoubted by many who doubt almost every- 
thing. It is perhaps the earliest of the longer worts of the New 
Testament, probably written before the gosp,eIs^,and before any of 
the epistles except the two short epistles to the Church of Thes- 
salonica. Corinth was a most important city; in its position 
almost the key to Greece and Italy, in its character, wealthy, busy, 
intelligent, but luxurious and dissolute. A Christfan Church ^^as 
early planted in it, Divine wisdom having doubtless chosen it as a 
fitting centre for more distant. labours. But from. the soil in which 
it was planted,, it was likely to be troubled from within and from 
without. We find it even in those early days harassed by false 
doctrine,, corrupt and siiiful practices, and internal dissensions. 
But from all these we derive useful lessons.;, for they gave occasion 
to the apostle to expound the great Christian .truths more fully, to 
insist on purity of practice in. the Church, and. on purity of life in 
the Christian, to plead earnestly for Christian: union, and to warn 
against the evils of schism and self-will.'. Directly, therefore, or 
incidentally, the epistle brings out in" vivid,, bold relief, (i) great 
Christian doctrine,, signally on the atoning sacrifice, on the greatest 
of the Christian sacraments, on. the union of the soul with Christ 
and God, on the resurrection of Christ, and of Christians after Him ; 
(2) the purest Christian morality ;, (3) the office of Christ's minis- 
ters, and their relationto His people ; ('4) the general principles 
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4 The Sermon. 

of public worship and public order ; (5) the great evil of schisms 
in the church, and the duty and blessing of Christian unity. 

The Epistles to Timothy and Titus, which were probably the last 
of St. Paul's writings, show us the Church rapidly acquiring a 
settled constitution, an orderly ministry, a perfect organisation. 
The Epistles to the Corinthians exhibit it in its earliest and 
rudest condition; scarcely a settled Church at all, rather a simple 
mission, just planted, in a state of scdvition or of unmoulded wax, at 
which the great apostle, its founder and first bishop, was labour- 
ing that he might form it into a compact and perfect Church, fitted 
for serving God and saving men. 

Our Lord had taught that He was the Vine and ,that His 
people were the branches, St. Paul's favourite illustration was 
drawn &om the 'human body, Hke the famous fable of Menenius 
Agrippa — Christ being the Head, each single Christian being a 
member — all one in Christ. Other iflustrations he uses too, 
as that of a greatbuildingon one sure Foundatiou, built up pf 
living stones, a Temple in which God dwells through the Spirit : 
but the figure to whitjh he -returns again and again is — the Head 
Christ, the body thee Church, each Claristian a. separate limb, but 
each a part of, inseparably one with the whole body, instinct with 
life from the ever living Head. 

All Christian doctrine, as handled by St. Paul, centres in, and 
circulates round this. And if the illustration be sound, and the 
teaching contained in it true:; well may. all other truth, as con- 
cerns man's relation to God and God's relation to man, spring from 
it and live in it. Our blessed Lord prays in that most blessed 
prayer of His, that His people may be <5ne, even as the Father is 
one in Him and He in His Father, that so they may be one in the 
JPather anc} the Son. We fed. almost abashed, ashamed, alarmed, 
to carry out the thought. Cbriet, one with His Father in ever- 
lasting Godhead; God, one with man in incarnate Godhead ; man, 
redeemed and regenerated, ^ne with Christ, and so united to God, to 
the manhood and thus to th<e Godhead of Christ, and even to the 
Godhead of the Eternal Father. "We hardly dare to lift the veil 
from a mystery so deep and yet so blessed. But it is from this 
mystery unveiled that all Christian truth proceeds. 

It is from this surely, this mystical, spiritual, but most real 
union of the Church, of each Christian soul, nay, in its degree, of 
all redeemed mankind with Christ, that the doctrine of atoning 
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sacrifice ceases to be unintelligible. No mere legal fiction, by 
which that is imputed which does not exist ; no forcible arresting 
of the hand of justice unwillingly appeased ; rather the Sinless 
united to the sinful, drawing all the sinfulness to Himself, 
exhausting its power, expiating its guilt, and then communicating 
His own unspotted righteousness to His whole body and to each 
living member therein. So in the bold, perhaps the too bold 
words of Luther, ** Christ became the one sinner," because He took 
up the sin from His whole body mystical, and then consumed it in 
that fire of love, which burned in the unconsumable^the everliving 
Head. Touching the leprous humanity He drove away its leprosy ; 
but the touch could not defile Hii^ with- its foulness, though it 
deeply wounded Him with its suffering. 

So again, not only is it true that the- body, having inflicted on 
the Head temporal death, draws from) it eternal life; but we 
know that the Church shares with Christ Hisr- very offices of 
work, and honour, and love. 

Is He a Prophet ? no one^ doubts that the Church has prophetic 
functions and a prophetic mission ;: prophesying in sackcloth and 
ashes, till its Lord shall come.. 

Is He Priest and King ? He baa made us also ''to be kings aaid 
priests unto God and His Father; " has made His Church '* a royal 
priesthood, as well as a holy nation? and a peculiar (purchased) 
people" (i Pet, il 9). 

Let us pass speedily over points of controversy, when we speak 
of bonds of union. Yet unity can be safe only when it is unity 
in the truth. There are who tell us now, that even Christ Him- 
self was no true priest, and so also no true sacrifice ; inasmuch as 
the bloody sacrifices of heathen superstition and Jewish ritual 
have no place in the gospel of Christian love. Yet the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, whether it were the work of an apostle or of 
some less eminent, even some less inspired divine, whichever it 
be, it witnesses with unmistakable clearness, to the belief at 
least of the first Christian antiquity in an atoning Sacrifice, of 
which all Jewish offerings were imperfect shadows and typical 
prophecies. Written, as we believe it to have been, by an apostle 
of Christ, it may be called, *'The Gospel of the Priesthood.'* 
From first to last it compares the imperfect priesthood of Aaron 
with the perfect priesthood of the true Melchizedek, the King of 
righteousness, the King of peace ; a priesthood, not heathen as 
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though God were implacable and could only be moved to mercy 
by blood, but eminently Christian, as developing the union of 
great Christian truths, of holiness, of sin, and of love. It is in 
vain to reject the mystery of sin, and therefore of righteousness 
and of judgment. It confronts us in the world, in the Bible, ia 
the consciende. 'It involves our race and each member of it in an 
inextricable necessity; it fovia the mfultitudinous sea of human 
nature with its filthiness; and He only who "took upon Him 
manhood to deliver it** {"-qui adliberandum auscepit hominem!* 
Te Deum), could untie the tangled knot, and cleanse the sullied 
stream, oflTering up Self and with His own blessed Self all redeemed 
humanity in oneindth Qim, a sacrifiQC and eSering of sweet savour 
' to Grod, rescuing that which by sin -was forfeit to»the spirit of evil, 
and consecrating it by the sprinkling of His own 'Blood to be a 
Temple of God, and no more a synagogue of Satan. 

And if the Saviour be indeed « feiest — " the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession " — then surely is His Church a priesthood 
too, " an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God " (i Pet. ii. -5). Indeed, His Church cannet repeat Christ's 
sacrifice, nor can it give of its own in sacrifice except as it receives ; 
but it can, and it does, offer sacrifice of prayer, and praise, and 
self-devotion, and thankful alms ; and it pleads, and by pleading 
continually presents a greater sacrifice, not its own, and yet its 
own — ^its own by no original possession, its own by inherent right 
of iinion with the Lamb of God, with the High Priest of God. 
And so, too, as a holy *priesthood, the Church is ever pleading for 
the world, the world to which it prophesies ; and as it intercedes, 
so it offers up the world converted in sacrifice to (Jod ; * and so, too, 
it blesses the world from God in Christ. 

No one will doubt that Christ, Prophet and Priest, is also King ; 
and even His royalty He shares with His Church. It is a "royal 
priesthood." The apostles were " in the regeneration," in the world 
to be regenerated by the gospel and the faith, to " sit upon twelve 
thrones." And as the apostles, and from them the ministers of 
Christ, were, and still are, under Christ to rule the Church, " to 
judge the twelve tribes of Israel ; " so the Church itself is to rule 
the world, not by the iron rule of woridly policy, not by taking 
the sword which they who take shall perish by the sword, but by 
the word of righteousness, of truth, of love, and of peace ; till, in 
* See Rom. xt. 16, in the Greek, or in Dean Alford'i translation. 
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the fulness of time, He shall come Whose is the government, the 
kingdoms of this world shall hecome the kingdoms of our God, and 
of His Christ ; and He shall rule, and His Church shall rule with 
Him, and He shall be acknowledged King of kings and Lord of 
lords, and He shall reign for ever and ever. 

But all this, all this work of Christ, all this work of His Church 
with Him and in Him, points to that on which St. Paul dwells so 
long and so lovingly — ^the unity, and the united action of Christians 
with Christ, of Christians with Christians. Is it not true, that if 
Christ is to us, as we know He is, God manifested, and Man mani- 
fested in ideal perfection, and the great Prophet, the great Priest, 
the great Sacrifice, the great King ; as He is embodied holiness 
and embodied love ; so is He, too, embodied, ideal, typical, unity 
and peace? And if His Church shares not only His prophetic 
authority, but even His priesthood and His kingdom ; is she not 
privileged, too, to share His unity? And can she rest satisfied 
with disorganised, scattered — I had almost said selfish, self-seek- 
ing isolation in her work for Him and for the world ? 

So it is evident that the apostle laboured, not only to plant the 
faith and to water the faith, to lay the foundation and to edify the 
building, but continually to bind it all in one, and to save it from 
all discord, and rents, and fissures. 

Now the method which he pursued was plainly this. He first 
laid firmly the foundation of faith ; then he pressed the duty of 
tolerating large diversity of practice, and even of belief in matters 
not essential, of never breaking the visible unity of the Church 
because of separate Shibboleths or from choice of different teachers ; 
and lastly, he laboured at a simple but efficient organisation 
of the whole body, lest looseness of texture and laxity of discipline 
should lead to defection from the faith, or to disunion and disintegrar 
tion. The power with which this was done is plain, from that to 
which I have referred already. The interval of time between St 
Paul's first and his last epistles must have been very small. The 
2d Epistle to Timothy was written within ten years fix)m the 
writing of the ist to the Corinthians. Yet, in this short space of 
time, the Church, which at Corinth about a.d. 57 was in a state 
of almost chaotic rudeness, had at Ephesus, by the year 65, 
assumed a form of almost perfect organisation. It had priests, 
and deacons, and deaconesses, with Timothy ruling at their head ; 
call him, if you will, but an accredited delegate of St. Paul, 
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a yicar apostolic ; or call him, as all Chiistiaii antiquity called him, 
the ficst Bishop of Ephesns ; in any case, St Paul had provided 
that before his own departure^ that Church, evidently but an 
example of other chnrches, should have the perfect framework of 
apostolic government and apostolic discipline^ St. Paul, under 
Divine guidance, taught perhaps directly by the word of Christ, 
or inspired with true instinctive wisdom by the Spirit of God, and 
acting, doubtless, in concert with the apostles who were in Christ 
before him, oiganised with a power probably never known before, 
probably never rivalled since. It is true that this rapid progress 
of Church organisation has been allied as an argument against 
the genuineness of St. Paul's later epistlea This is not the time 
nor place to aigue this ; it has been aigued by others in our own 
age and nation, and that^ thoroughly, efficiently, and conclusively. 
But, if it does not disprove the authenticity of the documents, 
it surely does prove the earnest zeal and the consummate skill 
(may we not say the inspired wisdom ?) with which the apostles 
worked out the constitution of the Christian Church. It argues, 
too, the extreme importance which they attached to that constitu- 
tion, and to its speedy and fiill development. 

For about two centuries and a half, in Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
the Church, retained that organisation just as the apostles left it. 
It was simple, but effectual. It was a great confederated state 
-under an universal spiritual Head. Each unit in the confederation 
had its own head, subject only to the one great King of alL Yet 
that head was representative, elected by clergy and people, 
possessing their confidence, but not liable to be deposed by their 
caprices. The limitation to his power was partly perhaps in the 
assembly of cleigy and laity, which he could draw around him if 
he chose ; but more effectively in the synod of bishops, to which 
appeal i^as both legitimate and periodical. It was not unnatural 
that Christians, spreading everywhere among heathen persecutors 
and finding the power of the compact empire ever directed against 
them, should have been tempted to copy the civil organisation, and 
that even increasingly, when from having been persecuted by, they 
found themselves in alliance with the secular government. We 
may believe that organisation, taught by Christ Himself, and 
carried out afterwards by His apostles, became, from their 
example, a religious instinct in the Church. By degrees, then, 
the simple primus or president of the bishops of a province became 
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the metropolitan, and then there grew up, not only bishops of 
bishops, but metropolitans of metropolitans, and the Patriarchates 
assumed the form of separate, alas ! very soon of rival monarchies. 
Excess of oi^anisation disorganised the Church. Very possibly, 
very certainly, the power of the patrimrehs, especially of 
the great patriarch of Borne, was «sefully opposed to the iron 
grinding tyranny of empeiors and feudal barons,, and feudal 
suzerains. But it was a power derived from imitation of earthly 
powers ; its metal was of earthly temper^ it came net from the 
armoury of God. It was designed fov the cementing of unity ; it 
has issued in a disunion, widespiead,. deep, enduving,. to all human 
hope hopeless and incurable. 

Why is it that we, brethren^ whose boast it ie^ that we have 
thrown off all usurped authority and have returned to primitive 
doctrine and primitive discipline and priiuitive government, have 
so failed of attaimng to primitive unity ? Why is it, that not only 
can we see no way to reunite scattered Chiistendom in one, but 
that in our own land we are split i&to sections at which Europe 
points the finger of scovn, and that th« ancient Church of our 
nation, unbroken in apostolic descent and restored to apostolic 
simplicity, can find no bond of union to keep even her own people 
of one voice or of 0D«e heart. It is not that we have no foundation 
truth on which to rest ; it is not that our communion is exclusive 
and sectarian ; it is not that we have no zeal^ nev learning, nor 
piety, in our clergy or our laity. It is surely that our organisation 
is so defective, and our appreciation of its value so small. Every, 
body of Christians, which has made successful progress and held 
enduring sway, has done do by virtue of close organic machinery. 
Witness that ufnion of most skilful ecclesiastical development 
with a system of doctrine which demands unlimited submission of 
reason and religion, invented and elaborated by the rare genius of 
Calvin. Witness that Method, which has given name to the most 
prosperous, the most vigorous, the most likely to be lasting, of all 
the sects into which, alas ! the nonconformists ef this nation have 
split off from ourselves. But we have rested too long and too 
exclusively on an organisation,. whie& b» partly at least external to 
us, and so have missed th^ power within ourselves. Doubtless 
from earliest times in Englandv Chureh and nation were one. 
Originally the Church organised the State. We are but slowly 
awakening to the apprehension that possibly one day their organi* 
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sations may become distinct, if not antagonistic. Our very loyalty 
to a great principle has paralysed our will to set our house ia 
order, and to be ready for every danger. And so, if one of those 
sudden changes of purpose, which from time to time come over 
the counsels of a people, should snap the silken cord which has 
bound, for at least twelve centuries, England's church and nation 
in one, it is believed, perhaps, not without reason, that the cord 
which binds churchman to their Church, would prove to be indeed 
only a rope of sand. 

These Congresses, which for fifteen years have met firom year to 
year, do something, we may hope, to gather and to educate us. 
Diocesan Conferences do better still, joining clergy with] clergy, 
and laity with laity, teaching forbearance, and training in united 
counsel and common work. Yet is it not true that private opinion 
and self-will rule among us still, as perhaps they seldom have 
ruled before in any Church, or amongst any Christian worshippers? 

There are those who will not yield their own opinion where no 
State authority can enforce submission ; there are those who will 
not yield because State authority would enforce submission ; there 
are those who live alone in their own thoughts, or in the still 
greater isolation of narrow circles, and care nothing for the body 
of Christ, so it looks not as their own fancy has painted it, or 
their own little school has willed it. And so it is that much zeal 
and much knowledge, and even many prayers are wasted, because 
what should be as the united tramp of one vast army marching 
at its King's command, is lost in the busy hubbub of separate steps, 
hurrying here and there, like the bewildered wandering of a swarm, 
of bees which has lost its leader and is flying confusedly in the 
face of death. 

And yet this Church of ours is the most precious heritage 
which a bountiful Grod has given to the most prosperous of earthly 
lands. To it we owe, under Him, our temporal, even as our 
spiritual blessings. It has been hailed by men alien to its com- 
munion as the best hope (humanly speaking, the one hope) 
of reuniting the fragments of scattered Christendom, a people 
'^ scattered and peeled " for now eight hundred years and more. 
The Church is indeed Catholic, yet not Soman ; ancient, without 
the rust of ages ; orthodox, but not mummy-like and immovable ; 
reformed, but not schismatical nor hereticab Her one great want 
is of that organic unity and that loyal devotion from her children. 
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which have given strength and permanence to other forms of 
truth, and to many forms of error. 

Suffer me to say to you, brethren, that it is now the first duty 
of churchmen to aim at this. Be it that the English Church is 
yet imperfect. We have inherited it as it is, divine as an ordinance 
of God, but imperfect as administered by man. It can be destroyed ; 
but it never €aa be mended, except by loyal united work 
within it. You can q«.iddy subvert it, if you will ; and then "to 
whom shall we goi" If yeu would retain and perfect it, you 
must labour imder it The stronger you make it by loyalty and 
obedience to it, the more likely it is to grow, not in strength only, 
but in purity, and dignity^ and reverence, and honour. The stronger 
you make it, the more able wiU it be to mediate between east and 
west, between ^reformed and unreformed, and to Join all together 
in one. But if we wiU not serve it, till we can first master it ; if 
we will liot obey it, till we h^^e first kent it to our will ; if, instead 
of lovingly labouring to build it up to perfection, we heedlessly 
rend and even arase it, in hope to re-edify it ; its pillars may 
perhaps fall before the shoulders which weigh upon them, but the 
ruin will ceatry with it all 4ihat oven we ourselves hold dearest 
and best. 

It is simply imposslMe that all men should think exactly alike. 
Enforcement of wooden uniformity is, thorefore, the destruction of 
true unity. But we *can tolerate variety, and yet work ut one 
common work. And if, by aU the efforts of Congresses, and 
Synods, and Conferences, English churchmen can teach this lesson 
to each' other, the English Church has still' a future, apparently 
grander, and whait is bettw, more humbly loyal to Christ, and 
more practically ^useful to onan, than 4Uiy vwhioh awaits kingdoms, 
or peoples, or nations, or languages. She may 'become the golden 
chain to join discordant sects and rival churches in one, and at 
last bind them aHl fast to tthe throne of vGod. 
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SIXTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THI 



CHUECH CONGEESS, 

HELD IN PLYMOUTH, 



TUESDAY AFTERNOON, z^ OCTOBER 1876: 

The Mayor of Plymouth (Mr. W. F, Moorb), addressing the 
President, said: — 

Kt Lord Bishop, on behalf off tl»e inhabitants -ef Flymonth wbo hare invited the Chnreli 
Congress to assemble here, I <offer yea the welcome which, I trust, is always ready for 
societies of this nature. It is no new thing, my Lord, for societies and associations of 
Tarions kinds to assemble in Plymouth, drawn together to this place, whether by the 
mtelligenoe or kindness of the inhabitants, or the attractions of tiiesnrronndiog scenery, or 
from any other cause, it is not for me to say ; but, I think I may say they have generally 
after their residence here departed with a recoUecttoa ^ pleasure derived from their visit 
With regard to this particular Congress, there are many, and I regret to say I have been 
amongst them, who have had some misgiidngs as to the benefit that must arise to the 
advance of true religion from these meetings; but^ I think I may judge most fiivourably 
from the disooursea which have introduced the Congress to this town, horn my Lord 
Plnnket, from Archdeacon Bmery, and to-day the very learned, eloquent, and beautifril 
discourse from the Lord Bishop of Winchester. If these are to be a type of the principles 
which are to govern your deliberations, and of the action, charity, and good-feeling, which 
will guide your debates, those misgivings will be considerably modified, if not altogether 
removed, by the presence of the Congress here; and I do trust, that when those who have 
done me the honour to accept an invitation to meet me on Friday evening shall assemble 
in this hall, there shall be but one shout of congratulation at the success of your meeting ; 
and that all that may be said will be not without its use and benefit to those who are 
within the pale of our Church, nor unacceptable to those who happen to be without that 
pale, whether they are our nonconformist brethren, or the large body of the working- 
classes, whom, I know, you and your friends would welcome within the pale of the Churoh 
with even more zest and fervour than I now welcome you to the town of Plymouth. I 
have now the honour to introduce the Lord Bishop of Exeter, and request him to take tbo 
chair, and preside over all the deliberations of this Congress. 
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The Kight Reverend the Lord Bishop of Exeter took his seat as 
President and delivered the following 



INAUGURA.L ADDRESS. 

My Brethren of the Clergy and Laity, — ^It seems to me very 
fitting, that, as it is the rale of tilis Congress, that wherever it meets, 
the Bishop of the diocese should be req^iested to preside over its 
deliberations, so an opportunity should be given tto him at the very 
commencement of the proceedings to say a few words, not only about 
the subjects that have been chosen for discussion, but also about the 
dangers which must inevitably attend all such Congresses as these, and 
about the purposes which such Congresses may be made to serve. 
-And I wish, therefore, to begin by pointing out to you two great 
dangers which are inherent in the very nature of such Congresses, in 
order that I may afterwards indicate what seems to me the right 
spirit in which our deliberations should be conducted, and to point out 
to you what we may hope, if we consider matters in such a spirit, to 
attain by our meeting here; There are,, it seems to me, two chief 
dangers which we must expect to encounter, and which it is therefore 
our duty ta be warned against and to provide against. One arises 
from the character of the Congress^ and the oth» from the mode of 
its composition. To speak of the last first, you must bear in mind 
that this is not a representative, but an open Congress; that' those 
who eome here are not required as a qualification for their attendance 
to possess learning or ability, or the confidence ef their feliows, or any 
appointment by their superiors. It is open to all members of the 
Church of England,, without exception, who are willing to attend, and 
to aU members of other churches that are in communion with us, and 
it is inevitable, therefore, that the prevailing characteristic of a Congress 
brought together in this way should be a certain particular kind of zeal, 
which zeal is of necessity no guarantee whatever either for wisdom, or 
thoughtfulness, or truth of convictions. We know that men may be 
very zealous, very honestly zealous, for that which has no basis in the 
truth at all,, and we know from the highest authority,, that even the 
greatest and most earnest zeal i^ consistent with a course that shall do 
the most serious mischief. What induces men to quit their homes, 
and their work, and come great distances perhaps, and to some even 
at an inconvenient expense ? It is, no doubt, a real zeal for God's 
service, but it is a zeal of a special kind, and unless it is carefully con- 
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trolled it may really do very serious harm. It may do harm in two 
very different ways, because it must be remembered that these zealous 
attendants are not always those to whom men of learning, or men of 
ability, or men of careful and laborious thought would desire to address 
themselves. Such men seek, no doubt, for S3rmpathetic hearers if 
they can obtain them, and often they are very glad of the opportunity 
of saying with their own voices what, perhaps, could not have quite 
the same effect if it were simply published for readers to read. Very 
often, indeed, such men would be glad of an audience that would 
attend to the conclusions at which they had arrived, but it is not 
probable that such men will be always ready to come forward if they 
find that there is not thought answering their thought, that patient 
consideration is not being bestowed upon the results of their study, 
but that what they say simply meets with immediate rejection, if it 
happens to be opposed to the popular opinion at the time in die meet- 
ing; or else is accepted by what, to thoughful men, is more painful than 
rejection — ^by tumultuous applause, which does not really imply that there 
is any depth, or any real grasp in those who thus applaud. This is one 
possible mischief, namely, that it may very well be that in such a Congress 
as this, the zeal which animates its members may deter men of ability and 
learning from appearing before them, or may at least diminisdi the num- 
ber of such men by excluding all those who feel that what they think or 
what they have to say will not be acceptable to those who have to listen. 
And as this is one possible mischief and a very serious one, so there is 
another; because it is impossible that strangers and those who do not 
attend the Congress should not in some degree regard it as the represen- 
tation of the Church of England ; and on the other hand it is quite impos- 
sible that it should be in the full sense any fair or real representation, 
because from the very nature of its composition it is not likely to 
attract that large body of quiet, conscientious, hard-working, earnest 
men who, although they are doing their duty in their own immediate 
neighbourhood, do not feel any call to join in such meetings as these, 
while yet they make up a very large part of the working body of the 
Church. It is quite impossible that such men as these should be 
represented in such proportions as they really exist: it is quite im- 
possible that this Congress should in that way contain what is by any 
means a fair aspect of the whole Church, and it is of course a serious 
danger lest it be said afterwards, " Look at the Congress of the Church 
of England, and see how the extreme men on one side, or extreme men 
on the other side, really make up the great body of the speakers and 
hearera" This is one of the dangers which arise from the composition 
of the Congress ; there is another which arises out of its nature, because 
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it is a Congress which possesses no power whatever. It ia simply to 
deliberate, to hear what is said, to interchange opinions ; and, of course, 
there is'alwajs of necessity a danger at such Congresses that of the three 
classes of workers, taking a division which, I suppose, is familiar to ail 
of you — thinkers, and sayers, and doers — the sayers shall have quite 
an undue preponderance, being no longer checked, as they are every- 
where else in the world, by the necessity of finding doers to execute 
what they propose, of bringing all their suggestions to the test of fact, 
of reducing all their theories to immediate practice ; and consequently 
we are always running the risk of niuch talk, and little besides talk, of 
being very much excited by propositions which cannot be executed, of 
being stirred by ideals which are not only impossible of attainment, 
but the search after which will n^t lead us in the true coarse \ and all 
because from the very nature of the case — ^inasmuch as we have not 
anything definite to do, or any power of doing it if we had — ^we are 
robbed of that perpetual test which in all great ijvrork always marks 
whether the sayer has a true thinker at his b^l)k, or whether he is 
simply the utterer of eloquent words with no thought beneath them. 
These are evils which must always attend such Congresses; and I 
assure you that they are very serious, that they cannot be put aside as . 
trifling matters, nor can we speak of them as if they did not require 
from us any careful consideration. But, as I have pointed out 
to you the dangers, so, too, I must go on to point out to you that 
the remedy for such dangers must be found in the Congresi^ 
itself. The members of the Congress must lay it on their consciences 
as an important duty that they will save us from such perils by 
their moderation of spirit, and by the practical nature of all that 
they say. For if any good results, are to be obtained from such 
Congresses as these, it is in proportion as men can be moderate 
and practical But if we can cultivate such a spirit, I think there is 
good reason for hoping that we shall attain useful results. There are 
two results, plainly, which ought to come out of such a Congress, and 
which we ought steadily to keep in view as the purposes for which we 
are come together. For in the first place it is quite evident that 
among all the practical problems which we have to solve in doing our 
work in the service ^of the Holy Catholic Church, there are very few, 
indeed, which will not very greatly benefit by the light that is thrown 
upon them in discussions conducted by various minds acquainted with 
various circumstances, and looking at matters from various points of 
view. There is no one of us, wherever his work may be cast, who may 
' not learn much by hearing what is thought by others who are engaged 
in the same kind of work. There is no one of us who cares for anything 
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which has to be done in the name of Christ who cannot benefit largely 
by the experience, the suggestions, the inspiration to be obtained from 
others who are engaged in the same way. And I have no doubt at 
all that such discussions will very often send a man back to his 
own neighbourhood able — whether he be a clergyman or a layman — to 
see his way in many instances where before he was perplexed. Often 
and often, although he cannot do precisely what was suggested, or copy 
what was described, he obtains hints and suggestions, he has thoughts 
called up within him, perhaps he knows not how, in consequence of 
what he has heard ; and he does his work better all his life afterwards. 
And as this is one great advantage that we may gain from such Con- 
gresses as these, so there is another which is obvious indeed, but on 
which we cannot lay too much stress — I mean that kindling of sym- 
pathy which, perhaps more than anything else, cheers a man to per- 
severe in difficult and sometimes unpleasant tasks ; that sympathy 
which carries us through many troubles and trials, which we all ow^ 
to one another, and for the kindling of which, we may say, the Church 
of Christ was set up here on earth. And now, if you will look at the 
programme of the subjects put down for discussion, you will see how 
the attempt has been made to give everything that practical character 
of which I spoke before. It is quite true, and we know it full well, 
that there are men who can only be kindled by the fact that they are 
to be engaged in controversy ; there are men whose hearts only warm 
when they feel they are engaged in conflict ; there are men who very 
often find that the ordinary commonplace round of duty is too dull to 
rouse their spirits, and who feel that they require, if they are to come 
together, something more stimulating than the consideration of how 
best they may follow St. Paul's rule, to know nothing "save Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified." But I am quite sure that if only we could fix 
our eyes, not upon matters of controversy, but upon the task that we 
have to fulfiil, if we could only think of the work that has to be done, 
and with all our energy give ourselves to that work, then, indeed, the 
kindling of sympathy which might be the result of such Congresses as 
these would be of the highest value to the whole Church. From my 
heart do I honour the man who is able to turn aside, often to turn 
aside in weariness, from the many disputes and quarrels that are con- 
stantly setting us apart, and with unhasting but with unresting energy 
give himself afresh to the gteat work which the Lord has called His 
people to do, and to- find there that excitement and stimulus, that 
constant .kindling of the fire within, which such sympathy as we can 
give each other would encourage more than aiiything else. My brethren, 
whether clergy or laity, I beg of you to think that the work we have 
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to do, if we coald but see it, is far more stimulating and rousing tban 
any of the controversies that so often engage us. If we could but stir 
our hearts, one and all, to give ourselves to such work, and to the con- 
sideration how it may best be done, we should most certainly find that» 
as it is a great blessing to belong to the Church of Christ, and to find 
that we are not alone in doing what He has bidden us do, so, too, it is 
a real blessing that we should come together to kindle each other's 
souls, and to go forth to our labours with the sense that we are not 
labouring alone, but that far and wide, all over £ngland, yes, and all 
over the world, there are others who care as we care above all else to 
know first of all " Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." These, brethren, 
are the few words I desire to address to you on this occasion. I see I 
have by a few minutes exceeded the time that was allotted to me. I 
hope you will forgive it at the opening of the Congress, and I trust 
that in some degree what I have said may help all of us — speakers, 
readers, or listeners, to do each his. part to make this Congress what it 
oWht to be. 



THE BONN CONFERENCE AND THE OLD CATHOLIC 
MOVEMENT. 

PAPER. 
The Right Eev. Bishop Perry. 

In my first draught of the paper which I am going to read, I had 
inserted a brief historical sketch of the gradual progress which the 
Old Catholics had made in renouncing the doctrinal errors and corrupt 
practices of the Roman Church, and in the framing of their ecclesiasti- 
cal constitution, which very closely resembles that of our own Church in 
Victoria and other British colonies. But the short space of time to 
which I am limited has obliged me to omit this, and to confine 
myself to their scheme for promoting the reunion of Christeodom, 
and the degree of success which has attended it. 

The desire for such a reunion was expressed at the first Congress, 
held by them in September 1871, at Munich, when the following 
resolution was adopted: — "We hope for reunion with the Oriental, 
Greek, and Russian Churches, separation from which having been 
unnecessary, and grounded upon no irreconcilable dogmatic differences. 
In contemplating the reforms at which we aim, and the progress of 
science and increased Christian culture, we hope for a gradual under- 
standing with the Protestant and Episcopal Churches." 

At this Congress they declared their adherence to the creed of the 
Council of Trent; but in the following year Abb6 Michand, an 
eminent French ecclesiastic, who had resigned all his of&ces because 
he could not accept the Vatican decrees, published a series of appeals, 
calling upon all Christian communions, Eastern, Anglican, Protestant, 
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and Roman, to work together with a view to return to primitive and 
universal faith ; and he argued that for this purpose "it would be 
necessary to put aside the Tridentine canons, and go back to the 
common ground afforded in Christian doctrine as universally received 
by the Churches of Christendom before the ninth century." 

Whether from the Abba's eloquent reasoning, or from other causes, 
the ensuing Congress, which was held at Cologne in the same year, 
showed that the leaders of the movement were then prepared to adopt 
and act upon his suggestions. At that Congress, which was attended 
by nearly 500 persons, including as visitors two Bishops of the Church 
of England, an Archpriest from Russia, and strangers from Belgium, 
Italy, and other parts of Europe, a " Reunion Cc^mmittee '* for bring- 
ing proposals before a future Congress was appointed. In proposing 
the appointment of this Committee, Professor,. now Bishop Reinkens, 
observed that ''one lesson was plainly tabe deduced from past failure, 
viz., that a union of confessions eannot possibly consist in uniformity ; '* 
and he stated that '^Dollinger and himself were agreed that a union of 
confessions might be attained on the basis of Holy Scripture, and of 
the ecumenical confessions of the early Church, expounded in accord- 
ance with the doctrine of the undivided Churcb of the first century.*' 
He further added, in reference to the means for its successful accom- 
plishment, that "there was no^ more hope in the guidance of a 
hierarchy than in that of statesmen ; " that " the foundation of a union 
was in the hearts of the faithful ; ** tl>at " their present efforts were 
novel in character, and consequently afforded ground for new hope ; ** 
and that "all endeavours must be dictated by a spirit of humility, and 
a frank admission of possible imperfections." A saying of Professor 
Michelis at the same time deserves to be noticed. Referring to the 
restoration of Cologne Cathedral having been conceived and carried 
out under a Protestant king, he observed, "It is only with the 
help of Protestantism that Catholieism can f^ vihited and regener-^ 
ated." 

The expressions of such sentiments showed that the leaders of thu 
movement had already made, and tbe noble defence of it by Professor 
Huber against the charge of half-heartedness gave their friends an 
assurance that they would continue t6 make, what the Bishop of Win- 
chester has termed sound and continuous Christian progress. "What," 
he asked, " is halfness ? It is to be on the road, and not yet to have 
reached the goal. It is the necessary characteristic of every true 
movement, of every true development. Every human being is in this 
sense always but half himself. But, in the only sense in which the 
charge would be a reproach, we are not half-hearted ; for we wish, we 
aim at the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth." 

No further step towards the carrying out of the reunion project was 
taken during the year 1872; but at the next Congress; which was 
held the following year at Constance, and which consisted of a large 
number of distinguished delegates and visitors, and, as the historian 
says, "broke up amid every indication of almost entire unanimity," two 
committees were appointed ; the one to correspond with the Greek and 
Eastern, the other with the Western Churches. Of the speeches 
delivered at this Congress one, addressed to a crowded general meeting 
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in the Council Hall by Bishop Reinkens, was remarkable for tbe 
earnest manner in which he enforced ^' the necessity for a return to the 
study of the scriptures, especially the New Testament, opposed to that 
of the scholastic commentators." 

Immediately after the breaking up of the Assembly the two corres- 
ponding Committees put themselves in communication, the one with 
the Committee of the *' Friends of Spiritual Enlightenment" at St. 
Petersburg, and the other with the "Anglo-Continental Society " in this 
country; and this led to the convening by Dr. Bollinger as their 
President of the ^rst conference at .Bonn, in September 1874. To the 
proceedings of " this memorable and interesting Assembly," as it has 
been justly Ksalled, I would now direct your special attention. 

The earnest desire of those eminent men, some of whose sayings I 
have quoted, to.putaway all false doctrines and superstitious practices, 
and to unite the various Churches of the East and West in the pro- 
fession of a common faith, might well encourage us to hope for much, 
benefit to the whole Church, and especially to the Old Catholics them- 
selves, fromitS' deliberations: a,ivd 1 think I may say that, in respect 
to them, the- conclusions arrived at wer« such as to satisfy all reason- 
able expectations. 

The Conference, like the several Congresses which preceded it, was 
attended hy a number of eminent man from Qermany, Switzerland, 
France, Denmark, Russia, Greece, England, and North America; and the 
discussion of every subject, notwithstanding great differences of opinion 
upon some, appears to have been conducted with uninterrupted Christian 
courtesy. Nothing occurred during its -continuance to disturb the 
mutual charity of its /numerous members. This is high praise. My 
time does not permit me to extract, as I should be glad to do, parts of 
the several addresses which were delivered; I can only notice the 
results. 

The object of the Conference, it is to be remembered, was two- 
fold ; to heal the breach which had existed for upwards of 1000 years 
between the Eastern and Western Churches, and to come to an agree- 
ment upon the matters of doctrine and practice, which had caused the 
Western Churches, specially the Protestant Episcopal Churches of 
England and America,, to separate from the Church of Rome, Thus 
the Old Catholic leaders hoped all these Churches might be combined 
with themselves in one Reformed Catholic Church. Toward the fulfil- 
ment of this hope, the first step was taken by Dollinger, who announced, 
on behalf of his colleagues and' himself, that they in no way considered 
themselves "bound by all the decrees" of the Council of Trent; a 
declaration of their having-cast off the shackles of the Roman Church, 
which was practically -verified throughout all the subsequent delibera- 
tions. • 

The question of the " filioque " (" and the son "), inserted in the Nicene 
Creed concerning the procession of the Holy Ghost, was the first 
brought under discussion, and after a long protracted argument was 
settled, mainly through the conciliatory spirit of Dollinger and the Old 
Catholics, by the following resolution, which was unanimously adopted : 
" We agree that the way in which the filioque was inserted in the 
Nicene Creed was illegal, and that, with a view to future peace and 
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unity, it is much to be desired that the whole Church should set itself 
seriously to consider whether the Creed could possibly be restored to 
its primitive form without sacrifice of any true doctrine, which is 
expressed in the present Western form." At the same time it was 
further resolved to appoint a committee, which might consider the 
doctrinal question, and submit to a future Conference some mode of 
bringing the different Churches to an agreement upon it. This was all 
-which could then be effected toward a reunion of the East and West. 

For the purpose principally of meeting "the objections of English 
Churchmen to Catholic doctrine'' (I use the words of the historian), 
" a series of Articles of Faith " were adopted ; some, we are told, " with 
almost unhesitating unanimity,'' and the rest by a large majority of 
votes. In these also may be seen the progress of the Old Catholics 
toward the full confession of the true ** faith ^which was once committed 
to the saints." 

To the first four — that the apocryphal books of the Old Testament 
are not of the same canonicity as those contained in the Hebrew canon ; 
that no translation of the Holy Scriptures can claim an authority 
superior to that of the original text ; that the reading of the Holy 
Scriptures in the vulgar tongue cannot lawfully be forbidden ; and that, 
in general, it is more fitting, and in accordance with the spirit of the 
Church, that the liturgy should be in the tongue understood by the 
people; as also to the 5th, that "faith working by love, not faith with- 
out love," is the means and condition of man's justification before 
God; to the 6th, that salvation cannot be merited by (what is called) 
"merit of condignity;" to the 7th, that the doctrine of works of 
supererogation is untenable ; to the loth, rejecting the doctrine of the 
immaculate conception of the blessed Virgin Mary; and to the I2th^ 
that indulgences can only refer to penalties actually imposed by the 
Church herself, all members of the Church of England, although they 
might prefer that some of them had been expressed rather differently, 
could, I conceive, rightly assent. In the 8th, nth, and 13th also, 
concerning the number of Sacraments, the practice of confession before 
a priest, and prayers for the faithful departed, and even in the 9th, 
relating to the Holy Scriptures and Tradition, and in the 14th, upon 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, we may thankfully recognise a 
partial renunciation of Roman error. 

It is, however, to>be observed that the adoption of an Article of Faith, 
which is indicative of progress in them, may be a retrograde step in 
"UB ; and, therefore, while I cordially rejoice at the advance made toward 
a Bound, scriptural creed by the Old Catholics, I cannot but lament 
what appears to me a declension, in some particulars, from the principles 
of our Protestant Reformed Church, by our English and American 
brethren who were present at this Conference. The doctrine con- 
cerning the number of Sacraments seems to me directly in opposition 
to that of our Church in her 25th Article; and I believe the great 
majority of intelligent English Churchmen will agree with me in deny- 
ing — what certainly cannot be proved — that either " the practice of 
confession before a priest," in the sense and with the object obviously 
intended in the Article agreed to at the Conference, or that of any 
kind of prayer for the dead, can be shown to have " come down to us 
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from the Primitive Church/' and therefore ''should be retained in the 
Church." 

To the 9th Article, which affirms that "genuine tradition," or, as 
it is there explained, "the unbroken transmission, partly oral, partly 
in writing, of the doctrine delivered by Christ and bis apostles," is an 
authoritative source of teaching for sJl generations of Christians, I 
expressed my objections two years ago at Brighton. I will now only 
say that, as a matter of fact, no such genuine tradition exists, and that 
no doctrine, except such as is contained in the New Testament Scrip- 
tures, can in any way be conclusively proved to have been "delivered 
by Christ and his apostles." Historical testimony, which a learned 
doctor who spok« after me at Brighton stated to be all that was meant 
by tradition, is very valuable for the purpose for which it was used by 
our reformers ; vie., to prove the existence of certain usages in the early 
Church, and to disprove the existence in it of mediaeval innovations ; 
but, when honestly examined, it will be found incapable of establishing, 
by itself, any Article of Faith. Practically, however, tradition does not 
mean "simply hi8t<»'ical testimony." It really signifies either the 
opinion of one or more ancient writers, gs the common usage of tbe 
Church several centuries after the apostolic age, when the falling away 
foretold by St. Paul had evidently come ; and to this kind of tradition 
are in a great measure to be ascribed the manifold doctrinal errors and 
superstitious practices which gradually crept into th« Eastern and 
Roman Churches, and of which some would certainly creep once more 
into our own if its authority became again recognised among us. 

One other Article, that relating to the Lord's Supper, I must not 
pass unnoticed. To the second paragraph, which affirms that Sacra- 
ment to be " a sacred feast wherein the faithful, receiving the body and 
blood of our Lord, have communion one with another," I fully assent ; 
but to the doctrine eontai&ed in the first paragraph — that it is " a 
representation and presentation on earth of the one oblation of Christ 
for the salvation of redeemed mankind, which is continually presented 
in heaven by Christ" — I most strongly object. I know that the 
words, "We have an altar," in Heb. xiiL 10, are alleged in support of 
what is called " the eucharistic sacrifice ; " but, even if these words be 
understood to refer, which I do not believe they do, to the Lord's 
Sapper, the 15th verse, which must be read with the loth, plainly 
teaches us what is the only sacrifice which we are to offer therein by 
Christ to God, viz., " the sacrifice of praise," — that is, " the fruit of our 
lips." I think I may affirm without fear of contradiction (for no 
scholar will adduce against me the xara^^sXsre, rendered in our Englisb 
Bible " Ye show forth," of i Cor. xL 26), that, besides that very dififi- 
cult passage in Hebrews, no trace whatever is to be found, either 
in the New Testament Scriptures or in the formularies of our Church, 
of such a doctrine as the presentation to God, in any sense whatever, 
of " the one oblation of Christ " at the celebration of the Lord's Supper. 
The holding of such an article I doubt not to be compatible with a 
sincere faith in, and love to, the Lord Jesus; and, therefore, would not 
prevent me from acknowledging the Old Catholics and others as 
brethren in Christ; but sure am I that our martyred reformers of the six- 
teenth century would never have assented to it, and earnestly do I trust 
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that the clergy and laity of our Church in this nineteenth century will not 
assent to it. How it. ever was agreed to by a committee '^ determined/' 
as the historian tells us, '^ on passing over points which might occasion 
controversy, and on endeavouring to frame an article containing only 
. what all might admit," I am at a loss to conceive. For myself, if our 
Church adopted it, I could not continue any longer a minister of her 
communion. Moreover, the agreement which such an article seems to 
express is altogether deceptive ; for I do not suppose that any of the 
English or American clergymen who assented to it would accept the 
doctrine of the Eastern Church, which Dr. DoUinger said it did not 
contravene, that ''the eucharistic sacrifice is certainly not only a 
thank-offering, but also a sin-ofifering for both living and dead." 

In the sentiment expressed by my Bight Rev. brother the Bishop of 
Winchester, that " every Christian heart should be ready to help " the 
Old Catholics, I most cordially concur ; but, in the review of the pro- 
ceedings of this conference, I am compelled to say that, in my opinion, 
the English and American members would have rendered the cause of 
Christian unity more effectual help, and secured for the new German 
reformers warmer and more general sympathy among English church- 
men, by following the example which their Eastern brethren set them 
on the question of the invocation of saints, and requesting that those 
matters on which we, as a church, cannot yet agree with those other 
churches should be left undecided. There was surely no necessity for 
coming to a positive conclusion upon points, of doctrine and practice on 
which, as must have been known, so great contrariety of judgment, and 
such deeply-rooted opposite feelings exist among ourselves. 

The lapse of time compels me to leave those who will follow me to 
comment upon the proceedings of the second Conference, which was 
held at Bonn the ensuing year^ for the discussion of the doctrine con- 
cerning the Holy Ghost. 



The Very Rbv. the Dean of Lichfield. 

It is scarcely possible to give an adequate account of the Old Catholic 
movement, without some prefatory notice of the circumstances which 
preceded it, and which may be said to have influenced it. These cir- 
cumstances are to be found, I think, in the spread of two great opposing 
principles, Uitramontanism on the one hand, and Rationalism on the 
other. The principles of Uitramontanism were first openly asserted by 
Hildebrand in the eleventh century, and they were at length fully 
developed in the fifteenth century. They involve the maintenance of 
the Papal Supremacy and the Papal Infallibility. And it must be 
remembered that the Papal Supremacy, as asserted in its fulness, claims 
dominion not only over all churches, but over all temporal sovereignties. 
These advanced opinions have chiefly taken root in the Italian peninsula. 
But it is remarkable and instructive to notice that some of the seceders 
from our own communion, unlike the old hereditary Roman Catholics 
in this country, have adopted the whole tone and spirit of Uitramon- 
tanism. These principles are evidently incompatible with religious and 
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civil liberty. And accordingly wherever intellectual life has been 
quickened, and national and social freedom has been prized, they have 
been regarded with extreme jealousy, and have roused a most determined 
opposition. I need not remind you how they have been resisted on 
this side of the Alps — how Germany became the cradle of the Keforma- 
tion in the sixteenth century — or how, in this island, the vigorous arm 
of a Tudor Sovereign wrested from the Pope his usurped supremacy, and 
how in the good providence of God we recovered our National freedom, 
and received back our National Church, remodelled after the pattern of 
primitive Christianity. But the present age has witnessed new and 
startling developments. The rebound from Ultramontanism has sent 
many minds drifting into Rationalism ; and it would seem as though 
Rome, taking advantage of this rapid and violent swing of the pen- 
dulum, had resolved to test her strength by the bold assertion of some 
new dogma. The dogma selected for this purpose was the Immaculate 
Conception of the Virgin Mary. It was well chosen. There is some- 
thing very fascinating to many minds in Mariolatry ; and whatever 
might seem to add honour and dignity to the Blessed Virgin would be 
sure to be regarded with favour and enthusiasm by multitudes. It is 
believed that the ecclesiastical authorities at Rome were much guided 
by Jesuit influence in this matter. At all events, a distinguished Jesuit 
named Perrone put forth a treatise, the object of which was to inquire 
whether the Immaculate Conception was not a doctrine which might be 
affirmed by a Papal decree. This treatise was soon followed by a Brief, 
circulated to test the pulse of the Roman Catholic Church. The next 
step was to summon a number of bishops, known to be favourable to 
the dogma, to consult with the Pope, not as to the truth of the dogma 
(this had all along been assumed), but whether the time had not now 
arrived for proclaiming it by authority. The result was the publication 
of a Bull on December 8th, 1854, promulgating the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, and imposing it as an article of faith upon the 
Roman Communion. 

Bat there were men of vigorous and independent thought in that Com- 
munion, to whom the imposition of this new dogma was highly distasteful. 
Nor were they less disturbed by the rapid progress of free inquiry on 
the other side, especially in the mixed Universities of Germany, where 
extreme Protestant and extreme Catholic principles were brought face 
to face with each other in their revived energy. It was out of the 
meeting of those conflicting principles that the Old Catholic movement 
may be said to have sprung. It tnay be regarded as dating from the 
autumn of 1863, when a Conference was held at Munich, at which the 
Archbishop of Munich was present; the object of the Conference being 
to establish a bond of union between the Old Catholics of Germany, and 
to illustrate the real harmony which exists between religious and scien- 
tific truth. These proceedings appear to have roused the jealousy of the 
Roman Curia ; and the Munich Conference was speedily followed by a 
Papal Brief, addressed to the archbishop, denouncing the methods and 
spirit of German theology, and asserting the supremacy of Rome and 
the Schoolmen. This Brief could only be regarded as a censure of the 
Munich Con-ference ; and thus a breach was made between Catholic 
Germany and Rome. Not long afterwards the famous Syllabus was 
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published under Jesuit influence, which prepared the way for the 
Vatican Council, wrongly named CEcumenicai, summoned in 1868 
sfor 1869. 

The great object of this Council was the publication of the dogma of 
the Papal Infallibility. The dogma was published, but it was by no 
means universally accepted. If there were 451 placets, there were 88 non- 
placets. There were many who voted for it under protest. There were 
many who declined to vote at all. Ultimately, however, under those 
mysterious and potent influences which Home knows so well how to use, 
the greater number yielded. 

But there was a small band who steadfastly refused their adherence, 
and amongst these were Friedrich and Dollinger ; and in March 187 1, 
these two men were called upon to submit themselves. This demand 
was immediately met by Dollinger with his famous Erkldrung, repudiat- 
ing the Papal Infallibility as contrary to Holy Scripture and Tradition,' 
and as incompatible with the existing order of European States. For 
this manifesto Dollinger was visited with the "greater excommunica- 
tion.'' But his time was now come for vigorous action. He had already 
drawn th6 sword ; he now threw away the scabbard. 

His manifesto was not without its effect upon Catholic Germany ; and 
the result was a Conference, which may be called the first Old Catholic 
Conference, held at Munich, September 22, 187 1, under the presidency 
of Dr. Schulte, Professor of Canon Law at Prague. At this Conference 
two most important principles were affirmed :— (i.) That the object of 
the Conference was not the creation of a new sect ; and (2.) that it was a 
bonafde attempt to effect from within a genuine reform of the Catholic 
Church in her head and in her members. 

This Conference also recommended the giving to the Catholic laity a 
constitutional participation in Chureh affairs. It spqke approvingly of 
the Church of Utrecht, and it expressed the hope of a reunion with the 
Oriental and Russian Churehes. 

In the following year (a.d. 1872), the second Old Catholic Conference 
"was held at Cologne under the same presidency. The Archbishop of 
Utrecht was present on this occasion ; and the Conference was further 
strengthened, not only by members of the Eastern Churches, but by 
representatives from the English Church, amongst whom were the 
Bishop of Lincoln, Dr. Wordsworth, and the then Bishop of Ely, Dr. 
Harold Browne. The business at this Conference was chiefly pro 
formd. Nevertheless, it was remarkable for an utterance from the 
Archbishop of Utrecht, in which he strongly insisted upon the import- 
ance of maintaining Catholic unity. Moreover, a committee was 
appointed, with Dr, Von Dollinger as its chairman, to arrange for 
future proceedings. 

Since that time two most important Conferences have been held at 
Bonn, — one in 1874, and the other last year, both of them under the 
presidency of Dr. Von Dollinger. The principles which have guided 
the members are these ; that, what with Infidelity on the one side, and 
Ultramontanism on^the other, it becomes more than ever necessary that 
they who believe in the ** Holy Catholic Church " as it has been consti- 
tuted from the beginning, should draw together, and unite ill the 
defence of the faith once for all delivered to the saints. They feel 
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that it is in primitive Christianity alone that we can find a real bond of 
union ; and that it is primitive Christianity alone which can offer a foun- 
dation broad enough, and deep enough, to support us in that com- 
ing conflict which is to precede the final triumph of the truth. 

Now the points of agreement between the Old Catholics, the 
Anglican Communion, and the Eastern Churches, are many and 
important. 

We all alike agree : — 

1. Upon the constitution of the Christian Church. 

2. Upon the authority of the first six CScumenical Councils. 

3. Upon the necessity of believing the Catholic Faith as set forth in 
the Creeds. 

4. We further agree in repudiating the Papal Supremacy and the 
Papal Infallibility. 

With regaid to the constitution of the Christian Church, it is 
satisfactory to find that we of the English Church have been fully 
recognized at these Conferences as a true branch of the Church 
Catholic, The validity of our Orders is no longer treated as doubtful. 
Our claim to be a branch, of the Church Universal, as united with it 
by the bond of an Episcopacy of undoubted Apostolical succession, 
is conceded by all candid and well-informed men. It 'was freely 
acknowledged by the great and eloquent Bossuet. It is equally 
admitted by Dr. Von DoUinger, who says, speaking of Archbishop 
Parker's consecration, that " it is as well established as a fact can bis 
required to be." A doubt was indeed raised at one of the Conferences, 
not as to the validity of our Orders as a matter of historical evidence, 
but as to the question how far. we of the Church of England recognize 
the Sacramental character of Holy Orders. This doubt was, however, 
ably met by DoUinger, who pointed out that we of the Church of Eng- 
land give the name of Sacraments only to those two institutions which 
were ordained by Christ Himself as means of grace to all believers. 
With regard to Holy Orders, it is sufficient that we believe that a special 
gift of the Holy Spirit is conferred in Ordination. 

The point which was most keenly discussed at the first Bonn Con- 
ference was, as might be expected, the vexed question which for 1000 
years has divided the Churches of the East and the West ; I meaii 
the " Holy Procession. '' But even upon this most mysterious subject . 
there is already such an approximation towards agreement as must 
rejoice the hearts of all those who desire and pray for the unity of 
Christendom. 

At the first Conference at Bonn there was, indeed, a considerable 
conflict of thought and- opinion on this subject. It was maintained, 
perhaps in language somewhat stronger than what was justified by the 
facts, that the ^'Filioque" clause was irregularly inserted into 
the Nicseno-Constantinopolitan Creed ; and that it invaded the great 
principle that there is and can be but one Fountain, one primary 
source of Deity. It was also contended that the procession from the 
Son expressed no true doctrine beyond that of the temporal mission of 
the Holy Spirit. And something more than a wish was expressed that 
the clause might be removed from our Creed. 

But further sifting of the question has shown that the disputed 
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formula is not open to the objections urged against it. The discussions 
have at least availed to show, not only that the temporal mission of the 
Holy Spirit could not satisfy all that is involved in the procession 
from the Son, but also that there is a most true doctrine expressed in 
our Western form. The great want is, not any change in the words 
of our own Creed ; for, indeed, the assertions of both Creeds are true ; 
but some statement which, without alteration of either form of the 
symbol, shall harmonize the traditional beliefs of Eastern and Western 
Christendom. 

At the second Bonn Conference certain propositions were set forth, 
which, if not perfectly satisfactory in their present form, show at all 
events an earnest desire on the part of the representatives of both 
Ilast and West to find some meeting j)oint. The propositions to which 
I refer were submitted by a vote of both Houses of the Canterbury 
Convocation to a Committee of the Lower House, who have already 
prepared and presented a Heport on the subject. Meanvvlule, a letter 
from Dr. Pusey to Canon Liddon, rec^itly published, shows that the 
subject is attracting the attention of some of our most profound 
theologians ;> and we may hope that the suggestions by way of amend- 
ment thrown out in tliis letter by Dr. Pusey may aeduce the difference 
between us to a minimum. 

These are surely no mean results, for which, under Ood, we owe a 
great debt of gratitude to Dr. Yon Dollinger, whose vast learning. Chris- 
tian courage, never-failing tact, and commanding eloquence, have won for 
him an enduring name throughout Christendom. We <5annot but 
regard him as a special instrument in the hands of Ood for directing 
and controlling this important movement. Nor have English Church- 
men been wanting in their expressions of gratitude, as manifested by 
the declaration of sympathy .(signed by 38 bishops, .3800 priests and 
deacons, and 4170 laymen) which is about to be presented to him. 

Now it seems to me to be im|>ossible that the English Church can 
remain a passive or uninterested Sipectator of this great iidovement. 
For a long time we have been, in a measure, isolated as it were from 
the rest of Christendom. But now a thousand circumstances are bring- 
ing us into contact with it again. Indeed it appears as though our 
great and ever-enlarging Communion was destined, ^n «the providence 
of God, to form a great bond of union for Christendom throughout the 
world. With our sober and scriptural standard of dootricie, and our 
primitive and chastened ritual, we exercise a balancing, steadying in- 
fluence everywhere. With our sacramental and spiritual teaching we 
touch the two extremes of religious thought, and are •enabled to extend 
a wider sympathy than other Churches. We have points in common 
with objective as well as subjective minds. Established at home, and 
anestablished elsewhere — united closely with the State here, and separate 
from it there, we present an example of the power which the Church 
Catholic possesses of adapting itself to the different circumstances and 
varying forms of temporal government amongst which it may be 
placed. If we are able to measure the evils of an exaggerated Sacer- 
dotalism on the one side,' we can also estimate those of an encroaching 
Erastianism on the other. 

I have said that wre cannot be uninterested in the Old Catholiq 
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movement. But it is a grave question how far the Church of England 
as a body should identify herself with it. It has hitherto been, to my 
mind, one of the special advantages of these Conferences that they are 
destitute of any representative character. Representative men have 
indeed attended them ; and it is to be hoped that they will continue to do 
80. But I confess that when I think of the great Christian communities 
which are or may be affected by this movement, the more I incline to 
the opinion that our attitude towards it should be one of brotherly 
sympathy rather than of ecclesiastical interference. The Catholic prin- 
ciple which guided Christendom in early times may well guide us here. 
The Churphes of primitive ages were confederate, but at the same 
time independent. We do not seek to di-aw into our Communion the 
members of other Churches who may see reason to desire a reform of 
their own Communion. But if we have any examples in our own 
history by which they may profit, let us by all means give them the 
benefit of our own experience. Nor must we be so proud of our own 
advantages as not to feel that there is much which we may learn by 
Christian intercourse with other Churches. 

I will only add* that the great object aimed at by this movement is 
the truth of G^d, ^.nd the unity of His Church ; and I will conclude 
with the words of St. Augustine, " Non habet caritatem Dei, qui 
Ecclesise- »on diligit unitatem." " He has not the love of God who 
does not highly esteem the Unity of the Church." 



The Rev. Lord- Plunket, 

The Bonn Conference, regarded simply as an out-goiog of Christian 
love and courage, must command the sympathies of all. It was a bold 
thought to strike aloud the half-forgotten key-note- of Unity in the 
ears of a divided Christendom. And there is not one of us, I feel sure, 
who does not honour the brave Bollinger and the large-hearted Reinkens 
for having made the noble venture. 

But what is to be the Bams— the Extent— the Form— of the Unity 
for which the Conference seeks? These are points upon which some 
uncertainty, and not a little misconception, would seem to prevail. 
In dealing with them, I shall speak with entire frankness, but I shall, 
I trust, remember that friendliness of heart is not inconsistent with 
faithfulness of speech. 

To begin, then, with the proposed Basis of Unity. 

I. It has evidently been assumed by some who have derided this 
movement fhat Dr. Dollinger and his associates are still engaged in 
searching for it amid the fogs that envelop the cloudland of Patristic 
literature and floating Tradition. Somewhere in that nebulous region 
they expect, it is thought, to light presently on some entirely new 
Consensus of Primitive doctrine — some hitherto unknown Formula 
Goncordice — whereupon to build up triumphantly their Temple of 
future Peace. A splendid dream, it is said, but a chimera. Very 
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true. But is it a chimera for which the Conference is responsible ? 
May it not have been dreamt for it by others 9 Let us see. 

In the formal circular which summoned the Conference of last year, 
the Basis of Union is specifically described by Dr. Dollinger as a 
'^general recognition of those great Christian truths which form the 
substance of the definitions set forth in the creeds of the primitive un- 
divided ChurchJ* Now, whether rightly or wrongly, the Athanasian 
Creed, as we know, is not regarded by Dr. Dollinger as coming within 
this category. And, as regards the Apostles' Creed — although, with 
Jeremy Taylor, we might, many of us, wish to see the creed of our 
baptism adopted as a basis of reunion by the separate Churches, yet 
the absence of what is deemed sufficient Conciliar authority (especially 
by the Greek Church) renders such a prospect, I fear, hopeless. It 
would seem, therefore, to follow that the Basis of Unity proposed by 
I>r. Dollinger i^ to be sought for in those authoritative confessions of 
early Christian Faith, which found their ultimate embodiment in the 
NiCENoCoNSTANTiNOPOLiTAN CfiEED as it stood before the introduction 
of the Filioque clause. 

In other words. Dr. Dollinger's proposition, when disentangled from 
all unnecessary embarrassments, resolves itself simply to this : — That a * 
suitable Eirenikon for the long-separated churches shall be found in 
that ancient Summary of Scriptural Truth, Patristic Consent, and 
Authentic Tradition, which was drawn up by the Primitive Church as 
a compendium of the Christian Faith ; a Creed which (in the words 
of Dr. Dollinger) formed for centuries the sole bond of union for the 
whole of Christendom ; and as to the adequacy of which for a similar 
purpose now, there are, I believe, few Christians (among those who 
desire Church unity at all) who will not say as was said of old, 
" Fides sic expressa est perfecta" Is there, I would ask, anything very 
vague, unreasonable, or chimerical in such a proposition 1 I think 
not. 

II. But if such be the basis on which unity ia to rest, what is the 
extent which unity is intended to cover? Grave misapprehensions 
prevail on this point, and have done more, as I believe, to discredit 
the claims of the Bonn Conference to Catholicity than aught else 
besides. 

Some, for example, have condemned the movement upon ihe ground 
that the boundary lines of unity are intended, as they believe, to 
include those Churches only which can furnish satisfactory proof of an 
unbroken Episcopal succession. 

According to others among its censors, the area is still narrower — 
being intended to embrace three only of the Churches of Christendom : 
the Oriental, the Alt Catholic, and the- Anglican. 

Others have denounced the movement as being of an even more 
sectional character, asserting that it i^ only an attempt on the part of 
a few English churchmen, of an extreme type, to join the Alt Catholics 
in making such terms with the Eastern Church as may help to provide 
their otherwise homeless and disembodied spirits with some sort of 
respectable shelter in the possibly troublous years to come. We are 
warned, moreover, by such persons, that the loud flourish of anti- 
Vatican trumpets with which the movement has been heraldedi ought 
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not to divert the attention of guileless Protestants from the fact that 
the whole thing may be, after all, nothing more nor less than an effort to 
consolidate anii-ProUsUint interests. For, it is niged, and not altogether 
without trath, that the monopoly of abusing the Pope, which used to 
be the special privilege of the Irish Orangeman of the good old type, 
has been most cruelly wrested from him in these latter days by degen- 
erate imitators of quite another school, and that it is possible now for 
a man to shout ** No Popery " till his throat is hoarse, and yet be a very 
indifferent Protestant all the while. 

Such are the grounds upon which many have openly condemned the 
Conference, describing it as utterly lacking in comprehensiveness of 
design. Whether any of those who openly/atxmr the movement do 
really expect or desire that the extent of its proposed unity should be 
of this circumscribed character, it is not for me to say. But if so, for 
the sake of the cause of unity I would at least express the hope, that 
they are mistaken in their estimate of what the Conference means. For 
assuredly, any scheme based upon such »arrow principles must soon 
dwindle down into a mere party effort, and collapse in the end because 
of its very insignificance. For my own part, did I imagine that an 
enterprise professedly so Catholic in its breadth of love, was after all 
so exclusive and sectarian in its purpose, I should certainly regard it in 
a very different light from that in' which 1 now see it. A' project claim- 
ing to have in view the reunion of Christendom^ and yet based on 
principles that would exclude from the terms of treaty those non- 
episcopal bodies, with many of whom we- are, as I believe, far more in 
accord than with the Orientals or even the Alt Catholics, would really, 
under the guise of unity, tend to aggravate rather than heal the 
divisions by which the Church is unhappily rent It would have the 
character, in Vkj opinion, of an allilince for war rather 'than an inter- 
national Congress for the purpose ef peace. 

But is there, I ask,, any authoritative sanction for so narrow an 
estimate of the proposed extent ef unity Y None that I know of. 
Dr. DSllinger's Circular need not be interpreted as containing such 
terms of limitation. Members of non-episcopal bodies have taken part, 
some by special invitation, as well in the preliminary efforts that 
paved the way for the Bonn Coa-ferences as in those Conferences them- 
selves. And if anything be wanting to establish the true Catholicity of 
the movement, it is to be found, I submit, in those noble speeches 
delivered by Bishop Reinkens on the subject of Christian union, in 
which (referring to non-episcopal communions) he declares (amid the 
applause of his Alt Catholic hearers) how his heart beats towards truly 
believing Protestants ; adding, that what he and his companions aim 
at is the union of the whole of Christendom, and that mutual alliance 
can only come by a Synod in which Christendom will be truly repre- 
sented. 

No one acquainted with the character and utterances of Bishop 
Beinkens will imagine for a moment that he would accept as a true 
representation of Christendom any Synod which could on principle 
exclude from its sittings men of the type of Neander, Vinet, Chalmers, 
Binney, or Norman Macleod. Nor, unless I greatly misjudge his large 
and honest heart, do his words merely amount to one of those painfully 
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unreal overturea for Teunion which we sometimes hear, and which seem 
to say to those of another communion, " Come and join us ; we welcome 
you as brethren ; we are ready generously to clasp you with the right 
hand of fellowship j but only so soon as you are ready generously to 
adopt our views." No ; he and those who have chosen him as their 
bishop, take, I believe, a nobler and wider view of the meaning of 
Christian unity. It is unions not absorption^ that they have in 
prospect. In other words, having proposed as the basis of unity a 
Confession of Faith which (in the words of Dr. Bollinger, already 
quoted) once "formed for centuries the bond of union between the 
whole Church," they are prepared, as I believe, unreservedly to accept 
the logical consequence of such a step, and to measure the extent of 
unity simply by the number of those (be their denomination what it 
may) who are willing to unite on that foundation. 

III. But if the basis of unity is to consist in the Creed which served 
the same purpose for the Primitive Church, and if the esstent of unity is 
simply to be commensurate with that basis, what, it may be asked, is 
the proposed /orm of unity to be built up thereon I 

Is unity to assume, as some have conjectured, the shape of doctrinal 
or liturgical fusion 1 Are the various denominations of Christendom 
to bring together in hot haste their several standards of theology and 
forms of ritual, and to cast them unreservedly into the great Conference 
crucible, in the fond hope that by and by they may be poured forth 
into some one common mould ? Is it so easy to eliminate the old carbon 
of controversy, and to bring forth, as if by magic, the brightly- 
polished ingot of uniformity ? I doubt it. 

But here again I would ask whether the Conference is responsible 
for such an illusion % In reply, let ue compare with these chimerical 
anticipations the following simple statement of Dr. Bollinger in his 
'Circular : " Upon this preliminary recognition of primitive truth '^ 
(viz., the truth set forth in the Creeds of the undivided Chufeh), "the 
Conference will endeavour to base a eonfederoai&n, and intercomtminion 
among the separated Churches.^' These words, it will be admitted, 
speak not of fusion, but of fraternity — a fraternity that tnay, through 
the blessing of Him with whom nothing is impossible, lead at last to 
fusion, but which must supply us with the first step whereon to plant 
our feet if we hope ever to reach that high ideal. 

As regards the pos8ibil\ties of confederation and interconamunion> 
I have only time to make a few brief remarks. 

Confederation of Churches, I submit, need not, for initial purposes at 
least, involve a preliminary act of corporate authority on the part of 
each Church. That a voluntary and informal confederation is even 
now possible, the Conferences already held are a sufficient proof. 

As regards vidercommunion, I would venture to add, that provision 
ought, in the first instance at least, to be made not so much fof 
systematic intercommunion (which might lead to dangerous ecitangle^ 
ment), as for the possibility of those occasional acts of interoomi<)»inio« 
to which the demands of unity might from time to time give rise. To 
borrow a felicitous phrase from the Bishop of Winchester's sermon of 
to-day, I should fear, lest otherwise, an excess of organisation in the 
form of unity might disorganize the essencje of unity itself. . , > 
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Nor do I think that even such qccasional. acts of intercommunion 
should be of an indiscriminate character. I do not, for example, see 
how the members of the Anglican Communion could possibly be 
encouraged to take part in the office of Hie MasSy as it is now celebrated 
in the Oriental or Alt Catholic Churches. 

But if Christians of various denominations were to take counsel 
together in a spirit of love and trust, might it not be possible, without 
supplanting or altering any existing form of service, to draw up additional 
forms suited for the object of such special acts of intercommunion 1 Even 
in the case of the Holy Eucharist, might not many be thus enabled to 
hold communion together who are now hopelessly kept apart 1 Could 
not much also be done to facilitate a friendly interchange of offices, 
whereby, for example, a child born in a strange land might receive 
baptism amid the prayers even of a strange congregation, and words of 
hope might be spoken over an otherwise silent grave 1 What difficulty 
under any circumstances could there be in providing for intercommunion 
in simple acts of united prayer and praise? 

And now there is much that I was prepared to add with a view to 
removing further misconceptions. I was anxious to explain the nature 
And object of those Theses or Formulas which occupied so much of the 
time and attention of the two Conferences, and to show how that they 
were merely tentative and provisional in their aim, — bridges (to use 
DoUinger's own illustration), hastily constructed to span a chasm of 
present difficulty, but not involving any continuous obligation either as 
regards the members of the Conference or the Conference itself. I had 
hoped also to show the groundlessness of those fears entertained by 
some «a8 to the danger to which Truth might be exposed in the attempt 
to further Unity, as if Truth were so powerless and fainthearted as to 
hide its head and slink away when called upon in the sacred cause of 
charity, to risk the contamination of error ; — as if Truth should not* 
rather love and seek the light, and welcome every fresh extension of the 
area wherein to exercise its influence. But time will not permit me 
to dwell on these points, and indeed it is scarcely necessary. For, 
after all, that which supplies the most conclusive answer to all 
those misgivings which have troubled niyself, or, so far as I know, 
perplexed others respecting the expediency and practicability of the 
effort represented by the Bonn Conference, is to be found, as I believe, 
not 80 much in elaborate arguments as in that realisation of the idea 
of unity pictured to us in that Conference itself. That picture I was 
myaelf privileged to witness. It is one which I can never forget 

Even now as I recall to my own mind that little room in the 
University of Bonn, and those who were gathered together there last 
year ; as I seem to see again, conspicuous amongst all, the marvellous 
DoUinger — that "old man eloquent,*' with keen glance and playful 
amile and busy brain still all a>glow with quenchless fire of youth ; as 
Beinkens, too, stands again before me, the chosen bishop of his people, 
with manly loving face, true reflex of the heart within — not spealong 
many words, but those words always wise and true ; and Lycurgus of 
Syra, the gentle archbishop, always on the side of peace — since called 
mway to dwell where peace reigns supreme ; as I seem to hear again the 
two layprofesaora of theology, Ossinin of Petersburg, and Damalas of 
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Athens arguing their case with such rare dialectical skill, and true 
Christian temper; and as around these central figures I behold the 
representatives of almost every leading form of Christianity, summoned 
together from the furthest corners of the earth — episcopalians and non- 
episcopalians, laymen and clerics — all taking counsel together irl a spirit 
of loving confederation, and worshipping God together in a . spirit of 
loving intercommunion ; when I remember, too, how good and pleasant 
and- profitable a thing I found it myself to meet in frank and friendly 
intercourse brethren of my own communion, with whom, as theologians, 
I can never perhaps expect to be " mind to mind," but with whom, as 
Christians, I may hope long to continue " heart to heart " — when, I say, 
I recall that scene in Bonn, with all its associations, a thousand other- 
wise formidable difficulties vanish before the retrospect, as chaff befere 
the wind ! The battle of unity seems to be half won. The possi- 
bilities of union on a wide basis, and with practical results, seem to me 
to be well-nigh demonstrated by the inexorable logic of facts. Only 
let the movement preserve in the future those comprehensive features 
which marked that scene in Bonn — let it never allow itself to dwindle 
down to narrow or sectarian dimensions, and it cannot come to nought. 
Even should some untoward complication mar the prospect of the 
present special effort, the yearnings, which it has awakened in many 
hearts^wiil not easily die out. Those who are now searching for unity 
may fail to find the particular treasure for which they dig ; but if, in 
the process of searching, they break up and soften the hard soil of pre- 
judice and bigotry, they will, with God's help, gain their end at last, in 
an unexpected, but not less real, form. Yes — a desire for Unity is not 
something of the earth, earthy. It is a reflection, even in broken and 
wavering image, of the wish which formed our Saviour's parting prayer. 
In one way or another it will have His blessing ! 



ADDRESSES. 
The Rev. Prebendary Meyrick. 

Ths Bonn Conference and the Old Catholic movement are kindred subjects, not identical. 
As to the Old Catholic movement^ it will be enough to remind you that there were existing 
side by side within the Roman Catholic Church, two elements more or less antagonistic to 
each other— the Roman and the Catholic element : that the internal history of the Roman 
Catholic Church, has been the account of a struggle constantly going on between these two 
elements : that the unflinching resolution and determinate action of the Jesuit body has 
altogether altered the proportions in which they prcTiously existed relatively to each 
other ; and that the Vatican Council was intended to give a final and decisiTO supremacy 
to one of them. The more that the Ultramontane or Jesuitical policy prevailed, so much 
the less standing ground did Gallican Churchmen find within the pale of the Church which 
they had once adorned. In France, Gallicanism has died out, or if not dead, it sleepeth.* 
In Germany the declaration of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception created a strain on 
men's minds of a tension which was hardly supportable. When this was followed by the 
Vatican decrees, it appeared that the limits of Teutonic endurance of falsehood were passed : 
some at least would deliver their souls,' however much the majority might cower before the 



* See Report of the Anglo- Continental Society, 1876. 
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papal pretensions. In Jnly 1870 the dogma of infallibility was declared, and the very next 
month the Fourteen gathered at Nuremberg, and assured each other and the world, that 
they would not profess with their mouths, that which, being men learned in ecclesiastical 
history, they could not believe in their hearts.* The following spring, March 1871, 
Bollinger's famous Declaration to the Archbishop of Munich, was published,t and his words, 
now become dassical, " Yes, for the Old Church," were spoken. With the protest of the 
faithful foilrteen and Bollinger's Declaration originated the Old Catholic movement. In 
1871 it consisted of fourteen men, all told. In 1876 it consists of two Churches — eaeh presided 
over by its bishop, and governed by its synod— the German branch containing sixty priests 
and fifty thousand members, the Swiss branch numbering sixty-six priests, and seventy-five 
thousand members. These two Churches are in full communion with each other, and with 
the Church of Utrecht, while each maintains its independence, and, according to Catholic 
usage, settles for itself in synod such rites and ceremonies and rules of discipline as may 
seem good to each for edification, ''according to the diversities of countries and men's 
manners.*' t The matter of discipline on which there is at present the greatest api)arent 
divergence between the three Churches is that of the celibacy of the clergy. In Holland, 
marriage is disallowed altogether. In Germany, i^ is disallowed in those who hold the cure 
of souls, but permitted in those clergy who are not occupied in parochial ministrations. In 
Switzerland, liberty to marry is conceded to alL It is evident that on this point Switzer- 
land is but a few steps in advance of Germany. Circumstances do not make it desirable 
in the judgment of the German synod, to abolish the rule of celibacy with a precipitation 
which might be misinterpreted, but the principle of a married clergy is conceded as much 
in one country as in the other. 

So far as outward growth goes, then, the progress of five years has been this : fourteen men 
have grown into a fiourishing Church with two bishops, two synods, 126 clergy, and 125,000 
laymen. With his stafif Br. Bollinger crossed the stream which divided him from Borne, 
and in five years he is made into two bands. § Nor does this growth show signs of being 
arrested. Had Bishop Eeinkens more clergy, had the Old Catholic theological faculty 
at Bonn means of supporting more students, the Old Catholic congregations which thiB 
year have increased by 15 (numbering 4500 souls), would be still more lai^gely jnoltiplied. 
Let me then commend to your liberality the English and American scholarships,, five of 
which have been founded at Bonn, by the agency of the Anglo-Continental Society. i| 

Nor is the progress of the young Church of Old Catholics less remarkable or less satis- 
factory in respect to outward growth. There were some among its members who at first 
honestly believed that all they had to do, was to reject the Vatican Council and its decrees, 
and who supposed that when they had done that, they would have done all. Such senti- 
ments made themselves apparent at the first Congress held at Munich in 1871, and were 
heard again in fainter accents at the second Congress held at Cologne- Had they been 
generally accepted by the body, the history of Old Catholicism would have been short 
and imeventful. It would gradually have died out, as the Church of Utrecht will die, 
unless it is roused by its younger sisters to take a more comprehensive grasp of the situa- 
tion, and to give up its over-timid traditions. 

That which saved Old Catholicism from the unambitious fate of the ancient Church of 
Holland was the growth of the idea, now inseparably connected with the words, ''the 
Bonn Conferences." The eflfect for good produced by the presepce at Cologne in 1872, of 
the president and two of the vice-presidents of the Anglo- Continental Society, three of 
the wisest and most learned prelates that adorn the Anglican Communion, .the Bishop of 

* Von Bollinger, Friedrich, Beischl, Knoodt, Reusch, Langen, Baltzer, Reinkens, Weber, 
Von Schulte, Afeyer, Lowe, Michelis, Bittrich. See Bericht ilber die Verhandlungm des 
KatJioliken Congresses, dbgehcUten vom 22. his 24. September 1871 in MUnchen, p. 4, 
<Ackermann, Munich, 1871), and Bishop Eeinkens' Speeches on Christian Union, p. 46, 
{Rivington, London, 1874). 

+ ErUdrung an den Erzbischof von Milnchen-Freising (Munich, 1871). 

X Art. xxxiv. § Gen. xxxii. 10. 

See Report of the Anglo-Continental Society, 1875 (Rivingtons, London). 
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Winchester, the Bishop of LincolD, and the Bishop of Maryland, together with repre- 
sentatives of the Chnrch of Russia from St. Petersburg, is incalculable. After the formal^ 
Congress of that year was completed, a meeting was held at which theologians belonging to 
the three great bodies that represent historical Christianity, laid down a basis of agreement 
And startiDg-point of union, which haying been first expressed in very simple terms by 
Professor Michelis was expanded by the Bishops of Maryland and Winchester into the Holy 
Scriptures, the Catholic Creeds, the decrees of the undisputed Ecumenical Councils and 
the Apostolic Ministry, and by Professor Yon Schulte into the well-known Quod semper, 
■quod ubiquCj quod ah omnibus* The following year three committees were appointed, 
German, Russian, and English, to correspond with each other, with a view of forming a 
correct estimate of the differences between the three Churches, f 

These were the preliminaries which led to the first Conference of Bonn held in August 
1874. At this meeting, at which the Bishops of Winchester and Pittsburgh were present, 
there was no halting on the inclined plane on which some appeared disposed to take their 
stand in 1872 and 1873. The authority of Trent was at once discarded, and speaking 
broadly and genersflly, all thoee doctrines of the Church of Rome which were at once 
opposed to the teaching of both the Oriental and the Anglican Church, were frankly given 
tip by the Old Catholics, and thus an agreement was come to on such burning questions as 
the rightful use of Holy Scripture, the' employment of a dead language, justification, human 
merit, works of supererogation, merits of the saints, the number of the sacraments, the 
nature of the holy eucharist, tradition, confession, commemoration of the departed, the 
immaculate conception, indulgences. The great questions of the procession of the Holy 
Spirit and of the insertion of the Filioque in the Nicene Creed were reserved almost un- 
toadied for the Conference of 1875. 

And now I will try to bi^g before you a picture of the Conference of 1875, &°<1 to make 
each one of you realise it as though you had yourself been present. Picture to yourselves, 
then, a room capable of holding 200 persons, two- thirds of which is occupied with benches. 
On these benches (suppose them to be those now before me) are sitting Archbishops 
Ijycurgus, Gennadios, and Melchisedek, Archimandrites Sabbas, Anastasiades, Bryennios, 
wearing the lofty hats and flowing costumes of the higher Eastern ecclesiastics. Professors 
Bamalas and Rhossis from Athens with far more of a Western look about them, and the 
Archpriest Janyscheff, Professor Ossinin, and Colonel Eir^eff from St. Petersburg, undis- 
tinguishable in appearance from cultivated Englishmen, together with ten or twelve other 
members of the Russo-Greek Church ; and side by side with them are sitting the Bishop 
of Qibraltar and some fifty other Anglican clergy and laity, some of the old Catholic Pro- 
fessors and P&rrers and Herr Herzog the newly-elected Swiss Bishops, while the back 
seats are occupied by the miscellaneous crowd collected to see and hear. In the space in 
front of the benches is a table at either end of which sit Bishop Reinkens and Professor 
Reusch^ while behind it stands the great man on whom every eye is fixed. Presently he 
begins a speech, and by his voice and action rivets the attention of every one present, and 
retains their interest for hour after hour though addressing them in a language which to 
many is perfectly unknown, and to most so unfamiliar that his meaning is only doubtiidly 
guessed at. I would that he were standing in my place now that you might experience 
the enthralling power of his eloquence ! 

What I have been describing is the Musik-saalf where the general meetings are held. 
Bnt I must take you with me to two other rooms — the Bishop of Gibraltar's room, in 
which the Anglican Members of the Conference met daily for consultation and prayer, and ' 
a room in Bishop Reinkens' house, with whom Dr. Bollinger is staying. Here sits the 
Committee to which has been delegated the task of considering and discussing the solemn 
doctrine of the Procession of the Holy Spirit. At the end of a long table with his back 
to the wall is seen the tall but bowed form of the Archbishop of Syros. Next to him on 

* See Report of the Anglo-Continental Society, 1872. 

t See Correspoodence between members of the Anglo-Continental Society and (i) Old 
Catholics, (2) Oriental Churchmen (Rivingtons, London, 1874). 
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either side the Archimandrites of Constantinople, then the Russians, the Germans, and 
the Anglicans. 

May I pause here in the midst of a grave subject and raise a smile by mentioning an 
occurrence which was not perhaps without significance 1 At the first meeting, before all 
the members wer^ assembled I was sitting in the window on a small chair when Dr. 
DoUinger came to talk with me. As he insisted on my continuing to sit, I made room for 
him on my chair, and that we might not fall ofif it we passed our arms each round the 
other's waist. While we were in this position and our heads very dose together in con- 
sultation, the door opened and Bishop Beinkens entered. The bishop, who has a great 
deal of quiet humour, drew himself up (he is a man of considerable presence) and ex- 
claimed, ''See a symbol of the unity of the Churches. Oh ! that we had a photographer 
to show to Christendom the type of our accomplished work !" " Accipio omen" were the 
words which naturally suggested themselyes as we rose up and greeted him in return. 

That committee room made me realise in a way that I had never done before the 
manner in which business must have been conducted, I will not say at such pseudo-councils 
as Florence and Lyons, where foregone conclusions were arrived at, but at Chaleedon, 
Bphesus, Constantinople, Nicsea. Nothing could exceed the gravity, the earnestness, the 
suavity, the good temper with which each point was contested by the representatives of 
East and West. After many schemes had been proposed and abandoned, an unanimous 
agreement was at length come to on seven propositions extracted by Dr. Dollinger from 
the writings of St. John Damascene. On the theological bearings of those propositions 
I do not intend here to enlarge. It is enough to say that, they are regarded by the 
authorities of the Old Catholics as orthodox, that they have been declared by a committee 
of the Convocation of Canterbury, to which they were referred by both Houses, on the 
petition of the Anglo-Continental Society for examination, to be orthodox,* and that 
the authority of St. John of Damascus is in itself sufficient to stamp them in the eyes of 
the members of the Russo- Greek Church as orthodox. Now it is allowed both by friend 
and foe that these propositions deal with the whole of the dogmatic question with which 
they are concerned, and yet assent is yielded to them all round, but where this is the case, 
we may be assured that the point of difference is rather seeming than real. The theological 
question at the present moment stands thus. The Westerns urge the Hxap^is ix toO TloO^ 
" derivation froqi the Son ; ** the Easterns allow an (^KKa/iypis 5td rod TloO, " outshining 
through the Son." The difference is slight. The Westerns urge the ** procesBion from the 
Father and the Son ; " the Easterns admit the iKTdpewris iK toG Ilarpds 5td rod Tlov, 
" procession from the Father through the Son.*' The difference is slighter, and when the 
distinction between the words procedere and iKwopeiieaOai is brought home to them, the 
Easterns are prepared to admit that the Western phrase may be used without offence to 
orthodoxy,t while the Westerns freely make the same acknowledgment as to the Eastern 
phrase. 

In fact it is not the doctrine of the procession but the insertion of the FUioque in an 
Eeumenical Creed without Ecumenical authority which the Oriental Church will never 
acquiesce in.:|: And therein, as Bishop Pearson has taught us, they have right on their 
side. 

There is probably not more than one theologian of reputation in England who is impre- 
pared to acknowledge, with something of humility and shame, that the insertion of the 
FiMoque in the creed was unjustifiable. Thereupon the question arises— Ought it to be 

* Report on the Resolations of the Bonn Conference of 1875, by the Committee of Inter* 
communion with the Orthodox Eastern Churches (Rivingtons, London. 1876). 

t See Address of Archprieat Janyscheff to the Friends of Spiritual Enlightenment', quoted 
in the Report of the Anglo-Continental Society, 1876, and Letters of the Archimandrite 
Anastasiades, published in ** Correspondence of the Anglo- Continental Society, Part III.'' 
(Rivingtons, London, 1876). 

X See Address of Professor Ossinin to the Friends of Spiritual Enlightenment, Dec. 11, 
187s, qtioted in the Report of the Anglo-Continental Society, 1876. 
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Temoved from the creedl This is a point which could not be settled here, even if we 
put questions to the vote, which tsannot be settled at Bonn, nor by any society nor any 
theologian, hovrever eminent. It must be decided by the Church of England herself, 
whether in synods, conventions, and convocations, or in a Pan- Anglican conference. And 
here I must venture to express a hope that one sentence in the Report of the Committee 
of Convocation on the Bonn Resolutions may be modified when the report is presented to 
the House. It is laid down as an axiom that the FUioqtte cannot be removed without the 
consent of a council of the Western Churches.* I trust that the word " Western" will be 
exchanged for "Anglican.'* For I protest against the doctrine, as preposterous in the 
extreme, that the Anglican Churches are in any way bound to regard the decisions or await 
the conclusions of the unreformed Tridentine Churches. It is the right and the duty of 
the Anglican Church to determine this matter, as others, by her own voice speaking in her 
Intimate assemblies. 

On the side of leaving things as they are it is argued that there is risk of disturbing the 
popular faith by changes. On the other side it is answered that it shows a braver and 
firmer &ith to acknowledge a mistake which has inadvertently crept into a formulary, and 
that such acknowledgment is no more likely to overthrow belief in the truth of the 
doetrine than the acknowledgment, now universally made, that certain words in St John's 
'Epistle are spurious has overthrown the belief in the doctrine of the Trinity.f Again 
it in asked what will be the practicalgood of the change, and to this it is replied that should 
the Oriental Church formally and authoritatively declare, as it does declare by the voice of 
individual theologians, X that the removal of the FUioque from the creed of Nicsea was 
sufficient, while it was still retained by us in the Athanasian Creed and in our public 
prayers, not only would a vast step towards intercommunion be attained, but also the 
doctrine of the double procession would be openly acknowledged by the Eastern Church as 
a lawful opinion though not a dogma. 

Again it is argaed that the removal of the word FUioque would dig too deep a gulf be- 
tween us and the other Western Churches. To this I reply that the gulf is already im- 
passable, and that any widening which it thus underwent would be imperceptible, and, I 
must add, from my point of view unobjectionable. It is further urged by the advocates 
of the change that if we are to press, as we intend to press, the authority of antiquity on the 
Eastern Church with the view of inducing them to give up the practices and doctrines of 
icon worship, of invocation, and, so feur as they have adopted it, of transubstantiation, we 
must come before them with clean hands by recurring ourselves to that form of the creed 
of Christendom which was alone known to antiquity. 

On the whole, it would seem that the weight of argument is on the side of removing the 
words, provided that the Orthodox Church will declare that such removal will satisfy its 
demands in this matter, but if they will not give this assurance, there does not appear to 
be sufficient cause for moving the question, inasmuch as we believe that the words, though 
they ought not to be in the creed, nevertheless express sound doctrine. 

One word for the future — the Bonn Conferences are suspended, they have not ceased. 
The questions which must come up for discussion after that of the procession are the 
value of the second Council of Nicsea, the use and abuse of sacred pictures, intercession, 
invocation, eucharistic doctrine* The Oriental Church demands of us concession on the 
-question of the Filioque, We demand of the Orientals concession on the question of the 
seventh council and its teaching. It will be well if concessions can be made on both sides 
without sacrifice of truth. We may well hope that concessions will be made by the 
Orientals, for their appeal is to Holy Scripture and antiquity, and when they have become, 
as a body, sufficientiy learned in Scripture and antiquity to be aware that they do not 
support icon worship, invocation, and transubstantiation, they will be likely to give them 
>np ; but what learning can be expected of a people ground down by the tyranny of the 

* Report, p. 13. t I John v. 7. 

X See Letters of the Archimandrite Anastasiades in " Correspondence of the Anglo-Con- 
tinental Society, Part III." (Rivingtons, London, 1876). 
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Turk, who still encumbers Bnrope % On these points Angliean Churchmen are bound to- 
make themselves capable of stating in intelligible language what is the standpoint of the 
Church of England^ and what are the arguments derived from Holy, Scripture and 
primitive antiquity by which she makes good her position. The learning and candour 
already exhibited at Bonn by Germans, Buf^ianS) and Greeks, whether clergymen or lay- 
men, is such as may well excite, not only the admiration, but the emulation of English- 
men. 

But let us remember that points of detail such as those discussed in 1874 and 1875, 
and such as those which we expect to be discussed in 1877^ art but points of detail. The 
grand feature of the Old Catholic movement in its Bonn conference aspect is this : Jt is 
the first genuine, sustained, and hopeftd effort to recover primitive Christianity, to turn the 
hearts of Christians towards one another, and to reunite divided Christendom on the basis 
of Catholic, Apostolic, and Evangelic truth, that has been made for at least 300 years. As 
such, I entreat, might I not say, I demand, for it the sympathies and co-operation of the 
Church of England. 



The Right Rev. the Lobd Bishop of Winchester. 

I CAXB here with no intention of speaking in any definite form upon this subject, but rather 
wished to watch what might be said, in case anything fell on which I desired to remark. 
I scarcely know how to begin ; for so much has been said already by those who have read 
papers, that it is scarcely necessary to supplement what they have said. But I believe I 
am the only person present who was at the first Bonn Conference ; and before it I was at 
the Congress at Cologne of the Old Catholic divines. There has been a kind of feeling 
expressed by those who have spoken before me, that there may be danger of some narrow- 
ness with regard to this Old Catholic movement, that it may not be quite broad and wide 
enough for all the sympathies of Anglicans, and others who are without the borders of the 
English Church. Let me then say that the Synod or Conference at Cologne, at which I was 
present, was only two years after the Vatican Council. At the time of the Vatican 
Council, you will remember all these Old Catholics, Von Bollinger among them, were com- 
pletely within the bosom of the Roman Church, and some of them were even attending 
the Vatican Council. Two years afterwards, this great Congress met at Cologne. . I went 
there, because I was much pressed to go, and I was not pressed to go there by persons 
who might be supposed to take a special interest in this movement. The person who 
pressed me most^ and most continually, was an eminent Nonconformist divine. He said 
it was perhaps the greatest movement in Europe for centuries, and that the Nonconformists 
could not by any possibility help it so much as we of the Church of England, " because,"^ 
he said, "you of the Church are Catholic, and therefore these people will understand what 
you say and what you feel." Pressed in this way I went. My dear friend, who has just 
spoken, has described very graphically the last Conference at Bonn. May I describe that 
great Congress at Cologne, at which I was present ? 

Day after day there was assembled together, in a hall very much larger than this, a 
company more than double the number of this, although the meeting was in a town of not 
one-third the size of Plymouth. ' Almost all the persons were of the educated classes^ 
They were either of the gentry or the middle classes, and they listened for hours, day 
after day, to the eloquent language of those who spoke to them. Many of them stood all 
the day long listening. Every one had to pay a certain sum of money before entering, and 
I think I never saw any public meeting so apparently intelligent, &o generally enthusi- 
astic, as that vast meeting at Cologne, when the Old Catholics were first forming themselves 
into something like a definite body. Well, at that time, what was their standpoint ? 
They had got very little beyond the Council of Trent. They felt that the dogma of the 
immaculate conception promulgated sixteen years before the Vatican Council was an 
innovation, and they felt that the doctrine of infallibility decreed in the Vatican Council 
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was altoged&er novel ; but at that moment many of them were not inolined to go foither 
back than tl^e Council of Trent But the next year there was a change. Well, now, 
after the lapse of four years you see the extent to which they have gone. Two years ago 
I went to the first Conference at Bonn, to which my Right Rev. brother and dear friend. 
Bishop Perry, has alluded. There had been great advance then. Ddllinger was prepared 
to throw aside the Council of Trent, and almost all the innoTstions of the Church of 
Borne. The resolutions drawn up at that time are those to which Bishop Ferry alluded. 
I was present only the first day, therefore I have no responsibility with regard to those 
articles criticised by him. I was responsible for the preliminary sentence, which was 
drawn up almost in my words. But as Bishop Perry has expressed some apprehension 
and fear that they might lead the Church of England into a complicity with something 
which may be considered as medieval and Bomish, I will venture to say this : The persons 
who were assembled there besides the Old Catholics were a few Eastern Churchmen, 1^ few 
English Churchmen of eveij possible school ; there was no school in the Church of England 
Tinrepresented there ; there were Americans of various schools ; there were Lutherans and 
one or two Evangelicals— I suppose they would be considered as Calvinists, but, however, 
they were members of the Evangelical Church of Germany. Therefore, a more represen- 
tative body could not be found, and it was they who agreed to these articles being drawn 
up. I am not prepared to say I would defend every word in those articles, but yet I 
think you will see, if they are {Surly weighed, they are not such as would involve us in 
any real departure from the standards of the English Church. 

Let me just speak on the subject of tradition, upon which Bishop Perry dwelt for some little 
time. The word tradUion may be used in a very formidable and dangerous way, or in a very 
innocent way indeed. If tradition merely means the carrying us back to the earliest agefs, 
to seemg what it was the whole Church of Christ agreed to for the first three, four, five, or 
six centuries of the Christian history, if that be the meaning of tradition (and I think 
that was the meaning of it as drawn up here), then I cannot think there is anything 
dangerous in it. It is simply a pure historical testimony to the truth of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Some of our most distinctly Protestant divines have written books of 
great value, showing that what was first was true, and what was late was adulterated. 
Geoige Stanley Faber, for instance, has written book after book on the primitive doctrine 
of election, justification, and the like, showing that the early doctrines held by the 
Church were the truest, the purest, and the best. In that sense of the word " tradition " 
surely it is useful. The thing which is really dangerous is not going back to the 
primitive ages, but allowing primitive truth to develop into medieval or later error. 
Development is the real danger, and not primitiveness. The men who fought and died 
for the purity of the faith in the English Church, declared that they had come as near as 
they possibly could to the doctrine and discipline of the " Old Holy Catholic and true 
Church." If the Old Catholics will do that, they will not lead us into error. This meeting 
at Cologne and both the Conferences at Bonn were not in the least representative as far 
as we were concerned. We did not go as representative men. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, indeed, encouraged the Bishop of Lincoln and myself to go, but only as private 
members of the Church of England. Of course I was a bishop, and I am afraid I must 
say that a bishop must always be more or less a representative man ; but in going there 
there was no attempt to represent the English Church. I merely represented myself.. 
Therefore, if there is any conclusion to which the Conference has come that is disagree- 
able to Anglicans, they can reject it altogether. We went not to represent any one, 
but to help these noble men to struggle oat of the many difficulties in which they had be- 
come involved by the arrogant action of the Vatican Council. Just think now of the 
progress that they have made. Six years ago all these men were in the Roman Church, 
involved in ultramontanism ; but during those six years they have gone most rapidly 
onwards. I hope they have not gone too fast. Ground is more safely occupied when it 
is gradually occupied. Happily, with such a wonderful man as Yon DoUinger at their 
head they have gone on prudently. If it had not been for him, with the enthusiasoi 
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natorally produced by reformAtioD, they might have gone too fast. They have thrown off 
more error» in these six years than our own reformers did in twenty years. 

When do yon date the commencement of the Beformation ? Probably in 1519. In 1533 
the supremacy of the Pope was rejected, and in 1548 the first Prayer Book of Edward 
YI. came out, and I do not know that it differs very much in doctrine from that of the 
Old Catholics. They haye more difficulties to contend with, and yet they have made this 
wonderful progress. 

I^ow the Church of England is Catholic in eyery way, and only rejects error. We have 
not rejected the Churches of France or Italy, but we have rejected Popery and the 
Papacy. The greatest Archbishop that there has probably been in England since the 
reign of Charles II. tried hard to get a reunion between the Ghdlican Church and the 
English Church, and the Gallican Church then was not a third part as much reformed as 
are the Old Catholics ; yet all history has applauded the action of Archbishop Wake. 
Mosheim gives a long account of it, and, though a Lutheran, applauded his action. Surely, 
then, our natural condition is to do all we can to help these men. They have succeeded 
wonderfully, but one thing they very much want is clergy. It is most difficult for them 
to persuade the clergy to come over to them from the Ultramontane Church, because 
they must sufftir the utmost privation. I think I may commend to this large assembly, 
afi one of the best objects to which they can devote their wealth, the assisting the Old 
Catholics in educating young men for the ministry of the Church. There is a vast amount 
of intelligence to support them, but they are terribly wanting in a supply for a future 
ministry. Let me in conclusion allude to two things. Bishop Sandford, the Bishop of 
Gibraltar, a man of the most moderate opinions, made the last speech at the last Bonn 
Conference, saying, if there ever was a reason why men should sing a Te Deum, it was 
because of the hope of reunion kindled by that meeting. The other point is, if you will 
not do what you can to help the Old Catholics, what other hope is there of reunion ? The 
Old Catholics are the only body of Christians on the Continent who have made progress 
except the Ultramontane Church. It indeed has made vast progress. It is bringing over 
a vast number of people to the Roman Church. But with this exception, the only Chris- 
tian body that has made progress is the Old Catholics. Can there be anything more con- 
sistent witb the fandamental and large Catholic principles of the English Churchy than to 
give help to brothers in necessity so noble and true as these Old Catholics? 



DISCUSSION. 

The Rev. F. W. Puller, B.A., Vicar of Roath, Glamorgansliire. 

If it had not been that I had last year the good fortune to be at the Bonn Conference, and 
on the road to that Conference had the opportunity of spending two days at Utrecht, I 
should not have volunteered to intrude myself on the Congress. I desire to address myself 
to one or \i^o difficulties in reference to the ecclesiastical position, of the Old Catholics, 
which I have observed to be felt by people with whom I have had conversations on the 
subject. I have observed that many excellent members of the Church of England, in 
speaking of this movement, have felt this difficulty — that they could not altogether 
sympathise with people who were acting in opposition to their legitimate pastors and 
bishops. Such persons sympathised very much with the Old Catholics in their opposition 
to the Vatican Decrees, and they sympathised with the difficulties in which that opposi- 
tion has pkced them. Still there was the fact, which on the face of it appeared to savour 
of schism, that they were setting up buildings within the boundaries of old established 
parishes for the administration of the Sacraments, such buildings and services being in no 
way under the control of the regular parish priests, and further, that they had a bishop 
without a fixed see, who was going in and out of the dioceses of other bishops, confirming 
and ordaining the faithful within their jurisdiction. Another difficulty arose from the fear 
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lest the mere remlsion from the errors which the Vatican Council tried to impose upon the 
"Church, and from other errors which the Old Catholics haye discovered to exist in the 
popular teaching of the Roman Church, would drive them into some opposite extreme. 
Now in answer to the former of these difficulties, I would observe, that what Would be 
altogether wrong and schismatical in a normal condition of things may become justifiable 
in an abnormal state of affiiirs. Six years ago 50,000 of the faithful in Grermany discovered 
themselves in the position of being refused the Sacraments, unless they accepted that which 
they knew to be a lie. Now I say that to be placed in such a dreadful alternative con- 
stituted an abnormal condition of affiurs. Then I go on to say — I hope I am not mistaken 
— I have not had the opportunity of looking the matter up, but my impression is that in 
the early Church we find precedents for the course which the Old Catholics have taken. 
After the Council of Ariminum, in the fourth century, when Catholics, to their horror, woke 
up and found themselves Arians, when almost all the bishops of the West had polluted 
themselves by signing an Arian formula, when the faithful found that they must either 
communicate with bishops who had denied the GK>dhead of their Bedeemer, or else go with- 
out the Sacraments, St. Eusebius of Yeroellse, a holy bishop in North Italy, went into 
many dioceses of the West, with which officially he had no connection, confirming neo- 
phytes, and ordaining clergy to minister to the faithful laity who had not &llen into Arianism. 
It seems to me that the conduct of this holy bishop, which was approved by St. Athana- 
flins, covers the ground which the Old Catholic leaders have taken up. 

Then with reference to the other difficulty, the danger people fear that the Old Catho- 
lics may pass from mere revulsion of feeling into an extreme of innovation, it seems to me 
that hitherto they have been so wonderfully prudent and conservative, that there is no 
sufficient reason for alarm. They have not yet even restored the chalice to the laity, a 
thing whfch no doubt they must wish to do, and will do in due time. I merely put that 
forward, not as a thing to laud or blame, but only as an illustration of their great caution 
in the introduction of any change. Then, as has already been pointed out, the mere 
leadership of Dr. Yon Dollinger, with his wonderful knowledge of ecclesiastical history, of 
Holy Scripture, and of the best traditions of the Church, is a great safeguard to them, and 
has no doubt been very much blessed by the grace of God to keep them straight. One 
further point is this — I think there is one remarkably conservative element in the Old 
Catholic Communion, and that is the Church of Holland. I spent two days, as I have 
said, in Utrecht last year ; and although I felt that the Church of Holland was, if any- 
thing, too stiff and conservative, that if it exaggerated anything, it exaggerated its own im- 
mobility, still it seemed to be providentially arranged that there should be that element 
brought into communion with the more fervid spirit which has grown up in Germany. 
The Dutch Communion, carrying with it its marvellous traditions from the old times of 
Pascal, Fort Boyal, and Amauld, has been the means of conveying to the German Old 
Catholics the grace of the episcopate, first to Dr. Beinkens, and then through hiin to Dr. 
Herzog ; and my hope is that the union of these two separate elements of Old Catholicism 
may tend to stir up a spirit of progress among the Dutch ; and on the other hand, may act 
as a check to keep the Germans from going too far. 



Kbv. Pbebbndart W. K Cla.rk. 

I HAD not intended to address the Congress on this subject, lut as I learnt that very few 
were sending in their names, and as I had given some special attention to tha Old Catholic 
movement, and as I have some slight acquaintance with Dr. Dollinger, and had learnt his 
•own thoughts on this subject, I consented to say a few words. I would rather speak in a 
general way on those grounds of sympathy which ought to be acknowledged to exist between 
the Old Catholics and ourselves. The history of this movement has been sufficiently 
traced, but in some of the speeches delivered, and I have no doubt in many minds in this 
jMsembly, doubts have occurred as to whether we were justified in having that perfect sym- 
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Itaihy with the Old Catholics which I am sure we shonld desire to possess. The Bishop 
of Winchester has said so many things that I shonld have desired to say, that there is very^ 
little for me to add. A word or two on the beginning of the movement^ a beginning whieh 
has been questioned by some of ourseWes firom a side opposite to that expressed this afber*^ 
noon. If ever rebellion or revolntion were lawful it was after the promnlgation of the 
Vatican Decrees. I am quite in agreement with those who hold that it is a yeiy serious 
thing to separate firom the branch of the Catholic Church in which we may happen to be, 
and if the so-called doctrine promulgated merely rested upon a metaphysical proposition or 
idea, I should find great difficulty in justifying separation upon such a ground; but when 
the proposition is not a mere abstract question or metaphysical notion like transubstantia- 
tion which no one can absolutely pronounce to be Mse, although we may refuse to accept 
it as unproved ; when it is a simple fact of history, then I say we are stultifying our reason 
and making faith impossible if we accept that which the history of the Church contra- 
dicts. Every one who has read Friedrich's " Tagebuch," must remember how he tells us 
that those who were the most active promoters of the dogma were ignorant of its history ; 
or as Dr. Dollinger said, they were half ignorant, for they knew there were difficulties in 
accepting the dogma, but they did not know that it was impossible to get over them. 
Therefore the Old Catholics said, " If we accept this doctrine, we must accept everything ; 
if we do not protest now, we never can protest again." I say we ought to sympathise with 
this movement, because its principles are substantially the same as those of our English 
Beformation ; they assert not a new religion, but an historical religion, and that was the 
actual position of the reformers of the English Church. The reformers of the English 
Church did not want to make a new religion, even as they would not accept a new religion 
made by the Pope of Rome, and the Old Catholics had no more business to accept a new 
religion mad^ at Bome in the nineteenth century, than the m(^e conseryative portion of the 
Eeiormed Church had to accept a new religion made in the sixteenth century at Groneva. 

The whole question is an historical question. The reformation of the Church of England,, 
as the reformers understood it, was this, they said, ** We do not wish to overthrow the fiedth 
we have received. We do not wish to root up the Church from its foundation. We 
wish to remove those corruptions which have as it were fallen accidentally into the pure 
stream of Christian doctrine in its course through the world." This is exactly what the 
Old Catholics have done, only they have done it under a fearful provocation of which we 
had no experience. In reference to some remarks made here to-day, I would say that so 
£ar from our sympathy with the Old Catholics endangering our own reformation position, 
it seems to be one of the best means of retaining it. It has been suggested that in 
sympathising with these new reformers we may endanger our own old reformation. It 
seems to me that the danger is quite as much the other way. No student of history can 
think we are protecting ourselves against a return to Romanism by going as far as possible 
from Bomanism. If that had been the case, Holland would never have had the experience 
it has had through the last three centuries. Holland, whose extreme Calvinism brought 
the great John of Bamaveld to the scaffi>ld, and drove Grotius out of his native land — 
Holland, which adopted such an extreme form of Protestantism, is now largely Boman 
Catholic. Whilst I have very little sympathy with those who would strive to imitate 
merely Boman ways among ourselves, yet we must remember this, that if Bome with all 
its errors has sucii hold upon so many millions of its subjects, it must have some power 
greater than its errors to hold them so firmly. We may learn something from Boman 
Catholics, something from the Greeks, that may do ourselves good — something that may 
satisfy the cravings of some of our own people who are wanting to go somewhere else for 
their own satisfaction ; so from the Old Catholics, too, we may be able to enrich our fiuth,. 
our doctrine, and onr practice by many things which we may learn from them. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Bev, JR. H. Barnes. 43 

The Rev. E. H. Barnes, M.A., Prebendary of Exeter, 
Vicar of Heavitree, near Exeter. 

Thsbx is, I thinks one practical point which deserves our attention ; and in puttug it 
before you, I would have yon observe that our President's words at the commencement were 
words to be accepted by this Congress in all its discussions — viz., that there would be the 
greatest danger for ns, unless we turn each discussion to that which is most practical in it. 
I wiah^ therefore, to express that this subject, coming as the first subject in tiiis Congress, 
carries with it a great danger. It is a subject which almost seems to throw into the shade 
other subjects so vital and deep, that this should hardly have been chosen as the first. If 
I am rightly apprehending it in this way, the Congress will see that it must be looked upon 
in itself as a question subordinate in some degree to those which are more vital to us in our 
present work ; and if it is to be accepted in its fulness, it must be accepted with regard to 
similar movements all|over Christendom. The late Professor C. S. Blunt — a namelhonoured 
among us as that of a most wise, true, and cautious guide of the Ghureh of England^ in his 
book on the duties of the parish priest, forewarns us of those doctrinal dangers into which 
clergymen may easily fall when travelling, and away from home restraints. At the 135th 
page he refers to Dr. Qilly's Waldensian researches, and writes thus : *' Vastly more is 
such a safeguard wanted to protect us from mischief in other and more modem quarters, 
for whichever way we turn we have influences working upon us which tend to sap the 

principles of our Church If we use ... a book of travels, especially of religious 

trayek, its author, a clergyman himself, has strayed perhaps in his sentiments from his 
Church as fiEu: as he has in his steps from his country." And elsewhere in his book the 
Professor points out that 00 one who is ordained in the Church of England — be he bishop, 
priest, or deacon— has any right, as an officer of our Church, to associate himself with 
Christians who are not of his own Church, if he acts merely by his own will and without 
the corporate guidance of his Church. He does not mean that we have no right to asso- 
ciate ourselves in sympathy— God forbid that we should so mistake his meaning-^but he 
means that we have no right of our own impulse at the moment to join in ordination or to 
administer the Sacraments, or perhaps in some cases no right to receive the Holy Com- 
munion. I have twice been aisked to join in ordination, once by the pastors of the Yau- 
dois in 1856, once at a later date by Protestant ministers near Basle. On those occasions 
Professor Blunt's words were felt by me to be words restraining me from ministering ; and 
similarly in the case of the Alt Eatholische community we have no right, because we feel 
sympathy, therefore to officiate. I state this lest we should take amiss some words which 
Lord Plunket this afternoon addressed to us ; they were, that ** we need not wait for one 
Church to move in a corporate capacity," or words to this effect. It is at this point that 
we require Professor Blunt's wise caution. We must look at Europe generally, and then 
ask ourselves the question, Is it wrong for a clergyman of the Church of England to join 
with them in their ministrations? I say it is most wrong. If it please our heavenly 
Father to remove the wise guides they have at present — if the present Pope is succeeded 
by a Pope of a very diflFerent character — ^if German imperial favour is turned away from 
them, many Old Catholics may return to the Church of Rome, and they themselves claim 
the right of doing so consistently. Mine is a word of caution ; and while we show our 
sympathy with them by conferences or by contributions, it yet may be of use to some 
clergy when removed from the restraints of home to recollect how this matter presents 
itself practically, as viewed soberly during the present discussion. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



44 Bonn Conference — Addresses, 

Eev. Dr. Belcher of St. Faith's, Stoke-Newington. 

I DESIRE to make only an observation or two, as the time is nearly up, and it is to this 
effect — that I hope one or two of the remarks of the first reader will not be generally 
accepted. I mean some of the closing remarks of his Lordship, Bishop Ferry. His Lord- 
ship made a doctrina] statement as to his impression of the meaning of St. Paul's words, 
'* Show forth." The one remark I desire to make about that is, that there is a very valu- 
able essay published on that word last week in the shape of a sermon by the Eev. Arthur 
Dawson, in which Mr. Dawson shows most conclusively that the meaning of the word is the 
very reverse of that put upon it by his Lordship, and as a humble priest I claim liberty to 
think for myself. I say, Do not speak about the meaning of Greek words, but read up the sub- 
ject for yourselves. A great many people talk about the Greek and the Russian Church 
who have never been present at a Greek service. I was not long ago in a state of abyssmal 
ignorance on the subject, but a lay Churchman who has gone to his rest, whose name will 
be received with respect, the late Robert Brett, put into my hands the Russian Catechism 
translated into English, and sold by Parker. I was astonished to find the scriptural 
nature of the teaching. I commend to those who would study the question not to take 
the accounts of men of extreme views as to what the Ghreek Church teaches, but to take her 
own words. The present state of affairs in regard to the Eastern question will probably 
exercise a great influence as to the reunion of Christendom. I will conclude by saying, 
that I do hope to see the day when the cross shall be again uplifted on St. Sophia, and 
the liturgy of St Chrysostom be established in the place of the teaching of the fftlse prophet. 



The Rev. John James, M. A., Rector of Avington, West 
Hungerford. 

In the three minutes remaining to me, I shall, I trust, be able to say the three words 
which I only desire to say because they have not otherwise been said. 

First, I would say, All honour to the Anglo- Continental Society, and especially to its 
President, the Lord Bishop of Winchester, and its Secretary, the Rev. Prebendary 
Meyrick, for the very considerable amount of aid and encouragement rendered by its 
means to the originators and promoters of the Old Catholic movement in Germany and 
Switzerland. 

Next, I desire to ask the Congress, and through it to ask the whole Church of England, 
to render to that great movement the aid and encouragement which its promoters 
would derive from our prayers — intercessory prayers to Almighty God that His blessing 
and guidance may still, as heretofore, be vouchsafed them in their arduous and critical 
work. My Lord, I have great faith in the efficacy of intercessory prayer — so great faith 
as convinces me that many more of those who have gone out from us into various paths of 
•error and superstition and unbelief would have been restored, and would still be 
restored to us, had we made, and would we still make, their return to us a subject of fer- 
vent prayer. Nay, even of such an one as Arius, I humbly venture to believe that, if 
instead of the prayers which are known to have been offered for, and were supposed 
to have been granted in, his judicial removal by death, prayers at the throne of grace had 
been fervently offered by the orthodox for his enlightenment and conversion, his conversion 
and enlightenment would have been vouchsafed by a prayer-hearing God. Let me then 
entreat that every one of you who are interested in what you have heard of the surprising 
advance in numbers, and in steps towards reformation, of the Old Catholics of Germany 
and Switzerland, would prove your interest in them, and render them some efiiBctual aid 
and encouragement, by your prayers. For, not to speak df the direct results of intercessory 
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prayer for them, in the blessed gifU of heavenly wisdom and guidance, the indirect 
resnltB arising from the assurance of yoor sympathy being so expressed would be great 
indeed. Nothing in the world probably would encourage them so much. 

And now, my third word is to ask the Congress, in this great Old Catholic movement, 
and in the special position of our English Church, to see approaches gradually being made 
towards the intercommunion, as contradistinguished from the union, of the Churches of 
Christendom. Union, my Lord, seems to me to be a word implying a closer agreement in 
doctrine and discipline and ritual than seems attainable to communities of fallen men, 
a closer agreement than seems to have been contemplated by the Divine Head of the 
Church, as between the several constituent members of His mystical body, in which each, 
member has a specific name and vocation of its own. While, however, union is more 
or less chimerical and unattainable, intercommunion — such as existed between the several 
oonfederated Churches of the first centuries — is, I believe, no chimera, but is, as it has 
been once proved to be, attainable. Intercommunion is attainable, as I believe, upon the 
umple condition that each corporate member of Christ's mystical body should recognise 
in every other corporate member its just claim to a proper place therein, and that each 
individual of each such corporate member should recognise in every other individual of 
every other corporate member a just claim to participate with him in the sacramental 
communion of the body and blood of Christ, as of their common Lord and Head. Such 
intercommunion between the Churches of Christendom— between all who profess and call 
themselves Christians— is, my Lord, I venture to believe, not only desirable but attainable, 
in answer to fervent prayer and to the exhibition of mutual charities —attainable 
'* throughout the world," except, alas ! always in the instance of that Church, the most 
acbismatical in the world, which has hitherto proudly refused the Christian name and ' 
Ckristian charities to all but those within her own pale. 

The proceedings then terminated in the usual manner. 



TUESDAY EVENING, 3ri OCTOBER. 



' The Right Eev. the President took the Chair at 
10 minutes past 7. 

IMPORTANCE OF THE EXTENSION OF THE EPISCOPATE 

FOR WORK IN LARGE DIOCESES AND LARGELY 

POPULATED TOWNS. 

PAPER. 

Earl Nelson. 

The identity of the Bishop with his church or diocese is complete, as 
complete as the identity of the father of the family with the church 
that is in his house. The qualification of a Bishop is that '' he ruleth 
Ills own house well, for if a man know not how to rule his own house, 
how can he take care of the Church of God ? " 

The Angels 6r Bishops of the Seven Churchea are identical with the 
Seven Churches. And the epistles to the Seven Churches are full of 
rebukes and commendations and promises essentially personal, and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



46 Extension of the Episcopate — Papers. 

applicable alike to the then Bishops and the Churches over which they 
ruled. They are, in fact, inseparable. How truly has all history 
exemplified this fact ! When the Church was overrun with the Arian 
heresy how many Bishops became Arian ! And so from time to time 
in Church history, when either the desire to rule by the temporal 
sword, or a gross Erastianism, or a deadness and worldliness over- 
whelmed the Bishops of any branch of Christ's Church, it has been 
shown to be nothing but a clear reflection of the spirit of that par- 
ticular Church at that particular period. 

Hence arose that antipathy against prelacy which terminated in the 
Fresbyterianism of the Puritans. The Bishops did but typify the spirit 
of the age influencing the Church at that specific time, and bore the 
brunt of the blame fbr those very blemishes which were the curse of 
the age, and which, after all, were not confined to the Bishops or to . 
the Churches over which they ruled, but were found rampant among 
the Puritan Nonconformists, who, when they came into power, revelled, 
under the shallow mask of cant and sham, in the same evils of 
arrogance, worldliness, and persecuting zeal which they had before been 
so earnest to condemn, so that Milton, himself a Puritan, complains 
" that Presbyter was but old priest writ large." From this identity of 
the Bishops with the Churches over which they rule, I gather two 
• important conclusions, ist. That it is very foolish for us to treat 
irreverently those set over us in the Lord, whose faults, where they are 
to be found, are too often only a reflection of our own, or at least sueh 
that greater zeal on our part could quickly remedy. 2nd. That it is 
an anomalous state of things, demanding an immediate remedy, when- 
ever the increasing life and energy of a Church throws more direct 
personal work upon the Bishop than he is able efficiently to perform. 

It is from sueh a deadlock that we are at present suffering, and I am 
anxious to point out the direct evils which arise from such a state of 
things, and the false and true remedies for them. 

Our present dioceses have become a great deal too large ; a greater 
spiritual energy among both clergy and laity has sprung up in nearly 
all of them, and our overworked Episcopate, finding it impossible to 
administer their overgrown dioceses in the primitive way, have been 
driven into irregular courses. 

The tendency of an overgrown diocese is to compel the Bishop 
(however much he may strive against it, and many of them do nobly 
strive against it to the utmost of their power) to become more and 
more simply executive officers of the State, administering the law 
ainongst their clergy by the help of legal advisers. 

It also directly tends to induce attempts to govern the Church by 
Episcopal manifestoes, or by new laws originating from caucusses of 
Bishops meeting in a private and informal way, instead of governing 
the Church each in his own diocese by the assistance and advice of his 
clergy and laity after the older and more primitive model. 

As a direct protest against these increasing evils, and as witnessing 
to a desire for the restoration of the old identity between 'the Bishop, 
priests, and people, we hear from time to time from our honje pulpits 
and from committees of our missionary societies a cry waxing louder 
and more outspoken for Bishops who will show themselves above all 
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^worldly considerations ; who will lead missions against the heathen ; 
'who will seek to put down vice and intemperance by the spiritual 
power which Christ has granted to His Church; who will counsel 
their clesgy, and take counsel with them, instead of ruling them 
merely as executive officers of the State. 

In a word, the existing evils have induced many virtually to go 
in for disestablishment, and to protest against any more State or (as 
they are called in India) Presidency Bishops being appointed. 

These men, when asked to further any scheme for the increase of 
the Episcopate, object — either that the new diocese proposed is still 
larger than it ought to be, or that the endowment required by the 
State is larger than is at all requisite ; or, coming nearer to the real 
objection, that it is useless to have any more Bishops directly appointed 
by the State. 

Now, I will make all reasonable allowance for their disappointment 
at the deadlock to which our overgrown dioceses have brought us; 
but I must protest strongly against their mode of action. If they 
believe our existing Episcopate, both at -home and in India, to be 
so hopelessly Erastian as to supersede its true Catholicity, let them 
say so, and we shall know how to deal with them ; but, if they do not 
venture on so bold an assertion, they have no right to thwart the 
increase of the Episcopate when proposed on the same lines as the 
existing Episcopate of our Established Church. 

I unhesitatingly appeal to past history to show that, though the 
efficiency of the Episcopate has been much hindered by the overgrown 
size of our dioceses, an increase of the Episcopate on the same lines is 
a sure remedy for the existing evils. We have but to go to the records 
of the Colonial Bishoprics' Council to bring overwhelming evidence in 
favour of my statement. The increase of the colonial Episcopate was 
made essentially upon the -old State lines under the system of letters 
patent. And yet it has brought to light a vigour, in the renewed 
Episcopate of our colonial churches, enough to show that State con- 
nection is of necessity no bar to the increase of spiritual power, and 
also that the surest way to increase the Episcopate is by territorial 
dioceses — large at first, but capable of subsequent subdivision in 
accordance with the acknowledged customs of the Christian Church 
in all ages. 

We have lived to see that such an increase of the Episcopate, begun 
on the lines of State connection, can survive even amongst the evils 
which, in one conspicuous case — Natal — have arisen from it, and can 
survive even when, by the abolition of the original letters patent, that 
State connection has been entirely swept away. 

To take any other view, you must ignore all the spiritual growth 
witnessed both at home and in the colonies during the last half 
century ; discard a remedy which has hitherto been a great success, 
and, with a childish impatience, seek to undermine a solid foundation 
thai you may build a house of cards upon the ruins. 

If the Bishop represents the flock, so does the flock stamp the 
<iharacter of the Bishop. Therefore the remedy for our existing evils 
is in our own hands; and if we only desire to restore our existing 
Bishops to a more complete oneness or identity with the churches 
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under their charge, the thing can be done without in any way dis- 
turbing the present connection between Church and State. It is not 
done because neither Bishops, clergy, or laity are (except in certain^ 
individual cases) thoroughly striving for its accomplishment. 

The clergy too often, instead of pressing for confidential advice, and- 
showing to the Bishops the increasing necessity for smaller dioceses, 
go to others, saying that they know their Bishops have no time, or- 
accept a mere formal correspondence by post instead of a personal 
interview ; others, clergy and laity, immediately prefer the law courts- 
to any direct Episcopal control. 

And it is curious to see how, while eager to protest against the- 
Public Worship Regulation Act, we entirely ignore the one good part 
of it which tends directly to restore the true relationship of Bishops,, 
priests, and people, by turning the Bishop from legal administrator 
into the spiritual adviser and councillor of those committed to his- 
charge. 

Again, we waste our time in protests against lay courts of appeal,, 
which, whether we are established or disestablished, we must equally 
have recourse to so long as we hold property; and we protest a» 
earnestly against the tyranny of the Bishops in their interference with 
curates, although it is the direct exercise on the part of the Bishops of 
that true spiritual jurisdiction for which we long. 

Of course, it would be just that the conge d'dire should become the- 
reality it once was, though so long as the nomination is made from 
among our own priests we have not much real danger to apprehend 
from indiscreet appointments. Of course, too, it would be better if 
the State had not required such large endowments for the new sees ; but 
surely this is a fault on the right side, asd when secured will be a sure 
test of a real self-denying zeal. 

Are we not wasting our energies over these miserable details, and ii> 
protesting against evils which undoubtedly exist, instead of putting our 
shoulders resolutely to the wheel to remove the main cause of them T. 
For, after all, these things are as nothing, and sink into nothing, in 
comparison with the strength and power which a restoration of true 
unity of action between Bishop, priests, and people would afford. This 
once attained, all the other things would be ours. 

Why, then, cannot we work together heartily towards the desired 
end? 

We must have workable dioceses, so that the Bishops may have time 
to know their clergy as personal friends, to lead missions, to hold 
synods, to build up, by means of the clergy and laity in their charge^ 
the true Household of God in each diocese. 

Bishop Gray wrote : — " It is not in accordance with the principles of 
our branch of the Church, or of the primitive and Apostolic Church,, 
that the Bishop should by his sole authority settle all questions which, 
may arise, and conduct the affairs of the Church through all their details- ^ 
The presbyters, the deacons, and the laity of the Church each have theic 
separate functions, responsibilities, privileges, which are at present in 
much danger of being overlooked." 

And it is essential that the old relationships between the Bishop and 
his flock should be restored, if they are " to feed the flock of God/^ 
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'' neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the 
flock ; " if they are " to preach the word in season and out of season, to 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and- doctrine," being 
*^ gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing 
those that oppose themselves." 

The state administrator, which oilr overgrown dioceses too often now 
compel our Bishops to become, cannot do these things. If a clergyman 
or layman come to him for guidance, he has before him the possibility 
of having eventually to act as a judge or administrator of the state laws. 
And all sympathy on the one side, and desire for guidance on the other, 
is at once checked. 

There is only one way to restore the old relationship. Such a sub- 
division of dioceses as will give to our Bishops the opportunity of know- 
ing their clergy so well as to enable them to guide and advise them as 
friends before such advice is formally asked of them. 

Advice given by a Bishop who had time to throw his whole sympathy 
into his clerical or lay brother's feelings would win a willing obedience, 
when the formally asked legal opinion would create a direct antagonism. 

A Bishop, ruling by the rules of the Bible and the Church, must gain 
a willing obedience from all true Christians living under the same rule, 
and willing equally to bear and forbear with one another ; but as soon 
as public opinion or worldly considerations come in, all that is peaceful 
and Christian in the relationship is obliterated, and an appeal made to 
a bare interpretation of the law cannot be of necessity binding on either 
party until a legal decision is obtained. 

The restoration of the true ' relationship between the Bishop and the 
clergy and laity of his diocese would have a direct tendency to remove 
our present apparent lawlessness and much of our internal schisms ; 
and I am convinced that towards the attainment of this there is no 
necessity to abrogate, though we may hope to amend, the present rela- 
tions between Church and State. A return to the old identity can be 
attained by a proper subdivision of existing dioceses, and we must not 
forget that every subdivision is a direct advance towards a still further 
division. 

But to gain the desired end it is essential that the Bishops, clergy, 
and people should work together for the attainment of it 

Let us strive, then, to root out from among us all lingering longings 
for the use of the temporal sword for the enforcement of spiritual dis- 
cipline ; this is the peculiar error of the papacy and of the Eoman Curia 
at the present time, and we must not forget that it is blazoned on the 
forefront of the Gospel dispensation — "My kingdom is not of this 
world." Therefore, let us learn to look to spiritual influences in pre- 
ference to State Law. Let us be prepared to throw aside, it may be, 
somewhat of worldly pomp and position, by consenting to the division 
of endowments "«^th the division of sees ; aird if we only determine, as 
a united body, that the thing shall be done, we shall soon win back that 
normal identity between Bishop, priests, and people which originally 
bound us together, and gave us a strength among the nations to which 
the bare accidents of temporal pomp or of temporal power are' as 
nothing. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



SQ Extension of the Episcopate — Papers. 

The Rev. Henry Temple, M.A., Vicar of St. Jolin's, Leeds. 

George Herbert commences his famous Treatise on the Pastorate by * 
^^ setting aside the Reverend Prelates of the Church, to whom this 
discourse ariseth not;" and my own first thought in beginning 
this paper is, that what I am expected to discuss is essentially a Bishop's 
question. If our Fathers in God, in full sight of their responsibilities, 
declare that (God being their helper) the work of their dioceses is not 
beyond them, there is little more to be said. If, on the other hand, 
they say it is beyond them, if in the full tide of pious energy they 
demonstrate before our eyes that it is beyond them, above all, if they 
offer that practical self-sacrificing proof of their cry for help being well 
founded which has been offered in this diocese, and in the diocese of 
Durham,t then I say the object of this particular meeting of the Church 
Congress is all but accomplished. For it is incredible that the Church- 
men of England can turn a deaf ear to such representations. What I 
fear does cause some misgiving «nd some hesitation, is that the voice of 
our English Episcopate has not been quite unanimous % on thie important 
subject. And if our Church laity are left to choose between the opin- 
ion of one Bishop and the opinion of another as to the extent of 
territory and population of which a diocese may properly consist, they 
will too surely be tempted to revert to that position which is known in 
diplomacy as the status quo. 

Our idea of the proper size of a diocese must depend, in the first in- 
stance, on our notion of what may fitly be expected from its Bishop. 
Propriety suggests that on this head I should substitute for any concep- 
tion of my own the conception formed by one who was himself an 
English Bishop of Apostolic teaching in this respect. § " Prerogatives 
there were many," says Bishop Bilson, " appropriate unto Bishops by 
the authority of the canons and custom of the Church ; as reconciling 
of penitents, confirmation of infants and others that were baptized by 
laying on their hands, dedication of churches, and such like ; but these 
tended, as Jerome saith, to the honour of their priesthood rather than 
to the necessity of any law. The things proper to Bishops, which 
might not be common to presbyters, were singularity in succeeding, and 
superiority in ordaining. These two, the Scriptures and Fathers 
reserve only to Bishops ; they never communicate them unto presbyters. 
In every Church and city there might be many presbyters, there could 
be but one chief to govern the rest ; the presbyters for need might im- 
pose hands on penitents and infants ; but by no means might they or- 
dain Bishops or ministers of the Word and Sacraments." Armed with 
these prerogatives, the Bishop was expected || ** to stay profane and vain 
babblings, to impose hands on such as were fit, to receive accusations 
against ungodly presbyters, to rebuke them openly according to their 
•deserts, to reject those women who might abuse the privilege of Church 

* A Priest to the Temple, cap. ii. 

+ Letter to the Archbishop of York, April 24, 1876. 

t See Coventry Standard, August 19, 1876. 

§ Bilson on the Perpetual Government of Christ's Church, ed. Oxford 1842, p. 316. 

il Ibid., p. 2gT. 
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widowhood, to see true labourers in the Word honoured and cherished, 
and finally to oversee the whole house of God and every part thereof, 
as well teachers and presbyters as deacons, widows, and hearers- 
Especially, moreover, he was to reject heretics after one or two admoni- 
tions, he was sharply to rebuke with all authority, not suffering any 
man to despise him. And all was to be done without respecting per- 
sons, or any inclining to parts." 

With this ideal in our minds, we shall be prepared, I think, to admit 
roughly that the number of Bishops in any country ought to vary directly 
with the extent of territory, the total population (seeing that even among 
heathen he must do the work of an Evangelist), the Christian population, 
and the number of his clergy ; and inversely perhaps with the means of 
locomotion and the facility of communication. I make this abatement, 
however, with some little misgiving, because God really seems so to order 
the world as that man shall be always in a sense the slave of his own 
genius and his own invention. Every new facility for work makes new 
work. Because we •can print, we must both read the more and write 
the more ; because we have railways to travel by, we must travel ; 
because we have the penny post, we must write and receive multiplied 
letters; because we can make appointments by telegraph, the excuse 
lor not 60 making them is taken away. And all these things, which 
give rapidity and movement to the lives of us all, must have their effect 
in a Bishop's life, must add to his perplexities and multiply his cares. 

When we try to bring these pBoportions to positive numbers, and to 
say how many acres a Bishop may travel over, how many clergy he may 
govern, how many people he may oversee, our difficulties begin to 
thicken. So far as we can gather the mind of God from Holy Scripture, 
and on the assumption that the angels of the Asiatic Churches were no 
other than their Bishops, it would seem clear that every considerable 
town with its surrounding neighbourhood ought to have its Bishop.* 
I know no method of ascertaining either the Christian or the total 
populations of the seven towns in which those Churches found their 
homes. But as for territory, the entire district enclosed in the horse- 
slioe, of which a line drawn through those towns forms the boundary, 
scarcely exceeds in area the present size of the diocese of Exeter ; while 
the lofty range of mountains which intersects it must have still farther 
limited its habitable portion. With respect to the number of ecclesias- 
tics that a Bishop might oversee, our earliest information (I suppose) is 
found in Eusebiiis,t who says that the city of Rome at the first had 
•under one Bishop — forty-six priests, seven deacons, seven sub-deacons, 
forty-two acolytes ; exorcists, readers, and doorkeepers, fifty-two ; in all, 
one hundred and fifty-five ; besides one thousand five hundred widows, 
over whom the Bishop was expected to exercise special supervision. In 
Constantinople J the Emperor Justinian put a limit to the number of 
•ecclesiastics. He appointed sixty priests, one hundred deacons, ninety 
sub-deacons, one hundred and ten readers, twenty-five singers, one hundred 
eextons — four hundred and eighty-five in all — to attend the service of the 

* To learn the feeling of the early Church on this subject, see Hooker E. P. Bk. 
-vii. cap. 8. t Euseb . Ecc. Hist. vi. 43. See Bilson, p. 249. 

t Justinian Nov. Const, iii. " Ut determinatus sit numerua Clericorum." See 
BiLson, p. :^o. 
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Churcli under one Bishop. And if these limitations require to be checked, 
by the consideration that the list of urban clergy does not include those 
who worked in the rural districts or not all of them, there is much reason 
to suppose that those rural districts had their Ghorepiscopi * or rural 
Bishops, who in all matters of order and spiritual function represented 
the diocesan, though they could not act with his full authority, or claim 
the canonical obedience which was due to him alone. Special license 
from the urban Bishop seems to have been required before the Chorepis- 
copus could ordain. 

Turning now to the Church history of England and Wales, I may say 
that the territory of Christendom ''has here for many centuries been 
constant, whereas there h^s been a perfectly marvellous growth . of 
population on the one hand, and of the arts and helps which civilization 
brings on the other. The actual rate at which population has advanced 
it is most difficult to calculate, but accepting as approximately correct 
the best data I have been able to procure, I am brought to these results 
for four periods in our history.f At the time of the Norman conquest, 
when the population is calculated as having been 900,000, the number 
of sees in England and Wales, including Sodor, was eighteen. In 13 7 7, 
at the accession of Richard II., when the famous poll-tax was levied, the 
population was 2,700,000, and the number of sees twenty- two. In 
1690, the population was 5,200,000, and the number of sees twenty- 



* See Hooker E. P. Bk. vii. cap. 8. 

t The following lists of sees existing in England and Wales at three several dates^ 
are compiled fi-om Le Neve's "Fasti EcclesiaB Anglicanse :'* — 

A.D. 1066. A.D. 1377. A.D. 1690. 

Population, 900,000. Population, 2, 700,000. Population, 5,200,00a 



I. Canterbury. 


I. 


Canterbury. 


I. Canterbury. 


2. Wells. 


2. 


St. ABaph. 


2. St. Asaph. 


3. Selsey. 


3. 


Bangor. 


3. Bangor. 


4. Exeter. 


4- 


Bath and Wells. 


4. Bath and Wells. 


5. Hereford. 


5. 


Chichester. 


5. Bristol 


6. Lichfield. 


6. St. David's. 


6. Chichester. 


7. Dorchester. 


7. 


Ely. 


7. St. David's. 


8. London. 


8. 


Exeter. 


8. Ely. 


9. Elmham. 


9- 


Hereford. 


9. Exeter. 


10. Rochester. 


10. 


Coventry and Lich- 


10. Gloucester. 


II. Sherborne and Wilton. 




field, 


II. Hereford. 


12. Winchester. 


II. 


Lincoln. 


12. Coventry and 


13. Worcester. 


12. 


Llandaff". 


field. 


14. York. 


13. 


London. 


13. Lincoln. 


15. Durham. 


14. 


Norwich. 


14. Tilandaff. . 


16. Sodor. 


15- 


Bochester. 


15. London. 


17. St. David's. 


16. 


Salisbury. 


16. Norwich. 


18. Llandaff. 


17- 


Winchester. 


17. Oxford. 




18. 


Worcester. 


18. Peterborough.. 




19. 


York. 


19. Rochester. 




20. 


Carlisle. 


20. Salisbury. 




21. 


Durham. 


21. Winchester. 




22. 




22. Worcester. 

23. York. 

24. Carlisle. 

25. Chester. 

27. Sodor and ^ao. 



Lich- 
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«even. Henry VIIL had added six new sees, but Westminster had 
been dissolved again, though on the other hand Gloucester and Bristol 
had not been united.* In 187 1, with a population of 22,857,183, the 
number of our sees was twenty-eight. 

Well, and what are the results of this monstrous disproportion ? 
The first is an overwhelming labour — not nearly indeed so. great as it 
ought to be, present circumstances considered, but still an overwhelming 
physical labour in holding confirmations. I am credibly informed that 
this physical strain was the proximate cause of death to a very eminent 
prelate within living memory. Then there ensue certain other evils 
which Lord Nelson's paper renders it unnecessary for me to point out. 
One, however, there is on which I will venture to speak a word, and 
that is, the J necessary *lack of acquaintance on the part of our prelates 
(this is no reproach to them, for as things are it cannot be otherwise) 
with what large and important classes of Churchmen really think on 
Church matters. No one, of course, wants a Bishop simply to reflect, 
no one could respect a Bishop who did simply reflect, the inconstant 
image of public opinion. We expect our prelates to lead opinion, not 
to follow it. But even for the purpose of standing up against the wind,- 
it is of use to know which way it really blows. Now it is often said, 
and doubtless with some truth, that our Bishops have a readiness 
of access to the lay mind which is denied to most of their clergy, and 
that accordingly they are able to take at once a broader and a clearer view 
of ecclesiastical matters than we are. I readily admit the force of that 
statement with reference to certain classes of society, including possibly 
the most intellectual classes. I very strongly demur to it with respect 
at any rate to that section which has been our Church's weakness, but 
which might well become her strength — the lower stratum of our great 
middle class. I would ask respectfully, but earnestly. What do our 
prelates as a rule know, or what can they know, save from the fading 
memories of their own experience in the lower ministries, of that which 
has been styled, with more asperity than wisdom, the shop-boy class of 
English Churchmen — commercial clerks, I mean,small tradesmen, and the 
higher section of our artizans ? These, remember, are the men who of old 
were the first to deviate into the paths of schism, as affording an outlet for 
their spiritual yearnings. These are the men who now begin to form in 
many ways the strength of an awakened Church. They fill our guilds 



^ * The following ia a list of the sees in 


populations : — 




I. Canterbury, 


507,091 


2. York, 


1,060,878 


3. London, 


2,656,181 


4. Durham, 


1,077,569 


5. Winchester, 


1,546,668 


6. Bangor, 


209, 162 


7. Bath and Wells, 


430,326 


«. Carlisle, 


234,786 


9. Chester, 


i,45i»7i3 


10. Chichester, ... 


416,328 


II. Ely, 


519,286 


12. Exeter, 


963,358 


13. Gloucester and Bristol, 


637,028 


14. Hereford, «. 


^37,138 



Lgland and Wales in A.D. 


1871, with their 


15. Lichfield, 


... 1,356,869 


16. Lincoln, 


757,491 


17. Llandaff, 


503,584 
1,893,542 


18. Manchester, ... 


19. Norwich, 


668,123 


20. Oxford, 


552,772 


21. Peterborough, 


532,937 


22. Ripon, 


1,357,053 


23. Rochester, ... 


1,001,326 


24. Salisbury, 


383,514 


25. St. Asaph, ... 


257,098 


26. St. David^s, ... 

27. Worcester, ... 


450,039 
980,982 


28. Sodor and Man 


54,042 
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and brotherhoods ; they teach in our Sunday schools; they in many cases 
^ constitute our voluntary choirs, and our bands of ringers too. And if 
it be thought that the influence of such a class in our ecclesiastical life 
is small, and little worth episcopal consideration,, even if opportunity 
offered, I speak that of which perhaps I have some exceptional know- 
ledge, when I say that influence did not prove small in the help it gave 
some three or four years ago towards saving to the English Church the 
use of the Athanasian Creed. I name this class of persons as an illus- 
tration of what I mean in saying that the paucity of our Bishops 
renders it impossible for them really to know and actively to sympathise 
wibh large bodies of those whom they govern.. 

What, then, is it that we desiderate in our Bishops and for our 
Bishops to make, so far as machinery can make it, the work of the 
Church effective 1 We want back the original Episcopate of the days 
when men believed in Episcopacy. We can well spare some more of 
that which in fact is already much diminished, the earthly pomp 
which the powers of the world have thrown around the office. We 
will take, if you like, as an instalment, and a very useful instalment, 
. the processes of diocesan subdivision which have lately been proposed 
to us. We shall be delighted to see, when we can see them, a Bishopric 
of St. Alban's, another of Truro, another of Coventry, another of 
Nottingham, another of Liverpool, and another of some town in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire — to include Huddersfield, Wakefield, Shef- 
field, Barnsley, and Doncaster in its area. But we really want some- 
thing much more ; much more, but not much more expensive. 

The scheme I would propose will probably appear at first sight too 
sweeping to be practicable; and it does violence, I freely admit, to 
many of our old and dearly-cherished ideas about the position of an 
English prelate. But I venture to speak simply in what appears to me 
to be the interest of the Church, with reference to her duty of evangelis- 
ing and bringing up souls for Christ. 

We can dispense then, I will say, with seats in the House of Lords. 
We can certainly dispense with that office which one distinguished pre- 
late has so lopg enjoyed, the Episcopal chaplaincy of that august 
assembly. We can dispense with palaces. We can dispense with in- 
comes of ;£'40oo a-year. We can dispense too, when once our bench is 
sufficiently manned, with the clumsy provisional nomination of Bishops 
suffragan, an arrangement of which the Bishop of Lincoln, who has 
tried it, says, " It has greatly increased the Episcopal work done, but it 
has not diminished the burden pressing onxthe diocesan ; indeed one of its 
uses has been to create a greater desire and demand for more Episcopal 
work." On the same grounds, and under the same conditions, we can 
dispense also with a like, though less regular, use being made of our 
ex-colonial Bishops. But we have certain almost imperative require- 
ments. We want Bishops in such numbers that each one shall be as 
well acquainted with all the clergy of his diocese as our present Bishops 
are with their Rural Deans. We want it certain that every priestly 
drone shall receive a frequent nudge, and that every diligent labourer 
shall hear from time to time a cheering well done at the only lips on 
earth at which he should care to hear it. We want it to be possible 
for our Bishops to know in some moderate detail the machinery of our 
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parishes, and to be acquainted at least as a class with those who help 
us in our work. We want our poorest people in country villages, as 
much as in populous towns, to know what ordination pledges and what 
ordination gifts are. We want confirmations to be brought home to 
every parish. We want moderate-sized houses and moderate incomes, 
sufficient to allow of a generous but simple hospitality, such as might meet 
the requirements of dioceses greatly diminished in area and population. 
The contracted limits of such dioceses, and the relief of their holders from 
parliamentary duties, would of themselves much reduce the expense of 
travel ; nor need the style of conveyance be the subject of overmuch 
thought to those whose incomes are known to be only moderate^ and 
-whose glory it is to be the servants of One Who chose an ass's colt to 
be His bearer, and made His throne on the bench of a fisherman's boat. 

Now for ways and means. I believe that ftU which I have described 
might be accomplished in such a manner as to cost scarcely any more 
than that foundation of six new sees which is now spoken of as a 
reasonable extension of the Episcopate. Without aiming at a strict 
uniformity, let me say that I think it quite impossible to sanction the 
division of Bishoprics into two classes, a higher and a lower ; not only 
would one piece of territory thus stand at a serious disadvantage as 
compared with another, but we should perforce be driven back to that 
system which long ago earned and received its condemnation, the system 
of continuous and habitual translation. This being so, the changes to 
be proposed seem to have only one direction open to them. 

The Archiepiscopal sees, with reference alike to position, revenues, 
and residences, I would leave as they are, illogically I admit, in con- 
sideration of their venerable historical associations, and the specially 
exalted rank of their holders. The area of Yoi?k diocese might, how- 
ever, in the future be advantageously curtailed, so as to give it some- 
thing like the same population as is attached to Canterbury. For the 
rest, let the legal average annual income of all Bishops in time to come 
be fixed at not less than ;^20oo nor more than ;^3ooo a year. The 
present episcopal incomes, if divided on the next avoidance of the sees 
among ninety Bishops, which would be speaking roughly about four to 
every million of our population, would yield to each one of the ninety 
rather more than ;^i4oo a year. This amount might be largely in- 
creased by some re-adjustment of the richest benefices, in public patron- 
age. Then let the churchmen of each diocese exert themselves in 
• their generation to make this sum up in every case to a minimum of 
j^2ooo a year, and to provide suitable residences. The last-named 
work might be considerably helped by the sale of such episcopal castles 
and palaces as would be confessedly too large for the new sees. 
Cathedral rank might be given to some churches the revenues of which 
sufficed to support a dean, and a fresh settlement of existing capitular 
property might be made on the lines of old legislation to provide an 
adequate staff for real capitular work. Some arrangement also should 
be made for relieving Bishops from the heavy fees now chargeable on 
their appointment, and also from the expense they are subject to in 
prosecuting criminous clerks. 

Lastly, if it be thought desirable that some four and twenty of 
these prelates should to the Church's loss be lords in Parliament, called 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S6 Extension of the Episcopate — Addresses. 

to the House of Peers by the Sovereign directly, or succeeding to that 
position by seniority, or elected with the royal assent by their episcopal 
brethren, or by the Houses of Convocation, let those churchmen who 
desire this provide in their own way an extra ;£'Soo a year for each 
prelate so situated. 

My task is done. I am not here uninvited, and this subject is none 
of my choosing. Otherwise I should never have meddled with what I 
have called a Bishop's question. About the plan I have sketched, how- 
ever, I confess myself an enthusiast. Though I forget not the para- 
mount importance to the Church of the Holy Spirit's presence in the 
life and heart of her members, I believe also in her corporate charter. 
I believe that an effort made in the direction I have indicated would 
reach in its effect to her every extremity ; that the episcopate would be 
felt in- every village and Hkmlet as a Divine ordinance of living reality ; 
and that hearts would warm to the Catholic Bishop which now, for 
want only of nearer acquaintance, look with but scant sympathy 
on the spiritual peer. So I humbly commend these suggestions to 
your lordship, to this great assembly, and above all to the forgiveness 
and favour of the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, for Whose glory 
only I have spoken, and in Whose name only I venture to claim a 
candid, thoughtful consideration of what I have said. 



ADDRESSES. 



Mr. J. H. P. Leresche (of Manchester). 

The qaestion upon which I am asked to be the first speaker is a proposition which I 
should have thought needed no debate or argument before Church people. Certainly on 
the higher ground of the necessity of the episcopate for the organisation of the Church, 
after the magnificent sermon we heard to-day in the Parish Church upon the subject, not 
a word is again necessary to be said before this Congress. So whether or not there is a 
necessity for an increase of that episcopate in England now, I should femcy can be no ques- 
tion to any Churchman. Just look at that fact which has been brought before you 
to-night — the circumstance, namely, that the number of the Episcopate at the present 
moment, in the fortieth year of the reign of Queen Victoria, is absolutely the same, with 
one single exception, as in the days of Elizabeth or Henry YIII. There has not been 
a single increase in the total number of bishops, except in the case of Manchester, since 
the death of that monarch. Contrast the state of things in the days of Elizabeth and 
Victoria. Is not that a circumstance which precludes the necessity of any argument 
about its being necessary to increase the numbers of the episcopate in England and Wales? 
The old towns have increased, and new towns have sprung up. There is no necessity to 
take you to the north of England. Here, at your own doors, in the aggregation of the 
three towns which make up what is popularly called Plymouth, you have a case in x>oint, 
which shows you how England has grown — ^how the necessities both of peace and war 
bring populations together and cause populations to increase. The area allotted to one 
bishop in the days of a sparse population might be managed then well enough by a man of 
ability, energy, and strength. When you come to mass in the same area numbers beyond 
ordinary powers of multiplication, you will see at once the best and strongest and most 
physically powerful bishops are completely overpowered by the enormity of the work that 
is cast upon them. Under those circumstances, I should feel that it is needless to say 
very much in support of this proposition before us, that it is the most important thing to 
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'Ohnrch people and ChnrchJ interests that there should be a yery large eztenraon of the 
^iscopate for work in large dioceses. It seems to me rather that the way in which I may 
he of any service is to try and assist in offering a few practical suggestions. Supposing ns 
all agreed that a large increase is essential, the question comes. How can it be donet Mr 
Temple has suggested one way in which it could be done without going beyond the existing 
funds of the Church. That is a point very well worthy of consideration. Here we have 
not to decide any question ; there is nothing put to the vote. All we can do is to bring 
before our brother Churchmen and Churchwomen simply what occurs to us as deserving 
fair and reasonable consideration, submitting it to candid criticism, leaving our thought, if 
it be worth considering and sifting, to work its way. If it be a good thought it will produce 
Bome time or another its effect upon us, and that is all we have to do here. Therefore, I only 
say that what has been said upon the point by Mr Temple is eminently worthy of considera- 
tion. Of course, in regard to this question, it is idle to pretend to blink what is fairly a 
matter of grave consideration among all classes of Church people. It has been brought before 
oar attention for some time— and from time to time : I mean the position we are in with 
respect to Church and State, and the relations between the Church and Parliament. I do 
not wish now to look forward to anything that is in the remote future. I desire to speak 
of things as they now are. We have a present want, and it needs to be now supplied. We 
cannot supply it altogether now without Parliament. They say Parliament will not listen to 
ns, but I reply that lately Parliament lias not been so deaf to us or so rude to us as that state- 
ment involyes. We owe the bishopric of Mancliester to Parliament. There were days when 
anything like an increase in the episcopate was not in the minds of statesmen. The time 
was when it was sought to reduce the number of bishops, but that time has passed away 
like a bad dream. We are to have the bishoprics of St. Alban's and of Truro. But 
while I say we needs must go to Parliament, I also say do not let us* go to Parliament 
oftener than we need. A great deal can be done by the consent of the parties concerned, but 
as things now are, that consent would require legalisation. There are certain secular cir- 
cumstances and requirements that cannot satisfieustorily and practically be provided for 
except'by legislation. For these we have had to go. to Parliament in regard to the estab- 
lishment of the sees of Truro and St. Alban's, and we shall have to go again for the like in 
other cases. Persons who are lawyers will perfectly understand what I refer to ; and it 
would not interest other people to go into the details. AU I say is this : I do not see why 
the Church should go upon each particular occasion, with cap in hand, and say, '' Give us 
a bishopric for this particular locality." We should do the matter once for all. We might 
go to the present Home Secretary, and leave it to him to pass one general Act which shall 
enable the bishop of a diocese or the bishops of several dioceses by consent to arrange between 
themselves either to divide a single diocese, as in the case of £ipon and Tork ; or if it requirps 
that you should carve out from two or more different dioceses the area of the new bishopric, 
let the power be given to the requisite number of bishops and officials to deal with the 
matter among themselves. We might, I say, ask Parliament for that. Supposing that were 
done, and an enabling Act of that kind were passed, in that way the Church would be free to 
commence the foundation of as many new bishoprics as might be required, when and as 
required. At all eyents, the legality of the transactions as affects the Queen's Courts or 
any vested rights or interests or property would be thus assured. The next thing that 
comes is an endowment. It may be objected to my suggestion about consent that you wUi 
not get bishops to consent to divide, and it may be said you will not get people to agree to 
endow. Need I eay, after what has been done in this diocese, that I cannot believe there 
will be the slightest difficulty with regard to either I I will not refer to my Lord again, 
and what he has done towards the foundation and endowment of the new see of Truro. 
He has in both regards behaved most handsomely ; but I will refer to that generous lady 
who has put it within the power of the people of the West of England to carry out this 
scheme of the bishopric of Cornwall, if they choose to meet her munificent offer. Depend 
upon it, that the example of the Bishop of Exeter will be followed by other bishops, and 
that Xiady RoUo will not be the only person among the laity ready to giye of their substance 
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for the pnrpoee of forwarding this great work. I had intended to add a few words on the 
appointment of the additional bishops, but the bell warns me to condnde ; and I cannot 
do it better than by repeating, that as soon as ever' the Church is enabled to extend her 
organisation by founding for herself new sees when and as she needs them, her children 
will not be found niggards in providing new endowments for thenu 



Mb. F. S. Powell. 



Ik common with those who have preceded me this cTening, I haye at least this advantage, 
if it be an advantage, in approaching the discussion of this subject, that there is now amongst 
earnest and thoughtful Churchmen neither doubt nor controversy as to the necessity of ex- 
tending the episcopate. The clergy, I believe, are unanimous on the subject. The bishops 
are all of one mind, and those who bear a leading part in the government of this country 
are advocates of an extension. What we have to deal with, then, appears to me to be the 
mode, the manner, and degree of the extension of the home episcopate, and at the same time 
it is our duty to bear in mind the necessities of the case, and to keep before the public the 
azguments in £%TOur of the extension. It seems to me that we ought in this matter to follow 
the counsel given by your Lordship in the opening address, and to let our minds depart 
from the ideal of a Church, and what we might wish in the abstract, and approach that 
which is possible and within our reach. I think also that when we listen to proposals for a 
vague and indefinite extension of the episcopate, we ought to be on our guard lest the 
multiplication of the chief officers of the Church be such as may curtail the independence 
of the clergy, diminish their sense of responsibility, and bring the bishop into such intimate 
relation with local controversies that he would mingle in them when occasion arises, rather 
as an advocate and partizan than as an impartial guide and ruler. With reference to what 
has fallen from other speakers I may with advantage call your attention to that which is , 
now being done with reference to the extension of the episcopate. In a moment of haste, 
and by no means in a satisfactory manner, a Bill became law in the course of last year for 
the creation of a bishopric at St. Alban's. Thus we hope that ere long that see will be oonsti- 
tnted. With reference to the next proposal, viz., the erection of a see at Truro, a Bill was 
passed in the course of the last session ; and I am in a position to say that ere this assembly 
disperses to-night a comqLunication will be made with reference to that scheme which will 
stir your hearts, encourage your spirits, and at the same time, I hope, stimulate your 
sbeneyolen^e. The society for the extension of the home episcopate, on the committee of 
which I have the honour to serve, propose that there should be erected immediately in ad- 
dition to the sees of Truro and St. Alban's, three sees in the northern and three sees in the 
southern province. We propose to constitute a bishopric in Northumberland. The 
Bishop of Durham has promised £1500 a year towards the foundation of the see, on con- 
dition that another £1000 per annum be raised from other sources ; we propose a Bishop 
for Liverpool ; — already the diocese of Chester is in motion, and I believe the bounty 
of the Church people in that region will be found abundant. We recommend a diocese 
for the South of Torkshire. Last year the people of the West Riding in the course 
of two or three weeks laid at the feet of the Prime Minister £22,000, on condition that 
the GK)vemment would deyote to that see some portion of the income of the Crown living: 
of Halifax then vacant. Then in the southern province we recommend the creation of 
a diocese for Nottinghamshire. WM reference to our proposal for another see, to be created 
by a division of the Lichfield diocese, and another by a like division of Worcester, we have 
reason to hope that something will, ere long, be accomplished with reference to those sees ;. 
and I think, as practical men, we must fedrly admit that the contribution of eight new 
sees within the course of a few years is no small instalment, and an improvement of n o 
limited character in the machinery of our beloved Church. To speak on the subject more 
generally ; — I have often thought in connection with it of a remark made by a distinguishedt 
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Prime Minister^ that having dmiDg many years of office often seen the same member of the 
Cabinet engaged in laborious duties^ and with a position of less labour, he found the 
contrast greater than any one without experience would conoeiye, between the work done 
by the oyer- worked minister^ and that which was the result of his labours when his 
energies were less taxed. We want bishops who are not enfeebled by their work, bus 
who are in full yigour of intellectual and physical force. I remember hearing one of 
the most learned members of the episcopal bench state that when he entered his;diooese 
he left his library. We wish to have men of learning and thought, men who will bring. 
to meet- new difficulties the stores of a ripe learning and a thoughtful experience, and 
depend upon it, however skilful in address the clergy may be, when a bishop appears in a 
large provincial town he speaks with an authority, with a force and power which his office 
gives him, and which I trust that office may ever retain. We have to deal in these con- 
troversies with men of earnest, honest, sometimes even of audacious thought ; and it is a 
matter of necessity that at every new crisis the bishop should be able to rise to the new 
emergency. But to my mind it is not«o much with reference to public appearances that 
we require an extension of the episcopate as with reference to the private and more feuniliar 
converse with the clergy. There arises now from every vicarage and parish and parsonage 
in England a cry of affectionate invitation to the Right Rev. Bench. " We want to know 
more of our bishop." We ought, I think, to have more frequent conferences between the 
bishop and his clergy, those conferences ofttimes descending to the familiarity of conversa- 
tion. By that means the bishop will ascertain the feelings and real wants of his clergy f 
he will learn the condition of the diocese, and then seeing with his own eyes, and hear- 
ing with his own ears, when questions of administration arise he will be able to deal with 
the facts, knowing them personally and intimately, and not having to gather them up in some 
scrambling fashion from some hasty and imperfect investigation. I believe that if there was 
this intercourse between the clergy and their bishops many difficulties which now present 
themselves would not arise. The impending storm would be foreseen and averted. The 
bishop would then be able to see the necessity for a new church now here now there, and he 
would watch, as he cannot now, over the training of the teachers for our schools by means of the 
training college, and he would be able, in a manner which a bishop cannot now be, diligently 
and thoroughly to search out not only the attainments but the characters and antecedents 
of the candidates for holy orders. I may err in my judgment, but I confess that I have a 
strong opinion that many of the anxieties which now oppress those who desire to witness the 
welfare of our Church would not have occurred if the bishops had had more time to make a 
carefial investigation. Then the bishops, too, would not be in such haste and hurry when they 
visit a parish on a confirmation tour. That solemn ceremony for which careful preparatioii 
is made would then be conducted under circumstances more calculated to leave a permanent 
impression upon those confirmed. In fifteen minutes I can but cast before you some stray 
thoughts, a mere contribution to a large subject, and as I am well aware but an imperfect 
contribution. Let none think that when we desire an extension of the episcopate we cast 
a stone at Ihe honoured occupants of the bench. I believe there never was a time in the 
history of the Church of England when the bishops were more worthy of their dignified 
office. Our desire is jingle, and our aim is simple, to make perfect that which is now 
good, to give renewed force to that which is now vigorous, to increase the reputation for 
learning of the most learned clergy in the world ; that as we copy in our policy the 
Primitive Church, so we may also in our practice emulate that Church in practice by adapt- 
ing our machinery, not only to meet increasing difficulties, but also to embrace the far mor^ 
rapidly increasing opportunities for doing good service, which God in His bounty is now 
bestowing upon the Church of England. 
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Mr. E. Carlyon. 

I CANNOT but feel that I stand in the position of one whose name has been somewhat pro- 
minently before the public for some time past in connection with the subject now under 
•discussion, but more especially with regard to its bearing upon the particular diocese in 
which we now are. I am not going to inflict upon you a history of the rise, the progress, 
and happily I may add the success of that moyement, but I will yenture to say that such 
views as I put before you are the views of one who has had a practical experience of the 
wants of that diocese ; and on the principle *of exuno dUce omnea, I hope they may bear on 
iihe subject under discussion. Every picture has its central point of view which governs 
■its perspective ; so the central point of view here is the work to be done. It is not the 
work of the bishop only, but the work of the Church in large dioceses and largely populons 
*towns. The work, as we all know, is carried out on the parochial system, and that system. 
is very good in theory, but to some extent it is imperfect in practice. It is good in 
theory, inasmuch as there is no space throughout the length and breadth of England and 
Wales which is not under the spiritual care of some incumbent of a parish ; but it is im- 
perfect in reality, inasmuch as there is no uniformity in the sizes of our various parishes. 
Odo parish is so excessively large that no one man can have it under his care and super* 
vision ; and the amount of his income would not justify him in employing others to help 
him: another parish is so populous that the clergyman cannot know his parishioners. 
What then must be the effect upon the parish and the Church at large 1 Other parishes 
are comparatively small or unpopulous. In such cases the clergymen are found to be lying 
'dormant as it were, not doing that work which they might desire to do ; or perhaps they 
become gradually negligent and apathetic, just as a man in an over- populous parish 
'becomes negligent (I will not say it in a wrong sense) or apathetic in the. work, because he 
•knows he cannot do all he would wish to do. The consequence is, that in such places there 
must be a falling away in the influence of the Church. What is the cause of all this? 
It is that there is not a sufficient unity of action amongst the clergy themselves. There 
ris some adjustment of the principle or theory which governs the parochial system which 
requires to be carried out, not only by more unison of action amongst the clergy themselves, 
but by some guiding influence brought to bear upon the clergy, that such action may be 
organised in a proper manner. There must be some chief^ and that chief is the bishop 
of the diocese. Now the bishop of the diocese is naturally the overseer, the leader and 
governor of the clergy, and he again finds that he is just in the position too frequently with 
regard to his diocese as the clergyman is with regard to his parish. The dioceses are so 
ilarge that no one man, however physically or mentally strong, can perform the functions 
which are required to keep the Church's theory at work in a proper system. A bishop is 
supposed to visit his clergy. The canonical requirement is that he shall visit them 
triennially, and it scarcely requires practical experience to see that no bishop can properly 
visit his clergy in the way in which, according to canonical requirements, he is supposed to 

• carry out the Church's system of visitations. I am a churchwarden, with an experience of 
a quarter of a century, and have not attended all visitation episcopal or archidiaconal during 

,that period without seeing the imperfection of these visitations. The clergy and church- 
wardens are cited to meet at a central town of their rural deanery, or it may be of two or 
three rural deaneries there to be visited. They assemble in a sacred edifice in the town; 

• certain secular matters are carried on there which I have always felt ought to be carried 
on elsewhere. Then, like a class of schoolboys, they are called upon to answer to their 
names — their faces are not always seen, but only their voices are heard ; and if this can 
be supposed to be a visitation of the clergy, you may easily suppose how imperfect the 

"knowledge is which any bishop can have of the clergy of his diocese. Every bishop must 
wish to know his clergy personally in order to have an influence over them. I have known 
an instance of a person being called upon to answer to his name, and the ordinary exeose 
was made, upon which the churchwarden was called up before the rails in the chancel by 

(the bishop and charged with this message : ** Tell your vicar that his excuse is frivoloos 
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and absurd." Thia instance occurred twenty yean ago. I have attended every Tiaitation 
since that period, and never have I seen that clergymen attending any one of those visita- 
tions. If this is the experience of one person may not many others know of similar cases ? 
I am quite sure that if an anecdote' I wish to relate to you is not too good to be tme^ it 
is worth telling as illustrating one way in which a bishop may visit his diocese ; and as it 
is said to relate to the President of this Congress, it would show that his liordship knows' 
rery well that there should be something more than those formal visitations of which I 
have been speaking. The story goes that his Lordship was once seen in a parish church, 
not in that dignity which his office entitled him to assume, but he was in the body of the 
church, and fibding an ordinary sailor by his side without a hymn-book, one hymn-book 
served for both bishop and sailor. It seems that the sailor had a natural taste for music, 
and joined very heartily in the singing, as also did the bishop. Presently the sailor gave 
his companion a nudge, followed by a whisper, ** You're awfully out of tune, old fellow." 
Now I say that the bishop in the body of the church was doing as much good for the 
church in his diocese as if he had been assuming his position either in the pulpit or within 
the altar rails. A bishop must go amongst his people. But look at this diocese of Exeter. 
If his Lordship were to visit every i>ari8h at the rate of one parish a day it would take him 
two years ; and if he were to visit every church on a Sunday at divine service it would 
occapy fourteen years of his episcopal life. Certainly such a diocese as thia must require 
subdivision. As I said before, happily we shall not much longer be in this position ; but 
if what can be done here can be done in other dioceses^ I hope there are many here who 
will take upon themselves to follow the good example set by the diocese of Exeter. We 
must know that any bishop, by merely carrying out the canonical visitation-system, is not 
niaking himself known either to the clergy or the laity. I am perfectly convinced that 
thousands and thousands have been alienated from the Church of England simply by the 
impression that the bishop holds a very exalted position in the State, and is a State-paid 
officer ; but in reality, we know that he is not a State-paid officer. We are frequently, 
too, met with the argument^ " Tou have bishops paid by ecclesiastical funds, at all events ;. 
why come to us to create an additional number of bishops by taking the money out of our 
pockets, when that money might be more appropriately applied to increasing the incomea 
of the clergy or building additional churches 1" But that argument is too frequently an 
interested one, and the persons who use it do so, too frequently, for the purpose of not sub- 
scribing to the funds for any diocese, and they are not usually found making gifts for the- 
increase of the incomes'of the poor clergy, or the building of additional churches. The 
strength of our position is often shown by the weakness of those arguments used against it ;. 
and I hope that many will be convinced that by exerting themselves they will find them- 
selves in the position of the diocese of Exeter. I am not an advocate for increasing the 
number of bishops to the extent mentioned by one of the readers, but I think we ought at 
least to have the ne*^ sees recommended by the committee referred to ; and if the new 
dioceses now scheduled out will only follow the example of Cornwall, there will be no 
difficulty at all in the matter which cannot be overcome. I would say, to all interested l^i 
the formation of new dioceses. Follow this example, go and do likewise, and may God 
prosper your effi>rts. 



DISCUSSION. 
Mr. J. P. Bridgwater. 



NoTwiTHBTANDiHa the Uniformity of opinion in favour of the increase of the episcopate, it 
might be as well to understaiid that there are two sides to the question, and that the 
opposite view is held by many who are firmly attached to the Church of England, to her 
principles, and to her doctrines. There are those who consider that an extension of the 
episcopate has a tendency to reduce in value, in proportion to its multiplicity, the dignity, 
value, and efficiency of the episcopate, and they see, too, in it a danger to the Church of 
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England which may ultimately prodnce a disaster, perhaps not much less serious than that 
which befell the sister Church of Ireland. 

The Irish Church vxis over-bishoped. The number of the bishops I at this moment forget, 
but this I do remember, that to a population of something over five millions — of which four 
millions were Koman Catholics — there were two Protestant archbishops ; and her fall was 
chiefly, if not altogether, due to that. To use a nautical metaphor, she was " top-hampered,*' 
was caught in a gale, and sank ingloriously, with scarcely a hand held out to help her. 

There are other members of the Church who take an interest in her welfare who main- 
tain that, if the agencies and resources and discipline of the Church were utilised, the 
labour of the bishops might be economised so that even a less number might do the work 
of the episcopate efficiently. 

The arguments used as to the increase of the population since the days of Queen Eliza- 
beth, and the increase of the duties of the bishops (I do not notice that any speaker has 
suggested that there has been an increase in the superficial area of England), are surely if 
not altogether met by the facilities afforded by modem science, so that a message or a 
journey which formerly occupied days, now takes but as many hours or minutes. The 
resources referred to are those of our large cathedral establishments, so that whatever their 
original intention, in these more utilitarian days they are surely capable of being made 
more serviceable. 

Time only admits of the blunt inqniiV of what are the duties of a dean % The reason 
formerly given that he holds, for purposes of thought or ecclesiastical literature, a place of 
learned ease, is not quite consistent with known facts. Cannot he (the Dean) be brought 
more into comity with the bishop, and undertake many of the duties which now embarra^ 
liie bishop — ^in short, be his suffragan, and at least obviate the necessity and strain upon 
the Church of increasing the territorial bishoprics. 

That mental and physical activity are not inconsistent we have the life of St. Paul to 
prove ; and in regard to " learned ease," it might be a question, had the great apostle held 
a district church in Athens, or a parish in Ephesus, if we should have had the epistles. 
Canonries, too, being held by incumbents of parishes, produce this unsatisfactory effect, that 
the canon is lost in the incumbent, and the incumbent in the canon, and the utility of 
both is destroyed. 

Canons were intended to be the travelling preachers of the Church, corresponding to the 
preaching friars of the Eoman Catholic Church. The value of such agencies was well 
understood by that Church ; and good preaching is not unappreciated in our day, and is a 
great power, no doubt, but hardly, I think, exceeds in importance the convincing persuasire- 
ness of the godly life and conversation of a derout and earnest parish priest. It is quite pos- 
sible for a bad man to preach an excellent sermon, but quite impossible for a bad man to lead 
a godly and Christian life. I can but just touch upon the bishops' aids— the archdeacons and 
the rural deans. What does an archdeacon do, if the bishop does all the work of the 
diocese ? And again, what do the rural deans do, with apparently, and for the same reason, 
nothing left for them to do 1 Those are questions I hope may be answered, and likewise 
some reference to make to the details of a bishop's duties. Had time been allowed me, 
I would have touched sei'iatim upon ordinations, confirmations, visitations and charges, 
consecrations, convocations, &;c. As it is, I can only conclude by meeting one remark made 
by a previous speaker, " that bishops should hold a closer communion with their deigy.'' 
I would rather say a closer communion with each other, so that they may be able to 
initiate legislative measures calculated to increase the discipline and well-being of the 
Church of England. 



The Earl of Devon. 

I DO not rise to answer the question. What is the use of archdeacons or rural deans? I 
think those who are fortunately acquainted with them, whether in this or in other dioceses, 
will be able to answer the question very satisfactorily. They will feel that those gentlemen 
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"wbo fill those offices discharge their duties most effectively^ for the good of the laity as well 
as of the clergy, and that they deserre their aotiye co-operation. After the able, eloquent, 
tolerant, and most remarkable sermon which we heard from the Lord Bishop of Win- 
chester this morning, I do not feel it necessary to yindicate the order <5f bishops. No- 
body who has been acquainted with a large diocese, no one who knows the average work 
which attaches to a bishop's office— work inyolving labour not merely of mind, but of body 
— can doubt but that for the good of the Church of England an increase is necessary. The 
honourable gentleman whom 1 follow has stated, and it has been often stated before, that 
the increased facilities of communication which are due to modem inventions — he has not 
referred to the i)enny post — enable the existing number of bishops (at least! am not sure 
whether he would not have diminished the bishops by one-half) to perform all the duties 
required of them. 1 think that honourable gentleman can hardly be acquainted with the 
■number of occasions upon which the clergy and laity have to consult the bishop of the 
-diocese. He can hardly have realised to himself the advantage it is to a country clergy- 
man, living in a remote district, and troubled with difficulties with which he can hardly 
cope, to seek the advice of his spiritual father ; and that not at the inconvenience and 
expense which in our large dioceses must often attend his visit to the bishop, but under 
circumstances which facilitate the intercourse. 1 believe that if the clergy of a diocese 
^presided over by an efficient bishop were polled, they would say almost to a man that facility 
of access to the bishop would be a most material aid to them in the discharge of their re- 
43ponsible duties ; and it is upon that ground that 1 have always taken part in endeavouring 
to increase the home episcopate. I do not agree to the full extent with the views expressed 
by the reverend gentleman who read the second paper to-night — speaking, 1 am bound to 
say, with all the weight that is derived from hard work in a parish— as to a very large 
increase in the episcopate. If we were located in a planet where no institutions had pre- 
viously existed, the scheme might be a good one ; but speaking of an old country, looking 
to our associations and our institutions in Church and State, I believe a moderate increase 
in the episcopate will^hieve a large portion of the good anticipated, without raising ques- 
-tions perilous perhaps to all our institutions. The gentleman who addressed you just now 
has placed before you the recommendations agreed upon by a committee, constituted with 
^ view of promoting the increase of the home episcopate. I have the honour to be chair- 
man of that committee, in succession to my late lamented and excellent friend, Lord 
Lyttelton. That committee ultimately decided upon the recommendations placed before 
you. I am not sure whether, individually, I should not wish to add one or two more to 
the number of sees there recommended. He has told you that the committee came to the 
conclusion that there should be constituted dioceses for Northumberland, for the West 
Biding of Yorkshire, and for Liverpool, in the Northern Province ; and in the Southern 
Province, for Nottingham ; for Warwickshire, with Coventry as its cathedral city ; and a 
diocese for South London. To that I should be inclined to add Bristol. I think there 
would be ample work for the duties of a bishop in that very populous city, and in the towns 
and country surrounding it ; added to which, it should be borne in mind that the constitu- 
'tion of a distinct and separate see of Bristol would be just returning to a state of things 
which up to forty years ago had existed for many centuries. Therefore, while I differ from 
the view of an unlimited increase in the episcopacy, I cordially agree with the necessity of 
a moderate increase in that body. The honourable gentleman whom I follow has referred 
to the case of Ireland. He has said that Ireland's Church was destroyed because it was 
•over-bishoped. The question of the Irish Church is one about which I do not feel called 
ux>on to say anything ; but I would only make this remark— the circumstances of Ireland 
'were unhappily such as afford no ptecedent for this country. I am not expressing any 
opinion as to the disestablishment of the Irish Church, but I only point out that the cir- 
•cumstances were very peculiar. The bell warns me that I should proceed to that one point 
which is the main object of my rising, namely, to tell you that by a vote of the Committee 
for the Extension of the Home Episcopate adopted to-day, funds have been placed at the 
•disiKMal of the Cornish Committee, which places the establishment of that see, I think. 
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beyond any reasonable doubt. Those cheers assure me that when I expected that announce- 
ment would be receiyed with applause, i was not disappointed. The constitution of the 
see of Truro, as the first step towards a moderate extension of the episcopate, is a measure 
to be hailed with'great pleasure, not only because of its adyantage to us of the diocese of 
Exeter, but for its benefit to the Church at large. 



Kev. Canon Ashwell. 



Aftbb the wise and warning words which were addressed alike to speakers and hearers 
this afternoon by the Right Rev. President, I feel that I need no excuse or apology what- 
ever for descending at once from the high, and I may say congenial, atmosphere of ideas to 
the lower and perhaps more useful, but to hearers more tedious, and to speakers more difficult,, 
region of plain facts. I should have liked, had I felt myself permitted, after that warning, 
to have drawn some contrast between the state of the public mind in England to-day, and 
that which I remember as a child. Then bishops were warned to set their house in order. 
Now the universal cry goes up with just a dissentient voice here and there to mark the 
universality of the cry, for more bishops to be guides and rulers of us all. I should have 
liked to have said something of the evidence of a return to primitive order in the desire 
which has been so strongly put to-night, not so much for a grand prelacy as for a working 
episcopacy. I should have liked to have said something upon the intermediate line just 
taken by the noble Lord who succeeds Lord Lyttelton as the chairman of the Home 
Episcopate Increase Committee, when he said in the effect, " Let us take something of a 
mean between the poor episcopate of the persecuted Church of primitive ages and the 
proud prelacy of mediaeval times, and so let us hold fast to our good old English Lord 
Bishops while we can." But from thoughts like these I come down to a plainer level, and 
I say, with reference to the matter in hand, **'Let us look at history, not the history of the 
whole English Church between the Reformation and the present hour, but the history of 
our own times. What has been the work, to which English Churchmen point with justifi- 
able pride, of the last forty years, but what I may call the restoration of our parochial 
system, the abolition of pluralities, the restoration of residence, the decrease of sinecures, 
the midtiplication of parishes, the increase of working clergy. I suppose the majority of 
us Churchmen^are more or less under the idea that every English Churchman now lives in a 
parish in which he is accessible by a clergyman to whom he also has access. Now I grant 
that the amount accomplished under these heads during the last forty years has been veiy 
large; quite large enough for the Church and the nation to be proud of,— but if any one 
imagines that for the country as a whole the work has been fully done, I am bound to say 
that such an imagination is, alas ! a monstrous delusion. And it is just this delusion to 
which I would call your attention, as one of the chief grounds on which practical clergy- 
men want the increase of bishops. We have not parishes enough. Our multiplication of 
parishes, large as it seems, has not approached anything like what it should. The increase 
of our clergy-supply is stopping, and I believe what is wanted is to increase the number of 
regiments and colonels ; in other words, we want more dioceses and more bishops, real 
working bishops, and the clergy-supply will follow. I must try to bring before you one or 
two plain statistical facts, without surrounding them with a cloud of considerations which 
might obscure them, but a plain fact or two which I wish were burnt into the heart of 
every one of the clergy and of the laity. The Church reforms I have alluded to have not been 
the only things which have been going on during the last generation. Concurrently with 
them the last forty years have witnessed neither more nor less than the creation of a new 
nation a new England inside the old England, and I grieve to say that all these reforms 
and improvements affect only the smaller part of our population, though it is the portion 
with which membersof Church Congress are naturally the best acquainted. You have heard 
the figures already. A recent speaker gave you the numbers of our people as twenty- 
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three millions. Now of those twenty-three millions, seyen millions reside in parishes 
which the Begistrar-General calls mral, and small towns, including herein all towns nnder 
two thousand population. The figures are easily remembered, and these seven millions 
have not less than ten thousand of the Church of England parishes in whose churches 
to worship, and by whose clergy they are benefited. All Tery well for these seTen 
millions, you will say. But what follows 1 Why this, that for all the remaining sixties 
MILLIONS of our people there are only three thotiaand parish churches, and three thousand 
parochial staffs of clergy. Try to realise what this statement means. Our larger towns 
contain the population that I mention, three times as much as the whole country in the 
days of William and Mary, and all our boasted increase of parishes has not brought up the 
provision for them to a higher point than three thousand parishes ! The question is. 
What ia the cure ] Ordinarily speaking, nobody notices these things on the lai^ge scale. 
It is no business of the ordinary parochial clergyman to put his head up aboTe others, and 
say, ** What a famine there is in the country at large I " Each clergyman has enough to do 
with attending to his own parish, and the probability is, that the more energetic he is, the 
more his parish engrosses him, and the less time has he for considering the needs of the 
millions with whom he has no relations and no intercourse. Yet the case is as I say, and 
perhaps even worse. Do you suppose that these three thousand parishes and clergy really 
inflaence the masses of these sixteen millions ) These three thousand churches include all 
the churches of London and the residential quarters of our wealthy towns, and you will 
easily see how large a proportion of them are the churches of the well-to-do and prosperous, 
who can pay for themselves, and not the churches of the poor or the artisans. Now as to 
the cure. I say the only way is to create new dioceses where the churches are fewest, and the 
population is largest, and send vigorous bishops to organise them. Look at the dioceses of 
Ripon and Manchester. What number of parishes were not manufiujtured during the late 
Archbishop Longley's time ] And I would ask Bishop Ferry, whose consecration in 1847 
was the beginning (^ his long episcopate, how many clergy and parishes did he find, and 
how many did he leave] If you want to raise a regiment, appoint a good colonel with a 
capacity for the recruiting, and the like may be said in matters ecclesiastical. It is the 
bishops who are the real recruiting officers of the Church. A bishop who does his work 
draws out the enthusiasm of the young, the liberality of the old, the Zealand the energy of 
all. I honestly believe that we have already done all that can be done in the way of 
church extension from below. It is time that we began now from what I may call the 
upper end. Your parishes will remain undivided, and your clergy unmultiplied, all for 
want of a superior officer set in charge of the vacant spaces. Did St. Paul wait till he had 
a dieeese and dergy to govern 1 It was quite the other way. Therefore, begin at the 
upper end, and you will find your clergy and parishes multiply when bishops are sent forth 
to do their work, with a right and title to speak to the Church at large of things which 
want doing, things of which no one else has any business to speak; and then they will 
organise new regiments in the army of Christy and new dioceses for our old England, and 
then at least part of the great question of the clergy-supply will have its answer. 



Mr. T. Layman (of St. Alban's, Holborn). 

It is a disadvantage, perhaps, that I stand before you as a humble volunteer ; if so, let 
me ask your kind indulgence whilst I put before you one or two thoughts which I think 
have not been touched upon by any of the speakers hitherto. The second speaker said to 
you, in words which were exceedingly true, that this was essentially a bishops' question. 
So it is ; but it is also essentially — and if I dare to say so in all humility, it is somewhat 
more essentially — a i)eople's question. The people of this country know very little about 
bishops — very little indeed. The shop-boys, whom one of the speakers mentioned so 
kindly, and the shop-girls, whom he meant to include in his good and kind remarks, know 
Tery much indeed of faithful and loving parish priests who attend them, but very little 
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indeed of the bishops, who are too far aboTe them ; and if you go a little higher in the 
social scale and ask, What do the employers of these shop-boys and girls know about bishops % 
— what do the tradesmen in oar large towns — what do the enormous number of people in 
this town, for instance, know of one of the most admurable and practical of bishops? — ^the 
answer still must be— Tery little. In the diocese of London practically tiiey know nothiog 
of their bishop, and, knowing little, they esteem him still less. Many of the do^ Uying 
in country parishes haTC not the opportunity of knowing the truth of this matter that we 
residents in London have. Let me tell you, then, that the majority of the employers of these 
shop-boys and girls, the small tradesmen who constitute the millions of whom Canim 
Ashwell spoke, are practically lost to the Church, because the Church wants more bishops. 
Then, again, there is another side to the question. Thank Glod—I say it reverently— 
where parish priests have taught their flocks the real true first principles upon which 
episcopacy is founded, they do know that the Sacraments of our Holy Church are gene- 
rally necessary for salvation, and that for the validity of the Sacraments, bishops are abso- 
lutely necessary. Please to bear in mind that, in order that these truths should come 
home to the masses of oar countrymen and ooontrywomen, it is necessary that they should 
come in personal contact with these truths. England, let me tell you, loves the Church of 
England heartily and well, when that Church is presented in all its glory and beauty for 
its hearty acceptance, and the only way to do that fiurly is wh^i, from the bishops at the 
top down to the lowest and least intelligent communicant in our congregations, all are of 
one heart and mind in this matter. That brings me to one point whi^ has not been 
touched upon. Whilst agreeing with every word of the preceding speakers, save 
one, I ventare to point out to you the way to accomplish this glorious and noble 
work speedily and without creating heart-burnings, and to send the bishops to their flocks 
with a full assurance that they will be received with hearty respect and afliection. A great 
deal will be said about the difficulty of the plan I have to propose, but you have heard 
before this that difficulties are only m^e to be surmounted, and you have heard at this 
meeting that, when the people want things to be done, what the people want shall be 
done. Tou know without being told that Parliament is ready and happy to do whatever 
the people of this country demand at their hands, and when the people with one heart 
and voice demand more bishops, Parliament, which has never stood in the way of any- 
thing beneficial to the country, will most readily give them what they require. Now, how 
is this to be done % We do not expect such sums, the mention of which aJmoat takes away 
one's breath ; w\e do not expect to hear of many gifts of £30,000 or £40,000 ; but we want 
the pence and shillings and pounds from forty thousand loving and willing hearts. We 
shall have those penoe ; we shall have those shillings and those pounds flowing into the 
Church's treasury when you give those loving hearts a motive to give their money ; and the 
only motive you can give that will evoke their sympathies, and without which no forty 
thousand pounds, no half-millions voted by Parliament, will ever do for the Church what 
the thousands upon thousands of loving hearts will do — but you must give those hearts a 
motive, and the motive is this — give the lowest communicant who kneels in hamble £ufch 
before the altar of his God a voice in the choice of that bishop, and do not fear that that 
confidence will be misplaced. " With God all things are possible," and He can iofluenoe 
the hearts of His people as easily as He could influence the heart of the one man who now 
appoints to the Episcopacy. Have faith in the God whom you profess to worship, and 
trust and give to the communicants of our Church a voice in the election of their spiritaal 
rulers. 



The Ven. Archdeacon Denison. 

I H1.VB not had the advantage of hearing the earlier part of this discussion. The firsfe 
thing I did hear was an honourable gentleman asking what on earth was the use of an 
archdeacon? I have been twenty-five years an archdeacon, and some time ago I could 
have told you something about the use of an arohdeaoon, but it is not so easy now, and I 
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am very mucli puzzled to give an answer to his question ; but I shall trj before I hare done 
to say how he might be put to some use. I am not going to enter into the question of the 
Diocesan Episoopacy. I belieye that has been largely and ably handled by those who have 
gone before me, and I do not know that anything urged on the other side has found much 
weight with this assembly. But there is a point into which I should like to go, because 
it seems to me that the question of the Diocesan Episcopate is only half the question. The 
Episcopate is the mainspring of the Church, and machinery which has a mainspring should 
have the action of that mainspring felt throughout its whole extent Now the action of the 
mainspring of the English Church Government is not felt through its whole extent, be- 
cause it is physically impossible for the bishop to discharge the duties of the Episcopate. 
It is not from any want of exertion or self-denial. God forbid that any one should be found 
to say anything of the sort of the present bench of bishops, but it is because there is a 
physical impossibility in the way of their discharging all their duties, however much they 
may be aided by the archdeacon. I know that in some dioceses, for I have been informed 
on the highest authorities, archdeacons do a great deal. All I can say is, that in my own 
diocese I do not find it so. I have no opportunity to do a great deal. I can certainly give 
the benefit of my experience, and I am very thankful to do so when I am asked by any of 
the clergy, and I do give my advice to many of them. But that I can do whilst sitting in 
my own room. If I were asked who were the greatest sinecurists in the Church of Eng- 
land at this moment, I should say the archdeacons, except perhaps the deans. Now, the 
question is, What use might be made of an archdeacon 1 The action of the mainspring is 
not felt ; it is not known even ; it does not reach the parishes except in a very limited way. 
Now, where is a bishop felt the most in a parish ? Surely it is in the exercise of his office 
in confirmation. The life of the English Churchman, having begun in Baptism, is set 
forward in his confirmation. I can remember the time when Confirmations were almost 
nothing, and I look back with proud satisfaction as I remember that it was my own brother, 
when Bishop of Salisbury, who first began a more regular habit of confirmation. Still it is 
not enough. I maintain, that there ought to be in every parish a confirmation once a year ; 
and I say until that is done it is perfectly impossible for the true episcopal action to be 
felt in the parish. I would have a bishop in every parish every year. I would have him 
confirm in that parish on one day, and in no other parish on the same day. I would not 
have a bishop, directly he has done confirming, jump into his carriage or a fly and go ofif to 
confirm somewhere else. A bishop should come and visit the parish, and in the course of 
the day enter into friendly and brotherly intercourse with the clergymen of the parish. 
He should inquire (I am only stating my own idea, and if it is presumptuous you will take 
it for what it is worth) as to those whom he confirmed the year before, and see them, as 
far as possible, one by one, giving them fatherly advice, ascertaining who of them have be- 
come communicants, and then he would set forward the true meaning of confirmation in 
that parish in a manner that could not be surpassed. Now here are the unhappy arch- 
deacons, with nothing to do but receive their poor pittance. I can summon the clergymen 
and churohwardens to come to my visitation, and if I was fool enough to put them into an 
ecclesiastical court for not coming I could do it, but I am not going to be such a fool. All 
the discipline has gone. They come to me and say. Such and such a church is in a very bad 
state. *'WelV' I say, "why is it in such a bad state 1" Theansweris, "I have got no funds." 
*' Have you any voluntary funds?" and the answer is, Tes. But then I have no control 
over the voluntary funds, and I had much better not have put the question. Therefore the 
functions of the archdeacons being vacated, why cannot they be consecrated to be chorepU- 
copi, specially for confirmation purposes, with any other the diocesan may see cause to em- 
ploy them in? Every parish would then be visited by a bishop every year. I am thankful 
to hear what has been told us by my excellent &iend the Earl of Devon, about the Bishopric 
of Truro Fund. I am glad that it is in this part of England that the example has been 
set. There were times when bishops were charged with making large fortunes out of their 
sees. That is not so now. But we may'go one step further, and say^it with just pride and 
thankfulness, that when the extension of the Diocesan Episcopate is made a part of our 
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history, that event will be oonneeted most honourably with the name of Frederick Temple, 
the Lord-Bishop of Exeter. 



The Rev. C. F. Lowder, M.A., Vicar of St Peter's, 
London Docks. • 

Wx have heard that this is a bishop's question ; we have also heard from the very highest 
authority that it is a layman's qnestion. I think also it is really a priest's qnestion, and 
therefore I wish to speak from this point of riew — ^that it is a priest's question that the 
bishops should be increased to a yery great extent. I am very sorry to differ in any respect 
from one whom I regard with such lore and affection for what he has done for the Church 
(namely. Lord Nelson) on one single point ; but I do feel that, unless the mode of the pre- 
sent appointment of bishops is Tentilated ; unless the anomaly in the appointment of 
bishops is kept before the public mind ; unless we realise how thoroughly unprimitive the 
present appointment of bishops is ; unless we feel that if we want bishops according to the 
pattern and standard that Lord Nelson so well set before us, we must have bishops in 
whom their clergy and their people feel confidence — not only when, from the many years 
spent in earnest labour amongst them, they have won that confidence by their lives and 
their works, but before their physical energies are exhausted — we should make a great 
mistake in a large or wholesale increase of the episeopate. But if bishops came into their 
dioceses with that love and affection, if their dioceses had a voice in their appointment, and 
the synod of the diocese was consulted, and the laity of the diocese had a voice in the 
appointment, then we might hope that we should have bishops who would know and be 
known by their clergy and people as striving to live up to that high standard which has 
been set before us. Now, I confess that I am not one of those who desire to unsettle the 
union of Church and State ; but it is in the interests of the union of Church and State that 
I would desire that anomalies be swept away ; because we are living in an age when the 
laity, with their practical knowledge and experience, are taking an interest in these ques- 
tions. Englishmen are specially practical ; and therefore, if we hope in this practical 
country that the union of Church and State should continue, we must do away with these 
anomalies. The very existence of the Church of England rests upon her claims to be 
primitive. Is it primitive, I ask you, that when a diocese is vacant, a congi cTHire should 
go down to the chapter, and that they should meet together solemnly, under the invoca- 
tion of the Holy Spirit that they might be rightly guided in the choice and appointment 
of a bishop, whilst at that very time the dean has in his possession the name of the priest 
who is to be appointed to the diocese ; so that the dean and chapter have no opportunity, 
except under the penalties of prcBmunirej to choose any other priest than the one thus 
named in the congi d*€liret Is it a primitive practice, that when this priest has been 
elected under these circumstances, the archbishop's official should go into a church in a 
crowded thoroughfare of London, and ask any to come forward who can bear witness against 
this appointment ; and when they come forward, as was the case some time ago, on the 
occasion of an appointment to the diocese of Hereford, they should be refused a hearing 
and be treated as contumacious, when they are told they would be contumacious if they 
did not come forward '? Is this primitive 1 Therefore, if we hope that the Church should 
go forward as one body in demanding the increase in the episcopate, we must have these 
anomalies done away with. The congi d'elire sent to the dean and chapter, and the elec- 
tion by the chapter, symbolise something. They are relics of the righto of the clergy in the 
choice of their bishop. Let us make them real. We heard this morning, in eloquent 
words, the necessity of having real diocesan synods and conferences. Well, if synods are 
to be real— and I pray God they may be real in all dioceses— surely it will be one of the 
great works of the synod to elect a bishop for the diocese ; and if that synod is elected with 
the confidence of the laity, or if the laity were called in in conference^ they would have an 
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opportunity of makiog their yoices heard. This is not impracticable. We find it is the 
case in the sister Church in the United States and in onr colonies. These letters patent 
have been to a great extent done away with in onr colonies, and the colonial bishops are 
chosen by their synods ; and so it is in the case of the Church in Scotland. Therefore, 
without at all wishing to damp the energy and ardour of those who are going forward in 
this question ; with the deepest sympathy with all that has been said about the increase 
of the episcopate— I hope it will be so increased that the bishop may be rather a model to 
parish priests in the knowledge of his flock, than a mere puller of strings and ruler of 
his clergy. But if this is to be the case, I believe the sympathy of oar clergy and laity 
will be best excited and cherished if we now look this question fairly in the face, before 
we commit ourselres to any plan for a large increase in the episcopate, especially before we 
giye the Crown any vested interest in this large increase of the episcopate, and before we 
have more bishops appointed by the Prime Minister. He is the leader of and chosen by 
the Houso of Commons ; and we know how unfit the House of CoiQmons is, from the very 
nature of the members who compose it, to decide on matters like this. Before, then, we 
commit ourselves to any large scheme, let this subject be fairly ventilated. It is because I 
feel this so deeply that I have ventured to bring the subject before the Congress on the 
present occasion. 



Rev. Dr. Alfred T. Lee. 



I TEHTURB to think the practical subject before the Congress is this, — What under the existing 
circumstances of the English Church can be done for the increase of the English Episcopate ? 
Those who examine the question will understand that it now rests with the English Church- 
men themselves what shall be done. Whenever a well-regulated scheme describing the wants 
of the episcopate has been agreed upon by the Churchmen of a certain district, and they come 
forward and provide the money necessary, I venture to think that when that scheme is laid 
before the Government there will be no difficulty in obtaining the moderate increase of the 
episcopate asked for. I do not think that, situated as we are, we should think of attempt- 
ing a very large increase of the episcopate. It is not practicable at present, but it is practic- 
able to obtain a real increase such as shall satisfy the immediate wants of the Church. 
But this cannot be done unless Churchmen put their shoulders to the wheel and work in 
earnest. The Churchmen of this diocese have shown what can be done. Lord Devon hai^ 
announced to you to-night that the Bishopric of Truro is really founded and endowed. 
If Churchmen in Yorkshire, in Northumberland, in Lancashire and the black country, will 
follow the example of Churchmen in this diocese, there is very little doubt that they will 
obtain the desired increase. At the present day statesmen who have to conduct the affairs 
of the country have to look to what can really be done ; therefore. Churchmen will do the 
best they can for the Church in this country if they will set themselves at once to work 
practically on this question. With regard to what fell from the last speaker on the appoint- 
ment of bishops, I know what certain Churchmen think on this point ; but let me advert 
for a moment to the difficulties that have arisen with regard to the election of bishops. It 
is a popular cry, '^ Take the appointment out of the hands of the Prime Minister, and give 
the people a voice in the election." Under certain restrictions that may be very desirable, 
but we have only to look into Church History to find that some of the greatest difficulties 
that have arisen have arisen from the popular election of bishops. Those who propose 
that scheme should be careful first to study the subject themselves. It was said just now 
that the Irish Church was disestablished because it was over-bishoped. I have had a 
practical knowledge of the Irish Church, and I say the primary cause of its disestablish- 
ment waa the abolition of those ten bishoprics in 1835. If care had been taken to appoint 
to Irish sees earnest and faithful Churchmen, the Church of Ireland would never have been 
disestablished. Another point to which I would draw especial attention is this. I have 
heard it said that two-thirds of the clergy of the Church of England would b iu favour of 
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the bUbops being pat oat of the House of Lords. If the bishops ever are pat out of tbe 
Hoase of Lords, then the clergy of necessity will go into the Hoase of Commons. Yoa 
cannot let the deigy be the only body unrepresented in Parliament. You most then be 
prepared for the admission both of bishops and clergy into the House of Commons, and the 
formation of a distinct Church parfcy in that House. Then with regard to the conge 
(Pilire, the last speaker referred in rather a contemptuous manner to the congi dCilire. It 
would be well if people would study its history; if they do so they will find that it was the 
custom of monarchs to keep the sees vacant for a long time, and the word elect refers rather 
to pennicision to the dean and chapter to fill up the vacant see in the manner the Crown 
suggests than the selection of any person. It is thought by many people who have carefully 
considered the subject that the right to elect the bishop and fiU up the see was a great 
advantage to the diocese, otherwise great confusion would ensue through want of a head. 
Therefore, it is very necessary that Churchmen should look into the true meaning of 
the cono^cT^ire before, expressing strong opinion against it. Then, with regard to the 
existing bench of bishops, we constantly read in Church newspapers unlimited abuse of 
the bishops. I fearlessly say thia, that since the Eeformation there has never been a 
better bench of bishops. I throw down that challenge ; and when we see what Churchmen 
owe to the bishops ; when we remember what they do to encourage every work of Church 
progress in their dioceses ; -^hen I remember that after a late archbishop departed this life 
his executor told me that the archbishop had given £25o,ocx> out of his own money to the 
work of the Church, I believe it to be our bounden duty to support the bishops is every 
possible manner, and not do anything to hinder their work in the Church of England at the 
present time. 



The LoRD-BisHOP of Winchester. 

I HAD fully intended to have sat silent this evening, because I am afraid I am not altogether 
in tune with the feeling of this meeting. I have been all my life an advocate for the in- 
crease of the episcopate. When I was a clergyman in Cornwall I was one of the most 
actiye in advocating the division of the Diocese of Exeter. After that, when the first 
Congress was held at Cambridge, I read the first paper on the increase of the episcopate ; 
when I became a member of the House of Lords, I ever advocated the increase of the 
episcopate. The noble Lord present once moved, and I seconded, a motion in favour of a 
diocese in Cornwall. I ever supported Lord Lyttelton in his work and in his society, and 
often the only people who met time after time in the room where the meetings were held, 
were himself and myself, sometimes Archbishop Longley, and often perhaps one or two 
laymen besides ; and when I had an opportunity of moving practically in the matter, the 
first thing I did was to consult with the Prime Minister as to the steps I could take in 
dividing the diocese of Winchester. But I think it is only reasonable to try to inprease 
the episcopate, as it ii possible, and as it is suited to an ancient institution, such as that 
with which we have to deal ; because it is possible to pull down an old house by doing re- 
pairs too hastily. Some representations have been made to-night about the utter impotence 
of bishops, but I think they are mistaken. It has been again hinted that the bishops have 
been the great force against increasing their number. I never knew more than one bishop 
who was so opposed ; he was a most eminent bishop, and the reason of his opposition was 
that he felt his own powers to be so great that he could perform all that could be reasonably 
expected from him. With that exception, there has scarcely been a bishop, certainly 
within my knowledge, who has not been in favour of an extension of the episcopate. I 
must protest against the impression that bishops are inaccessible to their clergy, that their 
clergy can never see them. I venture to think that the bishop, from the elevated {Kxdtion 
he occupies, really knows more about the clergy and laity of eve'ry class of society than it 
is xMssible for any parochial clergyman or layman to know. I am perfectly certain that in 
the present position of the bishop, he has a power of knowing the wants of clergy and laity 
in a way no one else can know them. I believe every bishop is accessible to all his clergy* 
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It is, perhaps, not always possible for him to appoint a place for a clergyman to see him, bat 
every clergyman in his diocese and eyery layman has free access to him. And as for the 
amount of correspondence he goes through , my eminent predecessor was once asked in company 
who of those present liad receiyed the greatest number of letters in one day. He said, ** I 
should think I haye, because I once received in one day eight hundred." It was suggested 
that bishops could not know anything concerning their candidates for holy orders. I 
believe a bishop by diligent inquiry, by asking in different directions, can do so. I never 
accept a candidate for holy orders without making him refer me to many persons. I ask 
a vast number of questions about the character, the Antecedents, the moral, intellectual, 
and spiritual state of that person, and by those means I am able to know, perhaps more 
than I could know if I had lived in the same parish with him. I really believe that no one 
who has not himself filled the office of a bishop knows how much constant intercourse 
there is between the bishop and everybody else in his diocese. Visitations were alluded 
to as though they were what bishops depended upon for knowing their, clergy. Visita- 
tions are to a great extent a thing of the past ; and it is upon very different things that we 
depend for a knowledge of our clergy — upon diocesan conferences, upon going to ruri-deconal 
meetings, upon constant confirmations, and meetings in our own houses. In those and other 
ways we become acquainted with the clergy, rather than by visitations. But do let us remem- 
ber that we have to deal with a great institution which has come down to us from the earliest 
ages. As regards the purity of our faith, and, in general, of the purity of our discip- 
line, we have gone back as much as possible to primitive ages. But it may be almost im- 
possible to adapt the episcopate of the present day, in the most complicated state of society 
ever known to the world, according to the model of the primitive Church, where there were 
a few coDTcrts only, and where it was impossible for bishops to occupy the pomtion they 
do now. We are, as I say, in the most complicated state of society in which the world ever 
was. We are dealing with the wealthiest country in the world ; and yon cannot, as men 
of common sense, hold that the right way^of dealing with the Church is to put It on the foot- 
ing, with regard to its outward position, on which it was in the times of the persecutions 
before Oonstantine the Great. We ought certainly to have an increase. Some dioceses 
are very much overgrown, and the bishops are overworked ; but if you try to introduce a 
i^stem of things which really was never known in Christendom— because there never was 
known an increase of the extent of the episcopate such as has been advocated this evening 
—it is perfectly possible you may undo the machinery of the Church altogether. Let us 
also remember that we cannot do all these things exactly according to the ideas of a few 
theorists in the Church. We have to deal with a most complicated machinery. The 
Church has for centuries and centuries been one with the nation. I am not insensible to 
the dangers and difficulties which there are in the connection between Church and State ; 
but God has placed us in a position in which we have the power of ministering to the whole 
nation from a vantage-ground which perhaps no other church has ever had before. I do 
not think we should be wise— I think we should be probably rash, and perhaps very un- 
futhful to Almighty God— if we suddenly gave up that vantage-ground, and tried to move 
the world with no fulcrum for our lever. We are surely entrusted with the spiritual good 
of a great nation. God has placed us in a position in which we can minister to the spiritual 
good of that nation with singular effect. We should be inducing the nation to commit a 
terrible crime, if by any rashness on our part we tempted her to throw off the influence 
and control of the Church upon her. If we were tempted to induce the nation to throw 
off its professed public allegiance to God, we should be tempting that nation to commit a 
great crime. Although from the bottom of my heart I hate and dread Brastianism, and 
look upon it as one of the greatest heresies against God and against the supremacy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ that possibly can be— yet that there should be the ancient union between 
the Church and the nation, that the Church should be the accredited and honoured instru- 
ment for converting and evangelising the State, is a vastly different thing from the Church 
being the mere creature of the State. Therefore, when we are aiming at an increase of the 
episcopate, I think we should see how we can increase it, without running th& risk of 
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making such a rent as may easily be made, bat probably never again wiU be repaired* So 
I earnestly hope this very thooghtfal assembly will consider that no doubt it is most deur> 
able that the hands of the bishops should be strengthened by a considerable Increase in 
their number; but that they will consider how that can be done without materially 
damaging the present position of the Church and nation, and how it can be adapted to oar 
present condition of things, and not to some ideal position which may haye existed 1800^ 
years ago, but which does not exist now, and neyer can exist 



TUESDAY EYENIim, id OOTOBER. 
SUBSIDIARY MEETING. 



The Ven. Archdeacon Sanders took the Chair at ten 
minutes past Seven. 



PAEOCHIAL temperance SOCIETIES : THEIR 
FORMATION AND MANAGEMENT. 

The Chairman. 

You all know that it is very common for a President to begin by remarking that he is 
totally unprepared to make a speech ; in my case, it is perfectly true, and I had not 
the slighest idea that I should be called upon to occupy this position. It is not because 
I am any better than others in the room, but because I happen to hold a certain office 
in the Church. I scarcely regret this state of unpreparedness, for as it relieves me from 
some difficulty in speaking, it will also relieve you from some burden in hearing. The 
subject we have before us is a matter of the very deepest importance, and if all I now 
address could only see the misery, vice, mischief, and horrors that intemperance 
creates in this land, you would soon interest yourselves in the organisation of parochial 
temperance societies, and do all you could to put down intemperance. There are three 
separate ways in which this matter may be considered. There is the religious aspect of 
the question, which is to us the most interesting — ^the social aspect, and the national 
aspect. In all three aspects it is a subject worthy of our deep and anxious attention, 
and I do hope you will give the greatest attention to the speakers, who have studied the 
subject, and who can with eloquence and power put the matter in such a light as to in- 
fluence all those who hear them. 

PAPERS. 

The Right Rev. Bishop Abraham. 

I. Considering that in ten per cent, of the parishes in England and 
Wales the Church on her part has not set up any temptrance 
organisation whatever, it seems fairly allowable for me to begin with 
showing why some parochial organisations should be formed, before 
any of us attempt to specify the various plans we wish to recommend. 
Otherwise, coming as I do from Lichfield, the native place of that great 
man. Dr. Samuel Johnson, I should expect my plans to meet with the 
same treatment that the immortal shoes experienced at his hands. 
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when some kindly-disposed but injudicious philanthropist at Pembroke 
College, Oxford, observing that Samuel Johnson's shoes were worn 
out, placed a new pair at his door ; and all he got for his pains was to 
hear the shoes violently hurled from the top of the stairs to the 
bottom. Bearing this in mind, and being anxious that you, my good 
friends, should not fling my parochial temperance plans downstairs, 
I shall briefly state why I think sonve temperance organisation or other 
is needed in every parish, and then suggest what that organisation 
should be. 

2. My first reason for recommending some organisation, is that 
mere individual efforts, without combination and system, have been 
found to fail. There have been two -remarkable victories gained by 
the temperance cauee in this century. The last and most transient of 
the two was the movement led, almost single-handed, by Father Mathew. 
I can recollect, with some shame and compunction, how the one 
Englishman of distinction, who accompanied the Irish apostle of 
temperance, was ridiculed by the press and the upper classes of society. 
Looking back to those days, I now say, ** All honour to the Earl of 
Stanhope who stood side by side with Father Mathew in the cart, 
fpom which the 'unkempt apostle' addressed the crowds in burning 
words kindled by love from the altar of God." As long as Father Mathew 
lived, he did a marvellous work ; but he says himself that the efforts 
of individuals are not equal to the mighty task ; * and the life of that 
movement died out with him to a great extent, unless one may trace 
the strong feeling in favour of Sunday closing in Ireland to the work 
then done. 

The other effort of philanthropy has been more permanent in its 
effects upon the particular class over whom the victory was gained ; but 
the womb has been stricken with barrenness ; the offspring did not 
reproduce its kind ; the growth was dwarfed and stunted ; the race 
made no progress, nor attempted any. It was a great victory for the 
religious principles that declared war against the profligate habits and 
usages of the upper classes of society ; but there the tide of victory 
stopped, and that because the movement lacked organisation. I am 
speaking of the wondrous change wrought in the beginning of this 
century by the life and teaching of such a man as William Wilberf orce, 
the father of the greatest bishop the Church of England has produced for 
the last two centuries at all events, the grandfather of those two earnest 
and eloquent advocates of the temperance cause, the Eev. Basil, and the 
Rev. Ernest Wilberforce. That same William Wilberforce, who was the 
foremost man in the House of Parliament in achieving the abolition of 
slavery in British territory, was one of the same noble crew who rowed 
" against the stream " (to use the language of the much more than 
clever authoress who has described their deeds of prowess), and 
did so much to reform the intemperate habits of the class of society 

• "With rapture I hail the fonnation of the United Kingdom Alliance. I 
laboured for the suppression of intemperance until / sacrificed my health and little 
property in the glorious cause. The efforts of individuals, however zealous, were 
not equal to the mighty task. The United Kingdom Alliance strikes at the very 
root of the evil. I trust in God that the associated efforts of many good and bene- 
volent men will 'effectually crush a monster gorged with human gore. — Letter to the 
Secretary of the Alliance^ Fehniary 1853. 
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to which they belonged. But there the movement stopped, and if 
you ask me why those men succeeded by God's blessing in abolishing 
fllavery, and failed to extend the blessings of temperance to the middle 
and lower classes of society, I should say, in the language of Lord 
Macaulay's biographer (vol. i. p. 6^) : " With their May meetings, and 
African institutions, and anti-slavery reporters, and their subscriptions 
of tens of thousands of pounds, and their petitions bristling with 
hundreds of thousands of signatures, and all the machinery for 
forming opinion and bringing it to bear on ministers and legislators, 
which they did so much to invent and even to perfect, they can be 
regarded as nothing short of the pioneers and fuglemen of that system 
of popular agitation which forms a leading feature in our internal 
history during the past half century." Organisation^ inspired by, and full 
of, {Personal zeal, struck the fetters off the slave's body ; no attempt at 
any such organisation was ever made by that religious party to strike 
the chains of intemperance off the souls of their poorer and more easily 
tempted brethren. What personal example and good advice could do, 
they did ; but it is to the middle and lower classes of England them- 
selves, and let me frankly say, to the Nonconformists more especially, 
that we of the Church of England owe the lessons and examples of 
combined action and organisation we are at length adopting in the 
sacred cause of temperance. However that may be, here at last is the 
Church of England at work in the cause. I feel bound to acknowledge 
with gratitude the reception that the memorial, signed by 8000 cler^, 
met with from the two archbishops and the Bishop of Carlisle. What 
they — and observe I lay stress upon they, for there were others present 
who entirely misconstrued the memorial, as the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury showed at the time — said on that occasion (nth May), and what 
the Archbishop of Cantei'bury has since said and done in the House of 
Lords, in moving for and obtaining a special committee on the subject 
of drunkenness, showed an earnest and intelligent grasp of the question, 
as statesmanlike as it was worthy of their high and sacred position in 
the Church. Clergy, laity, itemperance men, total abstainers, here we 
are united or together, determined to fight this great battle, or rather 
(for it is not like in these days a battle at S^tdowa, or at Sedan, that 
will decide the issue, but rather I say) to wage this long war under 
the banner of the Cross, and led on by the great Captain of our salva- 
tion against the giant foe Intemperance. 

3. This leads me to explain the sense in which I understand the 
phraseology of the subject with which I am required to deal this 
evening, viz.. Parochial T.emperance organisations. I do not understand 
thereby exclusively the Church of England Society, though of course, I 
do primarily recommend it. I am strongly of opinion that, if any of 
our parishioners, whether belonging to the Church of England or not, 
ure aiding and abetting the temperance cause by other agencies than 
that of our special society, we, the clergy, may probably find much 
deserving of hearty encouragement. I say then, that the word 
" Parochial " does not exclude Lay or Nonconformist agency ; and may 
say that I have seen both in London, and in the potteries of 
Staffordshire, men and bodies, who were not of us,* yet working 
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zealously Tmth us, and thereby fulfilling our Master's words, ''Th«y 
that are not against us are for us." 

4. And now, turning to the several temperance organisations about 
which we hear most, I begin with " the Church of England Temperance 
Society." The speciality of that society is its Christian basis. We\ 
ut all events, are all agreed that herein lies its strength. We do not 
say that other societies are not Christian, or not religious ; but we say 
that that is not their specialty. Their avowed object is the repression 
of the liquor traffic by legislative enactment ; or the elevation of the 
character and life of our people ^ by the example of total abstinence. 
The members of those societies may or may not be Christians, may or 
may not love and worship the Lord Jesus Christ ; but the Church of 
England Temperance Society inscribes the cross on her banner. 
Moreover, it differs from the Good Templars in that it frames its plat- 
form of two planks, viz., temperance, and total abstinence. I trust 
that these two planks will not only be laid side by side, but tongued 
and grooved, dovetailed, and rabbeted into one another more and more 
closely.. The great body of Englishmen *who are afraid of extreme 
opinions and measures, may be reassured by the Council of the 
Society that there wil) be no fanaticism in our Society. I use the 
word "fanaticism" advisedly; for no council, and no power on 
earth, can or will damp our enthusiasm in the cause. You might as 
well abolish or disband the rifle brigade in the Queen's army, as 
discourage the total abstainers, who are the most aggressive arm of 
the whole force ; they are the volunteers for the storming party. No 
battle was ever fought, or at least won, without enthusiasm. The man 
who said that the word " impossible " was not in his dictionary, was an 
enthusiast, yet he was as careful of the details in practically working 
out his ideas, as he was sure of his plans being feasible. In a word, we 
teetotalers m*ay be some of us enthusiasts, but we are not fanatics. 
English people have pretty clear notions just now what /awa^icMW means. 
It is cruelty to your fellows who happen to be in your power — whereas 
our enthusiasm means love and charity to our poor suffering fellowmen. 
Fanaticism means a disregard of all feelings, all cries for mercy, all 
respect for man, woman, or child. Enthusiasm means "honour for 
humanity," because it believes in the capabilities of man for virtue, 
liberty, and greatness, seeing that man was born in the image of 
God, and is restored to the likeness of God by the incarnation of the 
Son of God, who is emphatically the Son of Man. In a word, 
fanaticism is devilish; enthusiasm is Christlike — and I repeat it, we, 
the advocates of temperance and total abstinence, are so, because we love 
and respect our fellow -creatures ; we may be enthusiasts, but we are not 
fanatics. But, on the other hand, no Christian man, certainly no 
clergyman, can undervalue the countenance and aid of the temperance 
party ; and for this reason amongst others. The men and women who 
drink much more than is good for their bodies or souls (and their name 
is legion), and yet keep just clear, of positive excess, and so delude 
themselves into thinking that they do not commit sin because they 
don't get drunk, these men and women do more harm to Christian 
society at large, than the helots who disgust us by their degradation and 
^exposure of themselves to shame. It is the great Lord Bacon who says 
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(Adv. of Learning, i. 43) that "as in the law of leprosy, if the white^ 
ness have overspread the flesh, the patient' may pass abroad; but if 
there be any whole fleBh,he is to be shut up for unclean ; so men aban- 
doned to vice do not so much corrupt manners as those that are half- 
evil." There, then, is one great advantage gained by having a temperance 
plank alongside of the total abstinence one. The men and women who 
belong to it are a protest to the world that temperance means self- 
restraint and moderation, far short of the bounds that the world at 
large allows of. It is the Church's idea, the Gospel idea, of temperance 
as contrasted with the world's notion of self-indulgence short of excess. 
Therefore I say to my clerical and lay brothers, by all means work 
your " temperance " branch. And another reason why I encourage 
that branch is, that the ranks of the total abstainers are best recruited 
from the temperate men — just as it was stated by an of&cer in the 
House of Commons ("Times," 26th Feb. 1876), that in the last rtturn 
5000 militiamen had volunteered for the army. 

5. Well, now, I will briefly state in what works I think you will find 
the two branches may combine harmoniously in your parochial organ- 
isation. To begin with, and above all, prayer is the great bond of 
union. Public common prayer is an essential characteristic of our 
society ; but besides this, the society will supply you with rules and 
laws of a union for private prayer. I repeat it, prayer is ^.n absolute 
necessity of life in the parochial system. Secondly, I would recom- 
mend the clergy to form guilds of volunteers out of both arms of the 
force, who will map out the parish into districts, and undertake to 
visit from house to house, and take a personal interest in those that 
have fallen already, or are in danger of falling. Much as I believe in 
organisation, I insist equally on individual, personal efforts; without 
which I should as soon think of calling a scaffolding a house as an 
organisation a church. 

Perhaps no more valuable work has been done by parochial and 
district organisations thail the selection and maintenance of a thor- 
oughly-trustworthy agent to attend the police courts and gaols, and 
follow up the many sad cases that are to be found there, which want 
just the helping hand a Christian friend can hold out, in order to make 
another effort to break through the accursed habit and repent. In the 
rural deanery of Handsworth, near Birmingham, with which I am well 
acquainted, this branch of the work has been attended with most 
blessed results (Report for 1875). An agent was appointed in September 
1874. His work is to seek for known and habitual drunkards, and 
when he has found them, to try and refortn them. With the kind 
consent of the authorities, he visits drunkards in the cells of the police 
courts at Tipton and West Bromwich. In the first year he visited 
375 persons known to be addicted to drink, and the majority of whom 
have been brought before the magistrates, some of them many timesw 
About half of these 375 he. met in those cells. He paid about i6oa 
visits to the houses of known drunkards, visiting about 40 houses 
weekly, on the days when he was not engaged in the police courts. 
Out of the 375 cases above referred to, 135 have been lost sight of,, 
such as tramps, &c. ; 42 are 50 /ar, hopeless; 44 improved; 50 living 
sober lives; 104 keeping the pledge as total abstainers. Some of those 
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-wluo were inveterate drunkards have, since taking the pledge, been 
induced to become regular attendants at different places of worship, 
according to their respective creeds. 

While speaking of police courts, I would also recommend- the 
parochial society to bear their share of the expense of retaining an 
intelligent solicitor, to conduct cases against publicans or others who 
violate the law as regards the hour of opening and closing, or adultera- 
tion and the like. And once more, these guilds will comprise membei^s 
who will work the legislative department of the society, and get up 
petitions in favour of such bills as Sir Harcourt Johnstone's, for 
restricting the number of public houses, so that there never shall be 
more than one for every 500 persons. . Again, to these mixed guilds 
you will look for the management of libraries, lectures, and amuse- 
ments. 

6. So far the two departments will combine harmoniously enough, 
but I do not disguise from you that there are certain grounds on which 
they do not stand well together. For instance, you may be sure that 
you miist have an absolutely Teetotal British Workman's Club ; you 
ma$/ have another where beer in moderation may be drunk, and into 
which you may with advantage draw all those steady, well-disposed 
men, young or old, who will not at first forego all antoxicating drink. 
So many of the total abstainers as have had to wean themselves from 
excessive drink, and those who for sympathy's sake, and not of neces- 
sity, stand on the teetotal plank, will not put themselves in the way of 
temptation ; and if you can only manage to establish one, let it be a 
" Brttish Workruan," and provide tea, coffee, and any other drinks your 
ingenuity can invent, which will " cheer, not inebriate." You should 
let the members manage their' own club to a great extent, only giving 
your advice and countenance; but you will find most probably (at 
least so says a Buckinghamshire rector in the *^ Guardian," 30th 
August, and ^so say some of my London and Staffordshire friends, 
who are not themselves teetotalers), that the total abstainers will give 
you far less anxiety than their brethren who do not abstain entirely. 

But there is one other department which the Rev. Basil Wilberforce, 
in his Eeport of St. Mary's Church of England Temperance Society, 
Southampton, for the year 1874, says, "will ever be found to be the 
backbone of parochial temperance organisation, and that is the juvenile 
branch. Those educated to abstain from all alcoholic beverages are 
shielded from many of the terrible temptations which beset the young 
of both sexes in large towns, and the influence shed upon hundreds of 
homes by the young soldiers of the total iibstinence army is of the 
greatest value." The young have no natural liking for drink. It is 
an acquired taste, and all that they see in some of their homes of the 
wretched effects of intemperance, predisposes them to abjure and to 
abhor all alcoholic stimulants. Even in the House of Commons, the 
one word of universal encouragement given to total abstainers, and 
which met with a round of cheers, was the passage in Lord Percy's 
Speech on the Permissive Bill (June 13), when he encouraged the 
friends of temperance to devote their energies to the proitection of the 
young from the temptations before which their elders have fallen, and 
are fallingj like grass before the scythe. You will find among the 
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Society's publications, useful suggestions for making the juvenile branch' 
attractive and popular, by means of gatherings for instruction and^ 
amusement, by fife and drum bands, and by religious instruction with 
choral music in church. I would venture to suggest to my friends 
here what I have recommended to some of my neighbours, the great 
brewers at Burton-on-Trent, and what I see urged by others on farmera 
during harvest-time, namely, to give any boys in your employment, and 
men too, money instead of beer or cider. I will conclude what I have- 
to say on this head with the solemn words of Isaiah xxviii. 7-9 : — 
" The priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink ; 
they are swallowed up of wine ; they are out of the way through 
strong drink ; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment. Whom 
shall He teach knowledge? and whom shall He make to understand 
doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the 
breasts." Yes, verily, the juvenile teetotalers are the backbone of all 
temperance organisation, and no society can do that work better than, 
or so well as, the Church of England. 

I have two suggestions to make as regards organisations ; first, that 
the medical element should be introduced into every parochial system. 
I mean that the principles established by the highest medical authorities 
on the abuse of alcoholic stimulants, and the very partial use of them 
for any good purpose, should be carefully set forth, and the medical men 
of the parish and neighbourhood strongly urged to join the society, and 
lend their valuable aid and countenance ; secondly, that the principle of 
the New Refreshment Company so readily encouraged by the Duke of 
Westminster, and started in St. Mark's Parish, N. Audley Street, bo 
watched with interest, and if found to be a successful business concern, 
adopted wherever it may be found feasible. . 

It was felt that it would be an interesting experiment to try whether 
the Gothenburg system might not be applied in London, so far as the 
licensing laws of the country would permit; at all events, so far as the 
carrying out of the principle that the manager of the house should get 
no profit from the sale of alcoholic drink. 

The vicar last year brought the subject under the consideration of 
the Duke of Westminster, who was greatly interested in the matter^ 
and determined that whenever an opportunity should arise, he would 
offer premises in which the experiment might be ti*ied. The lease of a 
house in Oxford Street, at the corner of Gilbert Street, called the Rose 
and Crown, has just now fallen in, and furnished the opportunity 
desired ; and the Duke has granted a new lease io a Limited Liability 
Company which has been formed for the trying of this experiment. 
Three meml^rs of Parliament are among the promoters, and the rest, 
for the most part, are members of some of the leading business firms 
of the neighbourhood. A manager has been found who seems a suitable 
man, and extensive alterations are now being carried out in the house. 
As soon as they are completed it will be re-opened with a view of giving 
the working classes a house to which they may resort, where there will 
be no temptation to drunkenness from the interest of the proprietor,, 
but where they will be able to decide for themselves whether they can 
drink beer or light wines in moderation (for no spirits will be sold),. 
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or whether it is best and safest for them only to drink tea and coffee 
and such like drinks. 

The experiment is a verj interesting one, and if it does not succeed as 
a business concern it will, of course, be regarded as a failure, and will be 
given up ; but if it can be shown that a house conducted on such prin- 
ciples can yield a moderate return for money invested, say five per cent., 
there is plenty of eapital in England, which could be obtained for the 
promotion of a system which might do much to diminish the drunken- 
ness of thexjountry. 

7. And now I claim your indulgence if I recommend you not merely 
to tolerate, but to encourage other societies besides the Church of Eng- 
land's in you!r parochial organisation. The work is one in which all 
earnest-minded Englishmen who love their country, can, and ought to 
co-operate. Others have laboured in this field before us ; and we are 
now entering in part into their labours ; and I do not hesitate to recom- 
mend the United Kingdom Alliance to your dispassionate consideration 
and sympathy — " Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona " — ^and I would 
suggest to any of you who have your doubts about organising or letting 
others organise work in connection with the United Kingdom Alliance, 
that the Permissive Bill may shelter itself behind Mr. Disraeli's claim 
for credit on the score that his Government's Permissive Artizan 
Dwellings' Act of 1875 ''had diminished the death rate, and 
sought the co-operation of the people." That is just what Sir 
Wilfrid Lawson's Bill will do; and further, that clause of his Bill 
which would give two-thirds of the ratepayers the right to eixclude 
public-houses from the parish, is just what Lord Sandon's Education Act 
of last session has given the ratepayers as regards School Boards ; 
viz., two-thirds of the ratepayers may abolish a Board that has 
never established a school^ — and if any one would deter you from 
organising such a movement by calling the bill unconstitutional, because 
it would authorise7?er507ia^ self-government, tell him, one of the oldest 
institutions in the country is the Parish Vestry, at which every rate- 
payer may vote, and take a direct part in the management of affairs. 
And if men tell you that the prohibitory law has failed in America, 
read out to them the Report of the Canadian Government's Com- 
missioners, to the effect that the prohibitory law of the States of Maine 
and Vermont has been well enforced, and has largely diminished crime 
and pauperism — and in the cases where the prohibitory law was for a 
short time repealed, intemperance and crime increased to so marked a 
degree that prohibition was soon re-enacted.* There is just one point 
on which I am not prepared to go with some of my best friends in this 
temperance cause. I do not recommend the clergy to adopt any 
political organisation that will pledge them to vote for the candidate 
that will support the Permissive Bill, no matter who he may be, or what 
course he may pursue on other questions. There are great Church 
questions coming on, which I would not advise you to hand over to 
men, simply because they will vote for the Permissive Bill ; and I 
should not like to place a man in Parliament, solely with a view to 
that Bill becoming an Act, and then to treat him as a boy does a 
squeezed orange. 

* UDited Kingdom AlHance Report 1875, p. 65. 
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8. And now one word for the Good Templars. If you find, as I 
believe you will find, that they are becoming more and more imbued 
with the spirit of distinctive Christianity [see letter annexed*], in this 
country at least, don't discourage them because they require a pledge of 
total abstinence for life ; at least don't do so on the ground that pledges 
for life, with the exception of the baptismal vow, are unlawful. Why, 
we clergy have taken ordination vows, and many of you have taken 
the marriage vow, and I have yet to learn that the mass of the clergy 
or the laity believe that they may throw off either their orders or their 
wives. 

9. These, then, are the several organisations that I submit to tho 
Congress ; and I leave it to those who will follow me to propound more 
minutely, and in detail, the several plans they have found efficacious. 

If any one is disposed to question the value of so much organisation, 
and bid us depend more upon personal exertions, I have already 
answered that objection ; but I will say again that no man believeB 
more fully than I do in the paramount necessity of individual efforts, 
and the effects of personal example ; but at the same time, I lay great 
stress upon organisation for this among other reasons, that it brings us 
of necessity into contact with our fellow-men of all orders and degrees ; 
that it makes us considerate of others with whom we have to work ; 
that it educates us in self-knowledge and the knowledge of hu^an 
hearts ; in a word, it teaches us sympathy, which is the great want of 
our day as between the different classes of society. Even the clergy 
are suspected of hostility to the rise and independence of the agricul- 
tural labouuers. What is needed, then, is to see more of one another, 
to show men of all ranks and classes that we respect the honest, sober, 
and independent part of the community, and that we want to respect 
them all ; and with this view that we will help them to respect them- 
selves first of all, and that they cannot do till they are '^ sober, and so 
free." 

I will sum up what I have endeavoured to set before this Congress 
in the language of the Apostle Paul, who insists, in three consecutive 
verses, on the three points I have been trying to inculcate, viz., use of 
individual gifts ; systematic organisation of our forces ; and, above all, 
prayer ; and reliance on the energising power of the Holy Ghost. 

" Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit ; and there 
are differences of administrations, but the same Lord ; and there are 
diversities of operations (m^yrifidTuv), but the same God who worketh 
all in all" (i Cor. xii. 4-6). 

* NoRTHWooD, September 4th, 1876. 
" For some time I was a member of the Order of Good Templars, and now desire 
to state that I am satisfied that their organisation is very suitable for the suppres- 
sion of drunkenness, and that there is nothing in their Ritual, Constitution, and 
Laws which in any way militates against the Christian religion, or the regulation 
and order of a Christian Ch^ch. — I am, yours faithfully, 

**Thos. DE Vine." 
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The Kbv. Eobbbt Maguire, M.A., Rector of St .Olave's, 
Southward 

One of the material advantages of the Church of England is its distri- 
bution of labour and territorial limit of responsibility — the Parochial 
system. By means of divisions and suh-divisions of area, called parishes, 
she has mapped out the land, and to each of these is appointed an in- 
cumbent, to whose responsible charge, before God and man, is entrusted 
the pastoral care and spiritual oversight of all the parishioners. This 
important position of influence and authority has been, for many cen- 
turies, used for all manner of religious, social, educational, and philan- 
thropic agencies, which have caused our Established Church to become 
deeply rooted and grounded, not only among the institutions of our 
country, but also in the hearts and affections and most sacred associations 
of our people. Whatever woe or sorrow or necessity arises in any of our 
parishes, there is the appointed clergyman, with his staff of helpers, to 
lead the way for its mitigation or removal. How to utilise the 
Parochial system in the cause of Temperance, is the topic on which 
I am asked to speak in this paper. I shall endeavour to do so in 
the context of our Church of England Temperance Society and its 
principles. 

The great Temperance movement in this country did not wait for the 
Church of England to originate it. Indeed, our Church, so far from ^ 
inaugurating the movement, was slow to recognise it in any shape. The 
consequence was that the Temperance cause went on of itself, impelled 
by its own leaders, advocated on its own merits, making up for the 
paucity of its members by the vigour, and even severity, of its protest. 
Perhaps this very severity of advocacy retarded the spread of the 
movement, and held back many that would otherwise have joined its 
ranks. Any way, it was not a movement recognised by, or identified 
wth, the National Church, and yet it became ere long a national insti- 
tution, and even a popular cause. It came to be, in fact, the only 
philanthropic movement which was represented in every town, and in 
almost every parish, but without the sympathy or co-operation of the 
parish clergyman. Nevertheless, it was acknowledged on all sides that 
good was being done ; that drunkards were being reclaimed, and souls 
rescued from at least that particular temptation — of strong drink. In 
very many places those thus rescued found a ready sympathy and 
brotherhood among the Nonconformist bodies. The Church of England 
failed to make the movement her own, and did not incorporate it, as she 
did other useful causes, in the category of parochial work. Of late 
years, however, our Church has thought better in this matter, and in 
every diocese and archdeaconry it is now one of the questions of greatest 
interest, as it seems to be in this very Congress — How to form, and 
how to manage a Parochial Temperance Association. 

I look back with astonishment, and almost with reproach, upon the 
difficult and reluctant stepp of the process through which I was myself 
led to take up the Temperance cause, and to embody it in my ordinary 
parochial labours. I would have felt myself to be gravely at fault if I 
had allowed the Sunday-school work, or tract distribution, or district 

F 
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yisitation, or Home Mission operations of my parish, to be set on foot or 
conducted without my guidance and direction ; and yet when it was 
proposed to me to establish a Temperance Society under the name and 
auspices of my then parish church, I remember how I fenced, and hesi- 
tated, and held back, and how many letters passed before I could be 
induced to recognise such an agency ! My mistake was that I regarded 
t>he matter personally and not publicly, as an individual and not as a 
public officer. I remember with what an air of self-righteousness I 
replied to an earnest and respectful requisition of a few earnest working 
men, that as I was not myself given to drink, or to any temptation in 
that direction, I could not see what I had to do with the matter. It is 
true that it was a Total Abstinence Society they asked for, and on the 
abstaining principle alone could I at that time have headed such a society ; 
yet I did even then think it strange that I should have hesitated so much, 
and demurred so long, in making some effort to reclaim drunkards and to 
prevent drunkenness, in the large and industrial parish that was at that 
time committed to my care. I speak of myself here, and I blame my- 
self, rather than reflect blame on my brethren who are like-circumstanced, 
and who have, equally with myself, ignored this matter, and for too long 
a time allowed it to be carried on without them. But I can truly say 
that as soon as better light dawned upon myself, I sought to extend it 
to others ; and in the year following my own adoption of the Temper- 
ance cause, in its Total Abstinence form, I placed myself in communica- 
tion with brethren of like mind and practice, and the establishment of 
the Church of England Temperance Society (in 1862) was the immediate 
result. Our chief object was to move our brethren, the clergy, .to take 
part in this movement, and, if possible, to conduct and guide it in th^ir 
own parishes. 

And this is our chief object still ; but now on a wider basis, and, I 
think I may add, on easier terms, than according to the more exclusive 
rules of our earlier days. One simple incident will explain my meaning. 
I was once delivering a Temperance address in the parish of a venerable 
elder brother in the ministry, and under his presidency. Churchmen 
and Dissenters rallied round us on that evening in the village school- 
room. Returning homewards, the Vicar was evidently under some deep 
exercise of mind ; and on our arrival at the vicarage he flung himself 
impatiently into his arm-chair, and, after a few complimentary words to 
myself, he stated his case thus : " What would you advise me to do 
with all these people 1 They want me to lead them, and help them ; 
but they do such strange things, and say such strange things, and send 
down such extraordinary speakers, who use such extraordinary argu- 
ments and illustrations, -I can't join them. What would you advise 
me to do r* I replied to my friend, " Suppose your Sunday-schools 
and other parochial works had fallen into unsatisfactory hands, what 
would you do then 1 " He instantly answered me, "I would of course 
take them into my own hands." " Just so," I rejoined ; " and, seeing 
that other people have been doing this Temperance work so badly, if I 
were in your place, / would do it^ myself/^* This is what I regard as the 
first great answer to the question, ** Parochial Temperance Associations : 
their Formation and Management." The parish priest is the persona 
of the parish in this, as in all other things appertaining to his office. 
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Well, there seems to be now-a-days a general consent that " something 
must be done," and that the "something" to do must be done paro- 
chially. The great question, accordingly, is, How are we to conduct and 
carry on such a parochial agency ? what new duties will it involve 1 and 
what fresh additional claims upon our time and attention ? 

I could answer these inquiries, to some extent at least, by my own 
experience of the Parochial Temperance Association, which I had the 
pleasure of establishing in my late parish of Clerkenwell fifteen years 
ago, and which still continues in a flourishing condition. That Asso- 
ciation, however, was established and conducted on Total Abstinence 
principles only, and on that basis it continues to the present. It never 
conformed to the extended basis of the Church of England Society. I 
have, however, a wider and more liberal and more feasible platform to 
offer to my brethren than that on which my own Parochial Society pro- 
ceeded during all those many years. It is now well known that, in 
conformity with the recommendations of the Report of the Lower House 
of Convocation (Province of Canterbury), our Church of England Tem- 
perance Society has opened its membership to Non-Abstainers, and has 
marked out a large variety of ways and means and objects, in the use 
or promotion of which the Abstaining and Non-Abstaining Sections 
can harmoniously co-operate. Here, then, is a much wider and more 
diversified constituency placed at our disposal than the earlier workers 
in this cause were able to employ. We have always felt that Teetotalers 
possessed no monopoly of the virtue of temperance, and we often grieved 
to notice how many useful talents were unexercised in this matter 
because of the dividing line that separated the Abstainers and Non- 
Abstainers. That separation exists no longer. Our Society is inclusive, 
not exclusive ; and, like our National Church herself, we are compre- 
hensive, and not narrow. As in most great public questions, so in this, 
we occupy different standpoints, but we are all looking towards one and 
the same great central purpose. Our diversities are within our own 
selves, but beyond these, and outside of ourselves, we are of one mind ; 
from different points and by different lines we are yet tending to the 
one main tryst, and as we proceed we converge, and thus draw nearer 
to each other, both in the letter and in the spirit. This variety and 
diversity of gifts and talents any clergyman may now avail himself of 
in forming and conducting a Parochial and Temperance Association. 

When asked this question. How am I to begin such a society ? I simply 
answer, Get one poor drunkard in your parish ; give him your advice, ' 
your prayers, and as much of your time as you can afford for personal 
intercourse. Enlist in this man's behalf the interest of some one of 
your workers, who will make that man (or woman) his (or her) par- 
ticular care, will visit him, pray with him, and in all possible ways take 
an interest in him. Your society would thus be formed already, and 
would consist of those three members. Every additional charge of a like 
character enlarges your association, which thus is made to consist of the 
strong and the weak together, " the strong bearing the infirmities of the 
weak." From this simple beginning l«tfge and useful results may flow, 
by growth and increase. I would, however, advise my brethren to pro- 
vide themselves with the preliminary paper of our Church of England 
Temperance Association, '^ Hints to the Clergy : How to Proceed in the 
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Formation of a Parochial Society."* In the case of more elaborate 
associations, our Society has drawn up a " Manual," from which may 
be gleaned all sorts of suggestions, and rules, and forms, with ample 
ways and means, which may {mviatis mutandis) be applied to the case 
of any parish, whether town or village. We will suppose this " Manual " 
to be sent out by the incumbent to the principal workers or families of 
his parish ; this explaina the following particulars : Why such a Society 
is needed; Basis of Operations; Objects; Means; Rules (alterable 
according to circumstances) ; Forms for Admission of Members ; with 
Prayers and Intercessions, for general or special use, at meetings, and 
in private. This would be followed up by a sermon, enforcing all these 
points — a missionary address — just such as would be preached for any 
missionary society or sphere of missionary labour, only all the more 
intensely earnest, because so local and so near. He would th^n call for 
the personal influence and aid of his people to carry on the proposed 
mission to the intemperate, or for the prevention of intemperance; this 
time not money, but men and women, " not yours, but you ; " and not 
men and women who will have to leave father and mother, and friends, 
and occupations, to enterprise long travels and tedious voyages before 
they can reach their work, and to learn a new language before they can 
reach the hearts of those committed to their charge (those drawbacks 
and difficulties, the surmounting of which has elevated the narrative of 
Christian missions to the level of the heroic) — but men and women, 
who there and then, in their own parish, in their own street, perhaps 
even within their own home, will inaugurate a true mission work, for 
those who have sinned against God, and their own souls and bodies, or 
are likely so to sin, through the seductive and ensnaring temptations of 
drink. This, we will suppose, creates an interest in this particular 
sphere of labour ; a meeting is then held on the following day or even- 
ing. The clergyman comes now to closer quarters with his people, and 
the plan is more freely discussed, and in detail. The parish is then dis- 
tributed, as already for district visitation, but with this special purpose 
in view ; or else, lists are made out and distributed to so many visitors, 
who will visit the cases, as they would visit the sick in an hospital — 
that is, often, and always with loving sympathy, consideration, and care. 
If they resort to a " Pledge," it will be not as a nostrum or a panacea, 
but as a useful means to an end, as a crutch to a lame man, as a splint 
to a broken limb. Thus much for the work in detail, broken up ki its 
individual parts, and distributed to the various workers. 

But there is also the collective work, the gathering together of these 
members, in those meetings where all are brought face to face, where 
" iron sharpeneth iron," and the sympathy of numbers, and the fact of 
membership and of mutual brotherhood, would create and foster that 
esprit de corps, which is always so hopeful to the success of any great 
enterprise. This, I fear, is likely to prove the difficulty with many, 
especially with those of the clergy, who are already overworked ; and 
such meetings will be always the largest where the population is large, 
and where, accordingly, the clerical labour is the heaviest, and often 

* To be had of the Secretary of the Church of England Temperance Society, 
6 Adam Street, Adelphi, London. 
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done under high pressure. How, then, is room to be made for this new 
phase of parochial work ? 

My first anwer is, that this is an age of enterprise, in which the life 
and vitality of the Church is proved by the marvellous additions men 
are constantly making to their ordinary work. A few years ago, 
Mission Services were scarcely known, but now they are almost every- 
where, imposing the most anxious and laborious toil upon the parochial 
staff and the special " Missioners," and, thank God, leaving behind 
them a grand legacy of augmented work for the local clergy, which they 
are bound to keep up and to sustain. I have never yet heard of any one 
of these good men counting the cost beforehand, as to what additional 
labour might be thrown upon them as the result of such special services. 
Bible classes have followed, and weekly services have been inaugurated, 
and " after meetings " have been tacked on, and never a word of com- 
plaint as to the " burden and heat of the day I " It is, then, this self- 
denying, self-sacrificing, and heroic spirit of our brethren on which we 
rely in the matter of any further demands upon their time in the Tem- 
perance reformation work. They will feel and know that it is for God 
and for souls, and this will suffice to command them for any further 
labour that may be laid upon them. , 

But, even anticipating an augmentation of work, is there not in this 
very thing a call to many to promote economy of time and toil ? And 
here I would address myself to some who might help to ease the burden, 
if only to make way for possible demands from other sources and from 
fresh opinions. There are many who have long occupied the time and 
study of their ministers in Bible classes. Are these to be always learn- 
ing, and never able to release their teacher for others who stand in need 
of him ? Will not these make way for fresh men, and now prove by 
their own activity and co-operation that they will leave room for the 
later-called ? Will they act the part of the " elder brother " in the 
parable, and be envious of the prodigals returned, and of the ready 
welcome and attention they receive ? I would remind these old scholars 
that the time has now come for them to arise and go forth to their own 
measure of work. The Great and Good Shepherd put these words of 
appeal into the lips of His under-shepherds — "Other sheep I have 
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring." Yes, for the 
want of those that are without, and for the blessings in reserve for 
them if they only were within, J am impatient of the lengthened repast 
of those who have tarried so long at the feast ; I want a relay for those 
at the gate, and for those that are coming in from the wilderness. 
"jSfenpsi/'* and what can I more? 

But apart from this, and besides this, I fall back here again on that 
to which I have already referred — the distribution of labour. A weekly 
meeting is not likely to be a burden, if only a faithful band of fellow- 
labourers will rally round their clergyman. The mistake is in the idea 
that these reclaimed men are to be held together by demonstrative 
meetings, and eloquent speeches, and wild denunciations of the traffic, 
and by jokes and amusements. It is no such thing. These men begin 
to regard life as a more serious thing than ever before ; they want in- 
formation and teaching, and will rally round any one who, with a lov- 
ing hand and heart, will take them in hand and be their friend. And 
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here I would magnify woman's work, and espeeially in the matter of 
reclaimed drunkards. Mrs. Wightman has not sustained her work for 
nearly twenty years at Shrewsbury by providing mere jokes and amuse- 
ments for her members. She has held her society together by her 
Bible classes and her womanly sympathies. I need not go outsidie my 
own home and family to find a specimen of woman's work, by which a 
whole class of toiling men is held together week by week at St. Olave's. 
Brethren, your wives and daughters will lovingly and faithfully help 
you in this new crusade ; the rough-and-ready drunkard yields to the 
suasion of a woman's sympathies, when he might possibly resent your 
interference or mine. Then there are, besides, a great many oppor 
tunities that can be provided by money help from our people, with an 
average supervision on our part. I would mention, as our "Manual" 
does, Working Men's Institutes, Reading-rooms, Coffee-rooms, and 
occasional entertainments. To these I would myself add an annual 
treat to the country or the sea-side (for towns), and garden parties and 
*' at homes " on the Vicarage grounds and Rectory lawnsJ(for those who, 
unlike myself, have lawn and grounds to invite them to !).' Make 
friends of these men ; they will never take advantage of your social and 
domestic attentions. Promote among the village)and town populations 
the system of allotments, in which a working mechanic's evenings may 
be usefully spent in home-gardening instead of in the public-house, and 
the very change of occupation will in itself be recreation and rest. And 
returning once more to our " Manual," I would mention the importance 
of promoting " the home attractions of the working man, by improvement 
of cottages, instruction in sanitary matters, and (for women) practical 
lessons in cookery." And with regard to the last-named '* home attrac- 
tion," I may say there are few things in my London School Board 
labours that have given me more sincere pleasure than when, as a 
member of the " sub-committee for cookery lessons," I helped in send- 
ing forth an examination paper for the elder -girls of a group of schools, 
in which {inter alia) the following questions occurred: "(i.) How 
would you boil a potato ? (9.) Suppose your mother has left you to 
take care of the baby, how would you prepare its food ? and (10.) Sup- 
pose you have to provide a meal for four persons, and have only one 
shilling to spend, how would you spend it, having regard to the food 
value of the materials ? " Such questions as these, and such discipline 
and education for our elder girls, so far from being foreign to our sub- 
ject, constitute the very heart and core of it, as directly leading up to 
the " home attractions " of the working classes, without which all our 
efforts in other directions must only prove to be failures. The rich 
variety of these expedients would in itself be a great attraction to many 
who would feel themselves called to this essential department of Chris- 
tian work. And while we open up all these doors of usefulness, we 
still adhere to our old principle, that for the work of reclaiming actual 
drunkards the total abstinence principle and example is the most likely 
to do good and to effect the object proposed. 

But, to draw my paper to a conclusion, whatever may be the work 
and labour spent, and from whatever source derived, this branch of 
Christian work will amply repay the workers. It will be like the explora- 
tion of a hitherto unknown land, and will result in the discovery of re- 
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fionrees and taknts that have been till then beyond our reach. You 
will call forth many latent talents, will revive many dead souls, will un- 
bury many springs of action that have been buried alive, and are only 
waiting for you to dig, where you have not digged before, to bring them 
forth for use in the Master's cause. The ow/lying and t^w^rlying popula- 
tions of our parishes need our care and sympathy ; and by approaching 
them in this particular direction of Christian and philanthropic action, 
you will find them, you will net them, you will attach them lovingly to 
yourself and your ministry, and will gain over many hearts, which, 
though rough and strong, will be fast and true to yourselves, your 
Church, and your God. 



ADDEESSES. 



The Rev. R. M. Grier, Rugeley. 

Ii is easy enough to form a society. Ask a teetotaler firom a distance— any one yon please 
■except myself— a teetotaler who can talk with fluency and talk sense, to address your 
friends and neighb6urs on the subject of Temperance. The meeting over, let pledges be 
administered, and arrangements made for a second meeting at an early date, when a com- 
mittee may be appointed, and rules (the fewer and simpler the better) either accepted or 
considered. It is now that the real difficulty begins. How are the members (i.) to be 
kept staunch ? (2.) to be kept interested? (3.) to be kept together? And here let me say 
at once that I have no experience of a Temperance Society which comprehends moderate 
drinkers : not that I would deny that the latter have their use ; they can do much to 
discourage promiscuous drinking, and are capital material for conversion into total 
abstainers. Only in my own parish, for reasons which I cannot now stay to give, I have 
not been able to combine the two classes of members. 

First then, How are the members to be kept staunch ? To this end there must, of course, 
be frequent meetings, one every week, or at the least one every fortnight. In conducting 
them I would recommend the use of an excellent little manual by Mr. Allen Whitworth. 
The principles laid down in it may require adaptation in the shape of rules to the 
various parishes in which societies are established, but they are admirable so far as they 
go. To one suggestion made in it I would call particular attention, a suggestion difficult, 
but most important to carry out, viz., that visitors should be appointed to look after the 
absentees. I am doubtful, however, whether they should be regular officers of the guild. 
In most parishes it would, I think, be betl^r for the President, when he finds that a 
member has been conspicuous for his absence for any length of time, to get some of the more 
regular attendants to ask the reason why. In some societies with which I am acquainted 
other plans have been adopted. In one there is an excellent brass band, played 
exclusively by teetotalers, in others alien is laid upon the pockets of the members. *' Fas 
€8t et ab hosU doceri" a quotation which ladies of the period will perhaps forgive my 
translatiDg freely for the benefit of the gentlemen who may not know Latin. ^* We may 
leam a thing or two even from my host" He, as we know, too frequently establishes olu s 
ostensibly for other purposes than drinking, but invariably leading to it, because they meet 
only on his premises. A very favourite one, I am informed, is a goose club, so called not at 
all as might be supposed frt)m the nature of the men who belong to it, but of the bird which 
they contribute so much every week to purchase at Michaelmas. In a similar way the 
members of some Temperance guilds subscribe weekly or monthly either to a benefit society 
or towards the expenses of a trip to be made some time during the summer months. 

But, secondly, we have to consider how the members may be kept interested. Now I think 
it not improbable that some ritual after the manner of the Good Templars might with ad- 
vantage be introduced into the meetings. Then I am sure that every meml^r competent to 
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do work sboald be given work to do<— should be asked to fill some office, and encouraged to- 
exert himself for the extension of the Society and the adrancemeat of Temperance. Some 
can be set to prepare papers, some to deliver lectures, some can learn to sing Temperance 
melodies, some give Temperance recitations, whilst all male members should be induced to 
break through the reserve of their sex and take part in discussions. But all this will not 
be enough. The subject of Temperance must be made attractive if people are to continue 
to care about it. How is this to be done 1 It is difficult, but may I be forgiven for saying 
that the Committee of the Plymouth Church Congress seem to have taken extraordinary 
pains to show us how not to do it ? Having selected the dryest part of a reputedly dry 
subject, they have set five men one after another to make new and original remarks upon it, 
and all that can be said about it may be found in the pamphlet already in the Press by 
Mr. Spain of Lichfield. I sincerely hope that they do not pay teetotalers the doubtful 
compliment of believing them to be inexhaustible bottles. I prefer to suppose that their 
desire has been to keep well-known hydromaniacs within proper bounds. But I think 
that they have underestimated the ingenuity of teetotalers. For I for one have not 
the slightest intention of making a safe speech, and I escape the necessity of doing so 
by the simple device of observing that the subject of Temperance, which most constantly 
be discussed in guild-meetings, is a many-sided one. Sometimes it can be treated chemi- 
cally ; a skilful analyst may deliver lectures upon alcohol with experiments, or show what 
groands there are, or, as I should prefer to put it, how little grounds there are, for the 
charge brought against publicans of adulterating beer. Sometimes economically : the 
effect of the common use of alcohol upon trade and the prosperity of the country may be 
demonstrated from the calculations of lJ[r. Hoyle. Sometimes historically : what the use 
of intoxicants has done for our race in the past is a painfally interesting question. Some- 
times statistically : the amount of crime and pauperism and lunacy due to intemperance 
may be approximately calculated from the reports of our gaols and lunatic asylums and 
poorhouses. Sometimes practically : in the light of the miseries which strong drink is con- 
stantly inflicting upon the inhabitants of the place in which the society has been estab- 
fished. Sometimes politically ; and now I feel that I am on dangerous ground and hefi^ to 
breathe freely. Every Temperance Society, I do not hesitate to affirm it, ought to be 
intensely political. The members should be encouraged to lay by money, to qualify as 
voters, and taught to vote only for such candidates as will vote for the restriction of the 
liquor trade. For it is simple folly to suppose that we shall ever succeed on a large scale 
in discouraging drunkenness by our efforts as Christians, so long as we tempt men into it 
by our action as citizens. The Working Men's Club, the British Workman Public House, 
the meetings of, the Temperance Guilds, all inducements to temperance are excellent in 
their way ; but so long as we do not make the most effective protest in our power against 
the inducements to intemperance sanctioned by the law for which we are responsible, we 
must expect our best efforts to promote virtue to be in a great measure neutralised by our 
encouragement to vice. Now there is no discussion more interesting, especially to working 
men, than a political one. It is advisable, therefore, to talk over with them the schemes 
proposed from time to time for the repression of drinking. The Sunday Closing Bills ; 
the Gothenberg system, which will be found I think to have been successful only in bo far 
as it has restricted the liquor trade ; the Habitual Drunkards Bill, a measure which I can 
affirm from a very sad experience ought to be carried without further delay ; the substitu- 
tion of Licensing Boards for Magistrates, a dangerous experiment, as it seems to me only 
to be supported because it is proposed to give the Boards far larger powers than the Magi- 
strates now possess ; the reduction of liquor-shops to one for every 500 of the population 
— ^the mildest of all possible mild remedies for existing evils : and last, but certainly not 
least, a measure conservative because it would disturb the present system as little as pos- 
sible, moderate because it is permissive, and would only suppress temptations to intem- 
perance where a large majority of the people desired it, eminently English because it 
recognises the old well-known principle of local self-government, a measure absolutely just,, 
thoroughly constitutional, and likely, as the publicans prove by their opposition to it, to be 
thoroughly effective— the Permissive Prohibitory Liquor Bill of Sir Wilfrid Lawson. 
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Thirdly, How are the members to be kept together ? How are they to be made to 
work as one man for a oommon cause 1 Alas! how can they be made? when, as one 
of Dickens' characters somewhere observes, " there is so much haman nature in man.' 
I take up the Life of Lord Maoaolay, the most interesting of all modem biographies, 
and I find that the highest and the most gifted intellects were compatible, in his opinion, 
with an inordinate vanity and a miserable littleness, which made one of bis^coUeagaes, 
a man who has rendered great services to humanity, a thorn in the side of all with 
whom be had to do. Whether Lord Macaulay was correct in his estimate of Lord 
Brongham's character, or Lord Brougham was better than Lord Macaulay thouight 
him, I do not pretend to say ; I merely allade to the way in which these eminent 
statesmen regarded one another, to show how hard it is even for men with common aims, 
and belonging to the same rank and party and country, to co-operate for the public good. 
Of all conceivable machines, one composed of human wheels, wheel within wheel, 
which feel and can think and will speak is the most difficult to imagine. The most 
delicate tact is required to keep it in working order ; a thorough man with plenty of the 
woman in him, or better still, perhaps a real woman with something of the man in hei^— a 
Canon Ellison, or a Mrs. Wightman, or a Mrs. Maguire, is needed to keep the wheels in 
motion and prevent their getting locked and harming one another. For it must not be 
supposed that all evils disappear with alcohol, one only disappears, that is, drunkenness ;. 
the rest are only mitigated. Men still continue vain, cross-grained, impetuous, incon- 
siderate, unless they become religious ; and even then as the story of Bossuet's treatment of 
F6n61on too clearly proves, they often remain extremely difficUes, But one step, at 
any rate^ will have been taken towards the promotion of union when a number of the 
members are tfnly God-fearing men, and no Temperance Guild is likely to last long and 
work harmoniously which is not founded upon religion and cemented by it. I am very 
far indeed from saying that none but sincerely good men should be received into it. All 
willing so far to do right as to forsake the temptation to a besetting sin, should be 
welcomed to its meetings and encouraged to attend them ; but the head of it should look 
upon it as an instrument for promoting piety, as an institution for gathering in both bad 
Mud good, neither of whom are to be left as they are, all of whom are to be one by one 
through faith in Christ Jesus brought nearer to God. Much therefore, you will see, 
in my opinion, depends upon the bead. 

But tact IS not the only qualification of an efficient President. He must be an enthu- 
siast. Time and trouble he must be prepared to give without stint and without grudging 
to carry on the work. He must realise the greatness of the cause in which he is engaged. 
What the triumph of it, and what the failure of it, imply. Ladies and gentlemen, it doea 
seem passing strange to me, that at least all the parish priests of England, who know the 
people, and who love them, who live for them, and amongst them, should not be zealously 
affected in this matter. Why, hardly a day passes that I am not reminded of the extent 
and virulence of the evil of intemperance. Mr. Chairman, for the last few months I have 
experienced a new pleasure in calling myself an Englishman. The magnificent outburst 
of righteous indignation provoked amongst us by the atrocities in Bulgaria, would seem 
to prove that the age of chivalry is not over yet in England. That the English, a nation 
of shopkeepers, as they have been contemptuously termed, prefer the claims of humanity 
to the interests of commerce, and even the balance of power in Europe. But let all the 
horrors which have been caused in England during the last twelve months by drnnkenness 
be crowded into as brief a apace of time, and into as limited an area as the* Bulgarian 
horrors, and let us look upon this picture and apon that, and we shall, I think, be aston- 
ished to find how great, how striking, a similarity there is between them. Let Englishmen, 
especially English priests, have this truth borne home to them, and the very same enthu-* 
siasm which has led them to throw all party politics to the wind in defence of their fellow- 
Christians in the East, will supply them wiUi the required zeal for carrying on, through 
good report and evil report, in the face of difficulties, and in opposition to friends, this 
most holy war against intemperance, the cause of nine-tenths of the misery and crime of 
Enghind. In conclusion, I would say, that as prevention is better than cure, and we mean 
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the Turks to be kept out of Bolgaria for -the fature to preyent a recnrrenoe of the atroci- 
ties there, so we shall be well advised to keep strong drink out of our children. Bands of 
Hope are useful auxiliaries to Temperance Guilds. They should everywhere be estab- 
lished, and when once established never be discoutinaed. 



Mr. Mark Knowles, Blackburn. 

The Church of England Temperance Society has for its objects the reclaiming of the 
intemperate, the prevention of intemperance, and, as far as possible, the removal of the 
causes which lead to intemperance. The clergy in the management of their parishes 
find that the working men don't come to church, and yet the men if asked will say, 
'* Well, sir, it is true that I am a Churchman, and I go to church when I go anywhere." 
But the drinking habits of the working classes prevent them from coming to church, 
—their attendance at the public-house on Saturday night rendering it impossible for 
them to make a respectable appearance on Sunday morning. How are j^ou, then, to get 
At these men? First of all, you must impress them with the strong love you have for 
them, so as to disarm their suspicions and make them feel that you have only one object, 
and that to bless them. 'You will find that different means will operate with different 
men. One goes to the public-house because h^ likes drink ; another for company ; another 
because his club meets there, or his trade society, and you must therefore, if you would 
be a successful worker, try and understand how they fell originally* To a new worker this 
is a laborious operation, but as an old worker I can tell you that the experience gained on 
one reformed man will be valuable in the case of others, and so you will go on step by step. 
Having impressed the man that you have but one object — ^his good — ^what must you 
then do ? How must you continue your work? How is he to overcome his habit of 
drinking ? Very few of us understand how difficult it is for a drunkard to reform. 
The liking for drink is very great, and I have been told by a man, " I would give two 
guineas for a drink of beer if I had the cash, and I shall die if you do not give it me." 
That is their feeling, and they have a terrible struggle to make if they would rid them- 
selves of their love of it. You must feel that it is an up-hill battle for them ; 
it is a struggle between life and death, and they are very weak in the first instance. 
The visitor should act as a crutch, help the man past public-houses, and take 
him home to his wife with his full wages in his pocket once or .twice, or even 
oftener, and his wife, if a good woman, will then look after him. Impress 
upon the wife the importance of her trying to help. I have found that a 
difficult thing to do, for she is often the last one to see any hope. She 
says, "Oh, it's only a spurt, and hell go to the bad again soon." It is only when 
she is quite convinced by her husband coming home repeatedly with his full wages 
that she allows hope to come into her heart. How can we wonder at that ? Her excuse 
is, *' He deceived me so often ;" and she often gives you credit for being a fool to take so 
much trouble, and, as she thinks, it is all for nothing. Take the wife into consideration. 
In her early days of married life there were no doubt many strong promises made by 
the husband, but as years went on the wife found that through drinking not a 
single promise had been kept ; and after trying her best, she finds her efforts are hope- 
less. She concludes that the more she does the less the husband will do. I saw a 
woman doing some washing, and she told me that by doing it she earned 2s« '* If my 
husband knew," she said, *' that I did this, he would take another 2S. from the pittance 
he brings home, and so I am obliged to conceal the washing from him.'' I have 
found that to be the case in more instances than one. Men who discover that their 
wives earn a trifle take so much more to the public-house from their own wages. The 
more tenderly you deal with drinkers, the more likely you are to succeed. Sup- 
pose it is the wife you have to reclaim, then you have a more difficult task. 
As an old worker, I 'can tell you that for the last quarter of a century the 
•cases of the reclamation of women are few and far between, and, with the 
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grocers' licences, the chances of reclaiming drunken women are still less. A 
woman will do anything to get drink, and will lend herself to acts that 
man would never dream of, and which could not therefore enter his mind. A 
woman once drunk is likely soon to be so again. She gains no good by the sad experi- 
ence ; men sometimes do. From a return recently issued of convictions, it will be found 
that, of those convicted over six times, the majority are women, and it is only when we 
get to five convictions that the men are in the majority. With the reclamation of women 
you have to deal still more tenderly, and at mothers' meetings and sewing-classes do 
everything to supply practical lesso^is in temperance, for the better will a woman be just 
in prox)ortion as she does not drink. Then, ladies, in this work you will be required to 
make personal sacrifices, and will often be called upon to give up drinking yourselves, 
as an example to those you desire to influence. And may I ask you not to think this a 
great sacrifice, for time was when men and women sacrificed their lives freely for others. 
There never was a time, looking to the effects of drink on their own sex, when the 
Christian women of this country were called upon and necessitated to do more to rescue 
their sisters from destruction than the present^ and if the effort is made and the sacrifice 
rendered, woman will be as she was intended to be — man's true helpmeet and the noblest 
creature Gk>d has sent into the world. 



The Eev. Edward Steele, B.A., Vicar of St. Neot, Cornwall. 

It seems to me, I must confess in one way, and from one point of view, an inefficient 
view to take of the great question of Temperance verstts Intemperance, to say, that one 
holds vid media views on the matter. 

To know that so much sin comes into the world, by reason of drunkenness, and then 
to say, " I do not see my way to become a total abstainer." To see hearts broken, 
homes made destitute, health destroyed, and premature death, and then to say, "I 
cannot take^the teetotal pledge." But it is to my mind a significant fact, that not only 
did Almighty God give bread to man, but He also gave him wine, and the ancient 
offering which the first high priest presented in homage to the first patriarch of the old 
law, was bread and wine. Bread, a generous but peaceful substance. Wine, still more 
generous, and which, according to the very expression of scripture, had received from 
the Creator the mission of making glad the heart of man. Man, when he lifted the 
beneficent cup to his lips, found a mysterious affinity between the draught and his soul ; 
and that melancholy one of the sad results of sin fell gradually before the influence of , 
the potent draught. But the more precious the gifts, the more is virtue necessary 
rightly to use them. Hence, I think wine in itself ought not to be condenmed. I don't 
believe that we have any right to make a law which God has not made, to put upon 
men burdens which God has not put, to restrain altogether what God has left free ; 
otherwise, we seem to be back to the old Jewish law in another way, only instead of 
clean and unclean meats, we have clean and unclean drinks ; tea, soda-water, aerated 
drinks, and that penitential liquid called ginger-beer, are the clean animals ; unclean, 
utterly, are wine and all the kindred drinks, which make glad the heart] of man. I 
think all temperance societies should be on a distinctly religious foundation — that 
<lrunkenness should be fought against, not because it empties the pocket of money, but 
because it empties the heart of grace, and I believe that to fight against this crime with 
other instruments rather than by means of prayer and the sacraments, is to fight with 
Jacob's voice, but with hands like the hands of Esau. 

I would suggest, on the principle of "prevention being better than cure," that parents 
should endeavour to make their homes the centre of happiness — ^that gloominess should 
not pervdde them, and that the piano in the house should not be shut up for months, 
simply because the fathers and mothers do not happen to be in the humour for sociability. 
I would also say, that one great work before us is to discountenance as much as possible 
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the habit of secret drinking ; we may make laws to put down street dnuikards and to 
lessen the sale of such vulgar drinks as beer and gin ; but there are other drunkards 
besides the honest hard-working man, who does occasionally turn out of the public* 
house a sad sight to behold. I don't think one can fail to see the deceit and untruth* 
fulness of, for instance, turning a temperance hotel into a drinking saloon. 

A friend of mine who happened to be at one of the Church Cons^resses in the toim 

of ^ wrote beforehand to secure rooms at a temperance hotel ; he was no abstainer 

himself ; but his surprise was somewhat elicited when he saw a notice to this effect 
posted up in the coffee-room : ** Grentlemen wishing for alcoholic liquors on Sundays will 
please inform the boots on Saturday night." Nor did his surprise decrease when going 
into the commercial room, he saw each occupant, or nearly each, with his glass of spirits 
and water before him, and was told the startling intelligence that the landlord of this 
very temperance hotel had died the week before of delirium tremens, after having 
been attacked some several times before. 

I think there are two kinds of people whom temperance societies should more 
especially try to influence — those who drink to drown care, and those who have so much 
to do that they think they must have artificial stimulus to do it with. 

The rich in their sorrow have so many facilities for driving dull care away, change of 
air, change of scene, the talk and sympathy of many friends, but the poor man in his 
trouble so often stands alone, and there is the public-house with its wide open door, 
saying to him. Come, and at any rate lessen the poignancy of your sorrow, come and 
feel the ecstasy of intoxication. 

Then again there are those who feel their nervous system exhausted, and their brain 
less active, and resort to this dangerous help. I think there is real work here for the 
temperance society — ^and I say temperance society, rather than teetotal society, for while 
the latter has done good to many^ still I think the former while allowing to those who 
may desire it the right of abstaining altogether on the principle of what St. Paul says: 
**I will eat no meat while the world standeth if that make my brother to offend," it 
also says, "Every creatui*e of God is good, and nothing to be refused if it be received 
with thanksgiving," 



DISCUSSION. 



The Eev. W. Walters, M.A., Vicar of Pershore^ 
Worcestershire. 

The Church of England Temperance Society has done immense good to the Church and 
Christianity, because it is like an army with two wings. At the Stoke Congress there 
was no speaker who said anything about the non-abstainers' branch, and I may perhaps 
be allowed to give a short account of my Temperance Guild of men and women. We 
have two classes — Class A, who are abstainers, and Class B, who have promised never to 
exceed three half -pints of beer a day or three glasses of wine, and never to frequent a 
public-house as a place of resort. I honour the abstainers, for they are the right wing in 
the temperance army, but the left wing has done something too. The left wing contains 
men and women who have been alienated in time past from the cause by the immoderate 
statements of total abstinence advocates. We laid down the rule of three half -pints a 
day to teach self-control. Let us have the credit of doing what we have done. We 
have created an opinion in our neighbourhood. -To give instances— When the volunteers 
have had their annual supper, a sergeant has been told off to provide suitable drinks for 
the guildmen. An employer of labour, at a dinner he has given, has taken care to have 
urns of tea and coffee for the temperance people ; and at our flower-show we insisted 
upon having a tea-tent. We have done our best to get the farmers to pay their men in 
money instead of beer and cider, and I rather fancy, as apples are scarce this year, that 
farmers may be induced to pay their men in money. So you see that Class B has done 
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•some good work, andxnay serve as a good reomiting institution for Glass A. i3ome of the 
members of Class B have got down to one half -pint ft day and will perhaps join the 
total abstainers, but they would not have joined Class A in the first place. 



The Eev. p. B. Simeon, Stoke-on-Tern, Market Drayton. 

The Society must be as wide as the Church of England itself, or it is a misnomer, and 
we have been set free in the Church from the bondage of being driven on one set of 
rails. The Church of England Temperance Society takes in all classes and all ages of 
X>er8ons who are willing to fight against the great curse of the country. I agree with 
IVIr. Steele that we must bear in mind that God is the Creator of everything, and, aa 
God's creatures, use His good gifts rightly. I have no doubt that arsenic and tartar- 
emetic, of which we have heard so much of late, are also good gifts in their proper 
place and use, but they are liable to be abused. So, too, my hand is a good gift from 
God, but if it is to be a stumbUng-block to me I must be prepared to cut it off and cast 
it from me. In such a manner must we deal with alcohol, and be prepared to give up 
the use of it altogether if it is a stumbling-block to ourselves or others ; and in any case 
to see that it is used for that purpose only for which God gave it. Let me now pass 
to another matter— the non-abstaining and so-called moderate section of the society. 
The Church of England — the Church of Christ — ^in this work for Christ, must lay her 
lines so as to catch the souls of men. We must not place abstinence and moderation in 
antagonism. I think that with many persons, especially clergy, the pledge question is the 
stumbling-block and the difficulty ; and it seems to me that we have to be very careful 
in our modes of administering the pledge. We must not administer the pledge for life, 
in the first instance ; the Church has from the most primitive times laid it down that a 
life-vow should only be allowed after a period of probation, and if we kept to this in 
the temperance question we should be saved from much trouble and scandaL Ex- 
perience has shown plainly that a vast majority break from their pledges, and this is 
accounted for very largely by the manner in which the pledges are taken. A meeting 
is held, and after some stirring speeches a number of persons come up to the table and 
take the pledge without any limit as to time. What guarantee is there in such cases 
that they will keep it for life ? Indeed many of these people are utterly unable to re- 
sist temptation, and we have to keep this in view. It seems to me that this has been 
a very great blot in the working of the earlier teetotal societies. It is a great scandal 
to see men break away so easily from their pledges, and it is a terrible handle for our 
enemies to use against the practice of total abstinence. One of the weak points of 
temperance societies is that we don't know what to do when people have broken their 
pledges. Some ^y. Let them sign again ; but of what use is that 1 The majority of 
people think that if they have once broken their pledge, they are as free from it as they 
were before they signed it. We must keep that well in view, and the only remedy is 
that the parochial branches make a good use of the liberty conceded to them to lay 
down their own rules on this point for themselves. I will suggest one or two. First of 
all, say to the person who takes the pledge, ** Very well, when you sign your name 
understand that it will only bind you so long as you keep this card." Secondly, admit 
them as total abstainers only for a limited time, in the first place ; after which you will 
be better able to judge of their ability to keep the pledge for a longer period. 



The Rbv. Wm. Holdbrness, Vicar of Woolfardisworthy West, 

North Devon. 

I thihk the question is, what are the beat means to h^ adopted for the introdvLCtum and 
maintenance of temperance amongst our people ? We ought not to restrict ourselves to the 
use of any one appliance [however excellent], but we should gratefully employ every aid 
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within our reaoh. I had a parish consiBtiDg of about 1700 men, 1500 of whom were totar 
abetaisers 9 out of 10 had been drinkers of intoxicants and lost their liberty in conse- 
quence, but I never knew an instance, amongst these Portland prisoners or others, of any 
one being injured by a sudden deprivation of strong drink. Their 200 officers would have 
' been more efficient servants of the Grown if they had all been, what some were, total 
abstainers from intoxicants. In every place where I have ministered, I have found entire 
abstention amongst all ranks and classes most powerful for good. In addition to the aid 
of the Ohnrch of England Temperance Society, I have also invoked the help of the G-ood 
Templars in my present charge with the happiest results. There was a time when I, in 
common with many, looked upon GFood Templarism as far from desirable in our midst. This 
misconception was owing to my ignorance, hardness of heart, and unbelief. When I 
examined their principles and practices, and found that these Templars had been instru- 
mental in reclaiming 13,000 drunkards, I could not refrain from joining their ranks. 
Many of them are not members of the Church of England, yet they belong to the Church 
of Christ as much as I, therefore we can work together in the holy cause of temperance. 
They are not all prejudiced against the Church of this realm, or they would not have 
chosen me to be their chaplain, an appointment which I consider next in honour to my 
holy orders. 

Had St. Paul lived in these days on our island, and beheld the frightful miseries whiclh 
hourly grieve us, I believe he would have been a Good Templar, exclaiming as he led 
their forces, " I will neither eat flesh nor drink wine, if they cause my brother to offend." 

Grapes never cause our brother to fall, but wines and spirits do. The fruits of the earth 
are the good creatures of God, and are to be received with thanksgiving. The liquids 
called wines and spirits are not creatures of God, but the manufactures of men out of the 
creations of God — good materials very much injured by the interference of man. 



The Rev. J. W. Hoksley, M.A., St. Michael's, Shoreditch. 

As I travelled down from London this morning, the conversation happened to turn on 
Bishop Wilberforce, and a fellow-traveller asked if he were the father of Basil "Wilber- 
force. I said I rather thought that the fame of the son was more based on that of his 
father than that of the father on the eloquence of his son, but yet I was glad to accept 
this question as an indirect testimony to the spread of temperance principles, of which 
he is such an eloquent and convincing advocate. 

The particular point to which I will address myself is that of fancy pledges, pledglets, 
or minor pledges, by whatever name they may be called, as I am convinced by 
experience of their vast utility and power. In the advocacy of such, however, one is met 
by two classes of opponents, those of the more irreconcilable teetotalers, who strenu- 
ously deny the position that half a loaf is better than no bread, and on the other hand, 
that most trying of classes— the righteous who need no repentance, and cannot or will 
not see the benefit of a definite pledge, however light, as an act of- reparation, a practical 
evidence of sympathy, and a tangible ground of sympathetic union with those who 
entirely abstain. 

This is a meeting of the Church of England to discuss temperance, but it is not a 
meeting of the Church of England Temperance Society, and I would, however 
ungracious it may seem, break a lance with that most estimable society, on the subject 
of one of their conditions of membership. We have heard what Class B may do for the 
cause, but we have not heard that many are kept from the society by the vast vague- 
ness of Class C, which allows membership on a mere pledge of generally favouring 
the cause of temperance. This is described by working men in their rough and ready 
way, as **The Don't-get-drunk-oftener-than-you-can-help pledge," and without adopting 
this definition I yet think its weak point was admirably exposed by a sensible and 
intellectual lady of my acquaintance, who on being asked to join the society, looked' 
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down the three classes of pledges and said, " I think I will take the third pledge for a 
fortnight." In a Temperance Society which I manage we have eight pledges^ any one 
of which admits to membership, though some have taken two, three, or even four of 
them at once. We thus meet on the common ground of all being definitely pledged 
men. These pledges are these : — 

1. Not to drink intoxicating liquors at any time, and it is obvious that he who takes 
this, need not trouble himself about the seven other pledges. 

2. Not to drink except at meaZ-times, a pledge highly commended by medical men, the 
breach of the principle of which, even in the matter of the perennial teapot, and 
unstinted draughts of water, causes our mothers and nurses to lay in infancy, albeit 
unconsciously, the foundation of a habit which when applied later to intoxicants, is 
ruinous in its results; 

3. To abstain on Fridays in honour of the Passion, thus carrying out the implied in- 
tention of the Church, and of necessity christianising what is not in essence a Christian 
obligation. i 

4. and 5. To ahstain on Saturdays and Sundays in reparation for the sins of drunken- 
ness on these days, a pledge which introduces a third principle of Christian action which 
attracts many Christ-loving souls. 

6. For three days after the Feasts of Christmas, Easter, and Whitsunday. This is, I 
believe, largely employed by our Bomish brethren, who call it the truce of God. If you 
knew, as we do in the East of London, the sounds at such times, which make night 
hideous and murder sleep, you would cheerfully acquiesce in the desirability of such a 
pledge. 

7. Not to drink in excess of a certain ainount a day. Often have I found this the 
first upward step in the case of one who would not listen to a teetotal pledge. And be 
not horrified at the amount a man will ask to be allowed, if you are sure that it will 
yet be a diminution. I know of cases of three gallons a day, and seven pints before 
breakfast ; and I should be thankful for small mercies, and rejoice to administer a pledge 
only to drink two gallons a day. Begin to retrench, and progress in the right way is 
easy. 

The 8th is only to drink malt liquors, for, the mischief is done mostly and worst by 
the fusel-gin and the penn'orth of all scnrts, which rots the bones and inflames the 
hearts of its miserable votaries. Many men and women have not time to get drunk 
on beer. 

I imagined I had provided for most cases in this list, but I found that our good maid 
at the clergy house had invented another fancy pledge. She had been ordered port, 
and took a pledge always to put a little cod-liver oil into it. I wish this had commended 
itself to some of our predecessors in Church and State. Let me most earnestly press on 
you the advisability of attaching yourself to the good cause, not by a shadowyj general 
intention, but by a definite pledge of whatever kind. In the former case men may 
talk, in the latter they will act in the direction to which they feel themselves to be 
committed. 

As I have a few minutes yet, let me deprecate the conventional pity of the drunkard's 
wife, and plead for the drunkard's husband. Nothing is more certain, more increasing, 
more appalling, than the increase in women's drinking. From the sherry of the draw- 
ing-room to the eau-de-cologne, and the chloral of the boudoir, from the marble hall to 
the mud hovel, there is a bond between the fairest and the foulest, and it is that of 
drink. There was a time, at least in the country, when a respectable woman would 
have blushed to meet her pastor as she emerged from a gin-palace with her apron to her 
mouth, but now, at least in towns, they greet you with as affable a smile as if they 
were issuing from the baker's or from church. Over and over again have I had working 
men come to implore me to do something for a wife who is wrecking their home and h«pes. 
Be honest in the matter, and do not forget that it is about six of one and half-a-dozen 
of the other. Some of us, brethren, will soon, if it please the Lord, be pleading with 
you in another cause which is yet not another, I mean the mission in these three towns. 
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Earnestly would I pray that one of the many results that God will then bring out, will 
be the establishment of a Temperance Society in every parish. 



Mr. William J. Woollcombb, Plympton. 

I THINK we have been wandering away from the subject, and we have heard little aboat 
the formation and managemeut of Parochial Temperance Societies, which I understand 
to be the special subject of this meeting. Although I admire the principles of the 
Ohurch of -England Temperance Society, invoking, as they do, the aid of all classes of 
persons, yet I feel there is a great danger in them unless properly managed. It is all 
very well to have two planks to your platform, but I have found in my own experience 
what a real difficulty there is in getting these two planks to go along nicely together. 
And I don't think that this difficulty has been properiy dealt with. I venture to make 
two suggestions. First of all, there must be the exercise of great and mutual 
forbearance, for each party is only too ready to see faults in the other. Next, if the two 
branches are to go together^-if the non-abstainers %re to work with the total abstainers, 
you must set something dejvnUe before the former. I think that if a man is not pre- 
pared to take some pledge or other, or to do something definite, his work and his 
services are of little count. It is a good thing to get people (as has been already 
suggested) to limit themselves to a certain number of glasses of beer or wine a day— it 
is very good discipline. Again, it is weU for a man to be able to say he has had as 
much as he allows himself, or that he never takes anything except at meals. Total 
abstinence is beyond all question the safest platform ; but there are many persons who 
do not care to commence with it. Special pledges are very useful, particularly to 
counteract the prevalent habit of " nipping " amos4( all dasses of young^en* Let sach 
persons bind themselves to tise alcohol only at .'deir meals, and thereby they will be 
doing a great work in their own particular sp"* jre of life. The point, however, that 
wants to be handled caref|;dly is, that of the tT ) planks, and how they are to be made 
to work together harmoniously. I look on/ lis movement as the greatest and most 
important work of the present day, and J.j^st we shall [all give our minds to it, 
■and do our utmost to promote the aims of Mtrochial Temperance Societies. 



The Rev. Dr. Belcher, of St. Faith's, Stoke-Newington. 

I AH not an abstainer, but as the Pope sang — 

"I drink good beer, good punch, and wine," 
and I propose to do so. I once had two church-wardens who were wine-merchants, and they 
sometimes sent me wine which I considered as a gift fromJ[}od to be consumed with tbank- 
fnlness. Tou must not, however, think me indifferent to the cause of temperance, for ia 
my schoolhouae a large body of Good Templars meet regularly, and I encourage them in 
every possible way. I have very little faith in such exciting churches as that led by 
Father Mathew ; and the total abstinence movement ia only a good one in the same way 
that it is good to put a sick man into an hospital to be cured. For a good many years of 
my life I was a physician of the body, and I have had a good deal of experience among 
such people. This thing is often a disease, and the result of disease and an inheritance ; 
and the Church of England ought to look on this matter from a medical point of view, 
whether or not it is certain that in this the sins of the fathers are visited upon the children 
in the form of chronic alcoholic intoxication. Why is it that we are not all drunkards 
when we consider how our forefathers used to drink? Drunkenness is a sin^ and I do not 
think all the societies in the kingdom will make people sober. There is a society just 
starting, under the auspices of Dr. Carpenter, with a view of making drunkenness a crime, 
and confining those who are guilty of it in suitable places. Confirmed drunkenness should 
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be treated as lanacy, and then something might be done. As it is^ young ladies drink 
wine early in the morning, and keep brandy in their dressing-cases. That is tme, and I 
saw it. So;ne people get intoxicated upon other thmgs besides alcohol, and I know a lady, 
a daughter of a clergyman^ who used to drink every day a quartrbottle of ml-volatUe, 
and she died from being constantly intoxicated with it. Other persons have been known 
to drink to excess such things as laudanum and tincture of cardamon--a most filthy 
dose— so as to produce intoxication. I think that a great deal of drunkenness is caused 
by people not knowing the art of mixing properly. By that I mean they drink different 
things one after another most recklessly. For instance, it is said of an Irish sailor who 
was sent by Lord Nelson to carry a letter to Lady Hamilton, that when he brought the 
letter and was waiting for the answer. Lady Hamilton asked him what he would have to 
drink— brandy, rum, or whisky-punch ^ The man replied that if her ladyship pleased, 
he would drink the brandy while she was writing the answer, and the rum while she was 
nuxing the punch. 



J 

The Rev. S. Childs Clabke, M.A., Vicar of Thorverton, Devoo. 

As to wine in general being a good creature of God, I am not prepared to accept thai;, 
but I believe the wine of Scripture was a good crpature of God, and I would drink it if 
I could get it. But what is to be said when it is stated by wine merchants in pamphlets 
and otherwise, that the English people will not drink their wine unless, it is strongly 
fortified with spirits, I can find no mention in the Bible of brandy, gin, rum, or beer. 
Truly *'GU>d hath made all things good," but men ''have sought out many inventions." 
I do not regret that this subject has been treated at the Congress in a very general way, 
and I say to my clerical brethren, that if they must take these alcoholic drinks, let them 
abstain according to the rules laid down in the Levitical law ; let them not take these 
drinks until the duties of the Lord's day are over, and I would especially ask the clergy 
to keep drink out of religious offices, church openings, and harvest festivals. To a 
certain class of people, a baptism is not coniplete without the consumption of much beer, 
and I have heard of a woman, who when pressed to have a child baptized, would not 
consent unless she could have a leg of ^mutton, and a barrel of beer, as she had at a 
previous baptism. The way in which, too, all the church offices are defiled by drinking 
is most painful in the extreme.^ I do beg of you at least to do this, to keep out the 
drink from your religion. There is a most important temperance reformation going on 
in our midst, and the clergy have taken it up. Let us endeavour to keep away 
drink from our funerals, for they are disgraced by this evil. I saw in the churchyard 
of my late parish a scene I shall never forget. The funeral was over, and I had gone 
into the church. The friends had come from a distance, and I noticed they remained 
standing round the grave. I went forward, and saw one of them pour out and give a 
glass of raw spirits to all present, and among the rest to a boy only thirteen years old. 
The clergy must do their best to check this terrible evil. Well might the good Bishop 
of Lichfield call for 200 men to join him to put down drink at funerals. I am most 
thankful that the association is gaining ground, and that there is a double platform and 
two planks, one for moderate men and another for total abstainers. I am told there is 
a diflSculty of uniting the two. 



The Rev, F. T. Bedford Wellesfoed, Vicar of Ardiscombe, 

Honiton. 

I HAD no intention when I entered this room of making any remarks on the subject which 
has this evening iMrought us together, but we as clergy are so deeply interested in this 
qoestioh, that I feel I should be wanting in my duty if I did not come forward to-night 
and ofifer a few remarks. I have heard with much interest what has been eaid about 

G 
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drnDlurdB and temperance societies, but there is one point which has not been tonched by 
previooa speakers, which is of the most serioos consequence, and appears to me to go to the 
very foundation of the whole question now before ns. It is the number of pablic-honsei 
throughout the country, which brings the drunkard daily in constant contact vith 
drink^ and the best plan to adopt to deal with them and reduce their number. I live 
near a town with a population of 4000, and in it there are twenty-two pubiie-hoQ8ei>. 
If I go three miles out of the town I pass three or four more. A man begins to drink in 
the town, and then he leaves on his way home, but these three or four public-houses on the 
road are frequently too much for him to resist the temptation of stopping to drink, and by 
the time he reaches his home, he is thoroughly overcome with what he has drank. Nov, 
how is this horrible vice, thrown in the way of thtf drunkard, to be met with and removed { 
There is only one way, and that is by the Legislature taking up the question. We all know 
that a public-house is of much more value as a public- bouse, than it is as a private one. I 
say, then, let the number be regulated according to the population. We all know Idiat 
England did not count the cost, but. spent millions in the emancipation of the slaves, and I 
say she ought, let the cost be what it may, to remove the temptation now thrown in the way 
of the drunkard, by reducing the number of public-houses, and reducing them to private 
houses, by pxirchasing them according to their value. I say if we can lessen the number of 
public-houses and gin palaces, we shall at once make the greatest reduction in the number 
of drun kards. I ask the people, as a nation, whether it is not better to have an additional 
tax for this object^ rather than foster a vice which they themselves as a nation so much ' 
deplore and condemn. Then, I would not allow the magistrates to have so much power ia 
licensing as they plewe, so many public-houses, and I would not even give the power to 
the ratepayers. Let the Legislature take up the question firmly and strenuously acooid- 
ing to the population, and let it also limit the time of opening public-houses on the Sunday. 
There is in Devon what is called the truck system, and a hjia.et pays for labour in cider 
instead of money. This, in my opinion, is a very bad system. In conclusion, I repeat, 
let us alter the whole plan of licensing, and thus lessen the number of public-houses in the 
country. 

This is the best means of reforming the drunkard and removing the temptation which 
assails him wherever he goes. 



The Rev. Henry Brass, M.A., Incumbent of St. Mathews', 

Red Hill. 

Aftbb the many able and eloquent speeches you have heard, I shall only detain you a W 
minutes by touching on an important matter which has been omitted by former speakeia 
Are we not bound to provide a mhstitute for the public-house and the drink, if we are to 
persuade men to forego them % Wliere are they to go ? .The drunkard's home is too often 
wretched and miserable, and our object should be (if we cannot make the home comfortable) 
to provide a room which shall be as attractive as the well-lighted, warm, and cheerful 
public-house, — in short, '* a public-house without the drink." 

A little book by Miss Cotton of Dorking, " Our Coffee-Room " (Nisbet & Co., 28. 6d.), 
shows the immense amount of good which may be done when earncat Christian effort is 
brought to bear on a practical matter like this. 

I know that some of these " British Workmen" have failed, or at best drag on a'linger- 
ing existence, but this is probably owing to the room not being made sufficiently attractive, 
the mana°:er beiDg unpopular, or the provisions inferior. Cold tea which has been stand- 
ing too long in the pot, or a weak mixture tasting strongly of chicory, are too frequently 
offered to the thirsty labourer. Especial attention should be paid to the making of coffee, 
which is by far the best substitute for beer and spirits, especially in cold weather. Un- 
fortunately, English people generally do not understand what good coffee is, and so much vl 
this the case, that many Italian workmen (so I am told) have migrated to Paris beoansd 
they could not get good coffee in England. 
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More than a year ago a " British Workman " was opened in my parish. We supply at 
id. per cup {?iot milk included) better coffee than you often meet with at railway stations, 
and for which you are charged 6d. A great many working men call for a cup of coffee be- 
tween five and six in the morning before going to work, and sometimes take tea with them, 
and I have often seen carters and waggoners stopping at the door. 

During the first twelvemonths, ;f 600 to £700 was taken over the counter, chiefly in coffee, 
tea, bread and butter, cake, and meat ; and the receipts are steadily increasing, so that we 
hope it will soon be self-supporting. Its success would probably be far greater if the com- 
mittee could afford to lay out a little more money in making the rooms more attractive. 

I would suggest (i.) that the " British Workman ** should be in a thoroughfare ; (2.) that 
a public-house should if possible be secured; (3.) that it should have open fireplaces, and 
be made as bright, warm, and cheerful as possible; (4.) that the manager should be one 
who is popular with the working classes, " a jolly good fellow ; " (5.) that particular atten- 
tion be paid to the provisions; (6.) that it contain a large room in which benefit clubs 
should be encouraged to hold their meetings, and which may be used for music, penny 
readings, &c. ; (7.) that it be not ^'everybody's business" for fear it became "nobody's 
business^" but let some earnest practical man make it his hobby. 



Rev. Woolmorb Wigram, M.A., Rector of St. Andrew's, 
Hertford (late Vicar of Furneaux Pelham). 

I AM convinjced that too much stress has been laid on the farmers paying their men in 
beer. I have lived for twelve years in Hertfordshire, and there the labourers are paid 
in money alone. But the day of foulest drunkenness is that on which, at the end of 
harvest, they come to pay for their beer. I have lived for six weeks in the town of 
Hertford, and there I see the same thing. The day of drunkenness is that on which the 
men come into the town to pay for their hai-vest beer, and to beg for " largess." The 
beer they get is of an inferior quality ; described by my own sei*vant as " a parcel of 
gummy stuff about your mouth." If the labourers could be supplied in the harvest- 
field -with good tea or coffee, or good oatmeal gruel, that would strike a blow at their 
habit of drinking while at work. 



The Rev. J. W. Newnham, M.A., Vicar of Combe Down, 

Somerset. 

Just one word for moderate drinkers. I make it a practice never to drink healths, 
or for compliment, or for pleasure. But if I am at a christening or a wedding, I do 
not drink, but I eat a grape to the health of those concerned. In this way the moderates 
protest against needless drinking, while using the juice of the grape. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, itk OCTOBER. 



The Eight Rev, the President took the 
Chair at Ten o'clock! 



THE CAUSES AND INFLUENCE OP UNBELIEP IN 
ENGLAND. 

PAPERS. 

Dean of Manchester. 

I have to speak of (1) the causes, and (2) the influence of unbelief 
in England. 

First, of the causes : 

I (a.) In the foremost rank of the causes I put the poverty of spiritual 
life in a great many who hold the truth. Men who hold as cardinal 
doctrines of the faith — that God Incarnate died for man's salvation ; that 
the Divine Son is ever present in His Church to renew and strengthen 
the union between Himself and His faithful members ; that God the 
Holy Ghost dwells in every Christian except he be reprobate : I say 
men who profess such doctrine as this, if they believe it in their hearts, 
must show the influence of this faith in their daily lives. Now is it so 
with any large proportion of those who profess these truths ? Is it sur- 
prising, if many refuse to believe in the truth of the revelation of Jesus 
Christ if they discern in those who accept it no marks which broadly 
and visibly stamp the believer 1 For these doctrines, if true, are of such 
overwhelming importance that they must influence those who really 
accept them as from God. If, then, these latter are scarcely to be dis- 
tinguished from civilised heathen, what is the natural inference? All 
infldels are not included in the number of those who deny or question 
our religion. The professed infidel has a large body of allies within the 
camp which he opposes. "If not" (in the words of Dr. Barrow), 
" what meaneth that monstrous dissoluteness of life, that horrid pro- 
faneness of discourse, that strange neglect of God's service, a desola- 
tion of God's law 1 Where there is so much luxury, such lewdness, 
such avarice, such uncharitableness, such universal carnality, can faith 
be there ? Can a man believe there is a God, and so affront Him 1 
Can he believe that Christ reigneth in heaven, and so despise His laws? 
Can a man believe in a judgment to come, and so little regard his life 1 
— A heaven, and so little seek it ? — a hell, and so little shun it." 

Thus the Church's foes are they of her own household, whose negli- 
gent life, condemned by their avowed convictions, lead men who are 
without to remain in their unbelief, because they see that professed 
belief is to so great an extent barren of all fruit. 
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They say with great plausibility, " It is impossible you can really 
believe what you profess to believe, for it is quite incredible that a real 
conviction of such truths should not end in vigorous action/' If a man 
believes that his house is on fire, he will endeavour to save his family 
and his goods ; if he does not stir, the conclusion is, that he does not 
really believe it, though he may say he does. 

In considering the causes of unbelief, as we do here in a professedly 
Christian assembly, I think we ought to place foremost this disagree- 
ment of the lives of believers with the high and holy rule which 
should guide them. My subject includes only the " causes " of unbelief. 
I leave to every man's conscience ihe application of this reflection. 

II (6.) In the next place, we do not all speak the same thing. We do 
not all accept the Catholic faith in its integrity, so there is a want of 
unity of religious belief among the teachers ; there is also a want of unity 
in teaching. Some are of Paul, some of Cephas, some of ApoUos — all 
professing honestly to teach the doctrine of Christ — but doing so with 
more or less completeness. No doubt the^e are more cardinal doctrines 
which are common to all Christian Churches, and which are common to 
all parties within a given Church, than there are distinctive aspects or dis- 
tinctive developments ; but in our heat of controversy we magnify very 
much, a great deal too much, the differences, and disregard very much, a 
great deal too much, the fact of our agreement on great and glorious 
fundamental truths. 

A looker-on outside sees, because of our noisy controversies, a Babel 
of confusion where all ought to be unity, peace, and concord. He not 
very unreasonably concludes that where the truth is still in dispute, it 
is possible it may not have been found. Is it so very reprehensible to 
say, " Settle among yourselves what your code of doctrine is before you 
attempt the conversion of unbelievers " 1 This want of unity may be 
rejected as a cause of infidelity by some who may allege that the Eoman 
branch of the Church speaks with an unvarying tone, that her clergy 
all teach the same thing ; and yet in France, in Spain, and in Italy, 
infidelity is open, rampant, defiant. In such places the cause assigned, 
internal disagreement, does not exist, while the presumed effect, external 
infidelity, does. The reply is this : there are Tnany causes j some pre- 
vail in one place, some in another. The general cause (the scientificy 
of which we shall speak presently) is opposition to any ideas of the 
supernatural. This creates philosophical ifnbelief. The uncertainty of 
the sound given in some countries by those who profess to teach 
others creates unbelief, by first of all producing acquiescence in the state 
of indifference. Men exclaim with Pilate, " What is truth % " in such 
matters, and with contemptuous apathy wait not for any answer to a 
question asked in derision. This creates- the unbelief of indifference. 
Where the Church has laid down an iron law which is antagonistic to 
all human progress, and requires submission to her decrees on subjects 
which are outside the spiritual life, she has aroused against herself 
the masculine intellectual vigour of the age, led the more powerful 
spirits to revolt from her legitimate, as well as from her usurped, 
authority, and, by setting herself against civilisation, has created what 
we may call political and social infidelity. This unbelief is active, pug- 
nacious, and exterminating. The unbelief wrought among us by our 
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variations, and by the heat shown in internal controversy, is in many 
the unbelief of indifference. It is contemptuous rather than directly 
hostile. It comes in aid of the impression caused by the discrepancy 
between the doctrines we profess and the lives that we lead. 

Again, I remind you that my subject includes only the "causes" of 
unbelief. I leave to every man's conscience the application of this re- 
flection. 

III. The third cause of unbelief is^ the supposed antagonism between 
Science and Eevelation. 

I say " supposed," because a great many cautions must be observed, 
if we would avoid false conclusions on this subject. 

Scientific /acf« are one thing; scientific theories another, and a very 
different thing. 

We can admit the facts which the theory attempts to group together 
and explain, and not be in the slightest degree bound by the theory. 

I believe that no ascertained fact of Science is contradictory to 
Eevelation : though it may appear to be so, because we mistake the 
word or misapply it. 

The uniformity of the laws of nature is of course consistent with the 
idea of a wise governor of tke world, but to assume that such uni- 
formity is universal — and hence decide against any supernatural action 
in the physical sense — is going beyond what is safely to be predicated. 

"Serious misconceptions," says Professor Stanley Jevons,* "are 
entertained by some scientific men as to the logical value of our 
knowledge." 

He expresses a strong conviction that " the reign of law will prove 
to be an unverified hypothesis, the uniformity of nature an ambiguous 
expression, the certainty of our scientific inferences to a great extent a 
delusion. The value of science is of course very high, while the con- 
clusions are kept well within the limits of the data on which they are 
founded; but then our experience is of the most limited character 
compared with what there is to learn, while our mental powers seem to 
fall infinitely short of the task of comprehending and explaining fully 
the nature of any one object. I draw the conclusion that we must 
interpret the results of scientific method in an affirmative sense only. 
Ours must be a truly positive philosophy, not that false negative 
philosophy which, building on a few material facts, presumes to assert 
that it has compassed the bounds of existence, while it nevertheless 
ignores the most unquestionable phenomena of the human mind and 
feelings." t 

These words, if found in some professedly Christian apologist, might 
have less weight than they ought to have : — perhaps when quoted from 
one of the most interesting books of the day, the words of a professor 
of logic lately in the Owen's College, Manchester, now in University 
College, London, they may be received generally with respectful atten- 
tion ; even by those to whose predilections they are opposed. 

When we pass the true limits of ascertained scientific fact, we come 
into a new region, into a region of hypothesis, which may be crude; 
of giless work, which may be only fanciful. 

* "Principles of Science," vol. i. preface, p. ix. Macmillan & Co. London, 1874. 

t Ibid. 
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Now unfortunately, men of great reputation — of deservedly great re- 
putation — in exposition, in demonstration, in experiment, are sometimes 
fanciful and extravagant when they escape from the laboratory, the 
observatory, the study ; and from the exact and rigid methods which 
lead to solid and sure results. 

When they give a loose rein to the imagination, and deliver their 
nebulous dreams, as results to which their convictions are leading them, 
the ignorant quasi-scientific crowd, with gaping avidity, take in all 
this poetical vagary, and call it ''science,'' instead of giving it its real 
name — the brain-sick fancy of scientific professors. 

Sometimes they find, to their dismay, that their words have been 
taken for more than they intended; and that, by this illogical and 
imprudent venture, they have cast a stumbling-block in the way of 
those who would gladly learn from them the scientific truths, about 
which there can be no doubt at all. We are to learn by the steady light 
of the midnight lamp, not by the blaze and glare of a rocket. 

It is in this region of tJie&ry that physical science is so uncertain. 
The ascertained scientific truths are many ; they are full of interest ; 
the explanations of them are in many cases convincing j the attempted 
explanations are often pleasing by their ingenuity, even when they fail 
to convince. If, however, you will read a little tract, called '* The Un- 
certainties of Physical Science," by the Rev. Professor Birks of Cam- 
bridge, published this year, you will there find that those who put their 
trust in scientific theories are trusting in an empty shadow ; and hence 
they may conclude that if their faith is shaken in divine revelation by 
these supposed scientific difficulties, they are disquieting themselves in 
▼ain. There is, however, much erroneous and dangerous teaching on 
the opposite side. Men mistake the impressions they have inherited of 
the meaning of the Word of God for the Word of God itself. Remem- 
bering that God is the God of nature — that He rules in the kingdom of 
nature as in the kingdom of grace — we assert that there can be no an- 
tagonism between ascertained facts, or the true conclusions of science, 
and the real, true, genuine sense of God's revelations to mankind. 
Hence the wisdom of holding ourselves in readiness, if need be, to 
correct our notions of what we thought to be asserted in the Holy 
Scriptures, — ^according to that saying of Cardinal Bellarmine, writing 
on the Copernican controversy : * " When a demonstration shall be 
found to establish the earth's motion, it will be proper to interpret the 
Sacred Scriptures otherwise than they have hitherto been interpreted in 
those passages where mention is made of the stability of the earth, or 
the movement of the heavens." Dr. Whewell remarks that tlie objec- 
tion made to this maxim — that it is indefinite because you cannot say 
when a demonstration is complete — is of no great moment ; for if the 
maxim be admitted, men will be less likely to contend for current inter- 
pretations, as if they were essential, and the danger will be avoided of 
pressing our prejudices into the rank of divine truths. 

The causes of unbelief, then, which we are now considering, may be 

thus resumed : — Scientific men put forward their theories before the 

world. Their followers take them up, and urge them as if they were 

scientific trwtJui ; and then they revolt from teaching which they think 

♦ Whewell's " Phi], of Inductive Sciences.** 
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contradicts them. Believers have in too many instances repelled from 
the faith those who were convinced of certain scientific facts, by vehe- 
ment and bigoted assertion of their conviction that these scientific facts 
contradicted the revelation, assuming that their interpretation of the 
Scripture was the only true interpretation. In other words, the 'causes 
of unbelief in this matter have been : (1) Science, falsely so-called ; (2) 
misapplication and misinterpretation of the Bible. Again I remind you 
that my subject includes only the causes of unbelief. I leave to every 
man's conscience the application of these reflections. 

IV. There is yet another phase of infidelity — Agnosticism — ^which 
seems to have its root in this a priori determination, viz. : the subjects 
treated of in revelation are not within the powers of our intellects, and 
therefore we are deluded when we think that we know anything about 
them, because they are absolutely unknowable. Now there are ad- 
mitted difficulties in grasping ideas of space and time, as there are in 
grasping ideas of God and of spirit; yet of intervals both of distance 
and of time we seem to have some sufficient practical notions. Why 
may we not have sufficient notions for us of God and of spiritual exist- 
ence 1 Christians admit the inscrutable and incomprehensible nature 
of God. Who can understand God's ubiquity, without extension ; His 
eternity, without succession ; His omnipotence, as consistent with His 
permission of evil ; His omniscience, as consistent with the free will of 
His creatures 1 We confess that in all these things God's nature is 
inscrutable; yet we are certain of the truth of His presence; of His 
sameness yesterday, and to-day, and for ever ; of His will being known 
to us as a guide, while yet we do not conform ourselves to it ; and so 
on. We allow that in speaking of One whom we call Infinite in all 
His attributes, we use words which transcend the apparent limits of 
exact thought; but some have had this persuasion — that the very 
'attempt' itself to grasp these undefinable notions — the o^i^K — is an 
evidence of a power within us reaching beyond our present capacity, 
and is in itself a testimony to the possibility of the higher life. We 
admit thafc all expressions and all notions of this kind are imperfect ; 
but we resist the conclusion that the great things at which they aim are 
absolutely out of our grasp. To assume that, because imperfectly ap- 
prehended, they are unknowable, is like shutting the ears and refusing 
to hear because of indistinctaiess in the sound. What says the revela- 
tion itself on the subject 1 The secret things belong to the Lord our 
God ; eye hath not seen them, ear hath not heard them ; but God hath 
revealed them unto us by His Spirit. If you refuse, at once, because 
no man can know, you are assuming this attitude : '^ I once opened 
mine eyes, but there was darkness impenetrable. I will not now open 
them again, though you tell me there is light. I tell you that we can- 
not know anything about light." This unbelief has for its csLUBephHo- 
sophical pride, and involves, I venture to suggest, this fallacy: the 
judgment which pronounces anything unknowable, must assume, be- 
fore this deliberate conclusion can be reached, that the powers of the 
human understanding are known, and that the things propounded are 
also known; and therefore is self-contradictory. If it be true that 
dolus latet in geaieralibiLs, surely it is specially true in negative universale. 
If, as Stanley Jevons says, we are far from comprehending, or being 
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able to explain fully the nature of any one object, yet we do not on that 
account cease from the endeavour to kno;w what may be within our 
reach; but rather join with Zeno (Cicero, Acad., lib. i. c. xi.) : qui inter 
scimtiam, ymaiv, et insdentiam, &y9otav, comprehensionem, xaraX^j-sJ/zv, col- 
locabat, and content ourselves with that limited comprehensio ; so that, 
if in any subjects scientia is unattainable, yet \ve are not absolutely rele- 
gated to inscientia, 

V. I have now to say a few words on the influence of unbelief. 

(1.) I think unbelief more extensively prevalent in the younger men 
of the literary class than in any other, — that is, among persons of 
culture I believe that there is much unbelief of a tacit kind, as well as 
much outspoken unbelief. In the case of eager spirits just set free from 
restraint, full of conscious mental vigour, and scarcely giving a thought 
to the responsibility incurred by rash utterances, or smart writing — this 
sceptical tendency is, I am told, on the increase. It is undoubtedly 
mischievous, because the supply of recruits for writers in our daily and 
periodical press is found to a great extent in this class. They are men 
of culture, of ready wit, of considerable literary skill, bold and self-con- 
fident They find that freedom of speculation is the order of the day, 
and, without any deliberate design of a war on faith, they set themselves 
to destroy indiscriminately all the idols that men worship. They are 
iconoclasts of ideas and prejudices — they lay about them with reckless 
impetuosity — and attack indiscriminately both truths and perversions 
of truths, convictions which lie deep in Christian men's hearts, and 
avowed convictions which have no root in the conscience. This exuber- 
ance of mental activity is uppermost ; it is in the front rank ; it com- 
mands a hearing ; and it seems a formidable foe. I may be deemed 
an optimist for venturing the opinion that this will not be a permanent 
danger to The Faith. It disturbs, no doubt, many whose convictions 
are not settled on a firm basis ; and is so far mischievous ; but it is like 
a fire of thorns ; it gives a great glare, makes a great noise, and goes 
out quickly. The Church of God has passed through many more 
serious trials than this. 

VL (2.) There is more danger from the deliberate and quiet and 
steady declension from faith in those men who are students of Natural 
and Physical Science. I am told that this is on the increase ; and yet 
I hold in my hand a declaration signed in 1864 by 718 men who were 
professors, lecturers, and students in the Physical Sciences — which 
states their regret that their pursuits should be supposed antagonistic 
to The Faith :— 

" We, the undersigned students of the Natural Sciences, desire to 
express our sincere regret that researches into scientific truth are per- 
verted by some in our own times into occasions for casting doubt upon 
the truth and authenticity of the Holy Scriptures. We conceive that 
it is impossible for the Word of God as written in the book of nature, 
and God's Word written in Holy Scripture, to contradict one another, 
however much they may appear to differ. We are not forgetful that 
Physical Science is not complete, but is only in a condition of progress, 
and that at present our finite reason enables us only to see as through a 
glass darkly ; but we confidently believe that a time will come when 
the two records will be seen to agree in every particular. We cannot 
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but deplore that Natural Science should be looked upon with suspicion 
by many who do not make a study of it, merely on account of the un- 
advised manner in which some are placing it in opposition to Holy 
Writ. We believe that it is the duty of every scientific student to 
investigate nature simply for the purpose of elucidating truth ; and if 
he finds that some of his results appear to be in contradiction to the 
Written Word — or rather to his own interpretations of it, which may be 
erroneous — he should not presumptuously affirm that his own conclusions 
must be right, and the statements of Scripture wrong : rather leave the 
two side by side till it shall please God to allow us to see the manner 
in which they may be reconciled ; and instead of insisting on the 
seeming differences between science and the Scriptures, it would be as 
well to rest in faith upon the points in which they agree." * 

Among the signatures are sixty-four professors and lecturers on science 
in our universities and schopls of medicine. If any great change has come 
over these men in the last twelve years, I cannot think that it is all in 
one direction. The random speculations of eminent men tend rather 
to diminish their authority than to extend it, and we have seen feome- 
thing of this kind. I rather incline to think that the ignorant dogma- 
tism of theologians on scientific subjects with which they are imperfectly 
acquainted, has done more to drive men of science to infidelity than any 
study of the natural works of God. I have in past years writhed and 
fretted under a university preacher — whose ignorance was as great as 
his courage — whose vehement declamations against scientific conclusions 
were doing more harm to the faith of his audience than any true state- 
ment of scientific results could have done. While the influence of 
unbelief is not inconsiderable among students of the natural and phy- 
sical sciences, yet I fear the result of the efforts of some professed 
advocates of the Christian faith more than the results of scientific 
research. 

VII. (3.) I imagine that the number of students of the mental and 
metaphysical sciences is more limited — but I consider that their 
opposition is more dangerous. A friend writes to me that he dreads 
the displacing at the universities of the older philosophical methods of 
Plato, Aristotle, and Bishop Butler, by Mill's System ; the former lead- 
ing up to Christian truth, and the latter to Materialism. If Mill, 
advancing upon Locke, admits in theory the facts of inward conscious- 
ness, he does so only to explain them away, and derive them, too, from 
outward experience. In such a system there is no place even for 
conscience. 

VIII. (4.) Among working men it is very difficult to find out whether un- 
belief is gaining or not. I have found occasionally that some who pretend 
to know a great deal about the condition of working men, really know 
very little about them. It has been the custom to erect the '' intelligent 
working man'' into an idol. I do not believe in any greater intelligence 
in the doss than in any other class. I have no doubt there are many 
very intelligent working men ; I have occasionally met with some. The 
same is true of all classes. Among the numerous class of clerks and 
shopkeepers, and people in every branch of trade, you may meet occa- 

* " The Declaration of Students of the Natural and Physical Sciences." — London : 
Simpkln, Marshall, & Co., 1865. 
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aionally with, very advanced and enlightened men. In all classes there 
are men thoughtful, intelligeni;, seeking self-improvement, to converse 
with whom is a pleasure and a privilege. But I object altogether to 
the foolish flattery bestowed upon any one class, as if, as a class, it had 
a special intellectual capacity. All generalisations which ascribe special 
characteristics to classes of men are untrustworthy. In all ranks of 
society there are to be found men of more than average ability — men 
who have achieved self-improvement — men who think for themselves. 
I do not believe that the number of sceptics in any one class differs, in 
its proportion to the whole number, from what may be found in any 
other class. I have no reason to imagine that the class of intelligent 
working men is any exception to this rule. I have made inquiries in 
many towns, reported in the secularist newspaper as having had suc- 
cessful or enthusiastic meetings for the propagation of infidel ideas ; and 
I have never yet been able to ascertain that persons on the spot knew 
anything about such meetings. Hence I concluded that their import- 
ance had by the secularist organ been exaggerated. These reports are < 
always furnished to papers published in a distant town ; e.g.^ I have 
read in the London '^ Times " a long report of a meeting of Republicans 
in Manchester, from which persons vould have imagined that it was of 
weight and importance. On inquiry in Manchester itself, I found no 
one knew or cared anything about it; and the known names of persons 
attending such a meeting were those of persons of no influence what- 
ever. From such limited inquiries as I have been able to make, I am 
prepared to believe that the influence of unbelief among our artisan 
class is not different from what is found in any other class. 

Indifference and self-indulgence are the chief enemies of the faith 
among the greater part of mankind, in all classes, from the highest 
to the lowest. These enemies are giants compared with infidelity^ It 
is quite right icf encourage such work as the Christian Evidence Society 
undertakes ; but tlie warfare with unbelief in its more constant form is 
with the world and the flesh, and not so much with the spirit of bold 
defiance which spurns the ancient faith. Active defence of the faith is, 
however, necessary ; because the sinner who resists the Holy Spirit's 
strivings does sometimes shelter himself under an insincere plea of 
unbelief, and tries to escape from his self-condemnation by pretending 
to feel difficulties in the faith, which are borrowed from the armoury of 
those who openly oppose themselves. 
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Wb are met to-day on the platform of Faith. It would be an insult 
to a Church Congress to suspect it of unfaithfulness to the doctrinal 
articles, to which those among us who hold orders in the Church of 
£ngland are solemnly pledged. Among these articles stands the nin^th ; 
its language must be held to be no idle form of words, but to express an 
indisputable part in t.he condition of human nature. There is an infec- 
tion of nature in every man that naturally is engendered of the offspring 
of Adam, and this corruption of nature has its essence in the alienation 
of the affections from God — they are not " sui)ject to the law of God." 
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But, if sin be a reality, its necessary and inevitable effect must be to 
create a disinclination towards God, and an aversion from Him. The 
mind is brought face to face -with the great problems of belief and 
disbelief with a prejudgment already influencing it. There is no im- 
pediment like that of a moral indisposition, su^^tle and persuasive as the 
deadly gas that may poison the very atmosphere we breathe. Who- 
ever judged fairly of a person he disliked 1 If the doctrine of sin be 
true, unbelief must be regarded as the outcome of a moral corruption, 
absolute, inveterate, universal. 

But the moral cause must have an intellectual development. It is 
impossible for the will to reject God without seeking for some justifica- 
tion of itself in the understanding. There is nothing, therefore, in the 
assertion of one primary moral cause inconsistent with the action of 
many secondary causes. The active force may be uniform, and yet 
there may be epochs of peculiar development. The moral poison may 
be both intensified in degree, and modified in form, by the tendencies 
and circumstances of an age, just as with the virus of bodily disease, in 
which there may be not only periods of epidemic outbreak, but typical 
changes in the prevalent character. The modifying force may harden 
itself into different shapes according to the influence with which it is 
associated, as the crystals of chemical substances will change from one 
shape of beauty to another, according to the other substances with 
which they are combined. 

Such a development was presented in the Deism of the seventeenth 
century, and' there is no difficulty in tracing the causes, political and 
social and religious, by which it was modified. Another development 
is presented by the unbelief in England of our own day. It runs, how- 
ever, so closely on the same lines of. argument, that its characteristics 
differ in degree rather than in kind. Many causes have combined to 
produce it, and unbelief in its turn intensifies and exasperates the in- 
fluences which have shaped it. The fact that the ultimate ground of un- 
belief is moral and uniform, explains how it takes up all other existing 
evils into itself, and, feeding upon them-, grows more rank from the 
food that nourishes it. All discontent with the existing order of things 
naturally allies itself with unbelief. Our social condition presents 
many anomalies which never can have formed any part of the Divine 
scheme of society, and which natural reason finds it difficult to 
harmonise with the wisdom and benevolence of a Pivine government. 
The class rivalries and passions, which separate one portion of the com- 
munity from another, give occasion to prejudices which confound all 
religion with superstition, and all ministry with priestcraft. The con- 
troversies which distract the Church of Christ wibhin herself afford 
pregnant causes of offence, although the activity they indicate is in- 
comparably more favourable to the supremacy of truth, than a period 
of mental and spiritual apathy. Our ecclesiastical perplexities, both 
within and without, divert strength from the proper work of the 
ministry, and leave open occasion for unbelief amid the practical 
heathenism of a nominally Christian nation. All these are generating 
causes of unbelief, and they are aggravated in their turn by the un- 
belief they generate. 

But from these wide and general topics I turn away to one special 
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cause. There is one specific peculiarity in the intellectual condition of 
our day, and one corresponding defect in our system of education which 
requires attention. I express a conviction which has grown up in my 
mind for many years, and am deeply impressed with its importance. 

The intellectual tendencies of an age are apparently capricious. 
But in our own day two powerful factors have moulded the course of 
thought. The one is the prevalence of physical study, and the 
marvellous discoveries of natural science. I desire to speak of science 
and of scientific men not only with respect, hut with admiration. All 
clergymen who take the advice of the distinguished Professor who was 
announced to follow me, and who make themselves acquainted with 
scientific works, will be impressed not only with the high enthusiasm 
for truth with which the writers sCre generally actuated, but also with 
the intellectual vigour and acuteness with which the search after truth 
is pursued. The higher class of scientific works supply no mean train- 
ing to the faculties. Nevertheless, like all other hum«n study, physical 
science has its characteristic dangers. It deals with material forces and 
cognisable agents ; is conversant with sensible phenomena and works 
of demonstrable facts. It thus tends to materialise the intellect, and 
make it sceptical of any forces which are above sensible perception, and 
incapable of measurable experiment. 

The extreme specialisation of modern scientific study has a further 
risk of its own. The eye becomes incapable of looking beyond the one 
object, on which all its powers of vision are fixed. It becomes micro-* 
scopic ; but it loses width and comprehension. Hence arises a tendency 
to make the truth of Christianity exclusively dependent on that one 
particular branch of study, and that one special point to which atten- 
tion is directed. To that concentrated gaze the scientific test becomes 
all in all ; and the other branches of evidence, the .moral, historical, 
critical, and archsBological, are apt to be as absolutely forgotten as if they 
bad no existence. 

Another factor in our intellectual condition is to be recognised in 
the perfection of its literary and historical criticism.- Again, I wish to 
speak of criticism as I have spoken of science, with respect and admi- 
ration. The accuracy and sensitive nicety to which critical perception 
has been directed are worthy of aU praise. But, again, it has its 
dangers. Containing its resources within itself, it is liable to the fatal 
temptation of overstepping its limits, and overestimating its powers. 
It affects not only to say what is incredible, but also what is credible ; 
not only to destroy the fabric of the false, but what is enormously 
more difficult — to construct the fabric of the true. Can any one deny 
that the tendency of the critical instinct is to become self-contained and 
self-reliant, and to disdain what it considers to be the contemptible pro- 
cesses of ordinary proof 1 

Now, where there exists a tendency either to defect or to excess in a 
given direction, it is evident that some supplementary influence is needed 
to act as a corrective, and to restore the balance. The greater the men- 
tal activity the greater is the necessity for it — the headlong rush of the 
train only precipitates its destruction. The scientific and critical facul- 
ties have been cultivated to the highest perfection, and are exercised 
with an intense activity, almost morbid. But the supplementary facul- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 10 Causes and Injlu&me of Unhdiefin England — Papers. 

ties which should regulate their exercise have, I believe, been neglected^ 
and the great corrective principle forgotten. 

To this conclusion others appear to have come, as well as myself. But 
they identify the missing principle differently. It is, therefore, necessary 
for me to say what I think it is not, as well as what I think it is. 

It is not, I think, the principle of Church authority, overruling the con- 
clusions of the reason with the weight of a divinely-constituted- teacher. 
It is in this light that no less a thinker than John Henry New- 
man has presented it in his *' Apologia/' To him the Church is an 
outward impersonation of the Divine Majesty, confronting the lawless- 
ness and licence of human thought with the awful supremacy of God, 
That before the presence of God alone can the arrogance of the human 
intellect be abashed, we shall all agree. But in what mode is God made 
known to us % Mr. Newman's reply is, in the authority of the Church 
visible. So intensely does he conceive of this, that, if I understand 
him rightly, he deems it to be a spiritual duty to accept the infallibility 
of the Church as a doctrine, at the very time when his understanding 
rejects it as a fact. It is an imposing conception, but it lacks basis 
in truth, and evidence from experience. Unbelief can never be corrected, 
and truth secured, by what is admitted to be a theory and not a fact, 
by what is admitted to be untrue, and wha^ places the human under- 
BtandiDg and the human conscience into opposition. Such discord is 
not of God. And though we do not weight the theory with the burden 
of Papal Infallibility, but modify it to the circumstances of the Angli- 
can Church, its inherent weakness is twofold. There is no evidence 
beyond her own assertion that the Church has ever been constituted, in 
this sense, the Vicegerent of God, and there is abundant evidence tliat 
the claim has stimulated unbelief, but has never checked it. 

The claim has reached its highest pitch in the Church of Eome ; yet 
what has been the result, when we look beneath the iron uniformity of 
her external system ? Briefly and generally, it has been superstition 
in women and unbelief in men. The assertion is no mere Protestant 
commonplace. The Eev. G. S. Foulkes says of the Eoman Catholic 
Church, that the more educated the men were, the less they frequented, 
the less they looted it. A Catholic, in the Tahlet of July 1860, says, " that 
the men he met with in France were perfectly irreligious, not in life 
only, but in principle ;" and he records a Roman Catholic opinion of the 
lioman Catholic clergy to be, that " their mode of life was careless and 
lukewarm, and, in many cases, luxurious, if not much' worse." If "we 
take the doctrine of Church authority, as modified in the Anglican 
Church, the evidence is still the same. Where has the authority of the 
Church over private belief been most magnified and most ably taught 
in this country \ The answer is. At Oxford. At what centre of thought 
lias the reaction been greatest as well as immediate and men have 
learned to act loosest to the authority of Catholic dogma? The answer 
is agaih. At Oxford. 

Not only has the doctrine of authority proved itself powerless to check 
unbelief, but it has promoted it ; for, by tightening the cord too much in 
one direction, it has given greater force to the rebound in another. Nay, 
by an irresistible controversial necessity, its direct teaching has been 
drawn into the same chabnel. Church authority has been commended 
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to acceptance, as the only practical alternative to the blank horror of a 
total unbelief. But an absolute authority is evidently needless, if faith 
can rest on evidence; and if God, as 1 believe, has so intertwined the 
credentials of Christianity alike with the fundamental instincts of the 
human soul and the whole course of human history and literature, that 
they cannot consistently be rejected without making all belief of 
every kind impossible. The advocates of authority have, therefore, 
found themselves compelled to disparage evidence. Not only has the 
weight of their influence failed to check unbelief, but the weight of 
their argumept has all gone to strengthen and encourage it. 

Church authority is not, therefore, the missing principle that we need 
to supply as the corrective to the natural tendencies of physical and 
critical study. What, then, is it ? I believe it to be a knowledge of 
the laws of evidence, and of the processes of the human mind involved 
in all certitude. I do not' mean a knowledge of Christian evidenees, 
but something much wider and far less disputable, for no thinker of any 
school will deny the need of accuracy in the mental processes by which 
truth is discovered. I mean an intelligent acquaintance with the 
rationale of all proof. It is not so much that we want a philosophy of 
evidence, for the materials of it already exist in our literature ; but 
it is, that no general acquaintance with it e^sts, even to an elementary 
degree. Do you think that one educated person out of a hundred 
could give an intelligent account of his reasons for accepting the 
credibility of any ancient book, or of the difficulties to be met in offering 
demonstrable proof of the most ordinary historical fact 1 If men have 
no conscious reasons for belief, analogous to the test-tubes which the 
chemist and the physician have constantly in their hands, is it any wondo: 
that they go wrong alike in the acceptance of what is not true, and the 
rejection of what is true ? For the two ever go together, and the swing 
of the pendulum explains the gross credulities of all unbelief. 

I ask special attention to this, that evidence has to do with facts, 
and furnishes the broad line that distinguishes facts from opinions and 
speculations. A knowledge of facts lies at the basis of all our know« 
ledge. The inductive" method is the very cradle of all physical science, 
and, indeed, of all other true sciences', whatever may be the material with 
which it deals. Without it we are all up in the air, and living among 
the earth-born fogs and mists of cloud land. This acquaintance with 
experimental facts must be not only accurate, but also comprehensive. 
It must include the entire circle of facts bearing upon the subject under 
examination. Now the strength of Christianity lies, as all other know- 
ledge must lie, in facts. We should never be driven off from them, or 
seduced from this firm ground into the marsh-land of theory and specula- 
tion. Nothing excites my admiration more than the vast multitude of 
facts being accumulated in our own day in confirmation of the Christian 
revelation, especially from archaeology. The assertion made by men 
of eminence, that no one fact of the divine book has ever been disproved, 
has never been met, nor, so far as I know, even seriously noticed. If 
the basis of our faith, as of all our other knowledge, be laid in facts, 
and our only instrument for ascertaining facts be evidence, an ignorance 
of the laws of evidence must affect the whole groundwork of faith. 
The defect weakens and disintegrates the foundations of belief, till the 
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fabric of our religion falls into the condition, in which §ome of our 
cathedrals have been found, with the slender ashlar walls filled with a 
loose and disjointed rubble, instead of being compacted with the firmly- 
cemented stones, whose solid strength could bear up the Btately tower 
or tapeiring spire, unshaken amid the storms of ages and the wreck of 
time. 

The inaptitude to deal with facts, the inability to value them for their 
own sake, the incapacity to distinguish and to interpret them, is the most 
ominous sign of the intellectual condition of our day. In the existing 
state of men's minds, and the passionate eagerness which pervades them, 
proof and disproof aj^ear to count for nothing ; and as the paradox is 
true that nothing more frequently occurs than what is declared to be 
impossible, so nothing is asserted with mtore confidence, and believed 
with greater tenacity, than what has been proved over and over again 
to be utterly untrue. The most extreme instances are furnished by 
the controversy witn Home, though I believe our own internal contro- 
versies illustrate the same thing. 1 presume that there is not a scholar 
in Europe, whatever may be his religious opinions, who does not con- 
sider the Isidorian decretals to be an absolute forgery, and one of the 
most monstrous ever perpetrated. But on those decretals was built the 
temporal power of the Papacy. The superstructure long survived its 
foundations ; and the belief in them survives still, as appears from words 
dropped by Dr. Manning a few days ago. How often has the provi- 
dential character of the temporal power been asserted and re-asserted, 
both from the lips of the Pope and in the addresses of educated English 
laity, and the destruction of it denounced as a crime against God. This 
has been said again and again, with apparently as firm a conviction of 
its truth as if those documents were authentic, instead of being one of 
the grossest frauds ever recorded in the pages of history. Or take the 
asserted Episcopate of St. Peter over the Church at Rome. I believe 
St. Peter was at Home, and was martyred there, for there is definite 
evidence for both these facts. But his twenty-five years' episcopate is 
disproved by so great an accumulation of evidence, as to be relegated to 
the limbo of idle myths. Yet is it not a strange thing, view it from 
what point you will, that this proved untruth should be accepted as the , 
foundation historical fact of the whole Romish system, as complacently 
as if no shadow of doubt had ever been thrown over its accuracy. 

If I turn to the controversy with unbelief, this same strange inapti- 
tude to deal with facts meets us st^l* From this arises the demand for 
demonstrable proof in moral subjects,' and the indisposition to admit any 
facts but those which are physical and material; as if the world of mind 
and soul were not as real as the world of matter, and the wants of the 
capacious human spirit as certain, and its universal instincts as reliable,' 
as the wants of the body and the erring evidences of the senses. From 
the same cause arises the tendency to depreciate what are commonly 
known as the Christian evidences — that great and various mass of facts 
which are as certain and as cogent now as they were two hundred years 
ago, and which have no more undergone any change than the courses 
of sun and moon and stars have altered since the days of our fore- 
fathers. Hence the insufficient support given by the body of the clergy 
to such an organisation as the Christian Evidence Society. I do not 
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Bay a word against every age following its own tendency of thought in 
this, as in other matters; but it doeis not follow, because my own 
mind is most affected by evidences that are internal, that I am therefore 
to deny or to treat with contempt evidences that are external. No con- 
clusion in the conflict between faith and unbelief can possibly be true, 
which is not founded on the whole circle of facts bearing on the ques- 
tion ; and c^)nsciously to put entire branches of them on one side, is 
consciously to vitiate the process of inquiry. The great world is co- 
related throughout all its parts ; and as all forces meet ic one central 
Deity, so all its evidences meet in the Christianity in which He is 
revealed. Not physical science alone, nor historical inquiry alone, nor 
philosophic thought alone, nor criticism alone, can adequately find out 
God. These are but so many entrances to the central shrine, so many 
pathways to the one Throne, so ma^y various avenues to the same 
Presence. No single human mind can tread them all ; but the aggre- 
gate intellect of human kind — the aggregate thought — pursues them 
one by one. The various observers start from widely different points. 
It is when they meet at the same centre, and break involuntarily into 
the same hymn of praise, that the full revelation of God bursts upon the 
view — perfect wisdom, power, and love, in one indivisible Deity. " Holy, 
holy, holy. Lord God Almighty ! " 

AH the instances I have mentioned point to the same conclusion. 
The great prevalent defect in the mental habitude of the age has regard 
to evidence — that is, has regard to facts. There is an incapacity to 
grasp and hold them ; not from any want of the appropriate faculties, 
but from the absence of their cultivation. If God teaches us by facts, 
as He does confessedly in the world of matter, and as all reason leads 
us to believe that He does in the world of mind and spirit also — our 
disqualification to deal with facts is like the disqualification of a blind 
man to witness to the identity of a person he cannot see. What 
wonder that in this darkness of the mental eye, the moral poison of an 
inborn prejudice should work its natural result in an overt unbelief, or 
that this unbelief should distort into a permanent obliquity the deftct 
of the spiritual organ in which it has its rise. 

This great evil urgently demands a remedy. It cannot be found in . 
the issue of one or two isolated books on the rationale of evidence, how- 
ever admirable they might be. It can only be found in ingraining an 
acquaintance with evidence, and with the primary laws of all thought, 
into the very structure of our education-r-j^ot, as I conceive, of our 
higher classes alone, but of the upper standards in our primary schools. 
For this purpose, manuals of the most elementary kind — yet more ele- 
mentary than the manual of Archbishop Whately on the Christian 
Evidences — would be needed. I ftel assured that the provision of such 
books would, be perfectly practicable to one who had the necessary 
leisure, and who enjoyed, at the same time, the opportunity of testing 
his work at every stage, by actual experiment, under an intelligent 
master, and among children of the ordinary capacity. I commend to 
others the accomplishment of a task, which the claims of a busy life 
and constant ministerial avocation have rendered impossible to myself. 
Let me not be thought a dreamer. A work of precisely the same kind 
is already being done in our primary schools. What is more familiar 

H 
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than the object-lesson ? Yet what is the object-lesson, but a means of 
training the senses to observe? What I wish to see is an analogous 
course of lessons which shall teach the mind to think, and in which the 
familiar experiences of daily life shall furnish the material of the lesson, 
just in the same way that the object, real or pictorial, furnishes it to the 
eyes of our children. That the task of training the intellect is more 
difficult than of training the senses, I admit ; but that is no reason why 
it should be deemed impossible. I am not fanciful enough to imagine 
that any possible process will eliminate unbelief from among us, while 
its pregnant spring in the human heart remains unhealed — ^too deep and 
inward for any touch save of the hand of God Himself. But we might 
diminish what we cannot remove. We may avoid provoking occasions 
for it. We may arm the mind against it. An influence small and per- 
vasive will be far more likely to succeed, than one which is great and 
occasional. Indeed, it is an influence constant and accumulative that 
alone can possibly succeed. Let the intellect be kept in health, as well 
as the heart and conscience ; the faculties of the mind be trained, as 
well as the limbs of the body. A robust vigour and manly habit of 
thought may do something to resist the poison which will otherwise 
lower the spiritual system, canker the happiness, and finally destroy 
the life. 



ADDRESSES. 

The Venerable Archdeacon Reichel. 

Of tbeae two branches of one subject I confine myself to the first, which will afford more 
than enongb to fill up the time allotted me : and in doing this, I shall only deal with 
those causes wMch are speculative and tbeoretical : leaving practical causes of unbelief to 
be handled by those wbo have a better acquaintance with the state of England than I, 
long an exile from my native^land, can have. 

And before proceeding, I would beg the Christian indulgence of tbe Congress if some 
things I shall say do not express the convictions of all present. In speaking of the caoses 
of unbelief, ** lucedo per ignes suppositos cineri doloso." And though the system to whicli 
I must allude is not so popular in the religious world as it used to be, " stUl through its 
ashes gleam their wonted fires." I claim the right of expressing my own profound convic- 
tions : but I do not claim infallibility for those convictions ; and, therefore, I only expect 
the toleration I am ready to extend. 

The theoretical or speculative causes of modem unbelief are multiform, yet they may, I 
conceive, be reduced under a few heads. 

The first I shall notice is, misconception of the nature of tbe authority of Scripture, 

The certain scientific discoveries of modem times began with the Copemican theory of 
astronomy. That theory, by reducing this earth from the stationary centre of the univene 
into a moveable satellite of one of the lesser stars, seemed at once to collide with Scripture. 
For Scripture not merely speaks of the sun, moon, and stars, as if they were created for the 
sole purpose of serving our earth and its inhabitants, but also as' if that earth were motion- 
less, and the sun revolved around it. I cannot here discuss the question how far the for- 
mer conception may be justified, though analogy indicates that what is most valuable is 
most scarce (as, €.g.y human life is infinitely scarcer than insect life) : and a great autho- 
rity* pleaded for the sole habitableness of this globe in our own system, on grounds which 
the recent discoveries of the spectroscope would reinforce. But two simple principles would 

* The late Dr. WhewelL 
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■at once have secured mankind from the ill effects of this fiinpposed opposition between 
■Scripture and Science. The first is, that Scripture was not written to teach us anything 
which we can find out without it. In other words, that Scripture is not awperjluova. The 
other is, that Scripture uses the common phraseology of the times and the countries in 
which its respective parts were written. In other words, that Scripture was meant to be 
intelligible. Now, if these principles are true, it is evident not only that we are not to 
look to Scripture ior information on astronomy^ geology, chemistry, or any other science of 
modem growth : but also that we cannot expect its language on such subjects to be scien- 
tifically accurate, because, in that case, it would have been unintelligible to those to whom 
it was first addressed, and, indeed, for thousands of years afterwards. And itsprofitable- 
. ness for doctrine, for correction, for reproof, for instruction in righteousness (the only pro- 
fitableness ascribed to it by Paul), woold have been lost to all generations of men before 
Copernicus, in consequence of the unprofitableness of a teaching on astronomy or geology, 
which, though correct in itself, would have been incorrect to them. 

But history shows thatjieither theologians nor philosophers have evei^yet fully grasped 
this simple truth. In fact, modern unbelief occupies exactly the same ground as did the 
Roman Inquisition three centuries ago. Both assume that Scripture and Science ought to 
agree exactly: and, as the Inqaisition persecuted Galileo, because, in opposition to the 
phraseology of Scripture, he maintained that the earth goes round the sun, so modern 
Science persecutes Scripture, because Scripture seems to say that the sun goes round the 
earth. This is, of course, only one instance out of a large class. 

Here, then, we have one cause of modem unbelief. It is the non- perception on both 
sides, believers and unbelievers, of the sole object for which, according to St. Paul, Scrip- 
ture was given : coupled, on the part of scientific men, with the perception that many 
defenders of Scripture authority do violence to the plain meaning of Scripture, in order to 
make it ipeak a language of scientific accuracy it was never meant to speak, and its 
speaking which would have made it useless for thousa&ds of years, and might probably 
have endangered its preservation. 

The attitude of the common religious mind towards Scripture has, indeed, more espe- 
cially since the Eeformation, confotmded inspi/ration on certain subjects, such as those 
mentioned by St. Paul, with infalliMLity on every subject, such as Scripture nowhere 
claims. The consequence of this has naturally been unbelief : because, if on any subject 
it could be shown that Scripture was not infallible, then the whole of its authority, being 
bonnd up with its supposed infallibility, collapsed. Accordingly, this is a very popular 
method with assailants of Christianity, especially when they address the lower classes. I 
have seen placards and tracts meant for working men, the whole gist of which depended 
on this confusion of thought. 

But besides scientific, there are moral difficulties in Scripture which require a recon- 
sideration of .the nature of its authority. 

The moral difficulties of the Old Testament, especially, have been fertile sources of un- 
belief They are often felt by men who do not like to urge them, and they are con- 
stantly urged by those who, perhaps, do not really feel them. - The .answer to one of them 
given by Christ applies in principle to all. Moses, on account of the hardness of heart of 
those with whom he had to deal, permitted a certain practice which Christ condemns. 
Accordingly a number of precepts of the law are reversed by Christ in compliance with the 
law's higher spirit. What does this mean? It means that the inspiration of the ancient 
lav was relative to the wants and capacities of those to whom it was given. And this 
relativity must, of course, also extend to the organs through whom it was given. Probably 
there has been but one mind, since the beginning of the world, through which the light of 
heaven was transmitted perfectly colourless and ondistorted. 

The nature of the authority of Scripture, then, must be conditioned by the allowance 
necessarily made for the human element in the compound factor of which Scripture is the 
product ^ 

I am aware that this view will not satisfy two classes. It will not satisfy those who wish 
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to shake off the authority of Scripture, and who find an exaggerated representation of l^e 
nature of its authority a convenient weapon of attack. It will not satisfy those who require 
an infallible guide, each sentence of which x>ossesses the objective validity of a proposition 
in Euclid. But qnibblers, like the first sort, are never to be satisfied ; it is of no use to 
argue with them. Only those who aim at truth are worthy to find truth. And the prin- 
ciples of the latter set are only one of the many legacies bequeathed to us by a Church 
whose power still sways both parties in our own communion to an extent of which they 
are little conscious. 

The second cause of unbelief I shall notice is, a certain system of theosophy. No attempt 
to conceive and present the ultimate relations between GK)d and man has ever really sprung 
ft^m the study of Scripture, so far as I can see. It has sprung from anterior speculation, 
and instead of being deduced from Scripture, has been read into it. 

The human mind would fisdn attain perfection. Something in itself complete ; something 
which may satisfy the logical faculty, is required. One of the most illustrious instances of 
this, and certainly the most influential, is that great Father of the Church, to whom Latin 
Christianity and its branches owe their peculiar phase of spirituality and almost all their 
energy, I mean Saint Augustine. 

According to his Confessions, this extraordinary man ran a round of early dissipation, 
which, though not very deadly in the eyes of a more indulgent age, was to his subsequent 
convictions an evidence of deepest guilt. He had not, however, frittered away his 
intellectual powers in the precocious embraces of sensaal passion ; the one portion of his 
nature did not destroy, but only coloured and overgloomed the other. The problem of evil 
soon presented itself to him, as it does to every reflecting mind, with deepening force ; the 
merely intellectual soon passed into the moral speculation. He could not reconcile Onmi- 
potent Benevolence with the existence of pain and sin. So at first he became a dualist, a 
Manichee. He gave up omnipotence. The Gtood Being was, indeed, completely good ; 
but he was limited from without. Another Being, of equal power, thwarted and counter- 
acted him. Both were equally eternal. But the assertion of two equal po-etemal principles 
did not satisfy the logical necessities of Augustine's mind. The necessary unity of that which 
exists by inherent necessity soon forced itself upon him. The anterior eternity of one of 
the two principles was, therefore, given up. Satan, as he had now learned to call the eril 
principle, did not always exist. Inthe future, however, the evil Being, and, consequently, 
his adherents, enjoy the same immortality as God. His and their malevolence never 
terminates. Thus the good never absolutely conquers the evil. But his and their rnalejicence 
is bounded by their eternal prison-house. The victory is almost, but not quite, complete; 
which, considering that the Evil Principle is the creation of the Almighty might seem 
strange, did it not lead up to the assertion that the Almighty has created him and them 
for the very purpose of everlasting, but impotent, rebellion. 

This attempt to explain the inexplicable has ever since dominateid Western Christendom. 
Over the East it has had no influence. Its results have been twofold. As with some it 
leads to a deep submissiveness to that Power in whose predetermining unconditioned will 
they feel themselves secure of bliss, so in others of a more sturdy and self-asserting temper, 
it has led either to the degradation of religion into pantheism, as in Spinoza, or to its com- 
plete rejection, as in the case of Godwin and the two Mills. [With religion, morality, at 
least on any sure basis, has gone likewise.] Nor can any one who glances at modem infidel 
publications fail to r.ecognise the enormous influence which this theosophy has exerted and 
is still exerting against religion. 

I wish to say that I am not dogmatising, but simply stating facts. 

A third cause of modern unbelief in England is the great development of physical 
science. Now science postulates the nnchangeableness, in'themsdves, of the laws oi nature. 
Hence it is argued that natural laws being unchangeable, mirades are impossible. Bat 
Christianity is based on miracles —its chief fact, the resurrection of Christ, being a 
miracle. It must therefore, as a religion, be untrue, though some unbelievers accept, with 
due allowance, its morality. 
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Now this argument depends for its fcane on the omission of two words. I said science 
postulates the unchangeabless, in themselveSf of the laws of nature. But how can it pos- 
tulate their unchangeableness from without, if there be a Power outside them 1 If there 
be a Ood, how can science postulate that He shall not occasionally change either the laws 
themselres or their application, or even the ultimate matter of whose relations these laws 
are simply the expressions 1 Unless nature be the sole expression of the Divine will, to 
assert which is to beg the question, the uniformity of nature cannot imply the uniformity 
of the expression of the Divine will ; not to mention that it is impossible for science, 
unless, indeed, it rise to omniscience, to ascertain that in any given miracle the laws of 
nature have been changed. It may only be that some unknown law has intervened . to 
counteract the result which known laws would, if left to themselves, have brought about. 

However, this«iifficulty, though when examined it vanishes (except to atheists), crops 
up continually, especially in our light literature — not as a difficulty, but as a triumphant 
certainty. Two instances of its operation let me briefly notice. 

{a.) The first is in the- domain of physics ; it is the development or evolution theory. 
This theory owes, not indeed its origin, but its popularity, to the wish to get rid of or push 
out of sight the fundamental miracle of creation. Hence Mr. Darwin's first created living 
germ does not satisfy reasoners like Professor Tyndall ; and while he acknowledges that lift- 
less matter has never been found capable of evolving life, he yet with curious inconsistency 
sees in such matter the promise and potency of every kind of life. In other words, he 
contradicts experiment for the sake of theory. 

But against the evolution hypothesis, even in its more modest original form, there are 
serious objections. Two only I shall notice. The first is based on geological research ; 
the second on physical astronomy. 

The fossil record, which I believe now amounts to many hundred thousands of examined 
and catalogued specimens, contains, I have been told, no trace of any of the innumerable 
supposed transition stages from one species to another. Now let any one calculate the arith- 
metical improbability that in hundreds of thousands of specimens of species none should be 
found of the infinitely more numerous transition forms, supposing such transition forms to 
have existed. Whatever be the figure expressing this improbability, and it must be some- 
thing enormous, it likewise expresses the improbability of the development theory. 

The second objection to this hypothesis arises from recent mathematical calculations as 
to the antiquity of this globe. Three such calculations have been lately made on quite 
independent data by some of the most eminent mathematicians ; and their concurrent 
result assigns to our globe a past duration at the very most of from fifteen to twenty millions 
of years. But to the development hypothesis twenty millions of years is a mere trifle ; 
hundreds of thousands ol millions of years are wanted for the almost infinite progress from 
protoplasm to man. Now when speculations like these come into collision with the 
certainties of physical astronomy, I need hardly tell you it is so much the worse for them. 
Any amount of the most ingenious speculation is at once shattered by a mathematical 
equation constructed on proper data. The science which predicts eclipses for millenniums 
beforehand, which can detect a lengthening of the day from tidal-friction amounting only 
to a few seconds during the last two thousand years, looks down with serene contempt on 
the wild guesses in which biologists and geologists now revel. Still as. of old, but in quite 
a new and unexpected way, do *< the heavens declare the glory of the Lord, and the 
firmament showeth His handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
showedt knowledge. There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard ; their 
line is gone out into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world/' 

(6) The second instance of the difficulty arising from the miraculous element of Chris- 
tianity I shall notice, lies in the domain of criticism. The book called ** Supernatural 
Beligion " is a £ur specimen of it The argument of the book is briefly this : Miracles are 
impossible. This it assumes. The books, therefore, which contain accounts of miracles 
are historically worthless. This it tries to prove with regard to the four (Jospels. 

Now let me observe that this method of dealing with documents is very dangerous. The 
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Gospels have every appearance of aathentic history. They absolutely ooncur in presentng 
as with a character unique — ^impossible to invent and impossible to' sustain, especially by 
writers of such a class, at such a time, if it were not a copy from the life. This even J. S. 
Mill admits. They were early accepted all over the Christian world — i.e., all over the 
Roman empire — ^with an agreement of reverence which cannot be explained uoless there 
were some special motive for it, unless they had been for some time generally known; and 
this they could not have been, onless ihey had been extant for some time before that again. 
The religion of which they became the maio, but not the sole props j^ had indeed existed 
before them, but could not have come into existence had not much the same hc\A which 
they relate been extensively believed and never disproved. Of one — the greatest of all 
miracles, the resurrection of Christ — ^this holds especially. Now, taking the Gospels as 
true history, especially in regard to this one fact, the rise and growth 4)f Christianity is 
quite natural. Taking them as spurious history, Christianity becomes a phenomenon 
which no one has as yet succeeded in explaining. Further, the more accurate and search- 
ing the criticism to which they are subjected, the less e£fective does the attack on them 
become. 

Thus the argument of " Supernatural Religion " may be &tally retorted. To uphold the 
thesis that miracles ^re impossible, it is necessary, as in that book, to violate the conditioDS 
of evidence, to refuse the results of the soundest and most accurate criticism ; in one word, 
to treat the Gospels in a way which^ if applied to other historic documents, would literally 
make all history impossible. The results of this ** destructive criticLsm " have been pre- 
sented with little exaggeration in the concluding words of an almost forgotten poem i— 

** Lo, thy dread empire. Chaos, is restored ; 
Light dies before thy unereating word ! 
Thy hand, great Anarch, lets the curtain &11^ 
And universal darkness buries all ! " 

If I may be allowed to sum up in a few words the results of this survey, I think they 
are not discouraging. The chief speculative causes of unbelief, with one exception, are 
evidently the product of a transition state of thought, and wiU correct* themselves in tiaie. 
Especially is this true of misconceptions of the nature of Scripture authority, and of wild 
physical speculation. The only cause of unbelief which will probably be permanent,, 
having its roots deep in the nature of man, but enjoying seasons of greater and lesser 
influence, is the Augustinian theosophy. This will continue to enforce submission, on the 
one hand, and to provoke rebellion on the other, so long as the human mind, whidi is 
finite, shall fancy itself capable of fathoming the infinite. 



The Rev. G. Greenwood. 

The subject of unbelief in England is a very wide one, presenting itself in several different 
forms. I wish to confine myself to that view of the subject which has regard to what may 
be called scientific scepticism. I wish, first of all, to show that the rise of an opposition 
between science and religion is not an accidental thing. This is not a matter in which yoa 
can draw a sharp line, and say that religion shall keep itself to one side and science to the 
other. If ever there was a ease in which our Lord's words came true, '* It must needs be 
that offences come/' it is in this case. For consider what revelation consists of. It comes 
to us partly in the form of a history— the history of a people so situated as to be brought 
into contact with all the chief nations in the ancient world. As we study the scriptural 
record, we find Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece, and Rome coming successively 
on the scene. Here, then, is historical science. Ton cannot explain away the fact that 
there is a science of history in Scripture, and it must come in contact in some degree with 
historical science as treated by man. Ton cannot say that Scripture is merely intended to 
teach religious truth — merely intended for the correction of man's innate evil. As long as 
revelationiiomes in the form of history, you must allow that historical and arehaeological 
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■eience has a right to say something to the matter. There must oome forth &ct8 which 
nther confirm or appear to refute the facts stated in Holy Scripture. Let us go to another 
point. The first chapter in the Book of Genesis contains a record of a part, at any rate, of 
God's creation. It speaks of this world when it was simply a globe covered by water, 
without any life in it, and a globe upon which no light shone. Now, in tracing the history 
of the change which has altered this condition of things into the one in which we find our- 
sekes, Scripture is tracing the same ground that geology tries to traverse, and astronomi- 
cal science also is treading in some degree. And you cannot get over the apparent diffi- 
culties which appear to rise up, by saying that Scripture is to be understood as speaking 
popularly. Try this by any particular case. There is a statement in Scripture that this 
earth was at one time perfectly dark, and covered by deep water on every side. Now this 
is a simple fact ; and if geological science says that there are circumstances which show 
that such a state of things is impossible, then geology necessarily and naturally comes into 
conflict with the revelation of God, and the two must have something to say to one another. 

Now, believing as we do that all Scripture is given by inspiration of God — feeUng sure, 
also, that this world is the work of G^d — we feel perfectly certain that if we could see the 
uniTerse as God sees it, and read the book of revelation as He reads it, there could not be 
any contradiction between the two records. But it is here that the difficulty comes in — it 
is our imperfection that introduces a danger of opposition. For we must remember that 
the Church and the scientific world are each unrolling a scroll committed to them, in 
which the writing is often indistinct, and at the end of which they have not yet arrived. 
Therefore on the one side or the other there may be a misunderstanding of the record 
which the scroll contains. I know there are some who will say, ** Was not the faith once 
delivered to the saints ? Is not the Church the infallible interpreter of Holy Scripture % " 
I answer that granting all this it does not in the least alter the fact that there must be 
difficulties of this kind. The faith was once delivered to the saints ; the scroll to which 
I have likened God's revelation was delivered once for all to the Church ; but is it not 
clear that whereas some points were perfectly certain from the first, other points have 
been settled only by the Holy Spirit of God gradually guiding the Church into all truth % 
and while the process goes on, is it not certain that there must be mistakes on one side or 
the other] Therefore we must not be surprised if we are obliged to own — ^rather we 
should own it with readiness— that there have been mistakes made on the side of the religious 
world. The Church is not only the keeper but the interpreter of Holy Writ ; and the 
latter office is as permanent and as continuous as the former. No doubt, wherever Scrip- 
ture or the Church has spoken, men do at their own great risk and to their own great loss 
neglect to listen to what is told them. But mark this : very often the truth or bare fact is 
told, but not the manner of it. Science comes in here and traces out the manner of the 
&ct, what preceded, and what followed it ; and sometimes it may erroneously seem to the 
Christian that the doctrine he holds involves something as to the manner, which science 
demonstrates to be fsilse. 

Let me give two instances of this opposition, in one of which the error is, I think, on the 
tide of religious teaching and in the other on the side of scientific teaching. First, let us 
take the great doctrine of the resurrection of the body. We know that this implies, not 
merely that we shall have a body in another state of existence, but that we are to have in 
lome sort or other the body we now have. The resurrection is not the giving of a new 
body, but the revivifying of the body we had before death. Moreover, Scripture tells us 
that the rising will take place from that tomb in which the old body was laid. There 
seems to follow from this truth the fact of a resurrection of material. To all human 
appearance it is the materials of the body that are laid in the tomb ; therefore it may 
be said it must be the materials that rise again. But now science steps in. First, 
physiology shows us that these bodies are in 'a state of perpetual flux, that the very 
hardest parts of the body are continually flying off and disappearing, so that these bodies 
of ours have been changed several times already in every part ; millions of atoms have flown 
away. Therefore comes the question. How can you associate those particular materials 
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\rhieh are laid in the grave with the rising body? Why should they rise more than any 
other atoms that once formed part of the body ? Then the chemist takes np the ronning and 
sayS; ** I can trace these atoms. I can show that they enter into the composition of other 
bodies. I can show that the yery same atom laid in the grave in one body may be laid in 
the grave again as the constituent of a second body." Here is a difficulty of science which 
the religious world is bound to face. Shall we then give np our belief in the resurrection % 
No, we dare not do that. We may say then that we will persevere in our belief in the 
resurrection of material atoms. We may say, '* With God all things are possible.*' Ttfis 
is so — ^if He sees fit He can decide to which body any particular atom shall belong at the 
last. But is it not a feeling of reverence rather than want of faith which makes us shrink 
from this resurrection of atomsl Do we not feel that we ought to find some other solution 
of the difficulty ? Moreover, when we once understand how little these material atoms arQ 
our body, we do not feel the same concern with regard to the materials laid in the grave 
as when we supposed that upon them the identity of the body depended. Therefore, 
refusing on the one side to give np or explain away the Christian doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion, and on the other to deny the facts of science, we must maintain that there is some- 
thing that constitutes the identity of the body which is not material, not a thing yon can see 
with the eyes and handle with the hands, and that it is this which shall constitute the 
new body when Ch rist comes, and so carry on the bodily indentity. Whilst the materials are 
thrown off the^orm remains the same. The cut given yon when you were a child remains 
now ; every particle that has flown away is replaced by another particle retaining the form. 
Therefore it is the formative power which constitutes the identity of the body. Only 
understand that as this formative power preceded the body, since it formed it, so there 
is no reason to suppose that it ceases to exist when the bodily particles are dispersed by 
death. We can understand that at some point or other in the process of decay this 
formative power remains behind when all the material particles have fled away. There- 
fore I think we are bound to give up, what was for many ages the general belief in the 
Christian Church, the idea of the resurrection of material bodily particles. 

Now let us turn to an error on the scientific side of the question — arising out of the 
principle of the fixity of natural law. There is no doubt that as men continue their inves- 
tigations in God's universe they must be more and more convinced of the truth of that prin- 
ciple. I do not say they can prove it ; but I say that as one thing after another which 
would seem to be capricious is brought within the sphere of law, the impression becomes 
stronger and stronger every day that those things which we cannot explain are still under 
some law or rule which is permanent, fixed, unchangeable. But the scientific man pro- 
ceeds to argue from this — and mark, you, it is so natural that the argument should come, 
*' There is no room then for supernatural interference ; I do not deny that there may be a 
Supreme Being, or angels, or evil spirits ; but I do say that, since the laws of nature are 
immutable, it is quite impossible that these supernatural beings can interfere with the 
concerns of men." What shall we do ? Shall we turn round and deny the philosophical 
principle ? I think it is unnecessary that we should do that. It is perfectly true that we 
must maintain that He who made the laws can also break them ; but the question remains. 
Does He see fit to break them 1 And the answer, I think, must be, " He has given them a 
law which shall not be broken ; they stand fast for ever and ever." Can we not then 
believe in Divine Providence without breaking through this philosophical principle ? Is 
there nothing that interferes with the laws of the universe even as a scientific man observes 
them? Is there not something, unless we absolutely deny man's free will, and suppose 
that all his thoughts and actions are regulated by an iron necessity — is there not some- 
thing in roan which incessantly controls, modifies, and uses the laws of the universe, and 
works the will of man even in the midst of them ] And if this be so with regard to a lower 
intelligence, how can you on any scientific principle deny that the same thing may take 
place in a higher form with regard to higher intelligences ? But we can go further, and 
give the scientific man more than we are bound to give him. It may be that God does not 
see fit ordinarily to interfere with the operation of His own laws so much even as He per- 
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mits man to do. It may be that oo angel in hearen nor any eril being has, under ordinary 
eircnmstanoesy so much power oyer the physical world as man has. It is qaite sufficieDt 
for GK>d'i FroTidenoe that Gtod should touch the hearts of men and control their wills. 
When the widow prays for her sailor boy^ who at that moment is in the midst of perils at 
sea, and in imminent danger of shipwreck in a tempest, we need not ask. Will the Almighty 
atUl the raging hurricane at the voice of that feeble cry 1 Probably not ; it is enough that 
He toodies the captain's heart and influences his will, so that, by his changing the direc- 
tion of the ship, the danger is overcome, the vessel is saved, and so the widow's prayer is 
answered. 

The real canae of unbelief is, that we do not act up to such belief as we have. There is 
not one law of Gk)d for the scientific man and one for the religious. Both are alike answer- 
able. In the first place, all belief is a gift ; and, secondly, it is given in very different 
degrees^ and each of us is responsil^le for the use of that amount which is offered to him. 
The sdentific man — of course, with exceptions —too often does not act up to sach belief as 
he already possesses; neither does the religious man. Too often a theoretical doubt as to 
whether there be a GK>d is tamed into living practically as if it were certain that there 
was no €K>d. But this need not be. That may seem to be a grotesque prayer which we are 
told was once offered by a sceptic, " God, if there be a Grod, save my soul if I have 
a soul ; " but surely it was one of the noblest prayers that could be offered if he was sincere. 
He was acting according to the Hght he had ; and I make no doubt that, if he prayed that 
prayer honestly and perseveringly, he very soon learnt that there was a God, and that he 
had a soul. When one of the most distinguished of scientific men challenged the religious 
wcwld to an experiment with r^ard to prayer, the answer should ha?e been, * 6K> and 
make the experiment in your own chamber—do not insult God by demanding of Him pre- 
sumptuously, as a matter of strife and controversy, that revelation of His power which 
mast be sought for reverently, quietly, humbly, as a matter of personal need. With such 
belief or unbelief as you have, go to Him whose existence you do not altogether deny ; open 
out your heart before Him ; tell Him the whole truth about yourself. Spread out your 
unbelief before God, even if it be unbelief in His own existence, and you wiU find that 
there is a God who answers prayer, and can give belief to those who are ready to receive it. 



DISCUSSION. 
The Dean of Durham. 



So much has been said with such marked ability, that I think I may venture to say my 
oflEice, if in some respects more difficult, is a more obvious one. It is to endeavour, as 
well as I can, to enforcor-and possibly, in some respects, with slight difference from 
points that have been advanced — some opinions of my own. But let me a^nce endorse 
the sentiment which I think fell from my brother the Dean of ManchestCT, that this is 
not a question on which we need feel the slightest discouragement; but it is one which 
we may face at once fairly and boldly, with the confidence that if we do our duty, and 
the main point of the matter is in doing our duty in our souls and consciences, we shall - 
have nothing to fear, but everything to hope from the progress of scientific discovery. 
When I heard that wonderful passage from Barrow which was read by my brother, a 
passage which described the state of religion in the time of Charles 11. , a state of 
religion So bad that it degraded the morality of individuals,' and yet, knowing that some 
of our ablest divines existed at that time, I cannot think that we are in such a bad 
position as many suppose. When I remember Bishop Butler's observation, that it had 
come to be a fact that men thought it was a thing to be ashamed of to acknowledge 
themselves Christians, and when I recollect the statement of the great Pitt on his death- 
bed — " Would that I had ever known a religious man ! " I must say that Christianity 
has greatly advanced from those days to this, and I am not afraid to look on this bold- 
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ness of speculation on every side as a tribute to the force of Christianity, eyen when I 
assent to every word that fell from my friend on my right, when he said that what 
there is of evil unbelief arises from the half -heartedness of Christians. We have in our 
hands the key that would really unlock the mystery, and to us are given the ethereal 
weapons which would scatter all the hosts of unbelief. Let me also express my agree- 
ment with what fell from the second reader in our discussion to-day, that this great 
question is not to be dealt with on the ground simply of authority ; and it is well that 
we should distinctly recognise that fact. I am certain my friend, the Dean of Manches- 
ter, did not wish to convey that idea, and that he, as well as myself, would hold that 
when these questions are brought boldly before the human mind, it is not any authority 
given to any Church, but the prayerful struggle of the mind within itself, such a 
struggle as was that of the great Augustine, which' will bring the earnest and truth- 
desiring mind into the haven of certainty, as it did that great Father (a triumph not of 
faith alone but of reason), who,^after long struggles, prayers, and doubts, became the 
greatest doctor whom the Church of Christ has ever had since the days of the Apostles. 
Let me further say that whilst we meet and boldly struggle with them, we ought to have 
a generous sympathy with some of those minds which, from the unhappy circumstances 
of their education or other causes, have been led to end their lives in hopeless error. 

Many of you must remember the few last pages in the life of the younger Millr— it 
is, unhappily, to the two Mills that we owe much of the prevailing unbelief — ^you 
remember the hopeless sadness with which Mill expressed his want of power to grasp 
Christianity, whilst nevertheless he made the old confession that it was after all impos- 
sible to say that Christianity might not be true. That is some reason why we should do, 
as I am glad every speaker has urged us to do, deal with these' questions with calmness 
and honesty, not in an excited manner, not appealing to the ignorance of our hearers, 
but to the collective wisdom of England. Well, then, to go a few steps further, let me 
at once indicate where I think the weakness of physical science lies, and though it is not 
an all-conclusive argument, where the strength of our own case lies. I think the wesk- 
ness of the argument from physical science lies in this— that no man of science can 
possibly refute the doctrine of the unity of God. Grant once that great fact of the 
unity of God, and, as St. Augustine said on Christ's resurrection, ** Christ rose and the 
thing is settled,'' so I would say, grant that there is a God Who can interfere in the 
affairs of man, and Who loves man, and the whole Christian belief follows by almost 
logical certainty. There is one point to which I would briefly call your attention, which 
is perhaps a little more practical. A great deal of the infidelity among the masses is 
not connected with physical science at all, but we have a rising and more powerful 
school to struggle against^that is, the body of men who say it is impossible to prove 
the doctrines of Christianity. Such a book as " Supernatural Keligion," marked as it is 
with great intellectual, and not without strong moral qualities, is now producmg 
immense effects in the way of literary infidelity. This point has been touched upon 
already, and^e limits of time will not permit me to go at any length into it ; but I 
would say that at this moment I believe there is rising up in this country a school of 
thoughtful and educated theologians, many of whose works we have seen already, whose 
headquarters, by that law which gives to one of the Universities power at one time, and 
to another at another time, are now in the University of Cambridge — I mean such men 
as Professor Lightfoot, who are now hiving wisdom each studious hour. It is to them 
we must look for the future of English theology, and in safer hands it could not be placed. 
One word more — we have had, no doubt, in this generation to deplore great losses 
amongst our noblest thinking men, one, the noblest of all, whom many of us here would 
never lose any opportunity of looking back upon with tenderness and love, has gone from 
us, and I fear upon that which I cannot but believe to be an unsotmd principle, the 
principle of crushing down a powerful mind under the imperious dictates of authority. 
That may happen now and then— that as the Koman Church was able to crush us down, 
to we have lost Dr. Newman. Let us beware, on that very account, not to lean too 
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mnch on authority. Let each man decide for himself, in the secrecy of his own straggles 
and prayers, but certainly holding firm the principle that you must belong in a dutiful 
manner to the Church of which you are a member, and to which you ought to be 
obedient. Combine those two spirits, and then the Church of England will have nothing 
to fear from any struggle any of us may be called upon to encounter. 



Rev. Prebendary W. E. Clark. 

Ih discussing the causes of unbelief there are two principal dangers which lie in our way; 
there is the danger of considering this subject as a mere speculative one, and the danger of 
studying it after an Incomplete and one-sided investigation of facts. On the one hand, 
there is the d priori road which, like Alpine climbing, is always dangerous to a man wbe 
has not a strong head ; and on the other hand, there is the incomplete induction of facts as . 
Ulustrating this subject. Let me give one or two illustrations of this statement. If you 
will ask persons of one class of mind, or one class of opinion, what is the great cause of un- 
belief among us, tbey will say it arises from too great an exercise of free thought ; if you 
ask another dass of mind, they will say that unbelief is mainly a reaction from excess 
of authority. To use popular language, according to one scbool, unbelief is the outcome of 
Protestantism, and according to another school, it is a reaction from Popery. It would be 
easy for any one who believed in these opinions^ or thought it worth while to maintain 
either of them, to gather a quantity of facts that might seem to illustrate the one opinion 
or the other. It would be easy to go to Germany and say, " See what is the result of 
rebellion against authority." It would be perfectly easy to go to France and say, '*See 
what evil Ultramontanism has done in its reaction." One of the readers asked us where 
it was that authority had been asserted, and the answer most strongly was " Oxford.*' 
Then the next question was, " Where has rationalism found its home]" and the answer 
was, '*In Oxford." I might just as well ask. Where was it that the Reformation received 
its narrowest form in Germany 1 It was in Heidelberg. Then I ask, Where is it that the 
Tubingen School finds its home at this moment ? It is in Heidelberg. Statements of this 
kind are of very little value. I might return to the question of Oxford and say, it is' per- 
fectly true that the rationalistic movement appeared in Oxford after the Tractarian move- 
ment; but it is equally true that the Tractarian movement was an outcome from the 
Evangelical movement. Do not think for one moment that I am speaking disrespectfully 
of the Evangelical movement. No man who loves our Lord Jesus Christ can ever look 
back to that movement without feelings of deep affection and gratitude to those who were 
the leaders of it ; and not only so, the vital principle of the Evangelical movement was that 
which is the vital principle of all religious movements. Still I cannot help thinking with 
regard to what was said by Canon Garbett in his very able paper, and still more strongly 
by my friend the Dean of Durham, that it is necessary we should remember that if the 
principle of liberty of thought be valuable on one side, the principle of ailthority is not 
without its value on the other side. With regard to the principle of liberty no one wUl 
think of denying its value, for if we have not liberty nothing is of any value. Is there any- 
thing in the teaching of our Lord or His apostles that would imply that any faith or love was 
acceptable to Him except that which was freely rendered out of a personal conviction and 
willingness? It would be absurd, then, in speaking to reasonable men to defend liberty ; 
and I am satisfied that every effort to repress it must result in^ unbelief : perhaps first in 
an insincere profession of belief, which is the surest seed-plant for an abundant harvest of 
unbelief afterwards. On the other hand, I eannot forget that whilst the principle of 
liberty must be regarded as the mainspring of faith, authority is the regulator of £Eiith. 
The Bible oomes to us with the authority of God, and I do not think if we oome really te 
understand each other there is really any great difference of opinion with regard to this 
other point, that there is such a thing as the authority of the Church. That principle 
may be pushed too fai. We d^y the infallibility of the Pope. We may be unable to see 
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eye to eye with many of those who reject the infallibility of the Pope, bat still there is 
such a thing as authority. When I say that the principle of authority is important as a 
regulator, I mean to say that there are two ways in which a man may come to conclusions 
with regard to the Christian faith. He may sit down and study the Bible by himself and 
try to find out what it means; that would be an entire ignoring of Church authority. 
Or he may say, the faith once delivered to the saints could not have been shut up in the 
Bible alone, it must bave existed in the Christian community throughout all ages. It could 
not have bee^ seriously changed in the days that immediately followed the apostles ; there- 
fore 1 shall d9 well to consider the stream as it runs from its pure fountains, and see 
wb ether its character will bear to be tested by this original revelation. By Church autho- 
rity we mean that the universal Church or any particular national Church shall have brooded 
collectively over the Bible and these historical testimonies, and gathered what has been the 
fjEiith in all ages ; and having so gathered, it takes and delivers it to the Christian com- 
munities with authority. I am most thankful that such an authority exists. Such an 
authority, instead of shutting me out from the Bible, helps me to understand it and 
increases my reverence for it. 



Mr. J. Shelly. 

It must be remembered, for our guidance and encouragement, that it is only natural to 
expect in the midst of a great religious revival that there should be active opposition on 
the part of infidelity. But besides that unbelief which is educated, scientific, and active, 
there is a great body of unbelief neither very intelligent nor aggressive, but which has sudi 
proportions, and which, I fear, is increasing to such an extent, as to excite anxiety if not 
alarm. This kind of infidelity is practical before it is theoretical. Some of you will 
vemember that the late Dr. Arnold, in one of his letters quoted in a late number of the 
*■* Church Quarterly Review," writes: "I believe than any man can make himself an 
atheist speedily by breaking off his own personal communion with God in Christ." I do 
not dare to say that this is done deliberately, or of set purpose, but I am sure it is very 
frequently done gradually and insensibly ; and I am quite sure that this gradual weaken- 
ing of belief is very much fostered and increased by what I must call the externality of 
eur modem life. I do not mean that the interior life is not talked about and written 
about. This is indeed part of the externality of which I am speaking, but I mean that it 
ia not loved ; and thus men having become practical infidels, seek eagerly and snatch 
with avidity any theoretical proposition which will enable them to justify themselves to 
themselves. A. great deal of our modem re ligious literature tends to foster this exter- 
nality. For example, many of the clergy are familiar with the Life of Christ written by 
Ludolph of Saxony. It is an uncritical book perhaps, but it bears the evidence of much 
quiet, meditative study. Compare that with the most recent Life of our Lord, very much 
talked of and very much read. How external it all is ! With all its ability, with all 
its brilliancy, is it^ unfairly described as Smith's Dictionary done into fine English % I 
believe that what we have to do with, as believers, is not to dwell on this external ground, 
but rather to seek to recall them to the interior life which they have forsaken and for- 
gotten. I believe we should do best by working in the manner of Ludolph of Saxony, 
and not in the manner of Dr. Farrar, brilliant as it undoubtedly is. For this purpose I 
cannot help desiring to recommend the regular use of retreats, of periods of retirement, 
call them what you will, for the laity as well as the clergy. There fkt any rate Christian 
thought may be awakened — there Christian courage may be stimulated— there a wise 
Christian scepticism may be leamt, which will induce men not to accept with a mistaken 
credulity every theory in opposition to the faith, ^which is not so much suggested as 
assumed by popular newspapers and magazines. But there is another class of infidelity, 
coarser and more vulgar, which I am afraid is to a very great extent increasing among us 
—viz., the infidelity of the public-house, the music hall, and the lecture room. This also 
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iiaving been practical, first seeks to jastify itself by the stock arguments caught up from 
infidel lecturers. How are you to meet this ? You will not, I am persuaded, convince 
Buoh persons by mere intellectual and literary argument. You will not conyince them by 
the evidence of the Bible. That evidence, after all, is literary evidence ; and you have to 
deal with illiterate persons. But exhibit the power of the Church — exhibit it as a great 
historical &ot, as a great, active, present reality ; exhibit the power of the Church— not 
separate from the power of Christ and the X)Ower of Gtod. Is not the Church the body of 
Christ 1 Is not its authority the authority of GK)d? It is the link between the visible 
and the invisible ; and these men's lives, which are wholly absorbed in the visible, may be 
raised up by it to the things which are unseen. It is the one family in heaven and on 
earth. Its is the ministry of angels ; its are the prayers of the saints ; its is the grace of 
the sacraments ; and its, by means of these, is the victory over unbelief. 



The Venerable Archdeacon Denison. 

If I had time I should have liked very much to have broken a lance with my dear friend 
the Dean of Durham. I think that in what he said about authority he forgot a very old 
rule of Oxford logic which I studied some few years before he did— that an argument may 
prove too much ; and, if his argument is sound, it goes against the Creeds. But I have 
BO time to go into this.- I am going to say something which, perhaps, will find very little 
acceptance with a great many here. I have been thirty years at work on something about 
which I am aliout to speak, and I may ask the indulgence of this meeting to bear with an 
old soldier, who once had a large regiment, but is now deserted by every man, woman, 
and child. There are two great blots of our time : one is this— there is something in the 
English mind which is operating very unhappily. Much more is thought and made of the 
di£ferences between those who believe alike in the Incarnation and Atonement, but do not 
beCeve alike as to the manner of applying these to the individual soul, than of the differ- 
oioes between those who believe in the Incarnation and the Atonement, and those who do 
not. In other words. High and Low Churchmen are greater adversaries than Churchmen 
and unbelievers. It is a monstrous thing that it should be so, and shows that the English 
mind is very loose about unbelief. We talk very glibly in England about Gterman unbelief. 
I wonder where it was that religious unbelief of the last three hundred years originated. 
Why, it was in this country. Hobbes and Herbert were the two great inventors of modem 
Deism and Atheism. It went through France and Qermany ; then it was filtered back 
through a very filthy sieve, and now we call it Germanism ! I wish people would not be 
80 insular and complacent, but would have a little more knowledge of facts, and some 
greater honesty in admitting the force of facts. I say then, that the actual indifference of 
the English people is a &ct. They rather pride themselves upon it than otherwise — and 
I say this is both a chief cause and effect of unbeliel 

Now I am going to the other thing, and I daresay you will think I am very silly, but I 
cannot help it. I say that the present state of the schools of England as settled by law is 
one of the greatest possible causes of unbelief. With regard to the School Board Schools, 
I am not going to say much ; but I would say that I believe School Boards to be places 
where the gurgoyles are all turned inside ; with that I dismiss them, and I hope they will 
like it. With regard to what are called Denominational Schools, I tell you — I know it 
wiU go against the feelings of many of my brethren — if I had said this ten years ago 
even, I should have had an army at my back, but now I have not. I am where I was 
thirty years ago* in this matter. AU my army has run away, and, as is usual in such a 
case, they divert attention from their own desertion by calling me an "extreme" and 
dangerous man. I lay with regard to the voluntary denominational schools, that they are 
At bad as the School Boards, because they have now admitted that principle against which 
I have been contending for thirty years — that religious instruction is as good a thing as 
religioua education. Some say that it is one and the same thing ; and^ for religious instruc- 
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tioD, this is putting it on the footing of any other lesson, whether gymnastics, music, arith- 
metic, grammar, or any of those things which are crammed down children's throats till 
they are sick. You have put it on the same lerel with them, and restricted it to one hour. 
The priest's office in the school, once the Parish School, hut so no longer, is limited to one 
hour out of twenty-four. The children are very sharp, and you hare taught them with 
one side of your mouth that religion is the first thing to attend to, and with the other side 
of your mouth you tell them it is only one of many, and that not the most esteemed. They 
are very quick to see that their instructors may make a good deal of money out of other 
things, but not out of religion ; and then you tell me you are bringing up the children of 
this country in the faith. I say it is not true. Tou are bringing up the children of ihlB 
country to be intellectual heretics. These are the two great, causes of the growth of un- 
belief on which I wished to touch. I do not believe that, since the days of the Apostles, 
there has been anything so like the schools in England at the present time as the schools 
in the Roman Empire under the first father of the ** Conscience Clause," Julian the Apos- 
tate. I say nothing of the '* Time-Table Conscience Clause." That excess of Qvil has been 
reserved for Century Nineteen here in England. 



Mr. George Skey of Tamworth. 

I AM very much obliged to the Venerable Archdeacon who 'preceded me for what he has 
said, because I should have been almost afraid to have interrupted that steady stream of 
intelleotual thought and scientific research which has engaged our attention this morning. 
Being an unlearned layman myself, I want to bring you down to a very much lower level 
than that to which you have been raised by the preceding speakers, and to state one of the 
most fertile causes of unbelief, as I think, in the present day. I do not mean causes of 
unbelief to the young of the literary class or to the students of science—two classes to which 
the learned Dean who opened the subject specially referred ; but I allude to a cause of 
unbelief particularly afifecting the unthinking, the indifferent, the unlearned amongst the 
great masses of our country. Now I shall state what that cause is ; and I pray you to be 
patient with me. I fear I shall offend many, and yet I would not offend any : that cause 
is the contradictory teaching within the pale of our own Church. Now, my lord, it 
happens that only last week in my own village an infidel of our neighbourhood himself 
distributed a packet of pernicious trash, and amongst this packet was one paper referring 
to this very subject, expressing sentiments such as these : *' The Church says it is the 
depositary of the truth. Depositary of the truth 1 How is it, then, that even the learned 
bishops on their episcopal bench do not agree about this truth '^ How is it that our teachers 
and our clergy generally do not agree about this truth 1 Is it a matter of surprise that the 
congregation should be even less unanimous about it than they are V The argument 
drawn from it was this—'* Oh, this is a myth altogether. If there was any truth in it 
would not these learned men agree about it? The fact is these things are all a myth.** 
Well now, my lord, the venerable Dean who opened this subject said, " We do not all 
speak the same thing." No ; but we speak things contrary the one to the other, and this 
is a very different matter. We teach things antagonistic to each other, and this is a 
far more serious thing. I shall confine myself just to this one fertile source of unbeliei 
I have met with it amongst my own workmen and amongst others in my neighbourhood, 
and I know that there is a very greatly increasing spirit of indifference amongst these 
classes to religion ai^d religious teaching altogether. Well now, may I make a suggestion 1 
It perhaps is not quite in order, and yet I should like to be permitted to do so. We 
all listened yesterday with rapt attention to those earnest addresses about the B(mn 
Conference and the Old Catholic movement. Our hearts went with the various 
speakers who si)oke in such encouraging terms of the hope of communion with these 
Churches. The difference, as I have heard it stated (it is not my own opinion), is reduced 
to two words in a creed. I ask, shall we take more trouble to procure union with other 
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cbnrclies than to arriye at practical unity in our ownl Have we no Dollingers, no 
Beinkins 1 We have our Bishop of Winchester, who has taken bo lively an interest in this 
Old Catholic movement, and other learned men. Oh, my dear friends, when I heard the 
graphic account of that conference room, and the characters assembled there, as I sat in 
that front gallery my mind instantly took this form of thought : Would that I could see 
sneh a conference amongst the fathers and learned men of both sides of opinion in oar 
Gharcb. Would that I could see such a conference as this to deliberate prayerfully, 
thoughtfully, patiently, upon those great differences which exist among us ! We talk of 
unity, we pray for unity, but we do not work for unity. Let me just throw out this hintb 
I hope this great Congress will not separate without endeavouring to take some initiatoiy 
steps towards procuring such a solemn assembly as the one «to which I have referred. 
Almost any one of us might count on his fingers the names of men who might well meet 
together to discuss these bnming questions ; and is there no hope that we should arrive 
at substantial unity 1 Do we not believe in the continual presence of oor great Lord 
and Master ? Those who heard Dr. Miller yesterday will call to mind some telling portions 
in his sermon on the words, '' Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." 
Let the fathers of our Church meet together and deliberate upon these matters in a spirit 
of love, a spirit of patience, and a spirit of prayer. I am sure we should remedy some at 
least of these inconsistencies ; and if not, we should know exactly what were our differences, 
and we should have to say, "God's will be done." In conclusion, I ask, "Is there no 
balm in Gilead 1 Is there no physician there? " Let us betake ourselves to Him, and it 
cannot, it will not be in vain. 



The Lord Bishop of Winchester. 

I AM not going to detain you with another speech, but I wish to say one or two words upon the 
subject mentioned by the Jast speaker, a subject of vital importance just now. To almost 
every word he uttered I am willing to subscribe, only I think we may say at this moment 
that with a great deal of external diversity there is nevertheless a great deal of true union 
between us. If only we can meet from time to time in friendly conference, I should have 
very much hope that some of our difficulties at least would be smoothed down. They 
might not be done away with. We must have unity in variety. But what I was asked 
to give notice of was this,— to-morrow morning, at eight o'clock, there is to be a breakfast 
at the Royal Hotel of an in&nt society called the Home Reunion Society, which wants to be 
known and supported, perhaps also to be thoroughly well-modelled ; and anybody who does 
not know of its existence may be glad to learn that there is such a society at work, the pur- 
pose of which is to do all we possibly can to unite all baptized Christians in this country in 
one upon the foundation of Scripture, of the three creeds of the Church, and the apostolic 
constitution of the Church, giving all possible latitude upon all things indifferent, and in- 
deed not wholly indifferent but not fundamental. That seems to be an important prin- 
ciple to adopt. The society wants members ; it wants support, and it wants to be widely 
known. 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, M OCTOBER. 
The Eight Rev. the Pkbsident took the Chair at Half-past Two. 



THE CHURCH IN THE ARMY AND NAVY AND AMONG 
THE SEATARING POPULATION. 

PAPERS. 

The Rev. S. B. Windsor, M.A., Chaplain to the Forces, 
Warley, Essex. 

Having little or no knowledge of the naval side of this question, I leave 
it to the reader who will succeed me, and who, from his position, will be 
better able to do it justice. My remarks will be confined to the Church 
in the Army. 

Now there are two ways in which the subject may be treated. We 
may review its present and actual condition, noting the number of com- 
municants, how many men attend the voluntary services in church, Bible 
classes, and the like, and thus endeavour to get some notion as to what 
proportion are striving to lead godly lives, and what hold religion has on 
the army as a whole. 

Or we may take it for granted that things are not in this matter as they 
should be, and m^y consider what are the chief hindrances to the spread 
of religion, which of them are removable, and how we may devise measures 
for obviating them, and extending its influence. 

The first method would require somewhat elaborate statistics, which we 
have not got, and which, if we had them, would not tell us much. True, 
we could reckon up the number of communicants, we could ascertain how 
many go to Bible classes, and attend the voluntary services, <fec. But no 
statistics could reveal to us- what or how many men are Living soberly, 
righteously, and godly, how many are leading prayerful lives, with how 
many the Holy Spirit of God is gradually gaining influence : and there is 
no marking out in precise limits the extent to which religion, properly 
so called, extends. 

There is, thank God, a marked improvement in the moral and religious 
condition of the army, and you will have an opportunity of hearing some 
gratifying examples in proof of it But there is no question that it is not 
what it ought to be ; it is not what every earnest, thoughtful Churchman 
would wish it to be. And it is natural that a Chaplain who has been 
labouring in this field for nearly twenty-two years, should long for a more 
abundant harvest, and should have had his attention very much directed 
to the hindrances which impede and neutralise his ministrations. 

I purpose, therefore, devoting all the rest of my twenty minutes to the 
consideration of these, and to suggestions for their removal. 

To a certain extent the question is the same as that discussed at a pre- 
vious Congress, i,e.y how to bring the influence of the Church to bear on the 
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masses of the population. Bat over and abore the causes which hinder 
religion generally, there are in the Army special difficulties. I doubt not 
luany will speak who will touch on such general topics as man's natural 
bias to evil, on the need of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and on the 
necessity of active ministerial work. These hindrances and these remedies 
are not peculiar to the army, and it is to the difficulties which beset us 
here that I mean to confine my remarks. And though there are others, 
yet, in my opinion, the two which principally impede us are— 

istj The little prominence given by Government to religion, its ministers, 
and its accessories. 

2d, The great want of co-operation with the Chaplains on the part of 
the officers. 

But first I would say a few words about soldiers. Too many have 
got the idea that they are (if I may use the familiar expression) a " bad 
lot," and that to deal with such unpromising material is a very hopeless 
task ; and so they approach the subject with, prejudice. :Against this 
I am glad to take this public opportunity of making a protest. Soldiers 
are TWt worse than other men, in many respects they are better. Take 
an equal number of men of the same class, herd them together without 
the softening and humanising influence of home, and the controlling 
effect of good parish tradition ; give them plenty to eat and. drink and very 
little to do ; or, if you prefer to put it in that way, give than plenty of 
leisure ; take from them all care for the morrow, because they know that, 
come what may, they will be sure of lodging, food, and clothing ; then 
give to each about eightpence a day pocket-money, and see whether you 
will not have the same, or even worse, want of religion. " Pride," that 
jneans reliance on one's own strength, '' fulness of bread, and abundance 
of idleness," have, since the days of Sodom, been the fruitful cause of all 
ungodliness, as Ezekiel xvi. 49 bears witness. There is, therefore, nothing 
to be surprised at. Yet, even as it is, I think it will be found that the 
moral and religious condition of soldiers will well bear comparison with 
that of the young men in our great manufacturing towns. 

Still it is unquestionable that there is a great deal of ungodliness : yet, 
before they be blamed, have they been fairly dealt with in the matter ? 

There has been a great deal done, and a great deal is still doing for 
soldiers. They have schools and gymnasiums, their quarters have been 
improved and well ventilated, their dress has been made more comfortable, 
their packs easier to carry ; reading and recreation rooms have been pro- 
vided for them ; all the latest discoveries in medicine and surgery, aU that 
Hygiene teaches, has freely been made use of for their service. Every- 
thing has been done, and continues being done, to develop their bodily, 
and, in great measure, their intellectual powers. How much has been 
done to promote their spiritual well-being ? 

Soldiers are quick to draw inferences ; how are they likely to think 
much about religion when they see it, as it were, shunted aside ? 

One service once a week, and that too often in a miserable building 
used for six days as a school-room, and only re-arranged for divine service 
on the Saturday aftemboi). There is a Chaplain, it is true, but little or 
nothing is done to put him in the prominent position that he ought to 
occupy. He has no facilities for seeing men in private. If he wants to 
talk with one, he must either seek him in his barrack-room, or call him 

I 
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out, and walk about the barrack-square with him, with every one looking 
on, and ready to laugh at him because the parson has caught him at last 

Contrast this with what a young man has known and been accustomed 
to in his parish, even though it be an imperfectly organised one, and say 
whether the natural inference would not be that religion and its ministers 
are of comparatively little moment. 

This is one of our great hindrances. 

If we want to promote reli^on, and strengthen the influence of the 
Church in the army, we should as far as possible assimilate every garrison 
to a parish. There should be a church. The wretched Chapel Schools, 
which are in too many gariisons its substitute, beget and teach irreverence. 
There should be a church, large enough to hold as many worshippers as 
the garrison wUl send, and with ample provision for kneeling : and in its 
architectural character and internal arrangements it should be such as to 
impress those who enter it, that it is not a common ordinary building, but 
God's house : and the Chaplain should be no more restricted in the way of 
conducting the services than any other parish Clergyman. 

And as, in the parish, the parsonage house, by its position and character, 
is, though inanimate, yet a speaking witness to the value those who built 
it had for the church and its ministers, so there should be Chaplains' 
quarters, such that the men would at once recognise that the inmate was 
considered to hold a position of real importance. 

Moreover, and tMs is of the utmost consequence, there should be a 
Chaplain's office in the barracks, where he might be found, and where he 
might see those whom he sent for, without any special observation being 
attracted. It should consist, like other offices, of two rooms, a small one 
for himself, a larger one opening out of it, where he could hold Bible classes, 
and give religious instruction. This room would also be the headquarters 
of the Scriptiu^-reader, who is, or ought to be, the Chaplain's chief helper ; 
and here men could retire whenever they would, for the purpose of private 
prayer and devotional reading. For the first of these purposes, it would, 
no doubt, be better that the church were always open; but there are 
obvious difficulties in the way of that at present. 

But a room for privacy and retirement is beyond all things necessary, 
if we wish to promote religion in the army. It is very difficult for 
the best disposed to say their prayers in th^r barrack-rooms, or at their 
bedside : with a recruit or young soldier this difficulty is practically insur- 
mountable. The readers of " Tom Brown's Schooldays " will remember 
Arthur's first night in the Dormitories, and what, but for his protector, 
he would have had to contend with when he knelt doyn for prayer. The 
same, only much worse, is too often the case in our barracks ; and though 
I do not deny that perseverance will win the day, though I know from 
personal knowledge that sometimes a man, himself ungodly, will yet 
interfere to protect a youngster who prays, yet it is not right to expose 
men to such trials of theur steadfastness if we can by any means prevent 
them. And at best, even if '^ the multitude that pass by " do not bid 
the supplicant '' hold his peace," at all events they will not keep quiet 
for his sake ; and it is next to impossible to pray as one ought and would 
in the midst of the conversation that goes on. A room, therefore, for this 
purpose (and it would be best in connection with the Chaplain's office), is 
an absolute necessity: 
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I am informed that the plan has been adopted at not a few stations in 
India, with the best results. 

There ought also to be, for the like purpose, a room in the. hospital, 
where the convalescents in whom sickness has begun to work the " repent- 
ance not to be repented of " might be in quiet, where the Chaplain could 
see those whom he wished to take " apart from the multitude," and where 
ou Sundays he could hold his service. 

Next, the Chaplains should have the power of marrying and burying ; 
the want of which takes very much from their being looked on by the men 
as their parish priests. Of course a garrison cemetery would thus be needed. 

Every facility should be given for their holding services whenever they 
will. There are often petty difficulties thrown in the way, such as the 
refusal of gas for week-day evening services, or when it is needed before 
the regulation hour. 

And especially. Ash Wednesday and Holy Thursday should be made, 
as well as Good Friday and Christmas Day, parade services. 

And because so much more may be done with the young than with 
adults, there ought not to be such impediments put in the Chaplain's way, 
when he desires to give religious instruction, as is the case now. By the 
existing regulations, one hour twice a week is all that is allowed him. 
Of course that time is bestowed on the children, for whom it is none too 
much. But there is no provision made for the boys in the Band and 
Drums ; and yet it is of the greatest importance that they should not be 
neglected. 

In one station, by the kind co-operation of the officers who had charge 
of the school, I used to have these lads for three-quarters of an hour twice 
a week ; and the result of this was, that I presented ten of them at two 
different times for confirmation ; several of them became communicants, 
and one, from whom I constantly hear, is so stiU. But as soon as this 
got to the hearing of the Assistant- Adjutant-General of the district, it was 
peremptorily stopped, and there were several promising boys over whom 
I thus lost all influence. 

Now you cannot have these boys in class with the school children. 
Every Chaplain knows, and most of my hearers who have any experience 
will at once see, how undesirable it would be. So you must either give 
up one of the children's days to them, or neglect the lads altogether. 
Audi it will generally come to this, for in most stations the morning hours 
at which religious instruction is given, are just the time for both Band 
and Drum practice. The Chaplain ought to have power to take these 
boys, and as many of the younger lads in the regiment or corps as are 
willing, on two afternoons in the week ; and if he had the office which 
has been spoken of, this might be done without any interruption to the 
school, by having it cleared for his class. 

And with this I close my list of hindrances, and recommendations for 
their removal which it is in the power of Gk)vernment to effect. 

There remains what, in my opinion, is even more important still; 
the need of a hearty co-operation with the Chaplains on the part of the 
officers. 

Every one knows, in every branch of Church work, how much lay help 
is needed, how much it can effect. Not only because " the harvest is 
great, and the labourers few," but because the influence of laymen is so 
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great. I will not take np your time, nor expend one of my precious 
minutes, in proving what I am sure you must all admit 

But this which is true^in civil life is veiy much more so in the army. 
Soldiers look up to and take their tone from their officers far more than 
outsiders would believe : far more, I doubt not, than they themselves 
know or would admit. To such an extent is this true, that one who has 
experience can tell beforehand what the officers are like, if he knows the 
men first ; what he may expect to find the regiment, when he knows its 
officers. It is therefore of the very highest importance for the spread of 
religion, that the officers should be on terms of cordial relationship with 
the Chaplain, and that they should show in every way their own respect 
and value for religion and its ordinances. 

I would not, however, be misunderstood. There is no lack of friend- 
liness, and it is quite the exception if he is not kindly welcomed. But it 
is co-operation that we desiderate, and that is a veiy different thing, and 
wherever it exists the benefit is immense. When the men see their officers 
working heartily with the Chaplain, cordially assisting in all schemes of 
benevolence, helping him as far as they can in his ministrations, they 
will listen to him with much more readiness ; he is likely to have far 
greater influence. 

There are many things that officers can do ; they can help in Sunday 
Schools ; they can attend the Bible and religions instruction classes ; they 
might, in turn, act as quoii churchwardens, and so relieve the Chaplain 
of the care of the offertory. Those who are musical might help him in 
the choir by singing themselves, those who are not so by finding out for 
him men who can. They might do all that well-affected layman would, 
nay, thaf they do in every well organised parish. * 

I am not speaking as a mere theorist : I am not advocating anything 
chimerical. In my long service I have had experiences of officers of all 
sorts, and it is from my experience I speak. I have known the 
effect produced by one in command of a corps who did all I have been 
recommending; and I have seen and deplored the evil results which 
followed on his removal, and when he was succeeded by another who 
did not take the same view of his duties to the Church. 

There is one thing of special moment which officers can and ought to 
do for this object. They ought to make it a point of attending the garrison 
chapel both at the parade and at the voluntary services. I do not say 
that their doing this will make the men do the same, but I do very con- 
fidently assert, that if they see their officers seldom or never present, or 
only just as many as are obliged to be there, and " conspicuous by their 
absence " from the voluntary services, it leads them, as a matter of course, 
to the natural inference that it cannot be of much importance whether 
they g© there themselves. 

I know very well that one chief reason why many officers absent them- 
selves from the parade service is their dislike to going in uniform. As I 
have heard this alleged by persons whom I know to be devout, godly- 
living, regular communicants, and good Churchmen, I am bound to beliete 
that there is something very disagreeable in it But as they are obliged 
to exercise the self-denial needful to make them wear it on other days, 
I cannot see why the Lord's day should be chosen for giving way to self- 
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indulgence in this matter ; mucli less, when by so doing they siat such a 
very bad example to the men who look up to them. 

With the, voluntary services the case is altered. With them, I presume, 
the reason will be that the service is better done elsewhere. I have no 
doubt that in many instances it is so ; still I maintain that officers, who 
have the interests of religion at heart, will sacrifice their likings, for the 
sake of influencing the men, and strengthening the hands of the Chaplain. 
Or the reason may be, that the Chaplain is too High Church, or too Low 
Church, or that his doctrine or ritual are not precisely what they approve 
of, The same answer applies here. There are not, and are not likely 
to be, any extreme men among the Chaplains. The points of agreement 
must immeasurably exceed those wherein there is a difference of opinion. 
Is it not the duty of every thoughtful, devout, earnest Christian to sink 
these minor differences, in combining to seek the spiritual good of those 
who have perhaps little or no religion 1 It is sad to see and know of 
these divisions that exist, it is cruel to introduce them or to perpetuate 
them, and to do so is surely rather the mark of partisanship than of 
good Churchmanship in the real sense of the word. 

The work of the Chaplains is hard enough, and as everything which 
shows a disregard for them diminishes their influence, so their hands will 
be strengthened, and thereby the cause of religion and of the Church pro- 
moted, when the men see them helped and supported by their officers. 

I know that there are many instances where religiously-minded officers 
do try to promote religion among the men. But only too often this is, if 
not in opposition to, certainly not with the sanction of the Chaplain. These 
free-lances, these spiritual Bashi-Bazouks (as a fellow-Chaplain in the 
Crimea used to call them), do far less good than they think. As notes 
not in unison or harmony rather neutralise one another than add to the 
volume of sound, so these irregular, though well-meant efforts, not going 
hand in hand with the authorised ministrations of the Chaplains, very 
often fail to produce the effect which their authors desire, if they do not 
cast an additional hindrance i^ our way. 

I remember our Lord's " Forbid them not," and therefore I would not, 
nor do I ever attempt to stop them ; but none the less am I convinced 
that as union is strength, so disunion, especially in such matters as this, 
is very weakness, and exposes us more and more to the attacks of ungodli- 
ness and infidelity. 

I say nothing of missions, because, though I fully recognise their value, 
they are, in their very essence and nature, fitful and occasional, and my 
object is to treat of that which is regular and continual. 

I have said nothing about drunkenness, because, bad and deplorable as 
it is, I am thoroughly convinced that it is not drunkenness which is the 
cause of irreligioh, but the want of religion which causes drunkenness. 

Only one more hindrance and one more help I would like to name. The 
first is, I know, a difficult and delicate subject, and one which I am only 
emboldened tp bring before you, because this is a garrison town, and 
possibly there are many military men among my hearers. 

It is a great scandal and stumbling-block to young Christians when 
they see non-commissioned officers made who have no semblance of religion 
in them. I am not so unpractical as to advocate the passing over other fit- 
ness, and appointing incompetent religious men to these posts because of 
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their religion ; bat if, provided two men were equally fit for the post, the 
preference were given to the religious man, and if any notable absence of 
religion were deemed a disqualifieation, much that is now an offence and 
a hmdrance to the spread of religion would be done away. That men 
morally and religiously unfit hold places of trust and authority, is too 
well known to all military men to need proof. I do not venture to suggest 
how this should be rectified, I only ask them to consider whether some- 
thing might not be done. As things are, it is very hard to interpret, in 
our Bible classes, to young soldiers, '' Godliness hath the promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come." 

That is the hindrance which I would see removed. The help which I 
want given, is simple and easy. I want to urge all our brother clergymen, 
when they know of any of their parishioners enlisting, to write to the 
Chaplain of the garrison whither they are sent, and acquaint him with the 
fact ; and this, not only when they are promising lads, but even if they 
be the contrary. And if they can give any detail of their family or their 
story, so much the better. There's many a man at first indifferent who 
has warmed to me because I knew either his neighbourhood, or his parson, 
or something about his belongings ; and it gives us a handle, this know- 
ledge, for want of which we very often are unable to get hold of a man. 

There are many other topics on which I could say much. But my time 
being so limited, I content myself with those two which I consider to be 
the chief, and which, so long as they exist, are and will be permanent 
^drances to the spread of religion in the army. 

I believe that the adoption of the remedies I have proposed, would have 
an immense effect. The building, wherever needed, a chapel in every 
garrison, and the giving facilities to the Chaplain for getting at his men in 
the way that I have mentioned, would at once make our soldiers feel that 
religion was going to occupy its right place. 

And if^ coincidently with this, all officers would help the Chaplain, and 
sinking their own selfish religionism, would join with him heart and hand 
in the spread of true religion and promoting good Churchmanship, the 
beneficial result would be great. 

You may do what you like with soldiers, if you treat them kindly and 
consistently ; and the habits of discipline and self-denial which they are 
forced to acquire, make an admirable stock on which to graft the higher 
principles of Christianity. 

And when we think what examples our soldiers and sailors many oi 
them now set, and what a difference there would be, if they were in prac- 
tice as well as profession and name, Christians ; when we reflect how 
invaluable would be their aid in our missionary work ; how, going hither 
and thither as they do, they might be not only pioneers of civilisation, but 
also centres of Christian influence, leavening the heathen and ungodly 
populations where they are placed, and thus helping to draw them within 
the fold of Christ, you cannot but admit that the question is not one of 
limited or narrow interest, but that great issues are intimately connected 
with it, and that any money, time, labour, and personal self-denial bestowed 
in making our soldiers and our sailors more religious. God-fearing men, 
is thoroughly well spent. 
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The Rev. J. B. Harbord, M.A., Chaplain RN., Inspector of 
Kaval Schools. 

Thb field of Church work on which I am called to comment is very 
intimately connected with the two other topics with which it is associated 
at this meeting. 

The Royal Navy and the Army exist for one common object, and the 
action of the Church, therefore, in these sister services must have some 
common characteristics; and there is much of our work, especially in 
war-time, which is not only similar but also reciprocal. 

Again, the Royal Navy is united, by very many ties, with the rest of 
our sea-faring population : by the direct attachment of the Naval Reserves, 
by our squadrons being everywhere the protectors of our commerce, 
by the common calling and habits of life of the seamen of the Royal 
Navy and of the Merchant Service, and by the similar location of their 
homes. There is, therefore, I conceive, much practical advantage to be 
gained by considering Church work in these two spheres in juxtaposition ; 
especially since the one has an established organisation with its ordained 
ministers, its sacraments and services, while the other is in a condition 
frequently described by the phrase — " Spiritual destitution." 

The discussion of such special fields by the Church at large, may, I 
feel, be full of benefit to both. The circumstances of our Uves in the 
navy are generally considered to be exceptional ; but they are, in truth, 
only strongly marked phases of similar situations on shore. As a question 
may often be best understood by its extreme example, so our shore 
brethren may derive some advantage froni the study of these features in 
the Naval Church; and, as general principles are of more value than 
isolated treatment, the clergy and ministering laity of the Naval Church 
may best learn how to meet their special difficulties by widening, as much 
as possible, the range of their knowledge of Church action. There is 
scarcely a topic to be discussed at this Congress which cannot be most 
strikingly iUustrated by the Naval Church, and in which it has not a 
peculiar interest. To take but a single example. When a clergyman is 
present on board ship, he exists in the closest contact with his people — 
living in the same room, for years, with those of his own social standing. 
This is a very trying ordeal, but it is only an extreme exaggeration of the 
marked position of tiie clergy in general and the intimate relations between 
them and their flocks. It is well adapted to bring home to us all, in the 
most forcible manner, what is said of " offences," of the necessity of never 
laying aside the armour of righteousness, of the never-failing charity and 
habitual Christian courtesy that should govern our intercourse with each 
other, — in short, of " Spiritual life in its personal and social aspect." 

I propose now, first, to give you a very rapid historical sketch of the 
Naval Church ; and, secondly, to refer briefly to its geographical relations 
with Christianity and heathenism. 

I. A survey of the past may read us some practical lessons for the 
present. 

As a recognised department of the National Church, with its own special 
clergy, the Naval Church would appear to be coeval with the national 
navy itself. That . navy sprang from an ancient corporation which, from 
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early Saxon times, kept watch and ward over the narrow seas on the 
south-east coast of our Island. This organisation was continued under 
the feudal settlement that followed the Norman Conquest, the Barons of 
the Cinque Ports being held responsible to serve the king with a specified 
naval force. And they did not furnish this force without providing for 
the spiritual wants of their seamen. The Daily Expense Book of the 
Wardrobe of Edward I.,* when he called out the fleet, in 1299-1300, tells 
us of a regular chaplain attached to the ships, and informs us what were 
his pay, position, and duties ; Dominvs Rdbertus de Sandtoyco was borne 
" pro dictis nautis confitendis " ..." in dict4 flotk." There were thirty 
ships in this fleet ; and the chaplain's ministrations were, we thus find, 
considered the common right of all who sailed in his company, — a view of 
his work which, though certainly in force in the seventeenth century, 
afterwards fell into abeyance until re-enacted fourteen years ago.t 

Henry VIII. placed the navy upon a new footing. He kept perman- 
ently a number of royal ships in ordinary, and when his fleet was equipped 
for war service, under the style of ** the king's army at sea," the manning 
of the ships was eflected by a contract with his Lord High Admiral. A 
definite scale of pay was agreed upon for the executive officers and men ; 
but no special mention is made of chaplains, and if a priest served afloat, 
he was entitled only to the daily pay of a seamen, and was attached, pro- 
bably, to the admiral's retinue. 

Subsequently, we find that the naval chaplain received, in addition to 
a seaman's pay, a groat a month deducted from the wages of every man 
on board his ship. When this " immemorial custom " originated cannot, 
perhaps, be defined ; but we may safely place its beginning, I think, not 
later than the Armada. There is evidence that, at that date, the chirur- 
geonsj were similarly remunerated with half a groat, and there would 
appear to be some connection between these voluntary payments. Apart 
from its connection with the Chest at Chatham, there is much interest 
attached to this mode of paying for the services of clergymen afloat, which 
continued in force as late as 18 12. It indicates a spontaneous movement 
on the part of our seamen, in the infancy of our standing navy, to provide 
themselves with the ministrations of the Church ; and it places the cdiaplaiu 
strongly in the true light of pastor, by right, of the whole ship's company 
— a view which in later times was obscured. 

The Naval Church in the reign of Elizabeth took a strongly patriotic 
and Puritan cast from the circumstance of the navy being the instrument 
of deliverance, at the same time, from Spain and Rome, and the personal 
experience our seamen had of the Inquisition on the Maine, especially our 
West Country seamen. The records we have of the church afloat during 
the first years following the Beformation prove what importance, at that 
time, was attached to the frequent administration of the holy communion, 
what diligence there was in preaching God's Word, and how "serving 
God daily" was the custom. The memory of these things encouraged 
much the eflfects of Naval Church revivers of the present generation. 

* Liber Quotidianus CoDtrarotulatoris Garderobse, Anno R.R. Ed. I. Vic. Oct. Printed 
by the Society of Antiquaries 1787, p. 276. 

t See Chaplains' Memorial to the Navy Office 1627. Admiralty Circular, I{o. 14. N. 
June 3d, 1862. 

X This was pointed out to me by Inspector-General Dr. Smart, C.B., of whose hia- 
torioal knowledge of the Service I have thankfully availed myself. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Rev. J. B. Harhord. 137 

A period followed of general corruption and degeneracy of morals, 
adorned, however, with instances of conspicuous piety and virtue. The 
church afloat of the latter days of the Stuarts reflects the state of the 
Church at large. There is one episode which illustrates this, and on which 
also I must dwell, because some useful hints may be gathered from it on 
the question of organisation and direction. When Lord Dartmouth sailed 
in charge of the expedition to Tangier, he got Dr. Ken, through the inter- 
vention of Mr. Pepys, to go with him as chaplain of his flag-ship. In this 
capacity we find Ken, besides performing the duties of his own ship, 
exerting his influence to keep out unworthy chaplains from the rest of the 
squadron."^ Subsequently, when Dartmouth was placed in command of 
the fleet designed to oppose the Prince of Orange, he was anxious that 
these duties should be similarly cared for, and he endeavoured to induce 
Dr. Peachell to undertake them. He wrote, urging him to comply with 
his request on the ground that it was '^ for the good of the Church of 
England which is so much concerned." " I think," he adds, " it is of the 
highest importance to have the ablest and best men I can possibly obtain 
to go with me, both for the service of God, and the good government of 
the clergy that are chaplains of the fleet." As I have observed, this inci- 
dent is very suggestive. 

I must pass over the whole of the eighteenth century, and come to the 
year 181 2. At that date the Naval Church was acknowledged to be in «-i 
most unsatisfactory states and the Government, as the fundamental 
measure towards improvement, took steps to obtain the services of a suf- 
ficient number of suitable clergy. An Order in Council t established a 
regular scale of pay for chaplains, placed them in the position of ofiicers, 
and, for their proper organisation and control, appointed a Chaplain- 
General. This office was abolished at the conclusion of the war in 181 5, 
on the plea that the reduced number of chaplains no longer required it. 
The largest number of chaplains . employed between 181 2 and 181 5 was 
seventy, including twenty in dockyards and hospitals, and this number 
dropped to about thirty in 181 6. Since that year the Chaplain of 
Greenwich Hospital has been intermittently styled '^ Chaplain of the 
Fleet." I may remark, in passing, that the number of chaplains on 
active service at the present moment is about ninety. 

By a circular letter of the Chaplain-General, the schools for seamen on* 
board ship were commended to the chaplain's care, and he continues to be 
the responsible officer, under the captain, for the schoolmaster's duties. 
Such secular work is, I think, of mutual advantage to clergy and laity. J 

The work of the Naval Church, at the period to which we have brought 
clown its history, was sore let and hindered by certain " customs of the 
service," which, in our very conservative calling, long resisted the most 
stringent legislation. It is necessary to remember these, if we would not 
pass a very uncharitable and unjust judgment on those who ministered 
in the navy at that time. 

There were, first, those customs of a social character which, not half a 

*See life, Journal and Correspondence of Samuel Pepys, 1841, 2 vola. 8vo. Under 
date 23d Oct. 1683. Quoted in ** Life of Ken," by a Layman. 

t Dated 4th March 1812. 

J By Order in Council, 21st April 1702, Chaplains were encouraged to pass at the 
Trinity House to c^ualify as instructors in navigation. Similar provisions were inserted 
in Order in Council of 4th March 1812. 
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century ago, from a short-siglited expediency, directly fostered vice. I 
allude, of course, to the organised and unlimited admission of bad charac- 
ters on board ships of war,* and the view taken of leave which led to an 
avowed encouragement of improvidence and excess of every kind in the 
Neptuni filiu8,i Few here can realise what the state of this town of 
Plymouth was in those days, and I would not revert to it now but for 
very special reasons. I feel that it illustrates, in the most striking form, 
how closely the work of the Naval Church is bound up with that of our 
seaport parishes ; nay, when we reflect that the domestic ties of our 
officers and men permeate every rank of society throughout the coimtry, 
how deeply the whole Church is concerned in the reformation of manners 
that has taken place. That reformation was. brought about mainly by the 
influence of the awakened Christian life in our land ; and the Naval 
Church was adorned, at that epoch, by some men whose lives were marked 
by deep personal piety and by a courageous assertion of their religious 
convictions. 

The second class of obstructive customs, to which I have referred, were 
connected with the domestic economy of a ship-of-war. The Sunday 
routine, even within the last fifteen or twenty years, tended to minimise 
any subjective good that might be effected by the worship of God and the 
public services of the Church. Hands were turned up at 3.30 A.M., and, 
while preparations were being made for dinner, were assembled for church 
wearied in body and ruffled in mind. The custom of daily prayers had 
become very exceptional, and the celebration of the Holy Communion was 
almost unknown afloat. About the time of which I am speaking, a very 
large increase in the number of chaplains was made owing to the breaking 
out of the Kussian war, and the Admiralty was most anxious that they 
should be enabled to do the work to which they were called. This was 
greatly aided by regular definite returns on the chaplain's duties. I 
mention this because the value of such returns can only be appreciated 
by those who have practically experienced the support they afford and 
the improvement they quickly help to effect. The due restoration of the 
Church services on board ship was greatly influenced by the general 
movement of the Church on shore, at that time, in the introduction of 
order and beauty into our worship.- 

The present state of religious observances afloat, I may give you in a 
few words. A short daily morning service is the general custom in every 
ship according to the authorised routine. J On Sundays, besides the regular 
morning church, held on board all Her Majesty's ships, in upwards of two- 
thirds of those which bear chaplains, there is now also a voluntary afternoon 
or evening service, and there is such worship in some ships that have no 
chaplain. In about two-thirds of the ships bearing chaplains there is a 
monthly celebration of the Holy Communion, and in the rest it takes 
place from four to eight times a year, while in a few there is a weekly 
celebration. " Hymns Ancibnt and Modern " were supplied to our ships 
as early as the year 1864, and the *' Cambridge Pointed Prayer-Book" 
is being now introduced. Seamen take much interest in theuc church 
music. 

* See "Statement of Certain Immoral Practices Prevailing in His Majesty's Navy," 
1821. ' And ** An Address to the OfScers of His Majesty's Navy by an old Naval Sur- 
geon," 1824. 

t See Juvenilis Mundif p. 251. X Dated ist Angust 1861. 
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In looking at the Navy of to-day, and contrasting its social and 
religious condition with what it was during the last generation, we cannot 
pass over our training-ships where our present younger officers and most 
of our men have been initiated into the service. 

I need not tell you how thoroughly religious instruction is given on 
board the officers' training ship. During the three years ending last Mid- 
summer, about 160 cadets passed out of the " Britannia," about 130 of 
them were confirmed on board, and of these no fewer than 1 20 became 
communicants. That this work is not ephemeral was proved in one of the 
sea-going training ships, the " Trafalgar," where the average number of young 
gentlemen who continued to be communicants was fifty out of seventy-six. 

Turning to the seamen's training-ships, I must premise that, at the 
present time, there are between 3000 and 4000 boys on board these ships. 
When they enter it is found that a large number of them have had but 
little instruction since very tender years, and that but very few have been 
confirmed on shore. During their sojourn on board the " Impregnable," 
** Implacable," " Ganges," *' St. Vincent," and " Boscawen," their religious 
education is most systematically superintended by the chaplains ; and this 
intimate connection with the boys has resulted in closer and less formal 
relations between the clergy and men afloat. Our seamen do not easily 
forget that season, in particular, when they were individually instructed 
and counselled by their pastor, nor those two solemn days in their lives, 
when the bishop confirmed them and when they partook of their first 
Communion. Eight hundred of our boys are thus confirmed every year, 
and about two-thirds of these receive the Communion afterwards. I must 
be allowed here to acknowledge the deep debt of gratitude the Naval 
Church owes to the bishops of those dioceses in which our training-ships 
are stationed. There is one feature in particular of the Bishop of Exeter's 
ministrations which has much strengthened the church afloat. He holds 
his Confirmations, and addresses the candidates on board their own ships, 
on their own element. The most solemn rites of our religion, the comple- 
ment of the Sacrament of Baptism and the other Sacrament, are now re- 
ceived and celebrated on those decks where our ordinary church is rigged 
and where our daily worship is held. 

Our men, we now hope, when they take up their abode on shore after 
their retirement from the Navy, will do so as enlightened Christians, and 
good Churchmen, and become unobtrusive influential missionaries in the 
parishes of our land or in the colonies where they may settle. 

In concluding this brief historical sketch, I think we shall feel the truth 
of Macaulay's remark, that " No man who is correctly informed as to the 
past, will be disposed to take a morose or desponding view of the present." 

IL I have but short space left to touch upon the Naval Church in its 
external local associations. 

I. The circumstance of the Church Congress meeting at a port filled 
with naval layman, and where no fewer than eight naval chaplains are 
permanently stationed, besides the number who are constantly fitting out 
and paying off here, would seem adapted to press upon the thoughts of 
ourselves, the parochial clergy, and all active Churchmen, how we may 
best co-operate with each other, so as to advance, by our united efforts, 
the welfare of those people whose homes are here, but whose best years 
are spent on the ocean. 
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2. Again; the sight of our ships leaving the Sound for evetj distant 
station reminds us that the intercourse of the Naval Church is world- 
wide — with those who belong to our Communion abroad, with other 
Christian Churches, and with every form of heathen worship. We are 
beginning to realise that to spread the kingdom of Christ over the world 
is a solemn responsibility and surpassing privilege in which, by onr 
peculiar circumstances, the Naval Church should claim a special and no 
small share. 

There are three connections in which we may look for the action 
of a missionary spipi^ making itself felt, — (i) in the thought of the 
Naval Church for our dispersed brethren in the merchant service ; (2) in 
aiding those of out own Church in far-off comers of the earth, and in acts 
of inter-communion with other Christian bodies ; (3) in obtaining know- 
ledge of heathen systems of religion with which we come in contact, and 
watching for openings which may be turned to account by the regular 
missionary. 

First, The Royal Navy and the Merchant Service now stand in very 
different relations to each other from what they did when Captain 
Marryat wrote his ^* Newton Foster." Men now no longer pass from one 
service to the other, and it is one of the problems of the day, with our 
rulers, to establish some practical connection between the two of which 
the country *may avail itself in time of need. And the Naval Church also 
desires that there should exist a spiritual connection, that the blessings 
she enjoys should not be confined to the white ensign, but that all English 
seamen should feel when abroad that they have a parish church in sight — 
I mean a church with free and open seats — when in company with a 
man-of-war. How we may best make our influence felt in this sphere is 
a question which has of late occupied the anxious attention of the Naval 
Church Society. 

Secondly, Through the medium of the navy, it is that the English 
Church is most brought into contact with other forms of Christianity, 
and I would put it to the Naval Church, before this great Congress, 
whether we have not a representative character to sustain, and a post of 
honour to fill of which we should be very jealous. Our influence here 
may be illustrated by a single case. From the time when Vancouver in 
H.M.S. " Discovery " told Kamehameha of the one true Gk)d, and pro- 
mised on his return to England to get our king to send them out a 
teacher of the true religion, the royal family of Hawaii have cherished a 
strong attachment to the English Church. This attachment, as it origi- 
nated with,, was kept alive for many years mainly by association with the 
Church in the navy, till "the waiting Isles" received the Bishop of 
Honolulu. 

Thirdly, The intercourse of the Naval Church with heathen countries 
gives us special opportunities for doing something towards the great 
work of the conversion of the world to Christianity. Doubtless, the 
most powerful weapon we can wield here is, that our people should pre- 
sent to the heathen the impressive eloquence of a pure and merciful life, 
as the embodiment of our holy religion; but there are also other direct 
services we can perform. We may bring home information and we may 
carry out aid. For example, the great and venerable religions of the 
East cannot be dealt with by our missionaries without we have a deep 
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knowledge of* them ; and thus to elucidate the Buddhism of China and 
Japan, and investigate that side of such mysterichis systems of thought 
TvMch touches Christianity, is to furnish the most rational weapone^for the 
eflfective preaching of the Gospel.* How the Naval Church may best aid 
in the great work of evangelising the dark places of the world, is at the 
present time a question which has exercised the thoughts of many, 
especially since the blood of one of the best and bravest of her sons has 
been sown on the same strand with that of a martyred missionary bishop.f 
We believe that *' the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea ; " but this is not yet, and 
in the meantime the prayer of the Naval Church is — '' Show Thy servants 
Thy work, and their children Thy glory." 



The Rev. 0. E. R Robinson, M:A., Vicar of St. John's, 
Torqtiay^ Hon. Canon of Rochester. 

The subject of my paper is the work of the Church among our seafaring 
population, not included in the Koyal Navy. 

All true mission work must proceed on the conviction that there is good 
in every man. This good can only be drawn out by sympathy in the 
teacher; and this sympathy is based on individual knowledge and 
influence. As it is with error, so it is with the erring. If you wish to 
defeat error, you must acquaint yourself with it; sift it carefully, find 
out the truth that is mixed with it, accept that truth, honour it, teach 
it pure and unmixed with the error. Now, you are conquering the error 
by means of the truth. So, if you wish to save sinful men from their 
sins, you must approach individual men, approach them with sympathy, 
find out the good that is in them ; love it, honour it ; love them for it, 
honour them for it. Do not give them that talk about love that makes 
them put their tongue into their cheek, and laugh aside at you. But love 
them honestly for what is good in them. You who are trying to turn men 
to God, may be regular in your religious duties ; private prayer, study of 
God's Word, church going, and devout reception of Holy Communion. 
One of the men you are trying to turn may perhaps never pray, never 
read his Bible, never go to church, never dream of going to Holy Com- 
munion, yet he may far surpass you in some one point of goodness. 
For instance, while I was at Liverpool a month ago, there was a seaman 
who was brought before the magistrates for stabbing another man in a 
drunken brawl. . . . Yet that man the very day befor6 had beei; wrecked, 
and after he had escaped plunged in again into the water to save a woman 
and child who were drowning, and saved them. There was a life so noble 
in its natural religion as to touch the heroic ; yet he violated the simplest 
element revealed — Thou shalt not kill. If you are trying to turn that man 
to God, and lead him to prayer, ^nd eventually to a consistently devout 

♦ I refer to the works of the Rev. Samuel Beal, Chapkin B.N., "A Translation of 
the Pratimdksha and the Amith&ba Stltra : " " Travels of Fah Hien and Sung-Yun; '* 
^* A Catena of Buddhist Scriptures from the Chinese ; " *' The Bomantic History of 
Sakya Buddha,'* &c. 

t Bishop Patteson and Commodore Goodenough. " Semen est sanguis Christianorum." 
— Tertullian. "Est sanguis martyrum seminarium eccle8ianim.'*-Verome. 
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life, you are much more likely to sacceed if yoa first find ont the good 
in bim, hnmbly recognise this sapeiiority to yoa in that one point, and 
then, with yonr heart fnll of tme sympathy, show him the more excellent 
way of life. 

But farther, there are many lives which are stiU stronger illastrations 
of this principle ; lives debased in their onter form without any apparent 
redeeming quality, lives which show no good point even to the most 
longing eye, but yet have the posstbility of good in them. Well ! then, 
here the lover of men most sympathise with the possibility of good. He 
must lecog^iae the (jod-like element in eveiy man. If he can only get at 
the individual man, and find that which is lovable in him; if he can 
S}'mpathi8e with it ; sympathise with its straggle against the bad ; have 
faith in Christ that He will draw him out of the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of Grod, then that lover of men has 
found the key to that man's life ; and if he perseveres he will doubtless 
draw him heavenwards, so that he may be saved through Christ for ever. 
But the assertion of this principle (with which all must sympathise) only 
makes us sad when we put it side by side with the facts of life. 

Our masts are now in many places collected together in such forests, 
that it is quite impossible for the clergy of the waterside parishes to 
attempt to minister to individuals. In other cases, such as the fishing 
villages with which this diocese is surrounded, we find a population sui 
generis living in the midst of another population of different habits and 
ways of thinking ; and in these cases it is often most desirable to have a 
mission chapel with services specially adapted to them, and a Missionary 
Curate, who, by devoting all his time to them, will come to know each 
individual among them. Here again, the living being perhaps poor, it is 
impossible for the vicar unaided to grapple with the difficulty. 

Altogether, what with our vast docks, our harbours, our estuaries, bar 
tidal rivers, our fishing villages, any one who has looked at all into the 
subject will tell you, that the spiritual needs of the water (if I may so pat 
it) have so entirely outstripped the spiritual provision at the waterside, 
that the good old plan of the parson knowing every man, and of the 
house-going parson making the ch arch-going people, is simply impossible. 
The case is therefore urgent, and must be pressed as a cr3ring want on the 
conscience of the Church. And yet it is only one out of many wants 
which need to be pressed on the conscience of the Church ; and may be 
classed all together under the head of missions. 

There ought to be some action taken by our Church as a Church in the 
matter of missions — and this question of our seafaring population ought 
to be a special branch. The reason why it ought to be a special branch 
is this : — 

The work done by our missionaries abroad is often effaced by the lives 
lived by our sailors. For instance, we send out bishops, and clergy, and 
Bibles, and thus we teach. But England is practically sending forth 
sailors to pollute the people we are teaching. Sarely it is the old story 
of Penelope's web. We work by day, and we undo our work by night. 
Then we work again with a division of the diocese, — ^another bishop and 
more clergy, — and then we undo our work once more with more untaught 
sailors. We are now employing a great many foreigners as sailors in our 
ships. These men learn English in our forecastles, but I. think yoa 
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would be astonished if you knew how much of that English is a jargou 
of oaths and profanity. 

Many of you, I doubt not, are very proud of our English language. 
The language of Shakespeare', Milton, and the English Version. What a 
glorious tongue it is! What do you think of engaging hundreds of 
foreigners to do the work of our country, and teaching them the language 
of which you are so proud in this fearful fashion, and then sending them 
forth as English sailors to speak a revised version of the English tongue^l 
There's a sarcasm for you. But you deserve it. And these are men to 
whom you are personally indebted. There is scarcely anything you eat, 
or drink, or wear, or use, for which you are not indebted to sailors in 
some form or another. 

The work of evangelising our sailors is surely then a most important 
branch of our mission work. And all our mission work ought to be 
grasped by our Church as a Church. In the American Church, it is done 
by a board of missions. One cannot always safely transplant an institu- 
tion which is successful in one church bodily into another church after it 
is full growii. These things must grow if they are to have any vitality. 

But while we are feeling our way to the proper method of dealing with 
this question, souls must not die. We must catch up the first means that 
comes to hand, and, of course, in this case, voluntary societies are our 
resort. The case is urgent ; there is nothing else to be done. More clergy- 
men are wanted ; and we must use the agency of societies to raise the 
money for their stipends. 

But while we yield to the pressure of immediate necessity, and thank- 
fully accept the help of societies, one principle must ever be stated on the 
forefront of our plans. We must not, in our zeal for souls, break the old 
Church order of our land. We must have allegiance to a bishop in things 
spiritual, vjot to a society. It would be nothing less than a calamity, if, 
through our zeal, the good old Church order of. our land were to be under- 
mined and sapped, and our spiritual afifairs directed by independent commit- 
tees. A society. ought to be the hand held out to help the bishop and the 
clergy to do their work — a hand held out to help with money and with other 
appliances — not a hand held out to govern or control. 

Let us dwell a little in detail on the manner in which a society ought to 
help in this matter of the seafaring population. By the old Church law 
of our land every crew of a vessel is deemed to be within the parish off 
which she is lying. When the number of seafaring persons thus collected 
is so great as to be beyond the power of the clergyman, help should be given 
by providing the stipend of a waterside curate. The initiative should be 
left to the vicar of the parish. * The new clergyman should be his curate, 
and if a chapel is built it should be his mission chapeL There ought to 
be no imperium in imperio. 

The effect of thus supporting an overwhelmed waterside clergyman by 
giving him a stipend for a curate, and helping him loyally and lovingly, is 
generally to send new life-blood coursing through the parish. The water- 
side mission chapel reacts on the 'Church. The Church itself becomes 
fuller, the communicants increase in number. Moreover, when the mis- 
sionary curate works on board a ship, in dock, or in harbour, or in a road- 
stead, the congregation of the parish to which he is a curate is drawn out 
in sympathy with him and h^ work. They pray for him, they pray for 
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his work, and whenever the storm shakes the church roof, you hear the 
hymn rising — 

" Oh I hear hb when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the seft." 

And all this is twice blessed. It blesses him that gives^ and him that 
takes. 

The time is short, and I therefore venture to sum up what I have sjud in 
two or three sentences : — i. All mission work must be a ministry to indi- 
viduals. 2. The needs of the water have so outstripped the provision of 
the waterside that we must have help. 3. The help given by societies 
must be according to the old Church order. 4. But the Clitirch must 
help, and till we can act as a Church we must have societies. I entreat 
you, therefore, every one of you, to join yourself on to one or other of the 
societies which promote the welfare of our seafaring population. 

I thank God I am allowed to raise my voice at a Church Congress, to 
press this duty on the conscience of the Church. For GodU sake, do not 
forget our sailors and fishermen. 



ADDRESSES. 
Colonel Wilmot Brooke. 

Thb snbject on the paper this afternoon is like a large tree with three bonghs^ and I can 
only attempt to take np a small branch of one bough. I will consider what an officer iD 
the army may do, by individual effort, to serve God in the profession to which he belongs. 
I am not going into the snbject of organisation for Church work in the army. Yaloable 
and important as it is, it will not be my subject to-day. I will only say, especially as 1 see 
80 goodly a number of soldiers and sailors in the gallery, that it must be remembered that 
however excellent the organisation may be, it will be of little use unless the members of 
that organisation be loyal and true. A soldier, for instance, may belong to a gallant re^* 
ment, but his services will be of little worth in the day of battle if he be not individoally 
an earnest and faithful subject of his sovereign. In speaking of what officers may do in the 
army, I have no desire to throw any slight upon the work of ministers of the Qospel ; on 
the contrary, I consider that the cause of the great Head of the Church is best serred 
when chaplains and laymen can, and will, cordially co-operate. I will endeavour to enter 
on my snbject in the spirit so wisely recommended by your Lordship yesterday, and strive to 
be moderate and practical. I will take the case of an officer who desires to show forth his 
Master's praise not only with his lips but in his life. What can he do with this object in 
view ? His eSorta may be classed under two heads— he will seek to be an instroment in God's 
hands for bringing others to serve Him, and also for helping and encouraging such as are 
enlisted in this service, although he cannot always tell how his efforts are to be used by his 
heavenly Master. To one having such objects in view, nothing is of more importance than 
personal consistency of Christian walk. I have been told again and again by soldien that 
they have been won to serve God, not so much by the words of pious comrades, as by watohinj^ 
their conduct and life. An officer in India, whose heart had undergone a change, told 
me that the first thing which attracted him towards real Christianity, was not attending ^ 
the words of a pious brother officer, but watching narrowly his life and remarking his con- 
sistency. But now about occasions and means of usefulness. I recollect once visiting an 
officer, a friend of mine, who was the adjutant of his regiment. He took me into a spare 
barrack-room before parade, where he read prayers daily for his men. He said to ne, 
" We have family worship at my own house, and I do not see why these men should cot 
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bare a similar advantage." Shortly after that I was sent round the Cape to India with 
some troops, and, emboldened by my friend's example, I carried on a short service between 
decks each morning, after which we practised chants and hymns for the Sunday service. 
There was a fair attendance, and I have reason to hope that the effort was not a usdess one. 
Another means of spiritual usefulness is Sunday School teaching; no Christian officer ought 
to n^leet it. What a Sunday School is to the child in barracks, the Bible-class ia to the 
adult I myself have received too much good from Bible-classes not to value them deeply 
as means of grace. As I speak I cannot help thinking of a Bible-class at Tientsin, during 
the Chinese War of i860, presided over by the principal chaplain of the force, at which I 
used to meet the late lamented Captain €k>odenough. I mention him as a specimen of a 
Christian hero, strengthened for the day of trial by sueh a means of grace. Then with 
reference to hospital visitation,— if the way is open for such an officer as I describe to sp^d 
part of his time in reading ihe Scriptures and praying with the sick, he will gladly avail 
himself of this open door of nsefuiness. But it must not be forgotten that it is the dnty 
of every officer occasionally to visit the men under hia immediate command who are sick in 
hospital If he does that as a matter of duty, may he not take the opportunity of saying a 
passing word abont the highest things of all t Do not let us despise a " passing word," for 
we never know what fruits it may bear. An officer in the barrack-yard of an English 
gurison heard a young soldier calling out to a comrade, and taking God's name in vain. 
The officer, who came from the opposite side of the square to that which the swearer faoed, 
was unperoeiTed until he drew near to him, wh|ft he quietly said, " May God forgive you 
for taking flis name in vain." This unpremeditated word had been forgotten by its 
speaker, when, long afterwards, a letter from the service companies of his regiment abroad 
informed him that the soldier in question had become a regular attendant at religious 
ordinances, and had traced his first serious impressions to hearing this officer pray for him 
wh^ he took his Maker's name in vain. 

The Fre&ddent's bell warns me that I must leave much unsaid that I had hoped to say. 
I will conclude by asking you to remember that as workers for Christ, whether officers in 
the army or not, we must ever be waiting on our Master for guidance and grace, weak in 
oorselves but strong in Him, if we desire to be made a blessing to others. 



Admiral Baillie Hamilton. 

I HAYS been asked to speak to you with reftrenoe to the Church in the navy, following 
my brother officer of the sister-service, who has been speaking of the Church in the army. 
There are so many valuable points in Mr. Harbord's paper, that I hardly know which are 
the most striking in it, but I hope the chaplains in the navy will forgive me, if I say that 
there is one thing which more than other occurs to me on listening to Mr. Harbord's admirable 
paper, and that i*— that it presents to us a section of the Church— a body of clergymen of the 
established Church of England, reckoning amongst its members some of the most devoted 
ministers of that Church, and yet, that this body is virtually without a head ; a Church 
without Church organisation, without ecclesiastical order or control, and without syno- 
dical action of any constituted kind. I know it may be said that the Church in the 
nayy has its own formulary, and that it is to be found in the first Article of War and the 
Qaeen's Eegulations ; but the life and growth of a Church does not depend on its formul- 
aries, but ib its actings for €k)d, and in the fundamental character of its administration. 
I want to know why the Church in the navy should be workbg under such difficulties, and 
without that presideni^ and supervision which is the privilege and right of every other 
section of the Church of England. Why not, it is said, revive the office of ChapUiin- 
General of the Navy, which, as Mr. Harbord tells us, was abolished at the conclusion of 
the war in 1815. On that point I would beg and quote the words of one who, without 
bearing the actual title, was long in chaise of the duties of its office— duties which be 
honourably and faithfully fulfilled—respected by the navy, and one of its most devoted 

K 
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chaplains, and who I am glad to say still lives,— the hard-working vicar of a distant 
Parish. Speaking of his position as Chaplain of Greenwich Hospital (corresponding in 
all respects with that of Chaplain-(j|-eneral of the Navy), he said, *'*' I was bntprimut inter 
pa/r€9 ; a position (more especially in the Church) that never yet carried with it the weight 
of a supreme authority." The office of Chaplain- General, as I have said, has been aboliahed, 
and already it is asked> Why not revive HI but I think I may say I am glad that it has not 
been revived, as opportunity thus exists of instituting a presidency of a higher order.* The 
necessity of proper supervision of the n aval chaplains has long occupied the mmds of 
many distinguished Churchmen. It is now thirty years ago that the then Bishop of 
London— Bishop Blomfield— (a name carrying with it love and respect wfaerev^ it it 
known) called upon me at the Admiralty. The bishop told me, that the peculiar poatioii 
of the chaplains in the navy had long weighed on his mind, and he thought that there 
ought to, be some eiHscopal superyision over that body. He said to me, *' Burdened as I 
am with the heavy duties and responsibilities of this great metropolis, I am yet willing to 
take that charge upon myself ; do yon\ think the Admiralty will consider favouraUy my 
offer 1 " I can only tell you that it wa« not considered by the Admiralty authoritieB as 
opportune, and the bishop's offer was declined, but I need not say how much the times 
have changed since then. We heard last night a good deal about the great advantages that 
would occur from the increase of the episcopate ; let me hope that a wish for episcopal 
superintendence of the Naval Church may not be considered as altogether utc^iao. This 
country, in addition to her navy, has a great seafaring populauon, which has been alluded 
to at length by Canon Robinson, and will, no doubt, be spoken to by Commands 
Dawson. I say that a presidency and authority which will be a supreme one is necessary 
to make those people what they ought to be ; and I say that this question deserves the con* 
sideration not only of individuals like myself, but of the whole Church. There are in the 
Royal Navy 54,400 men, officers, seamen, marine?, and boy& For religious mtnistntioD 
to this force, we have, as Mr. Harbord has stated, seventy chaplains afloat, and twenty for 
the different naval establishments on shore; whilst at the same time, about two-thirds of 
our ships being small vessels, are necessarily without chaplains. But what about our sea- 
faring population which, if time permitted, I am bo und to speak for ] It numbers upwards 
of 295,000 persons : add thdt to our navy and ^ee what the result is, and I ask yoa 
whether that is not a section of the Christian Church of this country demandug 
some attention. I am happy to observe that the Convocation of Canterbury has already 
given some consideration to the matter, and a joint committee of the two Houses has been 
appointed to report on the subject, presided over by the Bishop of Winchester. The 
Church, I trust, will recollect what has been said here to-day. Do not let my brother 
officers think that episcopal supervision in matters regarding the religious duties of the 
navy would affect their authority ; I am persuaded that such presidency would be agree- 
able to the chaplains themselves, and I don't think it would be an innovation which would 
interfere with the service. I was brought up in that service, and have long been connected 
with it, and I should be the last man to propose anything that I thought would interfere 
with the strict discipline of the navy ; but I feel that the Admiralty would be helped by 
ecclesiastical supervision of the chaplains ; such supervision would save us from very moch 
trouble. Can any one suppose that those unhappy differences, alike injurious to discipline 
and to religion which have arisen of late, would not have been avoided if we had had a 
' wise, a temperate, and a judicious bishop at the head of the chaplains, one to whom the 

* Since the delivery of the above speech on the 4th of October, the following Gazette 
Notice appeared in the Times of the ist of November. At the Court at Balmoral, the 
23d day of October 1876, Her Majesty was pleased to approve that the officer selected for 
the appointment of Chaplain of Greenwich Hospital, bemg relieved from all duty at the 
school, should, in addition to his clerical duties at Greenwich Hospital, have the respon- 
sibility of advising the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty as to the selection, &c., of 
candidates to fill the position of Chaplain in Her Majesty's Fleet, and that he should be 
styled " Chaplain of the Fleet," and be granted a salary of £650 per annutn, inclusive of 
his half-pay, with ^2, 2s. per week for lodging allowance. 
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chaplains would pay a due deference on the one hand, and who', would act aa assessor, in cases 
of religions dispute, to the Board of Admiralty on the other. It was Archdeacon Benison, 
I think, who spoke of the episcopate being the mainspring of the Church, whilst Canon 
Ash well observed that the superintendence of the bishop elicits enthusiasm in the ranks of 
the clergy, and as far as the clergy in the navy are concerned, I believe they will hail the 
proposition with pleasure. I only hope that the Church at large, as well as those vho 
care for the navy, the seamen, and the large class of people connected with shipping, will 
do all they can in promoting legislation in this direction. One word now about the mer- 
cantile seamen. From a return for 1875, the number of deaths in the mercantile marine 
^^^ 5393) of which 3263 were by drowning, and two- thirds of them by drowning when 
vessels were wrecked. A large number of these men come from onr training ships, where 
they are instructed to a certain extent in the truths of religion. We hear of well authenti- 
cated instances where a person recovered from drowning has been conscious at the moment of 
seeming dissolution of every act and incident of his life, all crowded together, yet each distinct. 
There are some such supreme moments in the life of most, and how often in the death of 
many. And may it not often be the case in the death of the drowning seaman ? Re- 
member, it is in the fulness of life and vigour that the sailor so dies; it is not with mind 
and faculties enfeebled and attenuated by disease or protracted illness, that he then faces 
death ; the tension of mind and soul is at its height, and who can say, but that in such an 
hour a word taught at a mother's knee, or some long-forgotten prayer of the ordained 
services of a Church, that had recognised him as her own when a boy, recurring to his 
mind, might bring a hope to the struggling sailor, which an eternity shall realise. We 
have listened, to a plea (most eloquent and just) for an increase of the episcopate ; and al- 
though it may sound like a play upon words, I too am hoping for a new See, a bishop of 
t he Sea, a maritime episcopate, to include not the navy only, but the entire maritime 
population of this country, a charge not unworthy the highest religious care. We are 
apt to speak of a sea-girt Isle and its security, but that seeming strength would be our 
weakness but for those who battle with that sea. It is for these men I have been asked 
to speak. Let, then, the Church but recognise it as one of her duties to plead for the spiri- 
tual interests of the seafaring population of this country, and the laity will not be indiffer- 
ent to her appeal. 



Commander Wm. Dawson, R.N. 

Thb Missions to Seamen Society endeavours to convey the ministrations of the Church to 
seamen — i. in the merchant service, 2. in the Boyal Navy, and 3. the fishermen, &c., 
aroond our shores. But I intended to confine my remarks exclusively to the foreign- 
going merchant seamen. 

There are about 250,000 British merchant seamefa scattered in some 36,000 ships over 
the whole world, acting, however unconsciously, as missionaries, always itinerating, and 
ever preaching by their lives to new nations, being literally "living epistles known and 
read of all men." These, the advanced guard of the Church in propagating the gospel 
in foreign parts, spend half their lives on the high seas, and the other half in sea-port 
parishes at home, or abroad. 

The National Church has duties towards the national seamen. It has to train these 
250,000 missionaries. Most merchant seamen arei baptized members of the National 
Church. Many of .them have been brought up in its schools. True, they are not 
and cannot be either householders or pewholders. They must therefore be lifelong 
"strangers" in the House of God, and they are too often ''strangers" fo the House 
of GtxL They have been too much neglected .by the National Church, and their moral 
and spiritual condition is frequently most deplorable. 

The life on shipboard, the saikra' liome, is of great importance. A prayerless ship is 
an abomination. In every vessel of the Royal Navy (and two-thirds of them do 
not carry chaplains), tmited prayer is held every day, with the very best effect. But in 
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the British Mercantile Marine, Divine "vrorship on the Lord's Day is the exception rather 
than the role. The Chnrcdi of Bngland has immense adYantages in catering for seamen. 
Nonconformity, with its extempore system, demanding the living voice of the minister ever 
present to the ear, is nnable to follow np the seaman's life over the trackless ocean ; and 
though it has made noble and widely-extended efforts on his bebelf, the prevailing desecra- 
tion of the Lord's Day on shipboard, and the low spiritual condition of foreign-going mer- 
chant seamen is undeniable. Whereas, if the National Chnrch would but rise to its 
duties towards merchant seamen, it has in its Prayer-book a most efficient substitute for 
the presence of the clergy, a valuable home-reminder, prayers for almost every variety of 
circumstance in health, sickness, and death, as well .as special petitions for the use of 
those at sea. It only requires that laymen should be taught its value and how to make 
use of it. It was a 'foremast merchant seaman, taught of God, who gave me the best 
lesson I ever received on the spiritual force and value of the Book of Common Prayer. To 
arrange for Divine worship on board every British merchant ship, is the first duty of tlie 
National Church towards our national seamen. Sailors feel that — 

'Tis something that we kneel and pray 
With loved ones near and far away ; 
One Lord, one faith, one hope, one care. 
One form of words, one common prayer. 

Then, in forei^ and colonial ports, merchant seamen should be personally invited 
to attend Divine service, either in churches on shore or on board the ships of war at the 
anchorage. A kindly word is doubly welcome when far from home, a stranger in a strange 
land. The Missions to Seamen has a chaplain for Singapore roadstead, and readers for 
the shipping at Lisbon and Malta, 

But the home ports must be the great base of all operations — (a) in the road- 
steads where fleets are windbound or "waiting for orders ;" (6) in the docks and in the 
lodging-houses in waterside parishes ; (c) and in the inland homes of sailors. 

The Church's ministratigns are conveyed by the Missions to Seamen to the fleets in 
twelve roadsteads around our stormy shores, viz. : Kingroad off Bristol, Penarth off 
Cardiff, Milford Haven, Falmouth Beads, Plymouth Sound, Portland Roads, The Solent, 
The Downs, Great Yarmouth, The Tyne, Passage off Waterford, and Cork River, besides 
the three ports abroad. 

What specially conoems this Congress is the ever-changing inhabitants of the docks 
and lodging-houses in our parishes. An island Church ought not to be afflicted with 
ecclesiastical hydrophobia. The shipping are in parishes. If a box of gold were labelled 
for the parish in which it might happen to be found, and were dropped into the water 
alongside these ships, there would be no difficulty in finding out what parish it was in. 
But, if the shipping in docks and harboors be not legally in parishes, the adjoining parish 
clergyman need not fear being hailed by any Saul of Tarsus, should he venture on the 
water. The parochial system ought to be made responsible for the moving population 
within its borders, whether floating in ships or staying in its lodging-houses. Many 
mercantile seaport parishes are rising to their responsibilities towards seafarers, and whoe 
they do so rise, no working men in the kingdom are found so willing to enter their churches, 
or to more heartily enjoy good, hearty, spirit-stirring services, than the homeless sailor. 
In twenty seaports, besides the twelve roadsteads at home and three abroad, the parochial 
clergy receive the aid of additional curates o/t Scripture readers, or. both, from the 
Missions to Seamen Society. Where the parochial machinery is most complete, the plan 
adopted is : — 

1. Ship-to-ship visitation, spedally immediately before the several services. 

2. Lodging-house visitation weekly, specially on Saturday and Sunday, to bring the 
newly-arrived sailors to church. 

3. A welcome at the church doors, and to be shown into the best vacant seats, 
and supplied with Prayer Books and Hymn Books, with the " placet ** nuoked in 
fthem. 
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' 4. Cheerful and hearty semces, with lots of ainging. . 

Am sailors are ever amying and sailing, the parish is, in short, in a ohxonio state of 
parochial mission. 

It is estimated that the parish chorch of St. Panl's, Bock Street, London, B., was 
attended by 7000 different seamen daring the year 1875, about 70 seamen attending each 
Sunday Service. Yet the vicar has 8000 resident parishioners to attend to. 

The parish chnrch of St. Luke's, Victoria Docks, L(>ndon, had about fifty to sixty sea- 
&rers at each Snnday serrioe last year ; whilst sixty-five of the ships leaving that parish 
had Sunday services at sea organised on board. Tet there are 8500 residents. 

The parish of Swansea has a special Sailors* Chnrch belonging to the Missions to Sea- 
men. It la very small, but it is full of sailorB enjoying very fae^urty servioes. Some 400 
seamen, now on the high seap, have communicated at that church. And the weekly 
offertory, exclusively from seagoing men and their'fiunilies, amounted to £84, 78. lod. last 
year. Of course, it is a free and open church. 

At Cardiff, we have only a ship for a church. But the serviees are very eheerful^ 
There were 8000 attendances of seamen at 114 church services, and aooo attendances at 
106 room services last year. Sixty seamen communicated. And twenty-seven ships had 
servioes on board when at sea. 

Where seaport churches fail to attract seamen, it will be found that they do not send 
out to the ships and lodging-houses to bring them in ; that they do not welcome them at 
the doors ; that they have dull, heartless, joyless services ; or that the best seats are appro- 
priated to the residents. 

Mission rooms have generally failed to attract sailors in any adequate numbers, because 
sailors are men of superior intelligence, who prefer, if they go anywhere, to have the 
regular built parson, the whole unmatilated service, a beautiful building, and the Church's 
services at their best. A seaboard vicar truly says : " Sailors prefer being in a mixed 
and rather large congregation, and avoiding anything like special services, designed for 
them as a distinct class." 

We all are but cold suitors ; let us move 
Where it is warmest. 

Leave thy six and seven ; pray with the most ; 
For where most pray, is heaven. 

Why should not all mercantile seaport churches swarm with sailors] Seaport parishes 
keep " free and open " pablic houses and brothels, which deprave and debauch the sailor. 
Seaport parishes are too often a curse rather than a blessing to sailors. Merchant seamen 
enter these parishes sober, healthy, respectable men, but they too often leave them 
drunken and diseased, instead of refreshed and strengthened for the work of God before 
them. The Archbishop of York, speaking of the Missions to Seamen Society, well said : 
"How can it be supposed that any foreign mission will prosper, so long as you wholly 
neglect the Christian condition of the sailor at home ? So long as you let every ship go out 
carrying with it moral corruption to heathen nations, they will necessarily judge of us by 
what they see, We send people from our seaports, where they have lived in drunkenness 
and immorality, to other seaports where, they expect to pursue the same course, and where 
they create worse ruin than they left behind them. I therefore say to every person who 
takes an interest in foreign missions, that this home misBion work seems to me to be its 
necessary complement Without some such agency, the work of foreign missions must 
fail, and £ul almost deservedly." 

The experience gained by the 4B Hon.-Chaplains, and by the 49 Mission Chaplains and 
Scripture Beaders of the Missions to Seamen, justifies the proposition for a general 
extension of this branch of the Church's labour. 

(a.)' Let all sea-coast diocesans take conventional charge of living souls within three miles 
of their shores; and let them ask the waterside clergy how many sea-going men attend 
church t how many communicate 1 and how many ships leaving their parishes hold Divine 
•erviee when at sea ? 
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(6.) Let all waterside parishes be extended conventionally over the neighbouring watecB ; 
ships and lodging-houses be their speciality : free and open churches be a mne qwi non in 
them ; extra clergy and lay helpers be engaged ; and a chronic state of parochial miasfon he 
established. 

(c.) Let the Special Service of Intercession for those aiseah^ used once a week in every 
seaport church ; and in inland churches whenever it blows. 

{d,) Let the several dioceses strengthen the hands of seaboard incumbents by providing 
the ways and means, to enable the Missions to Seamen Society to furnish them with addi* 
tional curates and readers. 

(e.) Let the work of Missions to seamen and passragers be pleaded in every pulpit ia 
these islands once a year. Sunday, the 22d of October, when the 107th Psalm wiU be 
read, has been specially suggested as the National Seamen's Sunday for this year when 
the duties of the Church towards her sailor sons might be considered. Upwards of 3000 
churches have contributed offertories for Missions to seamen, and this seems a very practical 
mode of helping seaport parishes to rise to their solemn responsibilities, worthy the imita- 
tion of other members of this Church Congress. 



DISCUSSION. 
Mr. Mark Knowles. 



Those who have already addressed you |from this platform this afbemoon, have been 
gentlemen directly connected with the army or navy, but I claim to be heard from another 
standpoint. I have, during the greater portion of my life, been engaged in trade, but for 
the last three years I have devoted myself to mission work in common with the Church of 
England Temperance Society, and during that period I have been brought into contact 
with soldiers and sailors frequently, so I claim some knowledge of what ought to be done 
to improve the work of the Church in the army and navy. I cannot help feeling that a 
great deal that Archdeacon Denison said upon the action of the various governments in 
their miserable chipping and cheese-paring policy, during the last twenty years, to reduce 
the national expenditure a few pounds, is true, and it has fallen mainly on those who can 
least bear it. It has reduced the cost of all the spiritual agency in the army and navy, 
and, as a result, a frightfal amount of crime has sprung from these two servides. The 
present Government is said to be a good sound conservative one, and the*professed friend 
of the Church, but it has never been strong enough to woi^ a religious reform, so far as 
the army and navy are concerned. 1 venture to say that the army and navy will do well 
to have a bishop on their own account, and I believe that a large sum of money expended 
in establishing a bishopric, or two bishoprics if you like, would be well spent. If the con- 
nection between Church and State is worth maintaining, why should not its good effects he 
directed to the army and navy 1 You have in the army and navy a paternal system of 
govemm(»t. The men are clothed, housed, and fed, by the authorities, and why should 
there not be a supply of spiritual food as complete as that for their bodily wants 1 Why 
should they be made an exception, and made to feel that they are not a part of the nation 
in the matter of its religious life? It is a reflection on our nation that something has not 
already been done- in this work. We must feel this, that we lose a vast amount of money 
by this cheese^paring policy. We are making criminals and then putting ourselves to great 
cost to punish them. If instead of this we gave soldiers and sailors a fair chanoe of fight- 
ing a stand-up battle against irreligion and all that demoralises and degrades them, in a 
very few years the two services, instead of being a source of continual annoyance and 
trouble to those in authority, would become a fine body of intelligent, hard workioK, 
and Christian-minded men, working in the interests of the great Natiodal Church, and 
returning home at the end of their terms of service, each to his parish, a centre of infloenoe 
worth a dozen of those undenominational religionists floating about through the air like a 
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thin web, and riglitly denominftted nnattaohed Christians, but a posHiTe nuisance to the 
eonntry. NevertheleBs, what do we find if we go to Aldershot or LiverpooU what is the 
result of Tolontary work? The teaching proceeds on the idea that sach things as Baptism, 
and the Sacrament of the Lord's Sapper, are not at all essential, and these people, preach- 
ing a creed which is absolutely £ital to the end they hare in yiew themselves, fedl to attract 
the soldier or the sailor, because of this palpable defect. Why should this be so 1 If this 
great English nation does take an interest in the »rmj and nary, why should not those in 
authority come to the front and no Icmger depend upon voluntary effort alone? The radical 
demagogues tell us that the Gharch is a National Church using National money, and persist 
in saying that the country is still taxed to support it. Let us make them do what they 
say they are doing, if it can be done in no other way, and pay an additional tax to make 
spiritnal provision for the soldiers and sailors. Soldiers and sailors.are accustomed to go 
upon authority, and they do not think much of that which is merely permitted, but when 
they find the work taken up by one in authority, they will give it their attention and 
respect. Looking at it in that light, what do we find 1 At the South Camp Church* 
Aldershot, in 1873, the greatest number of Easter Communicants was 43, but during the 
last few years there has been some i^al Church work in the camp, with sound Church 
teaching, and what has been the result] Why, last Easter-day 205 soldiers com- 
monicated. % To Churchmen the true test of spiritual life is the number of Churchmen who 
come regularly to God's Holy Table. Tou may talk about services being attended, but I 
venture to say that Church work must ever be measured by the attendance at the Lord's 
Table; therefore I measure this work in that way, and with a more extended service in 
operation greater success will follow. I urge you, therefore, to make this question of spirit- 
oal supplies for the army and navy an election cry, and when conservative members, with 
their cheese-paiing policy, come to you for your suffrages, put these questions to them : 
"Now, what are you prepared to do for our soMiers and sailors when you get into the 
House of Commons 1 Will you give them a bishop and more chaplains, and will you do 
something to make them feel that they are men and brothers." May I give one word of 
advice to the clergy who occasionally preach to soldiers 1 A friend of mine said to me the 
other day, " I remember seeing the faces of a chapel full of men fall when the text was 
given out * Fight the good fight of faith.' Their looks seemed to say ' we have heard that 
text for the last 20 years from stranger after stranger who has visited us,"' Cannot you 
clergymen forget sometimes that they ar& soldiers, and remember they are Englishmen. 
Talk to them as men, and let them forget that they are soldiers, make them feel that a 
soldier is bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, direct his attention more to Him who is 
the Prince of Feace^ tell him more of the glories of the Church triumphant and a little less 
of the Church militant. You will, with the blessing of God, have the satisfaction of finding 
the soldier is more likely to be attracted by the bands of love than you imagine. 



Earl Nelson. 



I HAYB no objection to a bishop for the army or navy, or, indeed, to a bishop for each 
service — in fact, at Liverpool I specially advocated it ; at thesame time, if we are to really 
do effectual Church-work in the army and navy and amongst the waterside population, we 
must be very careful that we treat them as the Church treats them — as an essential part of 
our Church of England, and not as a church within a church. I am afraid that we are 
too much inclined to treat them as a church within a church. Young men get into some 
scrape and go into the army or to sea to get out of it, and in many cases the clergyman has 
felt glad to get rid of them, and too frequently thinks no more about them. The 
parochial clergyman ought to write to the chaplain about the young men going from his 
parish, so that home influences may be brought to bear upon him. In my own parish, 
when a soldier returns home on leave in his uniform, he is generally proud and pleased to 
attend his parish church, and see old faces and friends, and more might be done in bringing 
home recollections to bear ux)on him when he is away from home. The parochial dorgy 
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are too often indined to give th« ohapUdDS the cold shoulder, as if th^ belonged to another 
section of the Ghnrch altogether. When an army ehaplain oomeB into a district he onght 
to help in the serrioes, and bring many of his soldiers to a sendee at the parish chnreb. 
If we hare a bishop for the army or a bishop for the navy, I hope he will not be put in an 
inferior pesition, bat that he wHl be put on an equal footing witii the other bishops of the 
Chnrch« I do not see why an energetic, active chaplain shonld not occasionally haTe his 
services recognised by an appointment and some post of dignity in the Home Chnzeh. It 
is necessary to have chapels in barracks, and that the men shonld formally go to sodm 
■services in them ; bat it will be good for the soldiers to come at times to the parish 
ehnrch in a less formal way. There must be great formality at the chapel where the 
officers and men meet together with their official distinctions at the waterside mismon. As 
Canon Bobinson suggested — ^the people coming into harbour shonld be looked on as a 
part of the parish, and additional curates should be provided by the diocese to make np 
for the spiritual necessities thus brought upon seaside psrishe& 



The Eev. John Scarth, Vicar of Holy Trinity, Milton, next 
Gravesend ; Honorary Secretary to the St. Andrew's 
Waterside ChurcU Mission. 

I WILL briefly refer to the duty of the Church to our sailors in foreign parts. The sailors 
ought to be helped when abroad as well as when at home. By the action of the Govern- 
ment many of the consular chaplains have lost their stipends, but if the Church 
acts rightly, she will take care that these consular chaplains be maintained and 
supported. They shonld be assisted at least by some missionary society, for the sailors' 
sake. The Bishop of Gibraltar asked me to look out for a suitable chaplain for Sulina, 
Smyrna, and other ports in the Levant, as the St Andrew's Waterside Mission was 
already helping the chaplains at Genoa, Leghorn, Naples, Corfu, &c. This sort of work must 
be done by some definite society, for it is no use generalising, saying, " The Church must 
help." It is as necessary for individuals to help as it is for mission work to be carried on, 
as Canon Kobinson said, to individual men. So I appeal to every one who cares for 
sailors to do something on their behalf. 

There is one point that is essential for mission work among sailors; there must be no 
doubt as to the course we steer. The Church of England at home may be looked upon 
as a ship at anchor. She shows one light to define her position ; she is in safety, and will 
run no one down ; but when she begins to move she must carry other lights, then when 
she moves in the darkness, in her missionary character, her course is clearly defined^ there 
need be no fear of collision. The danger is when one light on one side only is shown, 
and only those on that side are allowed tb know the way she steers ; all others may be 
in danger of being run down. Missions that profess to represent the Church should 
show all the lights and hide none ; then two can work in safety even in the same 
channel. If we desire to benefit the sailors we must work together ; it is always s 
pleasure to find unanimity in a good cause. 

As the '* Society for Missions to Seamen " have given out their papers so lavishly to-day, 
I have not, on the part of St. Andrew's Waterside Mission, distributed any, lest by 
doing so, I might appear to act in opposition, when my desire is that we should act 
cordially together. 

General Sir Percy Douglas, Bart. 

I AX induced to appear before this audience in order to afford the testimony of an old 
officer, to the great and happy change which has taken place in regard to the religious aspect 
in the army. I have now been nearly fifty-seven years in H. M. service, and of these about 
fifty years on full pay, and I should, indeed, have been blind and deaf to what was going 
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on around me, if I oonld not form a &irly correot opinion of the nndeniablo change which 
has taken place for the better in all ranks of the army. In the audience I see before me, 
the clergy aeem to form a considerable majority. Ton, reverend gentlemen, have a very 
great x>ersonal interest in the matter under discoasion, for no dais furnishes greater num- 
bers, comparatively, of candidates for commissions in the army. The martial spirit of our 
race is very pronoonced amongst your sons. Well ! I am happy to be enabled to congra- 
tulate yon, as I congratulate myself upon the better example and the better influences 
which will snrroimd onr sons, aod the men of all ranks in the service, than those which 
prevailed when I joined the army. I have a young son about entering the service, the 
Royal Artillery, I hope. Well ! I rejoice to know that though he will have like tempta- 
tions as myself to encounter, to wean him from his course as a Christian gentleman, that 
he will, on the other hand, have the aid and the protection of a happier example, and of 
more Christian assodations, than surrounded my early youth in the army. With regard 
to the action of the Church in the army, I would notice what fell from the reader of the 
first paper, stating that he, a military chaplain, was prevented by orders from the Adju- 
tant-General from imparting occasional religious instruction to the soldiers under his 
spiritual charge ; I was astonished to hear this statement. I have been, not very long 
since in a wide command, and I certainly never experienced anything of this sort. I can 
only say, that if I had been ordered to restrain any chaplain from affording religious 
instruction to the men, provided they were not of a controversial and proselytising cha- 
racter, for this would have produced discord instead of peace, my conscience might have 
applied the thumb-screw, but it could not have made me disobey an order, but I think 
that if my convictions were then what they are now, and I do not think they have ' 
changed, I should have requested permission to resign my command under drcnmstances 
BO repugnant to my convictions, and so little creditable to the military administration. 
But I feel assured there is some great misconception in regard to this case ; I will make 
inquiry upon the subject ; and if it ever happened, which I doubt, I will move heaven and 
earth that such a thing shall.not occur again. 

With regard to the observations of the gallant admiral who preceded me, in relation to 
the appointment of a bishop for the oversight of the naval chaplains, I would observe that 
we have a Inshop as ChapIain-G-eneral of the army, and perhaps this would suffice for the 
navy. My Lord, I believe I know how to command soldiers, but a painful event con- 
vinced me that I was not able to command clergymen, and I requested the bishop to take 
the oversight of the officiating not commissioned chaplains in my command. The bishop 
meet kindly assented, and my orders were most cheerfully complied with ; but if any offici- 
ating chaplain had disobeyed the bishop, I should have sent him home immediately. 

As to the British soldier himself, if he have one distinctive characteristic, it is his 
loyalty to his sovereign, and his devotion to, and readiness to follow, his officers in all 
thinga — on to the breach or into the crioket field, on the road to death, and into the straight 
path which leads to life eternal. Hence the force and the unspeakable value of good 
example from the superiors. Soldiers are a most hopeful class, they are most impressionable 
for good. Kindness of demeanour, justice and firmness in command, and the exhibition of 
the life of a Christian gentleojan od the part of the officers, will had vast numbers of these in 
the right way. The Rev. Canon Robinson in his paper laid down, with great emphasis, that 
men mustbedealtwith individually in religious matters. I fully agree with him, butthechap- 
lains are not in sufficient numbers to do this. There is, however, an organisation or society, 
not strictly a Church one, which does much to. assist the chaplains. I mean the Army 
8eriptnre Readers' Society, whose agents are placed under the orders of the chaplains. The 
Church has omitted to take up this branch of her legitimate work, and the before-men- 
tioned aSBodation has stepped in and has done a great work amongst the soldiers. But 
there is still ample room for the Church to enter upon this work, and to snpplement the 
efforts of the original sodety. I should like to see a good organisation by the Church of 
Seripture Readers for the army, but all controversies must be avoided in the army, consti- 
tuted as it is. I believe that such a sodety would strengthen the hands of the chaphdns, 
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would ooii£ar vast benefits apon the soldiera, and tbat such a work would be nnctioned by 
the militarj authorities. The chaplains or others might point out many old soldieis, goud 
Christian men, who, upon leaving the service, would, with a little good instmetion, he well 
fitted for this work; and they would be most valoable aids to the chaplains from their 
knowledge of the soldier and his habits. This is a matter which deeply eonoems the 
country at large. (Jnder our present system of short service, great numbers of men will 
be returned into dvU life out of one rank, and it is of the utmost moment that these men 
should have had such training under the colours as shall make them a Uening, and not 
the reverse, to society. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING, ^th OCTOBER. 



The Right Rev. the President took the Chair at ten minutes 

past Seven. 

CENTRAL AFRICA ; IN RELATION TO MISSION WORK, 
SLAVE TRADE, AND COMMERCE. 

PAPERS. 

Right Honourable Sir Bartlk Frerb, Bart."*^ 

I propose to lay before the Church Congress a short account of the recent 
development of Christian Missions on the East Coast of Africa^ and to 
indicate the mode in which they are likely to be affected by the plan for 
an International Association for the Exploration and Civilisation of 
Central Africa, which His Majesty the King of the Belgians has lately 
placed before a Conference of Geographers and others which he sum- 
moned at Brussels in September last. 

The Eong's Speech at the opening of the Conference has been already 
published at length in the English newspapers, together with a sketch of 
the discussions at the sittings of the Conference and the resolutions 
arrived at. It is therefore only necessary here to note briefly the main 
features of the King's plan, as they may affect missions. 

Central Africa has for ages been almost closed and lost to the rest of 
the world, except as a nursery and hunting-ground for slaves. Admirably 
adapted by nature for producing and exporting almost every kind of 
tropical or subtropical raw produce, and for consuming in large quantities 
the products and manufactures of the rest of the world. Central Africa 
has for three centuries exported little except slaves, every one of whom 
has been proved in the clearest manner to be procured at the cost of 
many other human lives, while the process of hunting for them keeps 
the whole country in a state of perpetual insecurity and barbarisnou 

The annual loss of life has been repeatedly proved to be some hundred 
times greater than the slaughter in Bulgaria which has so recently shocked 
the whole civilised world. No one who has any instinct of humanity can 
refuse to aid in putting a stop to such a horrible waste of human life 
and of the good gifts of the Almighty. 

* In the nnayoidable absence of Sir Bartle Frere^ the i)aper was rearl by the Secretaxy* 
the Rev. C. T. Wilkinson. 
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But how is this to be effected! 

GoTemments and diplomatists have done, and are doing, their part, 
bnt they can achieve little without the aid of explorers and enterprising 
travellers to penetrate regions where mistrust of every man's neighbour 
has hitherto barred the road to all but the armed bands of slave-hunting 
men-stealers. Naturalists and men of science must follow the explorer to 
ascertain and report the natural riches of the country ; missionaries must 
follow to teach and civilise ; and men of commerce to trade and assist the 
development of lawful industry. 

All men of these classes who are interested in Central Africa are 
awakening to the importance of opening roads and forming stations which 
shall be centres of security and civilisation. But all are at present work- 
ing separately, often going ineffectually over the same ground, and losing 
time, energy, and mOney, in repetitions of the same labours, yielding 
comparatively small results. 

The King's idea is, by means of an international association, to unite 
all these efforts as far as they have common objects in view, to make 
known to all classes interested in the great work of exploring and civil- 
ising Africa the scattered items of information which now escape notice 
in separate transactions and reports, to concert united action where united 
action is necessary or practicable, and to aid in laying before the govern- 
ments and communities of the civilised world such requisites of their great 
task as can only be supplied by national or diplomatic effort. 

One of the first wants is, of course, to open roads and to establish 
stations — stations hospitaliers et sctentifiqiieSf as they were termed in 
the King's address — ^which may serve as points of refuge for the weak 
and needy, as bases of further operations for the explorer and the man of 
science, as resting places for . the traveller and missionary, and as centres 
of commerce. 

All experience shows that the establishment of such stations is not 
only practicable, but that it is the only way in which the objects I have 
enumerated can be effectually promoted. 

The discussions of the Congress threw much unexpected light on this 
part of the King's project. Amongst the travellers who had attended His 
Majesty's summons were such men as Drs. Nachtigal, Schweinf urt, and 
Rohlfs, from Berlin ; Lux, from Austria ; 'Snd above all our own country- 
men, Grant and Cameron, who are both among the few living travellers 
who have succeeded in passing from sea to sea — Cameron from east 
to west. Grant from south-east to north — across the great continent. All 
these explorers gave vivid descriptions of the obstacles which had barred 
their progress, and of the mode in which such obstacles might in future 
be overcome, and there was a general concensus of opinion that few things 
could conduce more to open out Central Africa than the careful selection 
of routes to be traversed, and the establishment of stations, well selected, 
on such routes, as bases of further exploration. ' 

A general sketch of such routes from E. to W. and from N. to S. 
through the centre of Africa was laid before the Congress ; but it was 
determined to leave it to separate national committees to follow up this 
work, and to find the means of executing it. 

Let me now say a few words as to how this scheme would affect the 
missions on the East Coast of Africa. 
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Sir Fowell Buxton laid before the Conference a list of the setUemoits 
or missions now being formed in equatorial AMca, and I can testify 
that even those who had paid most dose attention to the subject were sur- 
prised at the great recent development of missionary enterprise which was 
thus brought to their notice. 

I will briefly recapitulate some of the facts noticed in Sir Fowell 
Buxton's address. 

It must be borne in mind that the Portuguese, who so long held 
possession of this eastern coast of Africa, if they ever established any 
missions, in our sense of the word, left no trace of their labours, — except 
the ruins of some churches at the great ports on the coast — and that 
forty years ago there was not a solitary Christian congregation or minister 
of the Christian religion to be found between Socotra and Cape 
Delgado — the present northern frontier of the Portuguese possessions. 
Along this coast, extending for 1500 miles in a direct line, such Chiia- 
tiamty as may have once existed had entirely disappeared, and tihe only 
notable foreign commerce which existed was that in slavea 

I. The Church Missionary Society was the first to establish an 
active mission on this coast — at Mombasa — a position wisely selected 
by Drs. Krapf and Rebmann in 1844. 

For many years this mission continued at Mombasa and at 
Kissoludni, about sixteen miles inland, with little external increase or 
development, but it was far from being inoperative ; for several natlTes 
were taught and baptized. The missionaries made many friends among 
the Waniko tribes, and, above all. Dr. Bebmann accumulated vast stores 
of philological research which will be invaluable to all future missionaries 
and promoters of civilisation iu that region. 

During the last three years this mis^on has been greatly strengthened 
and extended by the Church Missionary Society. The Rev. William 
Price — ^who at the Church Missionary Station at Nassick, near Bombay, 
trained the " Nassick Boys " who so nobly brought home Livingstone's 
body — has lately transplanted to Mombasa a considerable colony of 
liberated slaves found in slave dhows, captured by our cruisers, and 
made over to his care for education at Nassick. These children have 
been carefully trained by him in various industrial arts as well as in 
the Christian religion. This establishment at Mombasa promises to 
become a most valuable base of operations on the northern part of the 
negro coast, towards the mountain ranges of KiUimaiijaro and Keenia, 
and the northern Lake Country about the Victoria Nyanza. 

The outlay at Mombasa during the last two years has amounted to 
^7600, and the staff of the mission consists of two ordained missionaries, 
one layman. Commander Russell, R.N., one medical man, and a 
schoolmaster, all Europeans, besides several native Christians, educated 
at Nassick, whence almost the whole of the staff of the Rev. Mr. Price's 
Negro Industrial School have been moved. If this establishment 
prospers, as it promises to do, it may prove a great centre of civilisation 
and Christianity whence missions may radiate into the interior. One 
such branch has been already projected by the Christian Missionary 
Society, who propose to establish a mission in the country of Ugands 
and Earague between the Lakes Victoria and Albert A special fund 
has been collected for this purpose, amounting to ;^ 13,000, and w 
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a first step inland from Mombasa, it is proposed to establish a 
settlement in the high lands of Usagara, the first region which rises 
above the low and unhealthy tracts near the coast on the route which 
is at present most frequently used from the Sea to Lake Tanganika. 

II. The Universities Mission under Bishop Steere is one result of the 
effect produced on our Church by Livingstone's first great journey. It 
was mainly supported by the English and Irish Universities, and its 
establishment was entrusted to Bishop Mackenzie. After his lamented 
death its head-quarters were removed from the Zambezi valley to 
Zanzibar, where, under Bishop Tozer, Dr. (now Bishop) Steere established 
industrial schools and a farm to give occupation and instruction to slave 
children rescued by our cruisers, and where Dr. Steere has collected and 
in part printed, by the bands of educated negro Chnstians who were once 
slaves, a most valuable series of elementary, educational, and devotional 
works in the native dialects of East Africa, translations of portions of the 
Scriptures and litui^, grammars, vocabularies, school-books, &c., all of 
the utmost practical value to missionaries, travellers, and educated 
natives. Dr. Steere is building a church on the site of the former slave- 
market, and has at Zanzibar itself — 

1. An hospital 

2. At Mbweni, four miles firom the town, an agricultural settlement of 
adult free slaves, and a school for girls and infants. 

3. At Eingani, a mile and a half from Zanzibar, a boys' school and a 
printing press. 

4« A station at Magila on the mainland to the north-west of Zanzibar, 
and about forty miles in a direct line from the coast. 

The European staff of the Universities Mission consists of the bishop 
(Dr. Steere), four ordained missionaries, two schoolmasters, a master 
printer lEtnd master ca^rpenter, and two ladies who superintend the 
schods. 

Bishop Steere proposes to establish another station on the mainland, 
to the north or north-east of Lake Nyassa ; and his journey of exploration 
firom Lindi, a port between Kileva and the river Eobuma, in the early 
part of this year, has been published as an occasional paper of the Cen- 
tral African Mission, and forms an important contribution to the missionary 
literature of this region. The bishop's plan, of which his journey proved 
the great practical advantages, is in fact a realisation of one of Livingstone's 
great ideas. Further information regarding the mission and the bishop's 
plans may be obtained from the secretary at the office of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gk)spel, in Delahay Street, Westminster. 

IIL Next in order of date, in establishment on this coast, is the French 
Roman Catholic Mission, a large and well organised institution under 
P&re Homer and several priests, lay brethren, and sisters of charity. 

At Bagamoys this admirably organised mission has a large farm of several 
hundred acres, schools for girls and boys, an hospital and accommodation 
for travellers, who are always most kindly and liberally entertained by 
the brethren. They proposed, when I visited them in 1873, ^^ establish 
a station some miles inland clear of the coast swamps, and about a stage 
or two on the great road to the interior. But I ha^e not yet heard 
whether their intention has been carried out 

IT. livingstonia, at the south end of Lake Nyassa^ has been established 
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within the last two years by the Free Church of Scotland, which raised 
a fund of more than ten thousand pounds for the purpose. It is under 
the superintendence of the Bev. Dr. Stewart and Mr. Young, R.N., both 
friends and former companions of Livingstone, and possessing great 
African experience. They have two ordained missionaries and eight lay 
assistants, agriculturists, engineers, weavers, carpenters, and a seaman 
who assists Mr. Young in the management of the small steamer which 
they brought up the rivers Zambezi and Shire, carried in pieces round 
the Falls on the latter river, and with which they have circumnavigated 
Lake Nyassa. They find the lake to extend nearly a hundred miles farther 
north than was supposed, and that it fully answers in every respect 
Livingstone's description, as capable of becoming either a great facnlity 
for carrying on the slave trade, or an important means of checking it. 
The mere presence of the English steamer on its waters is stated to have 
already produced a great effect. 

V. The Established Church' of Scotland has already taken steps for 
placing a mission on the shores of the Lake Nyassa, in close proximity 
to their brethren of the Free Church. They have raised a fund of nearly 
five thousand pounds, and despatched Mr. Henderson, in company with 
the Free Church expedition, to choose a site for their future settlement. 
An ordained missionary and five or six artisana are about to follow. 

VL The London Missionary Society, which originally sent out Dra. 
Livingstone and Moffat, has determined to establish a mission, and. has 
collected a special fund of nearly £8000 for the purpose. They have 
deputed the Bev. Mr. Price, a grandson of Dr. Moffat's, and possessed of 
considerable missionary experience on the Cape frontier, to visit the 
Zanzibar coast, and prepare for receiving a party of six or eight members 
of the mission, who will leave England early in the spring .to join him. 
The party is to consist of Lieutenant S. G. Smith, E.N., two ordained 
missionaries, one of them educated as a medical man, two engineers, a 
carpenter and a blacksmith. Mr. Price has much experience in travel- 
ling with bullock- waggons, by means of which mostxif the exploring 
expeditions in Southern Africa have been made. The country between the 
sea and the lakes is (much of it) well suited for the transit of carriages 
during the dry season, and the swamps and belts of forest are capable of 
being passed by any energetic trader who can direct the labour of his 
followers in clearing a road. It is impossible to exaggerate the. value of 
wheeled carriages in such a country. It will go far to obviate the 
necessity for porters carrying loads on their heads and shoulders, which is 
one great incitement to slave hunting, as such porters at present afford 
the only means for carrying the ivory to the coast There can be. little 
doubt that if carts or waggons can be introduced, and tracks cleared to 
afford them passage, the civilising effect on the country between the 
ocean and the Lake District will be great and immediate. 

The Tzetze fly has hitherto been one great obstacle .to the use of 
wheeled carriages, or even pack cattle in Eastern Africa ; but Dr. Kirk, 
the Consul-General of Zanzibar, long since showed that, this fly is 
extremely local, and that vast tracts are to be found which are generally 
free from it ; that the places most infested by it can often be avoided 
by experienced guides; that the fly disappears when the couniry* is 
cleared and forsaken by the great game ; and that altogether thi Tzetze 
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is not snch. a formidable hindrance to the use of pack or draught cattle 
as was once supposed. 

Mr. Price has already trained cattle at Zanzibar to draw a rougk cart, 
with which he has made an experimental journey of nearly 100 miles 
on the mainland; and Bishop Steere, whose experience makes him a 
great authority on the subject, is said to have expressed an opinion that 
Mr. Price has already achieved an important success. 

VII. The Free Wesleyan Church has for several years had a mission 
established at Eib^, sixteen miles north-west of Mombasa, near the 
border country between the. negro races and the Gala and Sumali tribes. 
This mission is well placed for extension to the north of the lake region. 
The missionaries have already added greatly to our knowledge of those 
regions by the exploring tours of the Eev. Mr. Wakefield and the late 
Bey. Charles New, whose lamented death last year cut short a most 
promising and valuable career. 1 

It will be seen from the above details — 

Pirst, That there has been during the past three years a great impulse 
gi^Een to missionary effort on this coast, the number of societies at work 
has doubled, the missions of the older societies have more than doubled, 
and there is evidently in many branches of Christ's Church a warm and 
apparently abiding interest in the work of evangelising these long- 
neglected regions. 

Secondly, That all the societies at work recognise more or less the 
inaportance of industrial and civilising, as well as pure missionary 
influences. In this they only follow the example of the early Church, 
in converting the barbarian nations outside the ancient civilisation of the 
Hontan and Greek empires. 

Thirdly, It is clear that every one of these societies may derive ipost 
important aid from such a plan as His Majesty the King of the Belgians 
has recently devised for an international organisation for exploring and 
civilising Central Africa. Some of these societies have in part antici- 
pated the King's plan of establishing stations hospitaliers et scientifiques^ 
and more than one traveller has already found a bdse for his explorations 
at the hospitable missionary establishment on the coast Such travellers, 
as well as the missionaries, may benefit enormously by the establishment 
of international stations at intervals of two or three days' journey inland 
from the coast. Chains of such posts have been already su^ested by 
Mr. William Mackinnon at the Brussels Conference ; and from the speech 
of his friend, Mr. Stevenson, at the recent meeting of the British Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science at Glasgow, there seems every hope 
that a part at least of the scheme indicated by Mr. Mackinnon may be 
executed by the enterprising countrymen and townsmen of Livingstone. 
The scheme comprises a chain of posts from some port south of Kilwa 
to the northern end of Lake Nyassa, and thence to the southern extremity 
of Lake Tanganika. A second line would connect Ugigi with Bagamoyo 
or some neighbouring port 

A glance at the map will show that these lines would be most valuable 
and helpful to four of the six missions already established on the coast ; 
at the same time they are among the most important routes for commerce 
with the lake country. They would be supported by Dr. Kirk as 
important checks on the land-born slave trade, and they were selected 
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by Lieutenant Cameron as most promising for aiding to complete the 
unfinished work of himself and Dr. Livingstone, by enabling fakire 
travellers to solve the great geographical problems regarding the lake 
country west of Tanganika, and the vast basin of the Congo. 

The work is one in which commercial men seeking new routes and 
objects of traffic, scientific men and geographers exploring unvisited 
regions, philanthropists desiring to civilise Africa by abolishing slavery 
and the slave trade, and, above all, missionaries bearing the gospel of 
peace to the barbarous millions of Central Africa, are all deeply interested, 
and there is no branch of the Church on which the work has greater 
daims than on our own National Church. 

The brief details already given will show how actively other Churches 
are entering on this vast and almost untouched field of labour. It 
behoves us not to be behindhand. I have endeavoured to describe what 
an admirable commencement has already been made by our great societies 
and by the Universities Mission. In some respects the Central Afiican 
Mission as now organised by Bishop Steere, and the Church Missionary 
Society Mission at Mombasa as now conducted by the Bev. William 
Price, seem to me, as far as a layman can judge, better adapted to secure 
great and permanent success, and to be more in accordance with the 
early usages of the Christian Church in dealing with undviHsed heathen 
races than any I have seen. The want of men which, imtil lately, has 
been so keenly felt, has I am told been supplied, at least in part^ by the 
personal exertions of Bishop Steere and the Church Missionary Society. 
But there is still a very serious want of funds, especially for the Uni- 
versities Mission, and believing as I do that it is not only organised on 
sound Church principles, but that it is directed by one of the most self- 
denying, able, and successful missionaries I have ever met with, I would 
earnestly commend to my fellow-churchmen in this Congress a careful 
study of Bishop Steere's labours, with a view to giving active practical 
support to him and his fellow-missionaries. Churchmen can hardly be 
content to let a mission, which is so peculiarly the work of our great 
English and Irish Universities, languish for want of anything we can 
supply, or depend, as it has so much till lately, on the support of a single 
diocese. 

At the same time let us not neglect the great work of the Church 
Missionary Society at Mombasa, under the Rev. William Price, to whose 
devotion and success during a long life of missionary labour in India I 
can bear the testimony of an eye-witness. He has carried to his task in 
Africa^ experience as varied and matured as that of any missionary in his 
old fidd of labour in India ; and the Church may, I believe, safely trust 
to the guidance of such men in the great work of conveying to the un- 
dvilised millions of Central Africa the truths of the gospel as they have 
been taught in our own Church, since a similar work was first commenced 
under very similar difficulties on our own then barbarous shores, by the 
missionaries who had learnt the glad tidings of salvation at the feet of 
the apostles. 
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Eev. W. Salter Price, C.M.S., late Missionary of 
Eastern Africa. 

It is scarcely three years ago that the eyes of England and of the 
civilised world opened to the fact, that the interior of the vast continent 
of Africa was not, as our school maps had almost led us to suppose, a 
boundless plateau of sandy desert and dreary swamp, but a country of 
hills and valleys, possessing some of the £nest scenery in the world, and 
enjoying every gradation of climate — a country, moreover, peopled by 
teeming millions of human beings, of many tribes, made by the same 
Creator, and endowed by Him with the same feelings, faculties, and 
capacities as ourselves ; who had hitherto been excluded from the brother- 
hood of nations, left to die and perish, no man caring for their souls— a 
people answering more literally than any other I know of, to the 
description of the prophet Isaiah, ''A nation scattered and peeled, a 
people terrible from their beginning hitherto : a nation meted out and 
trodden down, whose land the rivers have spoiled." 

It concerns us not now to inquire minutely into the various causes 
which combined to bring about a better understanding of, and an 
awakening of interest in, the country and peoples of Africa. No doubt, 
the thrilling stories of adventure, the graphic description of countries 
before unvisited and unknown, and especially the harrovring exposure of 
the desolation caused by the iniquitous traf&c in slaves, given to the 
world in the narratives of the famous explorers. Burton, Speke, and 
Grant, had much to do in directing attention to the subject ; so that 
when the news came that David Livingstone, the great pioneer missionary 
and geographical explorer, was dead, and when this was followed by the 
touching story as to how his little faithful band of negro followers had 
carried up the bones of their loved master from the depths of Africa, and 
at the risk of their lives, in spite of many dangers and difficulties, had 
conveyed them, through a nine months' weary journey, to the coast, so 
that they might find an honoured resting-place with the brave, and great, 
and good of his own land ; I say when all this became known, it was as 
if an electric shock had passed from one end of England to another — all 
eyes were turned to Africa — and every man and woman, in city, town, 
and hamlet, began to feel somehow or other that he or she was identi- 
fied with the noble imdertaking to which their lamented countryman had 
consecrated Ids powers, and to which he had sacrificed his life. 

And now what do we see? We see men of different classes and 
proclivities, and inspired by a variety of motives, actively concerning 
themselves in the development of Africa and in the welfare of ber people 
— we see geographers more keenly intent than ever upon ascertaining the 
physical features of the interior, and upon finding a satisfactory solution 
of the long-vexed question as to the sources of the Nile. We see 
ethnologists sending out scientific agents to measure men's skulls, and te 
inquire into and report upon the peculiarities which characterise the 
various tribes. We see men of commerce awakening to the discovery 
that there are treasures which have been hid away for ages in the depths 
of Africa, which, by the expenditure of a little capital and enterprise, 

L 
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may be brought to light and turned to profit ; whilst philanthropists with 
laudable perseverance, encouraged by past success, are determined more 
earnestly than ever to do all they can to heal that " open sore " which is 
at once a blasting curse upon the country, and a standing reproach and 
disgrace to the civilised world. 

It must be confessed, I think, that this state of things constitutes a 
very solemn call to the Christian Church to be up and doing, and to go 
in and possess the land for Christ. And I rejoice to add that that call 
has met with a noble response. The Churches of Scotland have responded 
to it, and, with as little delay as possible, have organised amission on the 
southern shores of the Lake Nyassa. Bishop Steer e of the UniversitieB' 
Mission, making Zanzibar his head-quarters, has made a tour to the nor- 
thern extremity of that lake, and has prepared the way for future opera- 
tions there ; whilst the London Missionaiy Society are maturing their 
plans for planting a mission in the far interior, in the region of the Lake 
Tanganika ; and if I pass over these Christian efforts with a bare men- 
tion, it is not because I think lightly of them, or do not cordially sym- 
pathise with them, but simply from want of time. On the contrary, I 
do, from the bottom of my heart, say " God-speed " every effort being 
made — if honestly made — to publish in the dark places of Central Africa, 
God's great and only remedy for a sin-stricken world, ''Jesus Chnst 
and Him crucified." 

To the Church Missionary Society belongs the distinguished honour 
of having taken the lead, not only in missionaiy enterprise, but also in 
geographical discovery in Eastern intertropical Africa. More than 
thirty years ago, two of the Society's missionaries. Dr. Krapf and Mr. 
Eebmann, planted the first Protestant mission in that region. Their 
simple object was to propagate the gospel, and in pursuit of this, they 
made extensive tours into the interior. This led to the discovery of 
Kilimanjaro, a mountain covered with perpetual snow, situated nearly on 
the equator. In addition to this, they made minute inquiries from native 
travellers as to various routes, and as to the peculiar features of the 
countries in the interior. From information thus obtained they con- 
structed a map, laying down with an accuracy, marvellous under the 
circumstances, the position and contour of the lake system. The publi- 
cation of their discoveries took geographers by surprise, and formed the 
starting point for all those famous journeys and explorations which have 
been carried on from then till now. 

Two years ago, taking advantage of the newly-awakened interest 
^ in Africa, the Church Missionary Society sent out an expedition, in 
which I had the honour to bear a part, commissioned to revive the 
old Mombasa Mission, and to establish and organise a colony, where 
slaves rescued by our Government cruisers, and freed by the consul, 
might find a home, and be brought under the influence of Christian 
teaching and discipline. This was scarcely accomplished, when another 
expedition on a larger scale, was equipped and sent forth to carry the 
gospel and the arts of civilisation into the very heart of Africa; to 
the peoples living on the northern and western shores of the Victoria 
Nyanza. That expedition is now on its way. It is composed of brave 
Christian men, but they have a task of difficulty and danger before 
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them, and I earnestly commend them and their undertaking to the sym- 
pathies and prayers of God's people. 

It is highly satisfactory, and a cause for thankfulness to Almighty God, 
that among all the agencies at work for the enlightenment and welfare 
of Africa, the Christian Missionary occupies the forefnost place. 

But after all, we are only at the very beginning of a grand undertak- 
ing, and now is the time for those who have any practical suggestions to 
offer, to make them known. 

I notice that the subject for this meeting is set down as "Central 
Africa in relation to Missions, Slavery, and Commerce," and very properly, 
for these thtee interests are so closely linked together, that it is 
impossible to separate them or treat of one apart from the other. 

Let us endeavour for a moment to regard the subject from a missionary 
point of view. How shall we set about the evangelisation of Africa ? 
At once there rises up before us that stupendous obstacle, the institution 
of slavery, an institution which demoralises both master and slave, 
which unhinges society, and which indisposes men to receive a gospel 
which imposes upon every man the duty to love his neighbour even as 
himself. 

The Christian missionary has no fair field for propagation of the gospel 
in Africa till slavery as a system is abolished. Thank God much 
lias been effected the last two years in this direction. In the first 
place comes the treaty negotiated by Sir Bartle Frere with the 
Sultan of Zanzibar, by which fresh and important restrictions were 
put upon the transport of slaves from the east coast by seal And this 
has been followed and eclipsed by a proclamation issued a few months 
ago by the Sultan of Zanzibar, which goes far beycmd the most sanguine 
expectations ; for it makes the fitting out of a slave caravan a criminal 
act, and aims a death blow at the traffic by the land route. It deserves 
to be known better than it is that we owe this mainly, if not entirely, to 
the untiring efforts of Dr. Kirk, Her Majesty's Agent and Consul-General 
at Zanzibar, who has done more, perhaps, than any man living in the 
cause of slave emancipation. But will the proclamation have the desired 
effect ? Will it be faithfully carried out ? Well, so far as the Sultan is 
concerned, no doubt it is a concession to the feelings and wishes of the 
people of England, and there is no reason to doubt that he is honestly 
desirous of giving it full effect ; but it must be borne in mind that it is 
•a very unpopular measure with most of His Highness's subjects, who see 
in it only a sign " that the hope of their gains is gone." 

It rests mainly with the Government and people of England to see that 
the proclamation does not become a dead letter. The Sultan looks to 
them, and I hope he will not look in vain, to back him up in carrying 
out the policy so generously inaugurated. 

One simple and effective way of doing this is by assisting in developing 
the legitimate trade of the country. And here let me throw out one or 
two practical suggestions — (i.) For more than six months in the year, 
owing to the prevalence of certain winds and currents, intercourse between 
the various ports is almost entirely suspended, there is no outlet for the 
products of the country, and. the result is stagnation. The remedy for 
this is steam. Let a couple of steamers, adapted for passengers and 
cargo, be placed on the line; let them run regularly once or twice a 
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month between Brava and Zanzibar, calling ' at the intermediate ports of 
Lamu, Melinde, Takaungu, Mombasa, &c. You will by this means give 
new life to the. industries of the country, and, at the same time, most 
effectually contribute to the extinction of the slave traffic. One great 
virtue in this scheme is, that it is pretty sure to pay. 

Another way in which you may help forward the work of civilisation, 
and prepare the way for the spread of the gospel, is by the constrtLCtion 
of roads into the interior. The almost insuperable difficulties and vexa- 
tious delays which beset the traveller in Africa present one of the greatest 
obstacles to any extensive operations for the welfare of that country. 

Some months ago the London Missionary Society sent out an experi- 
enced missionaiy to ascertain the feasibility or otherwise of introducing 
waggons for the transport of goods, in the place of native porters whose 
innate laziness and treachery have proved such a frequent cause of trouble 
and hindrance to the traveller. Mr. Price, the gentleman in question, 
took a bullock-cart some forty miles into the interior, and he reports 
favourably of the scheme. I heartily wish it success, but, for my own 
part (and I have had some experience of rough travelling both in India 
and Africa), I am convinced that waggon-transport in Africa will be of 
little use without decent and practicable roads. 

An important movement has recently been set on foot, under the 
presidency of the King of Belgium, which ought not to be passed over. 
The main object, as I understand, of that movement is to open up the 
continent of Africa, and to assist in one way and another the various 
efforts which are being made to confer upon it the blessings of Christian 
light and civilisation. I am not in the secret as to the measures which 
have been decided upon for securing the objects in view. I only hear 
that one of them is to establish here and there on the main lines of route 
stations which shall form commercial centres, and posts of refuge for 
European travellers. If I may venture to do so, I would like from this 
place to say one earnest word to the leaders of this and of other similar 
organisations, and it is this : be very careful as to the style of men you 
send out ; sift them well, and find out beforehand whether they have or 
have not any rooted antipathy to their feUow-creatures, to whom it has 
pleased God to give a black skin and woolly hair ; let them be men who, 
in all their dealings with the natives, will know how to keep their 
tempers, and to combine firmness with gentleness — ^men who will keep 
faith with them, who will speak the truth and never swerve from it; 
above all, let them be men of settled Christian character, who, by the 
honesty of their dealings and the holiness of their lives, will maintain 
unsullied the good name of the Christian Englishman, and make it pos- 
sible for other Englishmen to follow in their track. 

And now, in conclusion, let me say, that 1 believe undoubtingly in 
the possible regeneration of Africa ; true, her chQdren have sunk very 
low, they are in evil case, but not so low that God's arm of mercy 
cannot reach them, and that Christ's blood cannot save and cleanse 
them. I have had much to do for many years with these poor outcasts ; 
I have seen them at their very worst, wben all that was good had been 
C];^shed out of them save the veriest traces of humanity ; and I have 
seen them, under the genial influences of Christian teaching and Christian 
love, awakening to new life and intelligence, and developing into a well- 
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ordered community, composed of Christian fathers and Christian mothers 
and Christian children. I believe a day of good things is dawning for 
poor, down-trodden Africa, and so, when I see so many agencies at work, 
I regard them not with any feeling of distrust or jealousy, but with 
unmixed satisfaction, for they are to me a hopeful sign that " God's 
time to favour Africa is come ; yea, the set time is come." 



ADDRESSES. 



Sir J. H. Kennaway, Bart., M.P. 

I THINK we may consider ourselves fortanate, in spite of our disappointment at the non- 
arrival of Commander Cameron, a man of whom, as Englishmen, we may well be proud. 
We are fortunate, I say, in having heard two able papers, representing the views of men 
so well qualified to tell us what has been done in the past, and the road which we ought 
to travel in the future. For myself, I can lay no claim to your attention as the admini- 
strator of a province, the maker of treaties, the traveller, or the missionary ; the only 
reason I can give you, in asking for your indalgence, is my earnest sympathy with this great 
work, and my great desire that the influence, the power, and the energy of this great 
country shall be put forth as far as in us lies, to make some reparation, feeble though it may 
be, for the wrong that Africa has suffered at our hands in times gone by. And in 
approaching this subject, we may well ask ourselves what it is in that vast continent, over 
which 80 many centuries have rolled without leaving any historic trace — what is it that 
exercises so wondrous a fascination on the interests, energies, and philanthropy of Eng- 
land 1 Various reasons and causes may be alleged. There is the natural and wondrous 
phenomena of that mysterious river, the Nile, flowing thousands of miles through arid 
d^erts without a tributary, and without rainfall, and yet by the beneficent order of Pro- 
vidence still affording sufficient water to cover with fertility the land of Egypt. Then 
there is the attraction of a blank map for the geographer, although that map kindly lent 
to lis by the Royal Geographical Society, you see hanging on my right hand, has become 
almost obsolete by the discoveries made during the past year. There are also attractions 
to the man of science, with new avenues of knowledge, new sources of information and 
power ; and besides that, the merchant is thinking of new outlets for his wares, and there 
are new races on which the missionary may expend all his self-sacrificing energy. All 
these considerations have acted and are acting upon the race that has colonised America 
and Australia, which is ever seeking for itself fresh outlets and new worlds to conquer, 
with a force which it is hardly possible to exaggerate ; but although we are proud of our 
colonising power, I hope we are prouder of the still greater boast that we have grappled 
and will ever grapple with the evils of the slave trade. When England awoke to a sense 
of the awful enormities of that traffic, when she by her self-sacrifice — a self-sacrifice at 
which the world stood amazed — ^purified herself of all stain or complications with it, she 
did not stop there, but.went still further and expended freely her blood and treasure on the 
West Coast of Afric^ in trying to put an end to it there too. Governments changed, and 
ministers came in and went out of office, but the policy of the country in this respect has 
never changed, and finding this detestable traffic in full swing on the East Coast of Africa, 
we brought to bear the same means and efforts to do away with it altogether. By subsidies, 
by treaties, and by our ships, we have worked in spite of disheartening influences until the 
result has been obtained so far as we can obtain it by these means. We have heard of the 
recent proclamation of the Sultan of Zanzibar, but the snake is only scotched, he is not 
killed ; and until we can bring other things to bear upon the matter the evil is not done 
away with. There are two ways of doing away with the slave trade. One is by influencing 
public opinion in slave-holding countries, an extremely difficult thing to do. We have 
reason to believe that the Khedive of Egypt has been honest in his endeavours to put 
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down the slave trade in his own dominions, hut he cannot trust those under him to fSuth- 
f ally cany out his directions. 

The other way to which I referred is the dealing with the traffic in countries from 
where the slaves come, and by the introduction of Christianity, and civilisation alongside 
Christianity, to cut off the supply of slaves, so that there shall be an end of it altogether. 
As we have been told to-night, it is necessary for us to look at this question from a com* 
prehensive point of view, and what we have heard of the necessity of the slave trade being 
grappled with before missionary work can be hoped to be successful, has been confirmed 
by Sir Samuel Baker, and was the conviction of David Livingstone. Sir Samuel Baker, 
in writing on this subject, said, that there would be little hope for the missionaries so 
long as the slave trade existed, and it was for this reason that Livingstone abandoned direct 
mission work and applied himself to the treatment of that which he regarded as the opea 
sore of the world, and in that battle, and for that cause, he nobly laid down his life. Yes, 
we must prepare the way for the missionary and the colonist by teaching slave-producing 
countries that they are really going against their own interests and destroying themselves. 
The explorer will lead the way of civilisation, and as the natives come more and more into 
contact with the white man, gradually new light will dawn upon them and two wants will 
make themselves felt. He, who before was satisfied with the merest natural requirements, 
will begin to covet things of more value, the use of which he was formerly unacquainted 
with. This desire will stimulate his powers of production, and the merchant will find a 
new outlet for his wares, and take a new product in exchange ; so little by little the change 
is effected and the dawn begins to show where it was all darkness before. This is the 
work which is beginning, and we are encouraged to believe what has been told us by Mr. 
Price, that there U hope for the regeneration of Africa ; for have we not proof of its practic- 
ability when we look to the West Coast, and see the flourishing settlements that have 
sprung up almost as if by magic since the slave trade has been abolished in that part of the 
country ? We have, too, the evidence of Bishop Crowther, a native African, a Bishop of our 
own Church, who tells us that he recently made a journey of twenty days, travelling fifceen 
or twenty miles a day, and every day had found five or six populous and flourishing villages; 
and this was in the country through which he was brought to the coast as a slaye, and 
then it was an utterly depopulated waste. We may look at the reports of tbe governors 
of those districts, and find that they agree in saying that the influence of the civilisation 
of these West Coast settlements is felt to the very heart of Africa. We may, too, look 
with pride at the Native Church now existing in Sierra Leone, which, rising to its own 
responsibilities, has not only decline^ to receive further aid, but is paying back £300 a year 
to the funds of the society to which it owes its existence, and is itself taking op 
the cares and responsibilities of missionary efforts. Who, then, shall say that we have no 
encouragement] The Government I am convinced will not be slow to recognise what the 
country expects of them, for in March last we had in the House of Commons a most satis- 
factory assurancel from the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs— Mr. Bourke, 
whose heart is in this work, and who said that England must go back to her previous 
policy, and every support must be given to the Sultan of Zanzibar ; and these efforts are 
licing made at the present time. By a statement made by Sir Fowell Buxton, I knov 
that from £40,000 to £50,000 has been expended already in making settlements and carry- 
ing them on, and I consider this some little contribution from England towards the debt 
she owes to Africa. Well may we Englishmen boast to have made this subject peculiarly 
our own, and I say this while recognising the travellers and explorers of other nations, for 
I think we may still claim the foremost place in this matter. But we must remember to 
the King of the Belgians is due the credit of being the first to recognise the fact that this 
subject was so great and important, that it is not the work of one nation, but it is the work 
of all Europe; and every nation should step in, and as far as possible share in the work 
too. Whether the plan of these scientific stations and these trade routes are possible or 
not remains to be seen. At all events, I am sure that the greatest good will have been done 
by public and general attention being called to this subject, and no one who had the honour 
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of attending the recent Conference on the subject called by the King of the Belgians can 
forget the earnest interest which His Maj esty showed, nor fail to be acted upon by the stimulus 
which must have been felt by all who obeyed His Majesty's summons. I neyer saw a man 
more earnest about anything in my life, and he said, " I only want one firanc from each 
person, and we shall then do the work in a manner worthy of a Christian continent. ** Mr. 
Secretary, you haye sounded the death-knell of many a speaker, and no doubt will soon 
sound mine, so I must not trespass longer upon the attention of Congress ; but I call on this 
assembly as representing the Church of England, and through the Church of England the 
people of England, to sound the death-knell of this accursed institution. Then, if England 
carries on the work as she has begun it, by Q^od*s help we may look forward to a glorious 
suoeess when will be fulfilled the prophecy of Mr. Pitt, who half a century ago said, '* The 
time will come when some of us shall look upon the reyerse of that picture from which 
we now turn with shame and regret. We may liye to see the natiyes of Africa engaged 
in the calm occupation of productiye industry, and in prosecuting an adyantageous and 
legitimate commerce ; we may see the bright beams of science and philosophy breaking in 
upon the laud, and joining their influence to that of pure religion illuminating and radiat- 
ing the most distant extremities of that yast continent." 



The Kev. H. Rowley, Organising Secretary S. P. G., for the 
Diocese of London, and formerly of the Universities' 
Mission to Central Africa. 

I QUITS agree with those who think that something more is needed in mission work in 
Central Africa than a mere promulgation of the G-ospel. This need is caused by the fact 
that the condition of the natiye races in Central Africa, is widely different from the condi- 
tion of the natiye races in Southern and Western Africa who liye under the Goyemment 
of Great Britain. Amongst these order is maintained with a strong hand, oppression is 
prevented, personal freedom and freedom of intercourse are secured, good laws are justly 
administered, and commerce with other agencies of a christianised ciyilisation are 
gradually but surely raising the standard of their social and industrial life. Here you 
have a state of things where powerful secular forces are at work on the side of Christianity, 
and co-operate with the spiritual efforts that are being made for the extension of Christ's 
kingdom. And the breaking down of bad political systems and bad social habits is as 
necessary to the progress of Christianity as is the proclamation of the truth itself. 

Do not think that I regard Christianity as the mere handmaid of ciyilisation. I do not. 
I belieye Christianity to be the parent, or the sanctifier of all ciyilisation that is worth 
the name ; yet in her warfare against the heathen, I do maintain that Christianity can- 
not dispense with the aid of that ciyilisation of which she is the parent or the sanctifier. 

In Central Africa^ by which I suppose is meant that vast region south of the Sahara 
which has been recently laid open to our yiew by the enterprise, the heroic enterprise, of 
such men as the distmgaished trayeller whom we haye just welcomed, there are no forces 
at work but those which degrade man, and oppose obstacles to the progress of Christ's 
kingdom. The old barbarous systems of goyemment, which are inyariably associated 
with tyranny and wrong, haye full sway ; the old heathenism, with all its debasing in- 
flaenoes, remains untouched ; and that atrocious traffic the slaye trade aggravates a thou- 
sand-fold the eyils that are naturally connected with such a state of things. It is erideut, 
therefore, that mission work in Central Africa must be of a more comprehensiye character 
than where a strong executiye and all the elements of a just and a humane ciyilisation are 
furthering the cause of Christ. 

The sending here or there into this' part of the world one or two missionaries unsup- 
ported by any secular aids, who haye no idea that anything more is required of them 
than what is oonyentionally considered to be a preaching of the Qospel, and who aim at 
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nothing more than the conversion of individuals, will not, I am folly persuaded, do much 
to advance the Church as the kingdom of God. 

The education and training of native children at places faa away from the localities of 
the trihes to which they belong, with the view of ultimately employing them as missionariea 
to their own people, will not, I fear, fulfil the expectations of the promoters of such work. 
For the most part these children have been rescued from the slavers; they are completely 
separated from their old homes and kindred, and as they grow up they become in thought, 
and feeling, and habit of life, as much strangers to their countrymen as Europeans, and 
have far less power of influencing them for good. Now and then, it is true, there may 
be found amongst them one, who by gifts of nature and graces of spirit, is qualified for the 
work of the ministry, but we shall deceive ourselves if we think that generally they will 
be in a position to undertake spiritual work amongst their brethren. 

The forming of settlements on the coast for freed people will afford opportunities for 
mission work among such people, which I have no doubt will prove as successful in the 
East as it has been on the West of Africa. 

But tax more is required of us than this. If we would accomplish any widespread and 
permanent good in Central Africa by mission work, we must organise and sustain missioDS 
conveniently situated at the head-quarters of the more powerful tribes, and also in posi- 
tions where they may become cities of refuge for the oppressed ; missions which shall he 
. centres of civilisation as well as of religion to the surrounding districts. While settm? 
forth Christianity not as a mere system of precepts and doctrines, but as a spiritual life 
system, while attracting the attention and enlisting the imagination of the natives by our 
acts of worship, while doing our utmost for the conversion of individuals, we must also 
aim at a reformation of the general society. In a word, our missions must be calculated 
to raise up native Christian nations rather than little societies of model Christians. This 
is no Utopian scheme, as the conversion of the barbarous races of Europe shows. The 
missionaries who were instrumental in effecting that conversion took a large-hearted, 
broad-minded view of their work, and whUe striving to bring individuals from darkness to 
light, they spread the Church's net widely, and gathered many in. They ihade use of the 
superior knowledge which they possessed to raise the people in the scale of civilisation, 
by teaching them generally better laws, better habits of life, and better methods of 
industry. Above all they strove to make Christianity national, and they succeeded. This 
we must do amongst the independent races of Central Africa. We must strive to make 
not only native Christian Churches, but native Christian nations. 

The Universities' Mission, with which it was my great privilege to be connected during 
the first four years of its history, was originally intended to do this. Its object was to 
follow up the discoveries of Dr. Livingstone, and its first station was on the Shire High- 
lands. As you all know, our experience vraus in some respects a sorrowful one, and the 
position we occupied was abandoned. But our work amongst the natives* so far as it went, 
was no failure. We did not make any conversions, properly so called, for we were not long 
enough in the land to do that ; but we laid the foundation of a state of things which, had 
our work been persevered in, would I believe have led to many conversions. Finding the 
land distracted by war that had been instigated and was being kept up by the slave- 
traders, we drove the slave-traders out of our district. We released a considerable number 
of slaves whom we took under our protection, and formed into an independent community, 
which was gradually being increased by people who came to us of their own accord. We 
established amongst them a system of work and wages. We encouraged and directed 
their industry in the hope of substituting a lawful commerce for the slave-trade. We per- 
suaded them to abandon some of their most objectionable customs and observances, and to 
adopt others more in conformity with our holy religion. As a proof of innocence or guilt, 
instead of their superstitious ordeals, we introduced trial by jury. As we became acquainted 
with their language, we made known to them some of the simple truths of the Gospel. 
It was in this way that we strove to prepare them for becoming a Christian nation. And 
it is no exaggeration to say that some at least of them did become better and purer under 
the influence of our teaching and example. 
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In Centr&l Africa^ where the tribes are independent of foreign control, in order to 
aGOomplisli what I conceive to be the trae object of Christian missions, there must be a 
union of spiritual and secular agencies. Consequently I do not think that the establish- 
ment of mere commercial stations will be productive of much real good to the natives. I 
have no doubt that such ventures are at the present moment dictated by the purest philan- 
thropy; but should they, as commercial enterprises, prove successful, they will soon 
break away from the control of their promoters ; thousands will flock to these centres of 
profit, and we shall have repeated in Africa the experience of America ; the natives wiU 
be deprived of their independence, and then probably of their very existence. 

If they be rightly dealt with I believe that the possibilities of the Africans on their own 
soil are not inferior to those of other races. Their civilisation might in some things prove 
different from our own. Their prominent virtues and vices might be of a character some- 
what different from our own. They may differ from us in maoy things; but making due 
allowances for peculiarities of race and country, if won to Christ I do not think that their 
standard of Christianity would be lower than our own. I believe them to be as necessary 
to hb as we are to them : for in many features of their character they are our complement. 
ThiB^ indeed, is as true of all the different races of men as it is of different individuals 
amongst ourselves. The members of a single English family differ in temperament and 
capacity, yet this variety of disposition and ability, when all are animated by one spirit, 
instead of producing discord and disgust, tends to the higher life and greater happiness of 
the home. So with the various families of men, they are members one of another, and 
rightly influenced will contribute to the formation of a more perfect humanity. 



Captain Cameron, RN., C.B., D.C.L. 

The part of Central Africa through which I travelled is at present entirely virgin field 
for missionary labour. The races there are in great measure ignorant of the outside 
world, and abandoned to barbarous and cruel customs. The chief of one of the largest 
territories, TJrua— as large as the whole of GermaDy, Austria, and Hungary — indulges 
in the greatest atrocities, mutilating and torturing his people. He does not cultivate 
the ground at all, but he plunders the villages subject to him on the most frivolous 
pretexts. These people are very different from the natives of the West Coast id very 
many respects. They are the pure, unadulterated negro, with no false graft of 
civilisation on them. The negro od the West Coast has been contaminated by the 
influence of the slave trade ever since the days of Queen Elizabeth, but the origin of the 
slave trade on the East Coast is lost in obscurity, though it is known that Arabs Went 
down there in search of slaves as early as the commencement of the Christian era. The 
question arises. How is the centre of Africa to be approached for the work of the mission- 
ary ? There are several routes open from the East Coast, but, owing to the policy of 
annexation pursued by the Khedive, the country cannot be approached from the n^rth 
except by a very large armed force. The road is also open from the south. How are 
these different routes to be utilised ? It is no use placing missions where they will be 
cut off from the outside world. The only feasible plan is to begin by establishiug a 
station, say a hundred .or two hundred miles from the coast. This would become a basis 
of operations from which another might be established two hundred miles further on. 
Working from both sides of the continent in this way four or five stations from each coast 
would complete a line of communication right across. Offshoots could then be made north 
and south, and by degrees we should be able to construct an enormous network of stations 
all over Africa. These stations should be made centres for the instruction of the natives 
in all the useful arts. The country abounds in minerals ; the natives have learnt to work 
iron and copper, and are, in fact, expert smiths, but with instruction from civilised 
artisans they would no doubt become very much better workmen than at present. We 
should try from these stations to teach them what civilised life in its highest form is. 
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The civilisation of the African, it should be remembered, need never be the same as Chat of 
the Snropean. There are different sorts of ciyilisation fitted for different races of men 
and different climes; and the great fiiolt of our contact with the African is, that we 
force a false yeneer of ciyilisation upon him, with many of the yioes of a spurious dfilisa- 
tion. In working these places, then, we must remember that the African has his 
peculiarities of temper, of mind, of thought, all yery different from those of people at home. 
They have no edacation, no literature or history. With the African we have, as it weie^ to 
begin life. We have to think of him in many things as being lower than the Briton at 
the time of the Boman invasion ; but for all that, we must remember that the African 
id a man the same as any white man. He has his feelings, his love of family; he is 
not to be domineered over and tiullied— for he feels these things as acutely as any white 
man. But the African must be taught what is for his own good ; that it is not proper 
to rule people by indiscriminate murder and baming of village*. The missionary has to 
go to him as the living exponent of a higher and better life. He has to teach him that his 
greatest happiness does not consist in drinking the whole day long until he is drunk, and, 
if he can get enoogh stuff, to keep drunk for a month. He has to teach the n<^jo 
that it is not the highest happiness of mankind to indulge in drinking and in smoking 
**bhang" until, as is the case with the chiefs of some tribes, they become perfectly 
irresponsible for days and weeks together ; and under these influences the chiefr often 
commit the most frightful cruelties on the people under their control. The missionaiy 
who goes to Africa needs to go there having taken in thoroughly what the magnitude of 
the work is, and prepared to devote himself entirely to that one work. It is no good for 
a man to go there thinking of turning back ; he must stick to it either until forced to re* 
turn by circumstances over which^ he has no control, or until he dies at his poet— -and 
there is no more noble post for a man to die at. It is necessary to exercise very great 
care in the selection of men as missionaries. These men have to go among wild, untutored 
savages, like the heaven-descended prophets of old, prepared to challenge the closest com- 
parison of every act of their lives with the standard of their own teaching and that of the 
Bible. • They must also be men of great linguistic ability. A missionary to Africa most 
be able to attain the language of the natives in order to teach them properly. The A&ican 
language is so entirely different in construction, inflexions, and grammar from the 
English language, that the latter is extremely difficult for them. Although they may 
learn to talk English, it is difficult for them to get a true appreciation of ideas from it. 
Fortunately, with regard to this matter, from Zanzibar on the East Coast to the strip of 
coast south of the Kongo on the West, the languages spoken by the natives belong to 
one great family, called by a great geographer the Kisuahili, the language of Zanzibar. 
Any one having a competent knowledge of this language would find it comparatively easy 
to acquire any of the languages of the part of Africa to which I am referring. For my 
own part, the Kisuahili has carried me from one coast to the other. These languages 
are so engrained into the ways of thoaght of the Africans of that part, that it is im- 
perative we should labour to teach them in their own, and not in a foreign tongue. 

One great result we hope to attain from the construction of highways into the interior 
of Africa is the wiping out of that great blot on the human race— the slave trade. At 
the same time, the work of doing away with slavery in Central Africa is not one to be 
done in five or ten years, or in a generation. Let it be sufficient for us that they com- 
menced the work, even if it is reserved for our grandchildren or great-grandchQdren to 
see its accomplishment. But if we do not see immediate results, let us not be dis- 
heartened. Such an enormous revolution in the whole African manner of thought is 
not to be accomplished in a short time. It is only to be accomplished by the patient, 
unremitting toil of generations. The idea of slavery is so thoroughly engrained in the 
African nature, that if it conld be swept away to-morrow, the slaves set free would be 
comphtining because they could not own slaves themselves. They have to be educated oat 
of the idea that human beings of whom they get possession by war or robbery are mere 
chattels, to be bought and sold. Of course, a great deal of the actual traffic in slaves 
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irises from the way in whidi the trade with the interior is carried on. The Arabs go 
there for ivory; in some parts, it is true, they go simply for slaves, hut the great 
trade ia in ivory, and if there were proper roads and proper means of transport the 
Arabs would gladly enough relieve themselyes of the trouble of buying slaves. Sometimes 
the slaves run away ; and, of course, they are always disinclined to work. All this is 
so much loss of capital, and many of the merchants have assured me that if they could 
possibly do without them they would buy no more slaves except for domestic service. As 
to this domestic slave question, they have an idea that many men can afford to buy a 
slaye who cannot afford to hire a servant. They fall to see the force of the argument, 
that one servant would do the work of half a ^ot&Q. slaves. Wherever slave labour is 
employed there is always an enormous waste of labour, and it would be far better for the 
country if the ener^es of its people were utilised in some profitable form instead of being 
wasted in that way. In some places the natives themselves traffic, in slaves, and the 
price of everything is regulated by the number of slaves it would fetch. In Nyangwd, 
for instance, a town on the Lualaba, a slave is worth four goats, and a canoe is worth 
five slaves ; a slave is supposed to be equal to a sovereign, a goat to five shillings, and 
80 on. Slaves, in fact, are the standard of currency among the natives, and this fact 
akme shows how deeply it is engrained in the African nature. 

The products of Central Africa are of inexhaustible richness, and varied in character ; 
there are both vegetable and mineral products that would well repay the trader. In my 
opinion, no stations could be formed to open up Africa without the commercial element 
instantly taking advantage of them. It is, therefore, to be hoped that missionary 
enterprise will not look upon the commercial element as something in the way. Where- 
ever large bodies of men go, there must be a certain amount of evil ; and our task should 
he to render the evil as little as possible. Trade must be opened in Central Africa ; it 
will be opened sooner or later, and people who go there as missionaries should make 
use of that trade, instead of setting themselves in antagonism to it. When a few stations 
have been opened up we might have commercial and mission stations working side by side. 
If they are properly organised, the commercial element might do no harm ; but if that 
element is ignored or set aside, it will be sure to put itself in antagonism to mission 
labours, and do incalculable injury. On the other hand, it would be to the interest of the 
commeroial element to work in harmony with the missionary. The more civilised the 
natives beoome, the greater consumers of European produce they would also become ; 
and, therefore, the commercial world should do all in its power to assist the missionary in 
dvilising Africa. Great portions of the coast of Africa are at present closed by Portu- 
guese rule. The Portuguese have their stations by which they maintain nominal pos- 
session of large lines of coast, and they, even claim lai-ge tracts of the interior. Moz- 
ambique has been in their hands since the days of Yasco de Gama ; but though they never 
found out the Nyanza, they now want to say it is theirs. By a suicidal system of 
differential duties on foreign goods they have contrived to drive away trade from their 
territories. Zanzibar, which, under the Portuguese, had scarcely any trade with tbe 
interior, now absorbs all that used to go through Mozambique. Arabian ideas of customs 
and trade are certainly not up to those of the nineteenth century ; and yet the Maho- 
metan rulers of Zanzibar are in advance of the Christian governors of Mozambique. If 
we could open the country, via Benguela to the interior, a road a hundred miles long 
would reach a high plateau, varying from 5000 feet to 6000 feet above the level of the sea, 
perfectly healthy, where any European might live, and cultivate all the productions of 
southern Europe. But instead of this beautiful country being a centre from which to 
spread Christianity and civilisation, it is now one of the strongholds of the slave trade. 
SUves cannot be exported to the East Coast in such numbers as they used to be ; yet 
they are still exported to the West Coast. People do not know exactly where they are 
Bent to, but I have no doubt that many of them find their way to the Brazils. 

I saw recently in the '* Times ** that there had been a " row " about the Boyal mails 
taking slaves, who were disguised "servants," from port to port; and I have no doubt 
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that many are carried at the present day from the West Coast of Africa to the Brazils. A 
Portugnese carayan^ with which I came down from the interior, collected in eighteen 
months aboat 1500 slayes, and these, I suppose, did not represent more than twenty 
per cent of the population destroyed. The slave trade is, therefore, going on now as it 
was when slayes were carried over across the Atlantic — still carried on in the interior of 
Africa, chiefly in the Portuguese capitaL England has put herself in the forefront in 
relation to this great question, and she must not be satisfied until the time has arrived 
when a shtve is not to be sold in any part of the world. We should stop] the slavd 
trade by sea and by land. A scheme has been mooted for forming stations between Lake 
Nyassa (on which there are steamers already running) and the south end of an adjoining 
lake and other parts. By this means a great cordon could be formed, so that slaves 
should not be taken to the East Coast In the interior of the Portuguese territory the 
traffic is still carried on, and it is not easy to see how to stop it; but I think that 
if steamers were set running upon the upper waters of the Zambezi, with stations on the 
different rapids, it might act as a means of preventing the further carrying on of the 
traffic On the Kongo river we mi^ht place steamers which could carry cargoes, 
and also act as a water police, and might possibly cut off all the country to the north of 
the Kongo from communication with the trade districts, and we might also reach other 
lakes by the construction of a canal of thirty mUes to the head of the Zambezi. In fact, 
with complete water communication, the means of getting from one lake to another, and 
with an active river police and steam launches, we might stop the whole of the trade 
there. But if we open a country to traders, there* must be some consular authority 
t) check and govern them. These river steamers would afford the consuls the power of 
enforcing their authority, and would also aid in furthering the purely philantiiropic 
tffi)rts made by individuals. Africa in its heart has a system of water communication, 
>vhich, if utilised, would be little, if at all, inferior to the system of water communication 
ia North America, which at one time was supposed to be nothing but a great desert, bnt 
which has since proved to be full of rivers. By means of this water communication we 
could penetrate to the furthest point reached by Dr. Schweinfurth, who travelled down 
from the north ; and we should come across the people who had been carrying desolation 
into the dominions lately annexed by the officers of the Khedive. I think that the time 
has come when something should be done as regards this matter, and the only question 
is, as to how it should be done. Whatever we do, we should make up our minds t*» 
stick to it, and not to give it up because of any temporary rebufik we may experience, 
whatever they may be. In the first place, we should establish our trunk line stations 
across Africa, and from them we should carry out a network of stations across the whole 
country. In Africa there are elephants without number, but they aife never utilised 
for carriage, although if they were, the present difficulties that exist regarding porterage 
would go for nothing. Elephants are now wantonly shot in order to procure their ivoiy, 
or else for the sake of their flesh. I consider that, with the use of the elephants, the 
introduction of the water system, and a line of light railways across the country, Africa 
would be opened up. The climate is not half so bad as it is represented to be. If 
we give it a fair chance it is all right, but it should be understood that people travelling 
in Africa have not with them such appliances as organised expeditions have. When one gets 
wet by night, has to travel without food, and to go on marching when ill with fever 
without halting, then one does not give the climate a fair chance; but with proper 
medicine, food, and shelter, such as we should have in a well-organised expedition, the 
climate of Central Africa would be found to be far better than that of British India ; and 
although it could not be seen at once, yet, if fair and honest work were done in Africa, 
places now unknown would in a few years become the centres of the future civilisation of 
the negroes. 
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The Rev. R. C. Billing. 

I TAKB it to be, mj Lord, a happy omen for the Church of England that the question of 
Christian Missions has been placed by the committee in so prominent a place in the 
order of the proceeding of this year's Congress. Few would regret if a spark of the 
fenrour we sometimes so lavishly expend on our domestic brawls were reserved hence- 
forth for the great enterprise of preaching Christ among the heathen. It is a matter for 
congratulation that this meeting is so largely attended. I should be sorry to think we 
were attracted by our interest in the person or statements of a successful diplomatist 
merely, or had come together to do honour to a bold and intrepid traveller, and were 
not aetuated by an earnest desire to obey the last statute our blessed Lord enacted ere 
He left this earth, and the first He issued after He had assumed the sceptre, ''Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature." I do not think I entirely 
agree with all that has been said about the mode in which missions are to be conducted. 
No success can be expected unless we are governed by Christ's idea of missions. His 
command was, not civilise, but go preach, teach, baptize. It is true that material 
blessings follow upon a reception of the Gospel, and we may do much to ameliorate the 
African's present condition ; but let us not forget that civilisation in its highest develop- 
ment, as well as paganism in its lowest debasement, have had to yield to the preaching 
and teaching of the Gospel. To forget this, is a mistake against fact and a mistake 
against Bevelation. The eyes of Christendom are now fixed upon Africa. The past 
history of our intercourse with that continent must not be forgotten. In it the mis- 
sionary has played an important part. Livingstone was ever actuated by a missionary 
spirit. Let us remember his last words spoken in public : — *' I go to open the door of 
Central Africa,— it is probable I may die there, but take care that door is not closed." 
It was the missionary's report of what he had seen and learned that stimulated Baker 
and Speke and Grant to go forth on their travels. It was the missionary Kebmann that 
clung to Mombasa and refused to see the signal of recall, and who has provided a 
grammar and dictionary of the language which is spoken along the whole route into the 
interior, and will thus enable us to present to ICing Mtesa or his people, with little delay, 
a translation of the living oracle of God in their own tongue. The invitation of King 
Mtesa is a most remarkable circumstance, and constitutes a call to the Church in this 
land we dare not neglect. And how is Christ's Church responding to this call ? We 
have beard of Frere Town. The good missionary whom we listened to with so much 
pleasure and interest just now is at the head of that settlement. It was named by him 
after Sir Bartle Frere to whom Africa is so much indebted. " We have," said the mission- 
ary, *' Free Town on the West Coast, this is an age of progress, we will have * Frere ' Town 
on the East Coast." There liberated slaves are received, and not only have we the 
spectacle afforded of a community governed by Christian laws, but we trust it will be 
found in the day of the Lord that many souls have been saved to the praise of His grace ;- 
and more than this, we hope that many agents will be raised up and prepared for the 
work of evangelising the great continent of Africa. I cannot agree with what has been 
said about such native agents. When I remember, for instance, what Bishop Crowther 
and his clergy have done in the Niger district I am disposed to believe that God will do 
great things in Africa by means of Africa's own sons. But we are doing more. I speak 
especially of the work of the Church Missionary Society, which, as a 'faithful 
handmaid of the Church of England, is endeavouring to answer the invitation that 
has been sent to us by King Mtesa. An expedition has been sent forth. At the 
head of it is a gallant naval officer, Lieutenant Smith, who has seen service in the 
Ashanteewar. Lord Palmerston used to say: ''If I want a man for a distant and 
difficult work I always look to the Navy." In Lieutenant Smith we have just 
the man required for such a post. He and his gallant companions are girding 
themselves for the enterprise with something of their Master's love and some- 
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thing of their Master's courage. Two rivers have been attempted, but found not 
to be navigable for any distance, and now the party, in three divisions, is on its way to 
the capital of King Mtesa. The King of Karague will be asked to allow a xniBsion party 
to remain in his territory, but the final destination of the company is to be the capital 
of King Mtesa. God give them a safe journey and make them ever to realise their 
safety under His protection ! It may be said, Why not make Bgypt the base of your ope- 
rations ? In spite of Gordon's pacific intentions, he is the officer of the Khedive, and the 
annexation of these territories is understood to be the object of the sovereign of Egypt. 
Would it be of use for us to follow in the train of the conqueror ? We are glad to hear 
that peace prevails in these parts, and that the peade between Gordon and the king, 
with whom he was at war, has been brought about by King Mtesa's influence. This is 
a matter to be thankful for, and augurs well for the success of our mission. We may 
be sure of this, that the future of Central Africa lies behind its eastern shore ; and that 
in the course we have adopted we have but followed the leadings of GUnI'b providence. 
And now the Church of England is called upon to justify her claim to apostolidty, and 
with apostolic zeal and fervour, and with apostolic doctrine, to go fortii^and claim Africa 
for the Lord. The men who have gone forth are men of faith, and will, we doubt not, 
endeavour to lay the foundation of the Church in the conversion of individual souls, re- 
membering that thus alone can they expect their work to be lasting and really beneficial 
for Africa. The time has come when we must abandon the guerilla warfare of the past 
and send forth our reserves into the field. " The time is short." It is drawn np to a 
point. There must be no more holding back, no more delay. With a faith that nothing 
staggers—assured of the favour and presence of Almighty God— possessed of a hope that 
maketh not ashamed, we are to go forth and preach the Gk>si)el to eveiy a*eatnre. If 
we thus lengthen the cords we strengthen the stakes, and as all the ends of the earth 
hear of the salvation of God— God, even our own God, will give us His blesaiDg. 



DISCUSSION. 



Mr Arthur Mills, M.P. 

I WILL but trespass upon your attention for a few moments, as I have no right to say 
anything more on this question, except such as is founded on my great sympathy with 
the work of suppressing slavery on the East Coast of Africa. When the Sultan of Zan- 
zibar was in this country, he on one occasion made a remark to me. He said, ** Parlia- 
ment has a great deal to do.*' I was at the time rather surprised at that remark, and 
failed to see anything in it ; but now I think that there was a good deal of point in that 
remark, for when Sir John Kennaway brought before the House of Conmions a motion 
that had reference to the slave-trade in East Africa, it was received with far too little 
interest. Instead of a crowded congregation of interested people like the one I am now 
addressing, there were hardly more than two dozen members present, and we narrowly 
escaped the summary process which is technically called a " count out." On that occa- 
sion I was reminded of the Sultan's words that Parliament had something to do. We 
should have done better if we had displayed more sympathy in this work ; and the fact 
that the question has been taken up so enthusiastically by the Congress and other bodies 
must show Parliament the strong feelings the people of this country have in the suppres- 
sion of slavery and the promotion of Christian missions in Africa. There are two points 
worth considering, namely, the establishment of a Vice-Consul at Zanzibar, and the 
efforts not made too soon to support the Sultan of Zanzibar in his endeavours to abolish 
slavery; and I can assure you the Government requires very little pressure in the matter. 
In the papers that have.been read, African missions and the cause of commerce have been 
urged ; and I think there is one way in which we can show our sympathy in the matter, 
and that is by giving it to the Sultan. We have a commercial treaty with the Sultan, 
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but there are provisions in that treaty which are not fayoariible to the Saltan, and which, 
I hope, will be altered. I do not wish to put the commercial aspect of the question too 
prominentlj forward, but I agree with some of the speakers that the promotion of oom^ 
merce must be the most valuable handmaid of the religious work. The treaty of com- 
meroe which I have referred to limits the Sultan's power to levy certain dues on shipping, 
but other countries have also the power to levy other dues, such as for harbours, lights, 
and piers, that the Sultan has not the power to demand. I have represented this to the 
Government, for it seems to me to be a point of great importance. It seems that when 
we have in Africa a potentate like the Sultan of Zanzibar, who is favourably disposed to 
yield to our wishes in this matter, I think we ought to further his interests, and hold out 
the right hand of fellowship to him, and thus promote the cause of civilisation in AfriciL 
I do not regard this question as a commercial one simply, and we are not here this even- 
ing to promote the cause of commerce, except as it may advance the cause of Christian 
civilisation. Our object is not to extend an empire founded upon the shifting sands 
of commercial enterprise, still less to march under a banner '* fanned by conquest's 
crimson wing," but we desire that this country shall be the herald of God's message of 
lov^-and mercy to a lost and ruined world. 



General Sir Percy Douglas, Bart. 

Having been for five years Commander of the Forces in South Africa, and Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, I naturally take an interest in the work of our 
Church and of its missions in that continent, and^in the subject of this worl^ in Central 
Africa now under discussion. I hold in my hand a letter, received a few days since, 
from a most reliable source, which gives information as to a new route from Katalinto 
Central Africa, through highlands possessing a good climate, abundant provisions, and 
of easy access from the coast. We may hope to see, within the lifetime of some here 
present, Christian missions stretching north from the Nauwaal and joining hands with 
those which shall be pushed southwards from the Zambezi, thus promising, in due time, 
to realise the dream or the prophecy of my great countryman Livingstone, that 
throughout the whole length of Africa, from the Mediterranean to the South Atlantic, 
Christian missions shall be established and the Gospel of Christ proclaimed. 

I would dwell for a moment on the claims upon our respect and admiration of the 
great traveller to whose address we have just listened. We all acknowledge that he has 
accomplished his vast and perilous journey with the traditional courage of Jiis race and 
of his calling. But his immense work was distinguished by a contrast which must be 
most gratiijring, not only to this large assembly of Churchmen, but to our country at 
large. Captain Cameron performed his marvellous undertaking with the maximum of 
courage and success, and with the minimum of suffering to those with whom he came in 
contact. He has exhibited the national character in its most favourable colours — in its 
courageous and humane aspects. Captain Cameron's bearing amidst these untU then 
unknown races or tribes will go far to smooth the way of future travellers, and I 
venture to think that I may take upon myself to express in their name, to you. Captain 
Cameron, the homage of this great assembly of Churchmen upon the success 
and character of your great achievement. 

With regard to our obligations towards this great continent, I hold that the duty of 
the Church and of England is co-extensive with her wide rule and with her protected 
commerce. I think that any one who looks upon this spot in the globe and Great 
Britain's far-reaching domains, must be blind to the logic of facts who does not recognise 
that to her is committed, in a far larger sense than to any other country, the Chris- 
tianisation and civilisation— they both go together— of the heathen world, and of Africa 
more especially, and that if we will not perform this work, God's grand purposes cannot 
be impeded by our indifference, nor frustrated by our opposition ; but that to other 
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hands 'will be entrusted the great and glorious work which is now placed before us. I 
would remark upon the subject of missions generally, that, while sending them to the 
heathen is the plain and manifest duty of all Christians, our missions have an especial 
claim upon our sympathies, as being missions also to the poor wanderers from our own 
hearths ; for such are the centrifugal forces of English life, that our sons are scattered 
far and wide over the world, so that wherever missions penetrate and settle, thither, by 
the instincts of gain, the emigrants quickly follow the steps of the missionary, whose 
work is, alas, often impeded by the evil lives of our poor wanderers, who, but for our 
missionaries, would be without any of the ministrations of religion. 

I have a special interest in the work of our Church in these regions of Africa. For- 
timately our duties and our interests do not conflict in this matter. The native tribes are 
willing to allow us to establish missions among them. Our interests demand that we do 
all in our power by wise, prudent, and Christian modes of dealing with them to keep 
clear of the manifest dangers which the peculiar condition of these countries points oat ; 
and I can affirm from my own experience that Christian missions execute a most 
restraining influence over the native mind. Now there are within Katal 300,000 
natives, refugees from the cruel rule of the great chief of the Zulus, a fine and warlike 
race, which occupies, beyond Zululand, and under separate chiefs, a vast region extend- 
ing northwards towards the Zambezi. If we do not deal wisely and firmly with these 
tribes, if we fail to bring to bear upon them the influences of Christianity, depend upon 
it that some terrible conflict of races will ensue, and at England's door must be laid the 
blame. I would urge, therefore, the extension of our Church into these regions as soon 
as possible. A large and increasing immigration is pouring into these fine countries, and 
the English-speaking people are ready to welcome our Church as their Church. Aa to 
this route into Central Africa, I have, only time to say that it follows the lower spurs 
of the Drackurbinge range, which turns northwards towards the Zambezi. It is reached 
from the Nauwaal or from Sofala, in 20° south, in about eight days. These highlands 
are supplied with all products necessary for man's subsistence ; the climate is beautiful, 
the soil capable of producing all sorts of fruits and cereals. The tribes speak the Zulu 
language, and are friendly. 

What will the Church do in this matter? There never was a time of opportunities 
when the command, *' Let Israel go forward," could be more appropriate. I appeal to 
you, reverend gentlemen, as our leaders in this great work, to come forward. The 
mandate of old still holds good, that you go forthwith neither scrip nor pune ; but, on 
the other hand, the great heart of England will respond to the equally stringent com* 
mand that we esteem such greatly for their works' sake, and it is a poor way of showing 
esteem for a man to allow him to starve. It is cruel and wicked to send out missionaries 
without making due provision for their maintenance. 



The Eev. D. T. W. Elsdale, St. John the Divine, Kennington. 

We are in England still, although we have almost seemed just now to be in Central 
Africa ; but are we to live and die in this little island, or are there any of us who are 
willing to go to that great continent? This is the practical question for us to c(»iBider 
at this Congress. What does God mean the aooQ people here assembled to do? He 
means some of you to go to Africa. WiU there be 200 ready to go, or 20 or 2 ? Even 
one will be enough if He has called that one person — one man, one woman, one priest, 
one lay person — ^to the work. AU has been done to-night to move that one person. What 
is it, you must inquire, holds you back from your vocation ? Is it the restraints of home, 
home claims, or home affections? If so, you must put your home cUmm in the hands of 
your domestic superiors, and let them weigh those claims with the higher demands of 
God's work. Or is it home afftctioM that keep you back, for many are restrained more 
by a sense of love than of duty ? Tet the missionary has that which wiU satisfy his 
affections as weU as his sense of duty, for the omnipresence of God is in Africa, and those 
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who go out witlL the love of God in their souls can make Africa their home as well as 
England. It is not the vague presence of the Spirit of God. There is also the Body 
of Christ in the Church of Africa— a Body with many members ; for I believe not only 
in the Holy Catholic Church, but in the communion of saints ; this will sustain the so li 
tary missionary — the sense of union with missionary souls who have gone before that are 
looking down on those who are still in the conflict. Then there is a missionary vocation, 
but it is not of necessity a perpetual vocation. Let the bishop come back and be a suf- 
fragan bishop at home when worn with labour in the missionary field ; let .the priest 
come back again and be the secretary of a society ; let the layman come back and engage 
in a secular calling. The Church of England will be but a cruel mother if she send her 
young strong sons to some evil climate, and when they return, with ruined health, taunt 
them as deserters. 



The Archdeacon of the Cape. • 

I HAD no thought of intruding myself on the attention of the Congress when I entered 
this hall this evening ; but when I heard the name of Sir Percy Douglas announced— a 
name familiar to every resident at the Cape as a household word— and heard him urge 
with so much fervour the cause of South African missions, I felt it would be almost 
cowardly in me to shrink from giving to the words which fell from him such support as 
I could. At this late hour I will detain the Congress for only two or three minutes. 
The magnificent spectacle presented to-night by the vast assembly now crowding the 
Guildhall — an assembly drawn together by its interest in the future of South Africa — 
will long live in my memory, and bear encouraging recollection to me in days to come 
when I shall have gone back to my work. I would fain return one good deed by another, 
and encourage those whom I see before me, by reminding them that a commencement 
has already been made of that missionary work of which Sir Percy Douglas has spoken 
as necessary in the future, if the labours of men like Commander Cameron are not to fall 
void to the ground. In our own Church in South Africa^ we have already a firm base of 
operations, which I believe w\ll, in God's good time, prove an effectual starting-point 
for immensely extended efforts, carrying light and blessing to the remotest regions 
of which Commander Cameron has spoken. Thirty years ago there were but thirteen 
priests of the English Church in all South Africa. We have now more than half as 
many bishops. And whatever may be said of bishops— and a good deal has been said 
about them in this Congress — I can tell you that every bishop in South Africa is the 
leader of a compact little army, the several dioceses being now firmly welded together 
in one provincial organisation, which moves together as one body, and which never means 
to stop where it is, but will throw itself northwards and eastwards as far as possible and 
as fast as opportunity may be granted. The preceding speaker has said something of the 
hardship of expecting missionaries necessarily to die at their posts. I can assure this 
assembly that we have now missionaries in Kaffir land who have been toiling there in 
patience for nearly thirty years, till the Kaffb: language is almost easier to them than their 
own, and they have learned thoroughly to sympathise with Kaffir modes of thought and 
the Kaffir character, who have never expected anything else. 111 engage for them, but 
to die at their posts, and who, I feel sure, will die at their posts, in confidence that God 
will raise up others when they are gone, to establish what they have founded. Here we 
have our base of operations— not a thing of the future, nor something yet to be, but a 
thing of the present, a thing already done — which cannot but be, with God's blessing, 
the beginning of further successes— a first wave, so to say, of light and truth, yet to be 
succeeded, please God, by many and many another wave like it, till we shall have swept 
at last every remotest region of that vast South Central and Central Africa, about which 
we have heard so much to-night. In this great work may the sympathies of the Church 
at home never fail us.' 

M 
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The Rev. J. P. Messenger. 

I AM reminded by what I have heard in this Congress hall to-night of some eloquent 
words spoken by Edmund Burke towards the close of the last century. In them he 
figured to himself the guardian angel of one of his contemporary statesman appearing to 
him in the opening years of that century, and saying, as he pointed to a scarce seen 
speck on the distant horizon, ''Young man, there is America, a country which at 
present serves for little but to amuse you with tales of savage men and uncoath 
manners ; yet ere your eyes shall close in death, it shall prove itself equal to the whole 
of that commerce which now attracts the envy of the world ! " It seems to me that 
something of the same kind might now be said of Africa. It would, no doubt, be 
Utopian to suppose that, before the little span of our longest life is closed, the commerce 
of Africa would equal that which England now enjoys, but it might not be Utopian to 
imagine it growing with such rapid strides as to equal the conmierce of England at the 
close of the last century. 

I cannot agree with Mr. Bowley in hoping that no great flow of emigration will set 
in towards Africa, for in that emigration will be found, I believe, the one only way of 
effectually extending and establishing Christ's kingdom over that vast continent. We 
have been told that the true way of evangelising that country is by the conversion of 
individual souls, but we must not forget that when the apostles were sent out to their 
world-wide work, they were not expected to do it alone or with unaided powers. They 
were poor fishermen and handicraftsmen it is true, and their words had to be spoken 
to the powerful Roman and the wise Greek ; but these words commanded attention and 
won respect, because while they spoke them they had a ready witness to their truth in 
the miracles they worked. " The Lord confirmed their words with rfgns following." 
Our missionaries cannot work miracles, but they equally need some powerful attestation 
to the truth of their message. It has been well said that *' it is the greatest folly to 
attempt to confront a strong heathenism with a weak Christianity." Th« heathenism 
we oppose is strong, and therefore our teaching needs a confirming power ; and that God 
has given us in our marvellous civilisation, which is the admiration of the world. If we 
fail to use it, we are wilfully cutting off the means He intends us to employ. We ought 
in doing this great work to take care that civilisation in all cases accompanies, and 
perhaps, sometimes precedes, missionary efforts. 

I venture also to speak a word of warning, and to ask you not to place too much con- 
fidence in King Mtesa, or to build too much on his invitation. We cannot have forgotten 
the thrill of interest and wonder which some years since ran through England when we 
learned how the King of Burma had sent for Mr. Marks, and not only welcomed him at 
his court, but had with almost lavish bounty undertaken the erection of a Christian 
Church, and of spacious Christian schools. We heard how he had placed his own 
favourite sons under the care of Mr. Marks ; how in the triple roof of his dwelling he 
had secured to him special respect from every Burman, and in how many things he was 
swayed by his advice. But mark the result. In a few years the king found that the 
especial object for which he had invited Mr. Marks was not likely to be realised— and 
then all is changed. Then at once the liberal support of the ipission is withdrawn, and 
it is surrounded with difficulties and dangers. Let us take care that something of the 
same kind does not happen in King Mtesa's country. A more enduring success will 
probably be secured by the slow process of working onward from an established Chris- 
tian base of operations. Such a firm starting-point we have, as Archdeacon Badnall has 
reminded us, in our South African dioceses ; and we may in like manner attack the 
heathenism of Central Africa from another side by the proposed line of trading stations 
across the country, only let us take care that we do not proceed too hastily. Let the first 
be firmly established before we throw out the second; and \si the first and every 
succeeding station be distinctly a Christian station, where the.Christiaji Gospel is let 
forth in all its beauty and in all its power. 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, 4th OCTOBER. 
SUBSIDIAKY MEETING. 



The Venerable Archdeacon Earle took the Chair 
at Half-past Two. 



HOW BEST TO KEEP THE YOUNG FAITHFUL TO THE 
CHURCH AFTER LEAVING SCHOOL. 

PAPERS. 

The Eev. D. T. W. Elsdale, M.A., Vicar of St. John the 

Divine, Kennington, 

It has been wisely suggested that we should attempt to define the tenns 
of our subject — " Faithful to the Church " — and I anticipate no objection 
to the definition which I assume for this clause, for it is a Scriptural one 
— " They continued steadfastly in the doctrine of the apostles, and in the 
fellowship, and in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers." 
These, then, are the four signs of ecclesiastical fidelity. 

1. A dogmatic faith in the creed which we have received from the 
apostles. 

2. A moral life of union with the saints. 

3. Regularity in the reception of the Bread of Life in Holy Com- 
munion. 

4. Strictness of church -going, which would consider attendance at a 
prayer-meeting in a Dissenting Chapel, or at Mass in a Roman Church in 
England, equally to be acts of schisnt 

The writer of the Acts does not here provide for the satiBfaction of the 
Church any spiritual tests ; these must ever remain between the con- 
science and God ; and, therefore, I need not insist for you upon the 
necessity of subjective faith and personal love, or conversion of the heart 
and submission of the will. These are blessed mysteries of the inner life 
which, while cherished by guides of souls and sustained by the visible 
means of grace, yet must in all Church people, and especially in the 
young, be respected with a courteous reserve. While holy Scripture thus 
lias given us an infallible definition of " faithfulness to the Church," con- 
ventionality will give us a definition tolerably certain as to " the young." 
I presume we mean by this persons between the ages of fourteen and 
twenty-one. Infancy, I suppose, lasts till seven years old, childhood till 
fourteen, youth expires at twenty-one, while manhood extends from 
twenty-one years onwards. During these conventional periods we should 
^se such means of religious influence as are most suitable to the respec- 
tive ages ; and I have kept in my memory for many years the pregnant 
saying of a clergyman who, more than most in his day, attracted the 
rising generation of Churchmen. " You must influence," he said, " the 
child through his imagination, the youth through his affections, and the 
»an through his reason." This threefold rule of the Rev. Edward Monro, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i8o The Church and the Young — Papers, 

by which he being dead yet speaketh, has been to me that by which on 
psychological principles I have during the years of my ministry sought to 
guide the souls entrusted to me. 

Permit me, then, to analyse it for you, and to expand the central 
clause — that which bears upon our present purpose. You will 
have noticed that the age of infancy is passed by in that scheme 
of influence. He would be a bold spiritual guide who would in- 
trude upon the mother's prerogative to be the sole guardian of her 
newly-baptized babe. Her intuition will best educate the dawning 
mind. But when the instinct of the infant develops into the intelligence 
of the child, there come demands upon the strange world around which 
home influence cannot satisfy. Then the spiritual mother, the Church, 
should step in and exhibit before those opening eyes all the beauty of 
holiness. Beauty is that by which alone we can attract the child. It is 
as useless to plead for love as to argue for truth, since his affections as 
well as his reason are all undeveloped. I regard a boy as the most selfish 
monster on the face of the earth. I say a hot/y for girls seem prematurely 
to thrust forward those affections which form part of the instinct of a 
woman's nature. Yes, a boy will cling to you as long as you have animal 
spirits and sensuous fancies to keep him amused, but when your strength 
of muscle or of mind flags, he flings you off like a broken toy. 

Boys, then, and girls too, in-so-far as they share their brother's selfish- 
ness, must be influenced through their vivid imaginations, through things 
in this world of sense and of fancy which please the eye or ear; and, there- 
fore, it is that I plead in their behalf for all the charms of religion. Give 
them pictures and stories, give them church architecture and decorations, 
give them children's services all for themselves — things which teach 
them through th>e avenues of the senses. Oh, give boys and girls their 
wholesome fill of the sweets of the ritual in their childhood, and then 
they wUl not surfeit themselves with it when they attain to their youth. 
I deprecate the race of ritualistic young men and women who flit like 
butterflies from church to church, from function to function ; but I depre- 
cate also the system which has created them — the Sabbatarian system— 
which has denied to them as children the pleasures of the Lord's House- 
pleasures which they snatch for themselves as soon as they are free, or 
before they are free ; whereas the child who has been permitted to admire 
the ceremonies of the Church for their own sake will learn to love them 
for the Lord's sake. It is very edifying to watch the calm carefulness with 
which a young man or woman who has grown up in Church practices will 
continue those practices when all self-consciousness has died away before 
the consciousness of the presence of God in the glories of His sanctuary. 
And this is because affection has taken the place of imagination, because 
the sensible beauty of the creature has been consumed by the Are of the 
personal love of the Creator. But how attract, how retain these glowing 
affections ? I reply, it must be by personal influence. We must keep the 
young faithful to the Church by Love — love which first will cling around 
you or me for want of a better object, but which must, if we are loyal to 
our Master, be disentangled from the roots of our hearts — to be planted 
firmly in the heart of God — God the only object of affection, as the only 
ideal of beauty, the only fulfilment of truth, and, therefore, the only satis- 
faction for the youth as for the child and the man. Loyalty, then, will 
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lead tlie winner of souls with his captives of affection to the throne of the 
King of Love ; but generosity will also bring him to trust them to other 
spiritual guides, as safer leaders than himself. There is a temptation 
among us, my reverend brethren, to ministerial jealousy — a temptation 
]iot unknown also to you, my brethren of the laity — in dealing with the 
souls entrusted to you — a temptation to a jealous fondness for those souls, 
an ungenerous unwillingness to yield up hearts in which we have planted 
the seeds of grace, to be watered by the strong hands of youuger men and 
women. ' 

As we pass on through the physical stages of life, we should be willing 
to resign exercise of personal influence not only over individuals, but over 
whole classes of souls, whose needs are better supplied by a rising genera- 
tion of teachers, while we ourselves pass on to higher lields of spiritual 
labour. We, then, who would influence the young must do so by personal 
affection, by affection exercised with personal generosity and personal 
loyalty — an affection which wins souls not always hy itself and never /or 
itself. 

I rejoice to anticipate with you the earnest stimulus which our 
hearts will presently receive from papers and addresses which are coming 
as the result of long experience and deep devotion. I have, by way of 
introduction, sought to suggest to you the principles on which our care for 
the young must be founded rather than the practical detail^ through which 
we work. 

Permit me, in conclusion, to offer to your consideration three chief 
nieana by which, I venture to think, we can retain our young Church 
people : — ist. Instruction of a kind which appeals to the heart j 2d, Be< 
creation which develops unselfishness : 3d, Work which affords personal 
interests. 

1st, We must deliberately and definitely instruct the young. Even 
" after," as the terms of our subject go, " they have left school," we must 
keep them still at school But this instruction, since the receiving of it 
is voluntary, so the giving of it must be agreeable — agreeable to the young 
hearts that are craving for love. Give them, therefore, dogmatic instruc- 
tion, but with dogma that centres round a person. No system of Chris- 
tianity will satisfy their affections ; it must be the Person of Ohrist whom 
the personal teacher presents to his personal disciple. Still we must teach 
abstract truth, inflaming its coldness by love. We dare not leave the 
memory of the youth unfurnished with facts and doctrines which the mind 
of the man will require before he will accept the Gospel intellectually. 
Indeed, we must anticipate the needs of every age, and this even in the 
days of an unconverted youth ; otherwise, when by God's grace the will, 
perhaps late in life, is moved to a true conversion, the soul, unfurnished 
with Christian knowledge, unaccustomed to Catholic phraseology, will with 
sincere intent embrace some heresy or schism, and so be lost to the 
Church, or, if happily retained within her fold, be an unruly and dissatis- 
fied member, only for lack of a theological education. 

But, 2d, There is education by means of recreation, as well as by in- 
struction, which Churchmen cannot afford to neglect. Only in this sphere 
of recreative education the Church must be prepared to fight a stem battle 
with the world for the reclaiming of all that is pure, all that is holy, from 
her filthy and profane grasp. In the domain of amusement there can be 
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no concordat between yirtue and indecency ; there must be no compromise 
in regard to religious recreation any more than in respect to theological 
truth, no veil of ecclesiastical respectability thrown over the nakedness of 
vice, in order that she may be received into good society. There should 
rather be a determined stand made by the Mother of Saints to reclaiin on 
behalf of her younger sons and daughters the spoils of the children of this 
world. 

See Lucifer like lightning fall. 

Dashed from his throne of pride ; 
While, answering Thy yictorious call. 
The saints his spoils divide. 
This world of Thine, by him usurped too long, 
Now opening all her store to heal Thy servants' wrong. 

Among divine institutions which Lucifer has usurped too long, there is 
none that the Church of England more grievously needs to reclaim for the 
recreation of her children than the theatre — an institution adapted for the 
development of the character not only of the youth, but of the child and 
adult ; for the drama sets forth fiction to charm the imaginative, senti- 
ment to purify the affections, and philosophy to satisfy the reason. To 
scout the science of acting is not only a silly mistake, but a mistake appa- 
rently founded on a heresy — the same old Manichean heresy, which speaks 
out now-a-days through some teetotal orators, who find the principle of 
evil in alcohol, has for a couple of hundred years preached from Puritan 
platforms the intrinsic wickedness of the stage. Do not misunderstand me. 
I could not now enter a London theatre, nor could I recommend any member 
of my flock to do so. Yet I trust the afternoon may come — though it will 
not be to-morrow afternoon — when it will be a safe duty for an Anglican 
parish priest to take his school-children, or the young men and women of 
his guild, or his older communicants, for religious refreshment to any one 
of those gay buildings in and around the Strand, which are now (I will 
not say without two or three honourable exceptions) shameful and shame- 
less exhibitions of vice. Believe me, I am but echoing the opinion of 
holier and wiser moralists. Our Mother Church will retain no hold upon 
the affections of the young in their life of recreation until, for their sakes, 
she undertakes the Herculean task of cleansing the Augean stable of the 
theatre. 

But there is a third way of keeping our young people faithful, without 
which both instruction and amusement are too selfish to satisfy their 
hearts. Self-culture and self-recreation are to the young Churchman but 
means to a benevolent end, which is for the benefit of his neighbour ; 
they do but make him ready and strong for Church work. And this the 
parish priest must give him in its concrete and elementary forms, such as 
a small class at the Sunday school, or a personal care for a few sick folk, 
or some one ignorant man or woman to teach, or some family in distress 
to relieve with his own hand — anything to give his affections direct deal- 
ing with souls. No abstract organisation, no general system, will satisfy 
your young Church- workers heart unless it be organisation which you 
visibly manage, or a system of which you individually form the centre. 
Hence it is that Church societies and guilds, with all their rigid bonds, 
fall to pieces for want of a personal Leart to localise them ; whereas I 
knew of a class of lads in a parish untrammelled by such ecclesiastical 
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macbinerj, who are held together by a young man not much superior to 
themselyes in age or station, and when I asked him if he could explain 
the secret of his influence, he thought it was, '^ Because I sit down witb 
them like an elder brother, and take an interest in each of them." An 
inter est in each of them. This is the simple secret — " an interest in each 
of them " — a discerning interest that can judge of character, and consider 
what each young disciple is fit for in the world and in the Church — an 
active interest that will help each soul to fulfil its vocation according to 
the circumstances which God has assigned to each — a sympathetic interest 
that must throw itself into the daily life of the hearts of the young, and 
claim to be their confidant in their businesses, in their pleasures, and in 
their courtships — aye, in their courtships; for if a would-be friend of 
yoong men and maidens be prudish, he or she will lose their confidence, 
and so the opportunity of guiding their souls through natural loves to that 
love which is above nature. Oh, let us watch for them, those young hearts 
which have rejected us and God when the false world was fair and pro- 
miaiag — watch and wait for them till their hour of disappointed affections ; 
then, if ever, they will be eager to repose in the heart of God when their 
own heart is restless. The greatest theologian of the Western Church was 
won to the faith not by abstract reasoning, but by personal influence — by 
love rather than by truth. St. Augustine was converted by St. Ambrose, 
whom, he says, '' I began to love, not as a teacher of the faith, but as a 
man who was kind to me.'' 



The Rev. J. F. Kitto, M.A., Rector of Whitechapel. 

I AM thankful that we are invited to consider a subject of so great practical 
importance. If we are to make way aff a Church in this nation, nay, if 
we are even to hold our own against the many influences which assail us, 
we must give far more diligent thought and far more painstaking eflbrts 
to this question. 

We have been faithful, as a Church, in our duty towards children^ we 
liave made many praiseworthy eflbrts to gain a hold over young men and 
woTnen, but we have a little overlooked the perils of that dangerous time 
when a child first leaves the restraints of home and school, and enters upon 
the business and the temptations of life. And, of course, it is idle to consider 
how we are to retain a hold over young men and women, until we have 
first solved the difficult problem before us this afternoon of keeping them 
until they become men and women. 

Now we must admit that very many of those who are educated in our 
day schools pass away from our control, and, in towns at least, these 
often even escape our observation, as soon as their school career is closed. 

Consider for a moment what this means. A boy of twelve to fourteen 
has finished his'school life, and goes out into the world to gain his own 
living. This very fact arouses the sense of independence within him, he is 
conscious of much of the responsibility of manhood. But his religious 
convictions are probably unformed, his principles are unsettled, his char- 
acter is untrained, his temper and his appetites are uncontrolled, and the 
temptations which surround him appeal in the strongest way to the spirit 
of freedom which has been newly awakened within him. Thrown into 
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the companionfihip of men older than himself, he wants to assert his own 
importance and independence, it will not do for him to be behind his 
fellows, and he soon becomes their willing companion in the idle stroll, 
or at the beershop or the low theatre. Home influences which ought to 
exercise some restraint, are too often exerted in the same direction as out- 
side temptations, and a careless father will himself introduce his son into 
the company in which his own life has been shipwrecked. 

Let us see what help the Church affords, what machinery it employe, 
to enable young people to bear up against the terrible temptations of this 
perilous age. They have, of course, the ordinary opportunities of public 
worship. But too often they have been made to go to church as^a matter 
of school discipline until now, and so the first exercise of their newly- 
acquired freedom is to show that they are no longer obliged to attend. 
And even were it otherwise, how few are the churches in which proper 
care is given to their warm reception ! How can a boy or girl of the age 
of which we speak sunmion courage to face the parish beadle or the pew- 
opener or churchwarden. They know that by these high officials they are 
regarded as an element of disturbance, they are viewed with suspicion, and 
so they keep away. 

Again there are night schools and evening dosses which young persons 
may attend. But to seek the help of these, is only to bind themselves 
again under the same yoke, from which they have so recently been 
delivered. Sunday schools^ indeed, might be expected to supply the 
want, and to a certain extent, no doubt, they do meet it ; but too often 
the alliance between the day and Sunday schools is so close that young 
people may well be pardoned for not discovering the distiiictioo, and for 
throwing off the restraints of both alike, because they regard them as 
part and parcel of the same concern. And yet I believe that in a right use 
of the plans and of the organisation of the Sunday school lies our hope of 
a remedy, and I shall endeavour by and by to point out what the Sunday 
school system may be' made to do in order to meet the need. 

But before doing so, I wish to suggest that our remedy lies first in a 
diligent use of the opportunities of the day school itself, when at least we 
have the children, and may make our influence felt upon them. And 
this in two ways. 

L By giving at least to the elder children more clear and definite in- 
struction in the principles and doctrines of the Church of England. I 
would not have the day school made the arena for religious controversy, 
but when we remember the temptations which will entice these children 
to depart from God, and the inducements held out to depart from their 
allegiance to the Church of England — it seems to me that we dare not 
allow them to be removed from our care, until we have done our best to 
set before them those sound principles of Christian practice based upon 
the doctrines of our Church, which will form their surest safeguard in the 
approaching hour of temptation. And I cannot but regard this duty as 
the more urgent, because of the rapid spread amongst us of a limp, weak, 
flabby molluscous Christianity, which it is the fashion to applaud as un- 
denominational religion, but which, whatever may be its virtues, seems to 
me but a poor and miserable substitute for the strong, powerful, definite, 
and dogmatic teaching of our Church. 

2. But in the next place we may use the day school in order to secure 
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over onr children a personal influence which shall remain when the restraints 
of the day school are cast aside. It may not be possible, indeed, for the 
clergy to know all the children in their schools, but even in the largest 
parishes it might be possible for us to anticipate the approaching separa- 
tion of these children from our control, by arriving at a closer personal 
knowledge of those who are likely soon to be removed from us. The 
elder classes at least might be taught to occupy a somewhat different 
position with reference to their clergy and their church. If they are 
allowed to look upon the clergy only as a part of the day school authority 
and discipline, or if our efforts be only to instruct and not to win, then, 
however arduous may be our work, we shall inevitably find that our hold 
upon our scholars is gone just at the very time when it needs to be most 
tenacious and most strong. 

By a more constant and familiar intercourse with the elder children, 
by a continual setting forth of the characteristics of true manliness, by a 
repeated appeal to Christian principles, and to that dignity to which they 
are already beginning to aspire : by an affectionate interest in their tem- 
poral welfare, and in their hopes and fears in setting forth in life, by 
embracing every opportunity for the recognition of diligence, and, above 
all, by showing a real care for their eternal welfare, we may do much to 
awaken in the children that warm personal affection which will attach 
them to us, and induce them to pay regard to our counsel, and urge them 
to win « our approval, even when the hold of the day school is gone. 
And here t feel that we of the clergy, who have the charge of large 
parishes with enormous populations, need to be very cautious that we do 
not overlook the importance of each individual child. If a whole class 
were to leave the school, en masse, we should at once be startled into alarm, 
but as each separate defection takes place by itself, we are very ready to 
console ourselves with the reflection that it is only one. Yes — only one I 
but one whose example is sure to influence many others — one for whose 
proper guidance we are certainly responsible. And it is just this continual 
leakage, too often passing unnoticed, which must be stopped, if we are to 
retain our hold upon the rising generation. Let us aim, then, at the very 
least, at securing a private interview with each child, before he leaves our 
day school care; let us see to it, that not one passes away from our 
guidance, unless we can give an account for our opportunities with respect 
to each one, to our conscience and to our God. 

II. But when these Church principles have been correctly instilled, 
and when this retaining influence of a personal affection has been gained 
by the clergy, how are we to secure that our children shall remain faithful 
to the Church 1 Now in the organisation of the Sunday school we have a 
system which seems to me to be exactly suited to our needs. I know that 
this suggestion will be met with the objection, that Sunday schools have 
been tried, and' have failed; and I admit the fact, but so often as they 
have failed, it is because there has been a tendency to work the system 
according to the hard rigid lines of day school discipline, and because the 
arrangements have not been sufficiently elastic to allow for a due con- 
sideration of the wants and of the weaknesses, if you will, of these elder 
scholars. But, at any rate, in the plans which I shall venture further to 
suggest, it will be seen that they are such as may be applied to an in- 
dependent organisation, if that be thought necessary, plans which must 
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of course be adopted and followed only so far as they can be made suitable 
to the very diverse necessities of different parishes, although for my present 
))urpose I shall assume that they are carried out in connection with the 
Sunday school itself! 

There ought, then, to be in the Sunday school a sharp, clear, and distinct 
separation, easily recognised and appreciated by the scholars, between an 
upper and a lower division in the school. Admission to the upper and 
senior division should be made to depend not upon attainmenti, but 
solely upon age ; and the link between this senior division and the day 
school should be found in the presence in the Sunday school of those day 
school children who might be expected soon to leave for the business of 
life, and who had already been brought under the power of that strong 
personal influence which I have already attempted to describe. This 
upper division, then, would embrace all scholars from the age at which they 
might be expected to leave the day school, until the age at which they may 
be transferred (probably after confirmation) to the senior or public classes, 
whether held in the school or elsewhere. 

In this upper division it should be assumed that the scholars attend only 
because they like to come, and that, when they cease to care for teacher or 
for school, they will exercise their freedom and stay away. We mcust, 
therefore, be content to relax a good deal the rules and the restraints, 
though not the order of school, and adopt a freer and more confidential 
intercourse with our scholars. I know, indeed, how difficult it is. to deal 
with boys and girls of this age, how trying their self-assertion and self- 
consciousness and self-conceit must always be, and how severely the 
patience and forbearance of the teacher will be taxed. But if we are to 
retain these young people, we must learn to be very tender towards their 
infirmities. Some of us, perhaps, have not yet forgotten the pains which 
we ourselves suffered, when we wanted to be men, and aU the world would 
persist in regarding us as boys. At such a time very little things will vex 
and fret. A sharp word, a hasty rebuke, a thoughtless expression will 
easily offend the budding sense of independence and dignity, and our 
scholar takes himself off in a huff. But the same weaknesses which render 
them very sensitive to slights and snubs, make them also as keenly sensi- 
tive to thoughtful consideration and kindness. 

We can remember, perhaps, the warm sense of gratitude with which, at 
their ag&, we regarded those discerning persons who were willing to allow 
us the position to which we aspired, and to approach us upon equal terms. 
Let us try, then, to deal with our elder scholars in this way, and appeal 
to them on the very ground of the position which they desire, and of the 
consideration which we are willing to show, and urge them no longer to 
behave like children, but to attain and preserve the dignity and self-respect 
«>f manhood. We are told that the secret of Dr. Arnold's success with 
boys was, that he treated them upon this principle, and by giving them 
his full confidence, helped to make them worthy of it. Show that yotf 
respect them, and so teach them to respect themselves. Show them that 
you will always try to believe the best of them and not the worst, and leb 
them learn to regard you at least as a friend who will sympathise, and not 
suspect and irritate and wound. 

In this upper division again, certain privileges will be allo'wed which 
will serve to mark their position and which it will not be difficult to find- 
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Thus, for instance^ they should be dismissed at the end of morning school, 
and permitted to attend the children's service, or iind their own way to 
Church as they may please. Many, too, may be given a share and place 
in the working of the school, and these offices of usefulness will be greatly 
coveted and gladly discharged. To arrange the forms for school or services, 
to distribute class books and Bibles, to collect the missionary money, to 
attend to the library, to take charge of smaller children during prayers, 
or even to inquire after absentees, these are all duties with which they 
may be safely entrusted, and which will give them a sense of importance and 
responsibility. People are not likely to desert a cause in behalf of which 
they have been encouraged diligently toVork. And in all this, teach 
them that they are doing what in them lies to advance Gk>d's work. 
There is no more powerful attraction which you can oppose to the subtle 
enticements of the world, than the happiness and the responsibility of 
doing some definite work for God. Thus, again, they may be encouraged 
to introduce new scholars, and so remove the impediment which a natural 
bashf ulness in seeking admission to a new school often causes. 

In short, make them feel that they are of iLse, that they are wanted, not 
merely to be themselves taught, but also to vxyrk and help forward the 
great cause of God's truth in the world. If they are brought to school 
simply to be taught, then I fear that inducement is .not strong enough of 
itself to hold them, but if you can awaken in them an enthusiasm and a 
zeal for their cause and their work, they will not easily be loosed from 
your control. 

I pass by much that I have hoped to be able to say upon the character 
of the teaching which should be given to these elder scholars^ and content 
myself with suggesting — 

* I. That it should be more of the character of a joint search after God^s 
truth, than of direct instruction. 2. That it should be doctrinal and 
dogmatic, that is, that careful attention should be given to the doctrines 
as distinguished from the historical facts of Christianity, and this especi- 
ally with a view to the preparation for Confirmation and the Holy Com- 
munion. 3. That the teaching should be spiHtual, and that with direct 
application to the temptations and difficulties which they may be expected 
to encounter. 4. That the teaching should be personal and practical, and 
that opportunity should be found of speaking privately to each upon the 
wants of his own soul. 

I pass by also much that I should like to, say upon the arrangement for 
Bible classes of still older scholars, and their relation to the Sunday school, 
to the clergy, and to the Church. I pass by also the important point of 
keeping up an intercourse with old scholars who have left the neighbour- 
hood and the school. 

I dismiss also the question of mixed schools, with the single remark, 
that if I had only two rooms, I would rather give one to the senior, the 
other to the lower division, than one to boys, and the other to girls, and I 
urge, in the last place, the importance of providing frequent opportunities 
upon the week-day for social intercourse of the scholars with the clergy, 
with the teachers, and with one another. This may be had, of course, in 
the homes of individual teachers ; but I cannot but think it is a better 
plan that every scholar who has ceased to attend day school, and who is 
still williug to' attend the Bible class or Sunday school, should be entitled 
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to become a member of an association for the distinct purpose of promot- 
ing friendliness, and sympathy, and Christian union. Upon the card of 
membership, it might be well to give a few pastoral hints for the practical 
guidance of daily life, with, perhaps, a prayer for daily use. This card 
should admit the holder to the periodical social meetings of the association 
once a month or more. Such meetings should not be too formal, and 
need not be very difficult to guide. Tea, lectures, music, recitations, in 
which members should take part, will serve to make the meeting pleasant 
and attractive, and each, of course, would include at least a few words of 
earnest, loving exhortation, and conclude with devotion to God. Such 
social meetings have a great influence, and are the means of drawing 
together, and give opportunity for binding together, the various members 
of different classes and even of different schools. On certain stated occasions, 
there should be a distinct religious service, with a homely, practical address 
to the members, intended especially for 'them, and to which none but 
members should be admitted. 

And I venture to say that to these gatherings young people of both sexes 
should be admitted. I fear that there is a very general feeling that it is 
necessary to place some hard and severe restraint upon the very natural 
desire for opportunities of intercourse between young people. You cannot 
frown it down or stamp it out, but by attempting this, you may very 
easily lose your elder scholars. And if this is to go on — ^and no power 
that you can exert will stop it — I for one prefer that it should have that 
sort of guarantee, which complete openness and publicity alone can give. 
If we have not all forgotten the sweet follies of our youth, we shall be 
ready to confess that human nature will probably prove too strong for 
rules framed only for its repression. 

It is never wise unduly to weigh down the safety-valve. You may stop 
the escape of steam, but you run a terrible risk of bursting the boiler. 

Now, in what I have said I am quite aware that I have restated old 
truths and invented nothing new. The Church of England Sunday School 
Institute, of the cocfindttee of which I have the honour to be chairman, 
has been setting forth these truths for thirty years past, and it may be 
thought it is quite time for something new. 

Now, sir, this is an age for inventing new machinery and new organisa- 
tion and new plans. Men find the old machinery docs not work, and so 
they set to work to invent new. My own belief is, that what we want is 
not new machinery, but more steam. The old machinery will go well 
enough if you supply it with the motive power. And to my mind a great 
deal of energy is wasted in forming new plans that will not work, which 
might be more usefully employed in generating more steam. 

Heap the fuel of Christian love upon the fire of a warm heart and a 
tender sympathy, and you will produce such a power as will astonish you 
in its effects. A quick and active sympathy with the young, rightly 
directed and diligently exerted, is irresistible. 

It was a wise saying of a wise man, the late Bishop Wilberforce, that 
the office of the Sunday school was to " teach reUgious truth and to fomi 
religious character." The work of the teacher is not only to instruct, but 
to help and to guide, and that especially the elder scholars in our schools. 
Why should this most important office be tossed half-contemptuouily to 
the younger and inexperienced members of our Church 1 Is it not worthy 
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of the most earnest efforts of all 1 Is it not enough t^ satisfy the most 
exalted ambition ? Only a day or two ago I was told by a man of mature 
years, who had himself been a Sunday school teacher and superintendent 
in a large school, ** All the good that is in me I owe, under God, to my 
Sunday school teacher." Yes, what we want is more of the motive power 
of Christian love, and if this be wanting no amount of mere machinery 
will retain the young. 

But let this be given, and let all your plans and all your means be 
directed to the highest and the noblest aims of leading your children to 
the Lord ; let your personal influence, tender and true and strong, be felt ; 
lay your own hand, as it were, upon the shoulder of the young man or 
woman, and remember that when you have won that one for God, when you 
have by the Holy Spirit's power caused that soul to be set on fire by love 
to Christ, then, and then only, will you really have solved the question, 
How best to keep the young faithful to the Church. 



The Rev. J. Sidney Tyacke, M.A., Vicar of Helston, 
Cornwall. 

In dealing with the question, ** How best to keep the young faithful to 
the Church after leaving school,'' I would treat it as an entirely personal 
one. 

I would go so far as slightly to alter its form thus — '^ How shall w^ 
best keep the young faithful to the Church after leaving school" Before 
answering the question directly, I would deal with our own personal 
position. By '^ we " I do not mean simply one's self or the body of the 
clergy — but many besides these — mknj whom, I hope, I am addressing 
this afternoon — iJl who have been led to and have undertaken a work so 
holy, difficult, and important. 

I answer my question thus, unhesitatingly — we must be faithful to the 
Church ourselves, and they must know it and feel it. We must regard 
Christ's Church as one body in the strictest sense, and our branch of the 
Church, here in England, as best representing it. There is nothing egotistic, 
nothing of arrogance or mere self-satisfaction here ; it is to be ^* faithfiU.'* 
Whether we will or no, our very position is a decision, a choice, a pre- 
ference. We believe we hold, and represent, and put forward the truth 
of Christ, in the form least admixt with human error. ** Charity," true 
Christian Lovingness, may be, I trust should be, very wide — wide enough 
to embrace, in a loving hope for God's mercy, all who believe in Jesus 
Christ according to the light vouchsafed — "all," whether the other 
branches of the Church, Catholic, Orthodox or Eoman, the Protestant and 
Presbyterian Churches, abroad or at home, or that multitudinous and 
ever-increasing band of Nonconformists or Dissenters by which we are 
surrounded. 

This is one thing. But to say, or allow others to think we believe, 
that it makes no difference to which we belong, is another — ^that I venture 
to say is unfaithfulness. Charity does not mean doubt, indecision, or 
necessarily silence. *' We believe, and therefore speak " must be sometimes 
the teacher^s motto concerning unpalatable truths. I believe that if we desire 
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to keep the young faithful to the Church, it must be to the Church in and 
to which they see us faithful, whose doctrines we teach, and whose services 
we value, and whose discipline we maintain. Such, I venture to say, must 
they be who wish to keep the young faithful to the Church after leaving 
school. Next, I would try to answer the question, How such persons may 
hope best to do this. To '* keep them after leaving school" implies that 
we have them in our schools before. So the first essential is a good school, 
not simply a Sunday school, but a '^day school '' as it is called, in which the 
Church's teaching is daily brought before the children, under our supervi- 
sion, superintendence, and co-operation — wc must teach the children, 
and especially the elder ones, for they will soon be leaving us. We should 
teach them thoroughly, strictly, and with due discipline. We must not be 
afraid to be thought, or called, hard. I believe every child worth any- 
thing will recognise the due co-relation betwixt discipline and love. They 
learn the lesson early that we are thorough, and. whilst they fear to disobey, 
they do not resent correction. No, for they feel the heart in the tones 
of the voice, they read it in the eye, and we, for our part, know that the 
holiest book of Divine wisdom has taught us that really discipline (vasdiiu) 
is a synonym of ** love." 

Out of school, love (for this is the key of all) will have freer play, and 
eyes that were moist with tears just now, will beam and flash back joy and 
pleasure as they catch your kindly smile, your hearty greeting, and tokens 
of loving sympathy ; you will watch the children's games, sometimes join 
in them — if of the clergy, you will not forget your children even in the 
style of your sermons. " There's our parson." Young lips will soon 
frame words like these. Long before they leave the school you will have 
learned the character of their homes and the difl^culties coming from 
thence, their dispositions, temperaments, tempers, failings, and sins. 
They will admit you within their hearts, they will give you their confi- 
dence because they know you love them. They leave the schooL It will 
be a wrench for you, but you do not lose sight of them. Soon yon learn 
their new difficulties, and your advice is taken as to how to meet them ; 
you are suffered to say a word about their society and companionship. 
They are not lost to your teaching either ; you still have them in the 
Sunday school, and now you invite them to join your mid-week Bible 
class, and, it may be you meet from time to time in the semi-devotional 
classes of your guild or society.* You get them sometimes to do little 
things for you, for which their special employ fits them. Sometimes a 
strain will be felt, for you are obliged for their sakes to blame their 
conduct, thwart their wishes, and require some sacrifice. This may cause 
temporary estrangement — but they know you are right I and trust you, by 
and by, they will " put it right " again. 

They leave home, perhaps, but your love, your personal interest, personal 
intercourse, still follows them. Your handwriting is as welcome as it is 
fanuliar, and the confidence of the past is maintained and even intensified 
by the yearning which absence causes. You have also done something 
for them in their new home, for which they are grateful — you sent a 
'' letter of commendation " with them, and they find through it another 
heart to care for them, and another church with the same old services, 
only in a strange land, dearer than before, still open to them — ^and there's 
* E.g., " The Society of Holy laving.'* 
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nowhere they feel their hearts softer, than in the church that speaks to 
them of what they loved " at home." 

Think you they will not ask " why " sometimes — when they feel this 
constant care irksome or pleasant 1 " Why does he take all this trouble 
about me 1 " and perhaps he answers himself — " Oh, he likes me ! " But 
then he thinks of somebody else treated in the same way, but whom he 
thinks nobody likes, and so he says again — " Yes, but he treats So-and-so 
the same, and I don't think he can like him / " So he seeks and finds 
another reason. " Ob, I know, it is because he is a clergyman ! " And 
then by a very simple process of reasoning, he goes on to say : " Well, if 
this is what the Church expects her clergy to do, people may say what 
they like, and call me what they please, but / shall stick to the GhurcL" 
It may be he seems, and is being weaned away from you, and that may 
be very well, but he is drawing nearer his Master and yours within the 
Church, Confirmation places before him truths, duties, responsibilities, 
requirements, as he never saw them before, and he feels they meet his 
case. He has experienced new temptations, because conscious of personal 
-weakness, and here is the antidote just in time — here is the strength. He 
learns from your lips, as he would from none beside, the teaching of the 
Church of Christ. He sees as you unfold it the reason of your entertain- 
ing the stromg views you do — views which he has heard over and over 
again characterised — until he began to think it must be so — '' narrow, 
bigoted, and prejudiced " — he learns to see that if what you teach is true 
they are consistent, reasonable, and right. He goes to Confirmation with 
deepened religious convictions — he goes away from it in the eyes of the 
world a stricter Churchman. He is invited, because he is earnest and 
modest and truthful and honest and patient and kind, to attend some 
other service, or join, at any rate, on " week days," some class-meeting. 
He refuses, " I belong to the Church," he says, " and I find what I want 
there." Yes ! Communion with his God, and fellow-churchmen too. It 
may not seem so to you — ^you may find him disputative, asking strange and 
heterodox questions, advancing and contending for false doctrine — it dis- 
heartens — ^but look at the explanation. He only wants to meet the argu- 
ments, answer the questions, disprove the reasons, find authority for what 
is brought before him and against him in his workshop or when with other 
companions, and he knows you can and will help him. And when he 
finds again they cannot answer him, he says, *^I knew the Church was 
right, only I did not know what to say ! " It may not be always thus, 
but, alas ! far otherwise — and the old scholar and member of your Bible- 
class and confirmed and once regular communicant, may become all you 
feared and prayed and strove against, and oh ! how heavy the disappoint- 
ment, how sad the fall, how disgraceful, how injurious the scandal ! 
" This the Church communicant ! " Yes, but hush ! wait one moment. 
Listen ! " If no one else will come to me, I know he will." And he did ; 
and there at the penitent's death-bed heard his confession of how he had 
knelt and prayed to communicate aright — had sought and found forgive- 
ness. Poor sad heart ! and was it not faithful to the Church in death ? 

This surely* is the only way to keep them faithful — ^to hve/ Love, 
chastened by prayer, consecrated to the Master. Love, interest, affection, 
self-denial, patience, perseverance, hope, prayer, faith. This surely will 
keep them faithful ; at any rate, it is prompted by the highest motive — 
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zeal for our Master's cause. We may, we should, le^ve them humbly la 
His hands. 

** To keep the young faithful to the Church ! " What is this to us and 
them 1 may I not be allowed to ask. To us it is the consciousness of 
God's blessing on our heart's purpose, the seal of our ministry — ^to them 
it is peace and hope and joy. But more, it is the training of the rising 
generation of Englishmen as English Churchmen — and what two nobler 
earthly titles are there ? It is the preparing centres of holy light and 
influences, which in many a home, many a school, many a workshop, many 
a sphere of varied occupation, shall in their turn have learned and them- 
selves helped to ^ect this noblest work, " How best to keep the young 
faithful to the Church after leaving school" 



ADDKESSES. 
Mr. Eugene Stock. 



I WANT to put before the Oongress this one principle of action— not the machinery, but 
the man. Whether yon have old machinery, as Mr. Kitto urges, or new machinery, 
either will fail'if yoti have not the man to work it ; while if you get the right man, you nay 
let him choose his own machinery, and -he will work it in his own way. All depends on 
personal influence. I will give three examples of personal influence well applied, and 
then make three remarks upon the way to exercise this personal influence. Two of my 
three cases I will take from the work of ladies. It is more to the influence of women 
than of men that we must look to retain the young in connection with the Church. The 
lady I am going to speak of lived in a large rural parish which had been very much 
neglected, and which swarmed with boys who did nothing but make themselves a nuis- 
ance to everybody. She invited them to come to a night-school which she was going to 
conduct herself. The first night nine came ; on the second, thirty-three ; on the third 
and fourth nights the attendance was larger ; after that, for eight months, it never fell, 
below seventy-five. At first none of these boys could read or write, and nineteen of them 
did not know their right hand from their left. At the end of eight months almost all 
of them could read the Bible, and every one, without exception, had bought a Bible for 
himself. The lady further invited any who liked to come on Sunday evening for three- 
quarters of an hour before the evening service for a Bible reading ; and forty on an aver- 
age came throughout the winter. There is an example of personal influence, carried on 
with perseverance, and -animated by what we can only call "^0," which is one of the 
most essential qualities in any one who seeks by personal influence to keep the young in 
connection with the Church. Now let me mention the work of another lady whose in- 
fluence was exercised upon a very different class— that of domestic servants, and upon an 
especially difficult class of them— domestic servants in families where only one servant is 
kept, or, at the most, two. This was in a large suburban parish, and the lady said to 
the clergyman, " Will you give me a room in which I can gather young servants together, 
and try if I can do them good, on Sunday aftemocm ? *' He said, " You can't get them ; 
still if you can manage to get half-a-dozen, I will give you a room." She found by ob- 
servation that, about twelve o'clock every day, all these drudges eame out to scour the 
door-steps, and she went round at that time and said a kindly word or two to those whom 
she saw, and invited them to come on Sunday to her own residence. ^ The next Sunday 
not one of them appeared. She did not, however, despair ; but she remained for six 
weeks expecting them, and continuing to invite such as she saw at the daily scouringi 
On the seventh Sunday one came, and the class was chily begun with her alone ; and on 
the following Sunday the same girl came again, bringing another with her. In two or 
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three montliB* time the sixth arriyed ; and then the room was gives. And now there is 
a Bible class of between forty and fifty of these young women every Sunday, meeting 
not in that room, but in' a house purchased and ^tted up as a Servants* Home by the 
labours of this ^dy, and as the result of this work. Now let me give you an example 
of work done by a man's influence. One of the most approved kinds of machinery in 
vogue at present for influencing the young is a Youths* Institute for lads from fourteen 
to -twenty years of age. The principle of these institutes is, that a young man needs 
recreation as well as counsel and education ; and therefore they provide games, musical 
entertainm^ts, and so forth. The Islington Youths* Insl^tute was started many years 
ago, and for two or three years it was not much of a success ; but at length the man sap' 
peared, and he threw himself heartily into it. For several winters he was never absent from 
his post, and every evening of the week throughout the winter no engagements tempted 
Lim away. He had many invitations to go into society, but dedined fthem all. The 
number of members rose to 250, and there were always from 50 to 60 waiting for admis- 
sion. There were ihree or four classes going on every evening, besides various enter- 
tainments ; and on Saturday evening my friend held a Bible class, which he conducted 
hmiself , and the average attendance of which rose to 160. This was done simply by ^^e 
power of personal influence. He knew every boy that joined ; he knew all about him, 
about his father and mother, his brothers and sisters, his uncles and aunts ; and if any 
one of them was ill, he knew of it and went to see him. Unfortunately, other fields of 
labour tempted his vigorous mind, and he worked beyond his strength, until the multi- 
plicity of his labours brought hini to a premature grave. In his last illness, when I was 
visiting him on one occasion, he pointed to a cupboard dose by, and said, ** In that cup- 
board are my greatest treasures.'* He stretched out his hand—his thin and feeble hand 
— and oi>ened the door, and there I saw piles of letters. " Yes,** said he, **all letters 
from my boys." He corresponded with every one of them, and I am speaking what I 
personally know when I say that many a boy has he saved from ruin by that earnest and 
constant exercise of his x)ersonal influence. When his body was laid in Highgate Ceme- 
tery last year, 1200 people attended his funeral. 

Now I will make three remarks on the exercise of this personal iiifluenee. The 
first is, if we [wish , to influence any class we must make ourselves thon>iighly 
acquainted with the habits of life and thought* of that Mass. ^is is not so easy as at 
first sight it may seem to be. It is not an easy thing to put ourselves into their {dace 
and see things as they see them. They live iit a world of their own quite apart from 
ours. Ko doubt the best way to become thoroughly acquainted with them is to win 
their confidence. Yet let us not omit to employ any incidental methods that may come 
in our way to make ourselves acquainted with their habits. I had a boy in my Sunday 
school a few years ago who was a candidate for Confirmation. He was a frank earnest 
good fellow, not apparently with much personal religious experience, but jiist one of 
those to whom the season of Confirmation is so often blessed. He came to me one day 
and said, '* I am very sorry, sir, but after all I can*t take the oath ** — that was his idea of 
Confirmation. "George/* I said, "I am very sorry for that; what is the meaning of 
it? " All he replied was, " I am sorry for it, but I can't." He saw I should like to 
know, €ind yet I did not wish to be too abrupt. I don*t like probing boys too closely. 
But I aaid, " I am afraid there must be sometloag in your life whiidi ds liot consistent 
wiHh the character of a true Christian, something you will not give iq>.^ ** Yes,** said 
he, ^ tb«re is, but it is not my fault ; I would gladly give it up, but I can't.*' An idea 
struck me. I had just been reading a book called Some HabU$ €f the Workmg Okuses, 
by a Journeyman Engineer ; and knowing that George was in a large building yard, I 
imagined that I had lut the secrete I said, " George have you got tb beep nixf" The 
poor feOoVs face turned scarlet. " Yes," said he, * * I have:" I daresay there nuiy be 
8<mM here who do not know the meaning of '* keeping nix." It means keeping wateh 
at the dOOT of ihe workshop when the overlooker is away, and tUe men are doing some 
little jobs of i^ir own, and/giving a signal when the overlooket if coming badk. The 

N 
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result of ibe conyersation was that the boy gave up his situation rather than observe 
the trade custom any longer. • The second remark I would make is this :~ Whilst we 
must attempt to influence as much as we can all who'come within our reach, I thmk it is 
wise to endeavour to influence still more closely an inner circle. I mean this : while 
there will be a great many who will receive our general instructions and join us in onr ' 
general plans, we should seek to gather together a few aroiind us who may be imbued 
with our spirit, upon whom we may impress the stamp of our character and views, or 
rather I would say, not our views but the Church's view ; and then let those go out to in- 
fluence others. The highest kind of influence is that which influences those who will 
again influence others in their turn, I do not mean that this inner circle is to consist 
of m^nbers selected by ourselves. There must be nothing savouring of favouritism. 
The circle will make itself by a process of natural selection. This was the principle 
upon which the old Greek philosophers used to gather their disciples round them. I 
take it this was the principle of the Schools of the Prophets under Samuel and Elisba. 
In this way the great missionaries of ihe dark ages, men like St. Cuthbert and St. 
Oolumba, worked. In our own day Dr. Arnold is a conspicuous example. I will 
venture to give a personal reminiscence in illustration of this point. I had myself for 
some years a Sunday Bible class of forty lads. Besides our Sunday meetings, we Qcca- 
si(mally had entertainments, such as a tea-party or a visit to a museum, or an excursion, 
in which all would join. But beyond all this, I sought to draw the more thoughtful 
ones more closely round me by various special methods. One winter, for instance, I 
gave a course of lectures on Church History, Of course they were open to all, but as % 
matter of fact they were only attended by about a dozen. These, however, formed the 
inner cirde. Where are they now ? One of them is a missionary in India ;• another is 
just going to be a missionary in Africa ; one is preparing for holy orders ; one or two are 
superintendents of Sunday schools, and I believe most of the others are teachers. I am 
sure you will pardon this special reference. The last x>oint is, what is to be the end and 
aim of all this personal influence ? Is it to win the young from debasing associations and 
evil companions? Yes, certainly. But that is not alL Is it to make them loyal Church- 
men ? . Yes, assuredly. But even that is not all. It is that they may be led to con- 
secnvte themselves personally to the service of their Saviour. Now we can only do this 
by b^ng personally consecrated ourselves. By all means let us be bright and cheerful ^ 
by all means let us join in their fun ; but let us not be so^well, funny — as that when- 
ever it really does come to pass that a boy is bowed down in his conscience by the con- 
victing grace of the Holy Ghost, he shall be afraid to come to us with the story. Let 
us not be such as that he may say, I cannot tell Aim. Let us be such as that we shall be 
the first to whom he comes with confidence. That will be ^he way in which we shall not 
only win them to ourselves but win them to Christ. In the old familiar words, we must 
not only " allure to brighter words," but, "lead the way." 



Mr. John Shelly. 

Wb all agree that the teaching of children in our schools ought to be such as to keep 
them faithful to the Church, yet I suppose we must all be ready to confess that it has 
failed. Why has it failed? What are its faults? How can we improve? Fnnt, I 
am quite sure that we want to give children plainer teaching about the offices of the 
Church. People are not likely to be interested in Church services, or to continue to 
attend the services of the Church, unless they can use their inrayer-books readily and 
intelligently. And remember that the Prayer-book is a difficult book ; to a great many 
people it is a book in a dead language, and it is always a very difficult book to use 
for people who are not instructed in its use. The use of it does not o<»n6 by the light 
of nature. It must be taught. Well, then, our teaching of it ought to be more 
practical than it usually is. What wonder is it, for example, if boys and girls run off 
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to the register^office and get married in the cheapest possible way if they have neve^ 
been tanght the true dignity of marriage as a great mystery x>r sacrament ? Then we 
must not be afraid to teach our boys and girls, first, why they are Christians and not 
infidels, and then why they are Churchmen and not Disse'hters. This can be done with 
the most perfect charity towards those who differ from us. If you do not beUeve in 
the Church, why on earth do you belong to it? And if you do belieye in it, why on 
earth should you be afraid to teach its doctrine I Then, again, this doctrine must not 
be taught as a mere collection of historical facts ; it must be taught as a present actual 
and powerful reality. For example, people will teach children that Mary was the 
mother of Christ. Mary is the mother of Christ, and that makes all the difference 
between a mere historical fact and a doctrine of present vital importance. The idea 
of l^e ccmtinuity of the Church should be kept up in their minds. A great many 
people seem to think that the Church somehow disappeared in a mist at the death of 
the last of the apostles, and revived some forty or fifty years ago; and considering 
many of the sermons (not all) which people hear in> church, they would be justified in 
that belief. Then give them plain teaching about the dangers that are likely to assail 
them, 'the temptations of dress, temptations of intemperance, temptations of infidelity, 
the temptations of impurity. There is no need for you to suggest sin, but it is not 
safe to ignore sin ; and if you suspe^ sin, as you sometimea will, let no false delicacy 
or shame prevent you from inquiring as tenderly, as kindly as possible, but fearlessly, 
that you may, if possible, discover it, and help them to overcome it. If you know, 
and how many of you do know, the comfort of confession, the joy of absolution, do not 
be afraid to encourage others to receive the same comfort and to share the same joy. 
Generally (I speak from experience) you will find that with children and with young 
people the first sin, the first cause of declension, is the neglect of private prayer. Do 
not take it for granted that your boys and girls say their morning and evening prayers 
regularly : do not question them formally and in a set manner about it, but if you are 
in earnest you can find it out and keep them up to the mark. Then as you see them 
begin to break away from church— I am speaking to the laity rather than to the clergy 
— find out what has led them away, and try to bring them back. To effect this you 
must make your church as attractive as possiUe. Here I speak to the clergy and 
churchwardens, and to all those who have the power of promoting the attractiveness 
of the church, whether by its services or arrangements. We have been taught a great 
deal how to keep children faithful to the Church. I can tell you how to make them 
unfaithful. Put them in dark galleries or the free seats, whilst they are at the Sunday* 
school, and do not |et them come to church afterwards, unless they are able to pay for 
a seat. You must keep your church really free. Your young people will be just 
as much frightened away by hassocks on the floor and books on the bookboard as they 
will hy having to pay sixpence or a shilling. Then they must be encouraged. Katuially, 
they are timid at taking the first responsibilities of entering as independent persons the 
church into which they have been taken by the teacher. Watch for them at the door ; 
do not let them meet the verger or the pew-opener, but take care of them yourselves ; 
give them a hymn book, as they wUl probably have left theirs at home* and let them 
at once feel that they are welcome in the house of God, your home and theirs. I know 
from my own memory, and from 'vdiat I have heard from others, how great an 
encouragement and a joy it is to young people to hear special reference made in sermons 
to their wants, their difficulties, and their temptations. I know when it happens, as 
it does sometimes happen, that a parish priest is sure to say something to the young 
people at the beginning or middle or the end of his sermon, how they watch for it 
patiently aU through. That is their little bit of lesson for the Sunday, and profit for 
the week. You have been told how ipiportant it is to seek out the natural leaders — 
those who are the bom leaders among the boys and girls. ISiey will be your choirboys, 
fx serve before the altar, the leaders of their brothers and sisters to church and to Gk>d. 
When these children whom you have got into guilds, or made useful in your choir or 
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At your altar, are obliged to ie^ve their early home for some thickly peopled dty, where 
they have no friend to take them in, you can f oUoir them by letter ta the prieet of tiie 
parish in which they are abont to settle. And let me ^dll you that the guUds with 
which many of you are acquainted have now spread their network so far OT«r the land, 
that there is a Gui^diT Union which can tell you of guilds in almost every important 
town in England, where you will find those who are willing to take those whom yon 
recommend, and make them feel immediately at home. It is not merely the work of 
the clergy and Sundely •school teachers to keep the young faithful to the Church. It is 
eminently the work of masters and mistresses. Masters and employers of labour, 
whether of errand boys or young clerks, remember your duty to them is not a duty «f 
mere contract to pay them money wages for service done. God has g^ven to you surely 
a deep and solemn responsibility about the souls of these young people, who are to so 
great an extent put under your care. Dare you employ them, as I know boys are 
emplo3red, so as to prevent them ever coming to church or school on Sunday moning? 
Dare yon, mistresses, keep your domestic servants so that they shall never ba?e «a 
opportunity of coming to an early celebration of Holy Communion? Your duty doei 
not end with giving the opportunity. The opportunity is sometimes given in such a 
manner that the servant dare not avail herself of it. Make them feel <^t they are 
your fellow Churchmen or Churchwomen. Make l^em feel that you sympathise with 
them in their joys, in their difficulties, their temptations, and i^eir trials ; and yon will 
find them better and more faithful servants than ever, and not only so, but you will 
find a reward in a faithfulness and depth of affection which ol^erwise you could hardly 
imagine. Your duty, let me remind you once more, in condusion, is not merdy a dntj 
of contract. It is a duty of personal responsibiHty, and with you, masters and mis- 
tresses, rest in a vexy great degree the pow^ and responsibility of keeping young 
persons faithful to the Church. 



DISCUSSION. 
The Rbv. PjaBBENDAKY Salmok. 

So much that I intended to s^ has been already aniacipated, and that, too, in such beau- 
tiful language, and with such great earnestness, that I will only occupy your time for a 
very few minutes in trying to bring home some of those thoughts which have been set 
before us. I feel more and more convinced that this afternoon's meeting has hit upon 
the right note, as it were, throughout the whole of these proceedings, the note yrMi 
springs from that feeling which unites us in one bond of Union as a Chureh, in felloir- 
ship with each other, with work to do, in genuine sympathy and earnest love. There 
are two things that have been cursorily mentioned this afternoon by one or two speakers 
that I would try to enforce most eamesl^y upon all my brother clergy present, the 
necessity for joining together the elder children of our Sunday schools into a guild, or 
association, or society ; I care not what you caU it ; but let us have the thing, I hsTe 
often found that the influence which has been expended on a child and a yojing person 
in one parish has been compMely lost by the isolalnon caused by leaving the old home 
and going to some great city, or some distant land, and being altogether deprived of 
that hand of sympathy stretched out, and from being without that l)ond of love which 
ought to join Us altogether wherever we may be throughout the worid, as one Church. 
Those guilds or associations should have a two-fold des^ ; the spiritual life of the 
children, and the social union of the children. First of all, I would unite ihan all 
together ior daily prayer in some short form, printed on a card, which they^fi^eany 
with ^em into their homes ; and, then, I would g^ve them some definite work^ and ask 
them not to pledge themselves to too^ much, bnt to make eome firm retolution^that, G«d 
helping ihem, wherever they go, they will do some little specific act for Christ and His 
'Chinch* I tiiink thait those letters of commendation which have been briefly alladed 
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to mig^t be much more extended than tliey are al present. I lire in a large pariaU 
aajielf, boA eDUstantiy have jonng persena ceming into my parish, whd are there for 
two or three month* before I know of their existienee,. because Yery few of my Wother 
elergy send me any letter of eommendation with them. Therefore I hope and trust 
to see those letters of oommeodation univensstlly employed, and tlso to see the guilds 
or assodatioBs for elder children mate united than they are at present, so thAt wheze- 
erer young persons go, they may be takan at once by the hand by the cleigy and Uy- 
helpers of that parish, and join that association which exists in thit parilh^ as a branch 
of one which should extend throughout the world. I wotild say this i&e mo;c^ strongly 
becaxise I have lately been in conrersalxon with a friend who has been some time in 
America. He has visited several of the old members of guilds and associations which 
he has instituted in his own paririi. He has seen soitie ef them in distant parts of 
America, and he tells me, and I hear the same thihg f rbm the outlying scyttlements in 
Australlay that tiiese assooiatioha have been o£ the greatest vakie to them iK kdeping 
them la eorrespondenice with the Ohurdi at hoiiiet. Let tiot these who have Very mw^h 
parisbes think that their parishes are hardly large enough for sU this erg^inisatioa ; for I 
maintain tiiat this organisation in both instances naay be carried etit more thoroughly 
in small parishes than inr large parishee, so thslt thotto who oao go ferih from those 
small parishes may leave, as it were, the great masses whkh we lA tHe laige pstrishes 
find it almost impossible to reach. They should gb forth from wttf villages throughout 
the land, into our workshopsi ahd our moat djistiuat settlemejite'by emigratimi, and 
carry with them that form of Church life, and those firm Church principles which 
ought to be a bond of sympathy throughout the world. 



Mr. Arthur Mills,, M.P. 

Thb remarks which I have healed 6n the importanee of having children^ services struck 
me so rery much, that I ivish to say a few words in corroboration of that view, having 
been myself a Sunday school teacher off and on for seVeral' years, and having been 
obliged to take some interest in education by being a miember of that unpopular biody, 
the London School Board. It has been said that tihe system adopted at oui: Sunday 
schools needs reform in many respects. I am not going to find fault with Sunday 
schools generally, because I am thankful to say in many cases they are great means of 
good. But I wiii^ to point out the fact that the chiMren generally have two schocib on 
Sunday and two services. When you consider the age of the children, when you con- 
sider the length of the services, and how many sermons are unsuitaUe for children, I 
think we must have a little sympathy for these poor things. I have seen them in tenor 
of a stick being laid on by their master, and knoddng* their little toes together during 
a long sermon which they could not understand. I have watched my own sons ^Irhen 
they were taking a very affectionate interest in the services of t^e church, and I have 
seen them become gradually irksome to them. I am not saying a single syllable against 
the appropriateness of the services of the Church for adults, but I say we ought to fedd 
with proper nutriment children of a tender age. Those who are familiar with country 
parishes will know the "idle corner,'* where the hobbadehdys are to bo seen clustering 
together during divine service. Tlie bosrs say, " We have had enough of this [tort of 
thing during the years of our school-time, now we*ll hate a spell of freedoita." The long 
services have had much to do with bringing about this state of things. One cause why 
the Church loses control over her younger children is that our services and the artange* 
ments of our school are hardly suited to their age and capacity. As a practical' sugges- 
tion, let me mention this— I have often thought if itwere possible tiiat the elder duldarrti 
in the schools, with the help of those volunteers we find I hope in mest parishes in suffi- 
cient numbers, should take charge of the younger ciuldren during the hours of divine 
service, it would be a great advantage. They should bav^e a suitaUe service with^ hymns 
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nnd prayers, ibey might hvre a harmoniiim in the icfaoolroom; and let going to 
chUfoh be a piivilege for the few, rather than a penalty for the many. I befiere that if 
some snoli arrangement wonld be made for the children, they would find it an enjoy- 
ment. Some people will say the fault is with our system of elementary education 
altogether. They will, perhaps, tell me, " Here you are a member of the London School 
Board. Why you are the greatest sinners yourselves ! ** I heard my excellent friend 
Archdeacon Benison say in the Congress Hall that the state of elementary education 
was as bad as it was in the days of Julian the apostate. I certainly cannot go quite so 
far as that, but I remember hearing a description of the education given in a school 
— ^under a certain very liberal system of education — ^the person who described it said, 
**The children are taught sewing, knitting, cooking, potato-planting, and astronomy, 
leaving religious matters till they arrive at a* mature age, and are able to chdose for 
themselves without prejudice.*' That is not the system adopted by the London School 
Board. Thanks to the bounty of one of its members, and also to Lord Sandon, we have 
passed a bye-law, by which all the children should not only have the Bible read, which 
amounts to very little, but that they should have such religious education as is suited 
t'> the capacities of the children. I hope that principle will be maintained, and extended 
to all our elementary schools* Then I hope the evil words now spoken of the Sdiool 
Boards will not be justified by the facts, and that in future ages they will be a blessing 
to the country. In the meantime I hope we shall all do our utmost to have children's 
services in our parishes, and so teach the children to love the Church. 



The Rev. A. C. Thynnb, M.A., Prebendary of Exeter, 
Rector of Kilkhampton, Cornwall. 

I SHOULD not venture to speak oh this subject, were it not that while the experience 
and the interest of our ablest and most eners^tic men are directed upon the g^eat 
centres of work and civilisation, the rural districts are apt to be comparatively lost sight 
of in these discussions ; and I am not surprised at it, for many reasons combine to make 
work for the young in towns, though difficult, still practicable ; whereas in the rural 
districts it seems more like contending against impossibilities than overcoming difficultiei. 
Yet it is very in^wrtant that we should turn our attention more to rural districts in 
these days when the Agricultural Labourers* question is agitating the country, for it is 
to Church teaching that we must look to counteract the evils of an agitation in which 
the mixture of truth and righteousness increases so vastly the difficulty. For there is truth 
and righteousness on the side of this question, and yet the manner of conducting it is doing 
great moral injury to the agricultural labourer, and takes the special form of opposition 
to the Church, as you may see by the very fact of the hostility shown to the Church 
on the part of the paid agitators. They seem to know very well that the teaching of 
the Church will keep the men straight in the path of common-sense and duty ; and that 
it is the only restraining power to prevent them from belonging to those societies which 
after all only fatten the agitator and ruin the labourer. So their first cry for justice is 
mingled with abuse of the Church. See the importance, then, of keeping the youth 
faithful to that Church, and so saving him from this charybdis of agitation. So much 
then for the importance of these efforts. Now I would say a few words about the 
difficulties. I dare say some of you have read a book edited by Mr. Legard, called 
*' Ploughing and Sowing." In the preface to that book he makes this remark with 
regard to farm lads. — " They are a most difficult class to reach, to influence, and to 
retain, but yet not for that to be utterly neglected. Difficulty is not impossibility." 
Our chief difficulty, I venture to say, lies in our ignorance of the farm lad with whom 
we have to deal. We think we know him and can fathom him, but we do not. We do 
not allow for that power of acting possessed by these farm boys, especially in the West 
Country. I remember an instance of this which happened some time ago. A farmer 
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was very much exerdsed in his mind aboui the rapid di8a|)pearaBe6 of the hortos' oats, 
and one day he saw a yoong urehin going into the ham at a time when he had no 
business to be there. The fiarmer locked the bam door and quietly walked home, bnt 
-to his surprise the first person whom he saw when he turned the comer, was the lad he 
had lodced in. He went back to the bam, unlocked it, and there was the bag of oats in 
such a position that it had evidently been tampered with, upon which he asked the boy 
what he meant by going into the bam and how he had managed to get out ? The boy, 
putting on an imperturbable face said, " Well, 111 tell 'e the truth, marster ; when I 
heard ybu turn the key I fainted right thro' the floor/' But that is not aU. We mis- 
understand their more tender feelings; for example, we do not always aBow for their 
shyness which prevents a display of affection and gratitude. We are apt to think when 
we look at the dirty house, the unloving manner, and hear too often the unloving words 
of the farm labourers, that romance has never had a place in their hearts. Tet I think 
we should be a little surprised sometimes to hear the very exaggerations of tender 
sentiment of which some are capable at times. Tes, the power of loving God, or man, 
or woman, does not need education to call it out. In the sweet words of my dear old 
friend Bobert Hawker, the Poet of Morwenstow, a name not unknown or imloved in 
Plymouth : 

** The poor have hands, and feet, and eyes, 

Flesh and a feeling mind ; 
They breathe the breath of mortal sighs, 

They are of human kind. 

They weep such tears as others shed, / 

And now and then they smile ; 
For sweet to them is that poor bread 

They win with honest toil. 

The poor men have their weddiog day, 

And children climb their knee ; 
They have not many friends ; for they 

Are in such misery. 

They sell their youth, their skill, their pains 

For hire in hUl and glen ; 
The tery blood within their veins, 

It flows for other men." 

I .might enlarge upon other traits, in the character and circumstances of these farm- 
lads, such as their fear of great folks, and their dread of interference with their free- 
•dom of action. I might speak of the distance at which so many of them live from 
churches, and schools, which renders it impossible daring many months of the year, 
in this Western climate, for them to come out to classes or night schools'; but I have 
meither time, nor knowledge, to suggest a solution of the difficulty, and I ask those 
iwho have greater experience in the matter of dealing with farm-lads to give us some 
of their greater wisdom, and tell us how we may not only bring them to our schools, 
■when they are young, but how we can possibly influence, during their still immature 
j-ears, those whose characters it is so hard to decipher. I would add one word more. 
It must be done through their feelings, but how to gain them ! How can a hard- 
w^orked clerg3rman give his time, an absorbing amount of ,time to this work ? How 
touch their feelings, and gain their confidence ? I have only two ideas to contribute. 
Qet them to club together for a dinner or supper four times a year, meet them and 
amuse them as best you can ; and secondly, provide them with sport, be it cricket, 
jTounders, football or skittles. I would say, let him find in you a friend who is willing 
. to lend a hand, even to start a skittle alley for the farm-lads of his parish. 



Mr. N. H. Ruddock. 



Tekerable btb, — Does it need an apology for a young layman to come forward and 
address you on this subject; I want to urge what has, I think, not yet been men- 
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Uoiied— >tliai ilie beet way of keeping the young f aikhM to ike Ckvaniht eapeoiaUj tli» 
yoong of our rural panriies, m by oonfinning them eerlier in life thwi li the geaenl 
pnctice ; and by making them oommnnicantB. I have been met by ili6 objeetum that 
some bidiops will not confirm children before they reach a oartailk age. I ha^e loetoed 
up and down my Fkayer-book in vain to find authority for any Bbch teatrSeiion; 
vrhf^ 18 there reqnired is fitness, and not years. The ohildren of otar roial parishes go 
out to work generally between the ages of thirleen and fourteen years, aad often into 
ano^er parii^ JniA that they learb the Sunday sehoob. The old associations have 
gone, and the new ones too often have a hardeaSng influence upon their Uyea, sad se, a& 
our own nofolb poet has said : — 

** Of their narrowing heart each rear, 
Hearen less and less will fill'; 
Less keenly through their grosser ear 
The tones of mercy thriU." 

Tou leave a gap in the Ifves of our children, just at the time when tney can be most 
influenced for good. Before they leave the parishes Where they have been educated, 
and vhere they have attended their Sunday school, they should be confirmed snd 
should be made communicants. When they have become communicants in *ih^ own 
parishes for a twelve month or more, they will go out into life with more religion in their 
hearts, anci probably they will remain faithful to the Church, because they wiU have 
been taught to regard themselves as full members of the Church, spiritually of age. I 
am thankful to have heard the duties of masters and mistresses to. their own home- 
hold servants so thoroughly brought home to us. Two years ago I became the master 
of a house and four young servants. I thought, as many have thought before, that it 
was no use to try and persuade them to become communicants, because others who were 
better able had tried and had failed. But one whose advice I valued told me to do my 
best, and I did it. The result is that three out of those four have become com- 
municants, the fourth has not yet been confirmed. The Church recognises not only the 
duty and the responsibility, but the authority of masters and mistresses over their 
servants ; as to their children, not only the duty to give them opportunities of worship, 
but the responsibility of seeing that they are instructed in the doctrines of the Churcb. 
It will be of little use, I venture to think, that th^ have opportunities for Holy Com- 
munion, and going to church, as has been urged, until they know better what Holy 
Communion is, and until they know better what the grace is which is conferred in Con> 
firmation, and how to seek it. ' When I began to teach my young servants how to go to 
the Holy Communio"n, and to ask Why they did not go, I found that they did not under- 
stand what the Holy Communion was ; and not only so, they had no notion whatever hoir 
to prepare themselves for it, and also they did not seem to understand the reasons wly 
they should go. Therefore they simply followed the herd, as they always do in tbe 
country, and because no one went first, none followed. Ton cannot get one to lead» 
but you can teach them all to go together, and take them in a body. 



The Rev. C. F. Lowdeb, M.A. 

So much of what I intended to say has been ahready so well said that I shall merely 
take up one 6r two points. With regard to children's services, I think Mr. Mills 
seemed to suppose that children's services must be for the most part held in tli» 
schoolroom. Kow, having held children's services for mora than twenty jtears, first 
n a mission chapel and then in a consecrated church, I have had the experience of 
knowing that children's services in church are the greatest blessing to the ohildrea 
of the parish. Adapt everything to their understanding and wants, giving them 
plenty of hynms and such vivid instruction and teaching as will speak home to their 
understandings. I only wish I could do what Mr. Elsdale does so Buccessfully—draw 
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pioii8«0 M-ore them ; bat if we cannot draw the pietilres on the bltkckboard, we may 
giTe them iTozd'^pieturei* which may faring home oUr lessons to them, speaking to them* 
plakdj,' openly, aftd nmfeservedly, heajrt to heart; teaching them plainly the gtmt 
dogmatic tmth of the Ghorch ; why they are Catholics ; what the OathoUc faith is : 
how they must live up to it, and work it out in their own daily lives ; speaking to them 
of Hkf&r fathers and mothers, of their temptations and the life which lies before them ; 
speafcuag t6 them ef the great blessings which the Chnrch has.in store for them, of their 
oomlng oMi&rmation, their first commimion, as one of the greatest blessings of their 
life* I am quite sure that children's services such as these are emin^ntfy oaknlated to 
draw the affeotlons. of the children towards the church, to make them feel that the 
chwpoh t»the brightest place in the parish, that it is a place to which they should ^ome 
when they can at all times, and to which they will come when they have left tfchool. 
We have disafppointments and failures innumerable.^ I am perhaps picturing a happier 
statd of things thab we can realise ; but we must not be discouraged because #e are 
liaUd to disappointmienta, but we must present a noble, aim and a great ideal to ourselves 
if w« lu>pe to do anything at all. We must aim high in order to hit at aU. With 
respeet to another point aa to children's services,, I am afraid some may not quite enter 
into what I. am going to say, but there are many who will ; and I only ask others to 
hear me with forbearance. I find that the most attractive, the happiest, the brightest 
servioe of all for children is the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, when this servioe is 
specially adapted for the presence of children. When the children are supph'ed with 
proper hymns and taught to join in the various parts of the service ; when those hymns 
teaoh them what that great service means ; to that extent join in the service and the 
great blessing of worshipping our dear Lord, and in taking their part in offering up the 
great sacrifice ; thus if they learn what the Holy Communion is, and that by and by it 
will be their privilege to kneel at the holy altar and receive that blessed Sacrament 
themselves ; that they are being trained for it, that their confirmation will be the point 
to which they must first be drawn, and then from confirmation they will be drawn up 
to Holy Communion ; if all this is taught, then I am quite sure you are laying a good 
foundation. You are teaching them the great blessing which is in store for them,, and 
they will long for the time when they can come to Holy Communion themselves. Then 
before they go out into the world, if you get them into guilds, which embrace not only 
those who are in the habit of frequenting confession and Holy Communion, but those 
who are preparing for confirmation ; if by and by you get them admitted into the full 
privileges of these guilds, when they are placed under what we call leaders of the guild 
or band mistresses, or whatever name you may like to give them ; when they are placed 
under theit influence, when they have an opportunity of going to them, and when those 
leaders are well chosen, so that they can exert an influence upon them — then I am sure 
you are doing a great deal. You cannot do everything. It is only God*s blessing upon 
all these means of grace that can give them their fruit ; yet I am sure these are great 
helps, and I know, by experience, their blessing. 



The Rev. Dawson Campbell, B.A. . 

I BISB with feelings I might almost say of indignation, because of a few words uttered, 
by the fittt speaker (unfortunately in the hearing of boys who have helped so well 
in OUT singmg). He told us that boys were ** monsters of selfishness," My own experi-- 
ence does not lead me to agree with that remark. If we look upon boys aa already so 
bad, it surely is no good way of bringing them nearer to ourselves, or attaching them to 
our C%Ur«]L 

With regard to this afternoon's discussion, I have not heard a suggestion offered in con- 
neetion withlhe systematic teaching of the doctrines of our Church. I have heard no one 
advocate the instrlictian of our elder boys and giris in the Thirty-nine ArticleB. . I am a 
member of the Church of England, and surely I cannot have said anything to offend the 
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feelings of any of her members here assembled, when I advocate the thorongh instrae- 
tion of our youth in her fundamental principles, as in those aitides declared* 

Children's services have been alluded to ; as one who has had some little experience in 
the conduct of such services, let me express an opinion that it is quite possible to pay 
too much regard to numbers. I believe that when you have some 1500 or 2000 children 
assembled (as is the case in some of our large churches) you do not do as much good as if 
the number were smaller, and the children received, I might say, the personal attention 
of the one who addresses them. I would ask my clerical breihren to institute in thdr 
parishes a children's service for the younger children, to be held every Sunday morning in 
the schools ; such service if necessary to be conducted by a layman. With regard to those 
who have left school and are out in the world, much good might be done if homes were pro- 
vided in our large towns for the young men and women who are engaged in the dsyin 
business employments. And you, ladies, you have a power for usefulness ; go to the "young 
ladies " in the shops of your town, call upon them, take an interest in them, aad ask them 
to your homes, and set before them a living Christ. Another point I would suggest is in 
connection with tea ; there is a wonderful social power in a cup of tea. Let tis avail our- 
selves of it. Ask four or live of your young men or young women to meet you socially, 
say on Sunday before evening service, and another four or five after swioe. And if, as 
has been hinted, a young man in the vicar's class should take a fancy to a young woman in 
the vicaress's class, don't let them be ashamed of it ; ask the scholar and scholaress to 
meet together at your home, and don't ignore the cup of tea. 



The Rev. Egbert Ives. 

This summer I was asked to conduct a retreat of one day in a countiy parish. It was 
not a retreat attended by ecclesiastics, nor by religious, but attended mostly by 
servant girls. Upwards of fifty young women chiefly drawn from this class, kept 
a day's retreat. Most of my clerical brethren know that a retreat involves a certain 
standard of religious knowledge and spiritual life. Well, how came it to pass that 
these young people were willing to give up a whole day of their holiday time, at 
considerable inconvenience, and to keep silence the whole of the day, and take part 
in the 'spiritual exercises? Because, for three or four years there, had been in the 
parish a guild ; and I bring this forward to show the great importance of guilds in 
keeping our young people true to the Church. Guilds do a great deal in bringing them 
and their priests together. They do a great deal to destroy the isolation, alluded to 
by a previous speaker, when persons go from one town to another ; and they afford to 
the parish priest a very useful machinery for parochial work. The proper time to 
start a guild is, very frequently, just after a mission. In 'a mission many a heart is 
touched with the love of Christ, and wants to do something, but does not know how. 
Then is the time for the priest to give notice that he intends to form a guild. Another 
time is after a^ confirmation. You have taught the candidates to prepare their hearts 
and consciences as well 'as their minds. Well, how are you to hold them together? 
By a guild. Take care not to make your rules too hard. I will read to you a few 
rules of life, wliich experience has shown me to be very useful. This is the rule of 
life for a guild of young men and boys—" The Guild of the Holy Cross." 

*' I. To say night and morning prayers carefully, and the memorial of the guild 
every day. 2. To make careful self-examination every evening. 3. To say grace before 
and after meals. 4. To be present at the celebration of the Blessed Sacrament, at 
least once a month. 5. To communicate fasting, and to make careful preparation and 
thanksgiving. 6. To attend no other services in this country, than those of the Church 
of England. 7. To be ready to assist the clergy of the Church, in any good works for 
the glory of God and the good of souls. 8. To observe the fasts and f eMUvak of the 
Church. 9. To be regular at the meetings of the guild." That rule of life has the 
merit of being simple, and not aiming at too much. 
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oint which I think has not been urged as freely and folly ai it onght to 

^^ in order to maintain a personal hold upon our ehildren, after they 

. V^ hools, and keep them faithful members of the Church, we must look 

\ ""^ ence ol the clergy upon the lambs of their flook, at that particular 

^^ ^^' ^ life, marked out by the Church, when they become candidates 

^ % ' parochial experimce ranges over a period of twenty-five years'; 

> % V ™<^ instances where any of my young men or young women 

V ^ ^ «^ "issent or otherwise, on looking back to the period of their 

\ ^ ^ have found J had not been able to gain that hold upon 

^ \ .tiir religioua convictions, as to induce them to become com- 

I • ^y GUkIV grace I had been able to do, would, I believe, have 

one character of their future life. We clergy, when our confirmation 

^d, ought to be very careful that we be not content with mere confirma* 

OS. What we want is, to bring our personal influence to bear upon those young 

.ftrs oi Christ individually, and to see that they be thoroughly taught and grounded 

in true Church principles, and that their confession is a false step if it does not lead 

them to communion, and to an active sympathy in Church work and Church life. Let 

ihem understand that, at hitherto we have regarded them for the most part in the 

light of passive recipients of Divine grace in holy baptism., now they are going by their 

•own act to embrace it and make it their own, of which their lives must be the proof. 

Xet us teach them this, and that they cannot hope to have their spiritual life stregthened 

and developed, without being regular and devout communicants ; and then, I am bold 

to say, we shall find that these young boys and girls of our confirmation and commnni- 

canidasses, will become attached and faithful members of the Church in their future 

years. 

The Rev. Mamerto Gubritz, M.A., Vicar of Colyton, Devon. 

Thebk remains so very little to be said upon this subject that all I can do is to try to 
give the benefit of a little experience I have had on the subject of guilds as a means of 
keeping the younger members of our Church in communion with the Church. I would 
specially refer to the endeavour to make the guilds almost co-extensive with the Sunday 
school, making a Very simple rule indeed, just a short prayer for the little children, and 
then keeping them on in that way with a monthly or a weekly meeting, as amusing and 
as instructive as possible, imlil they are old enough to be removed into the next part of 
the gmld in which they wiU remain we hope for some longer time. The great benefit 
of the guild seems to be that it embodies those principles which have been laid down as 
the only true principles on which we can hope to keep our children. First, it involves 
personal influence, then association, and then work. Personal influence is brought to 
bear in the guild, not only by the parish priest, but alto by those who assist him in the 
work of their guild. It is impossible to overrate the importance of this, because personal 
influence is after all the one motive power. Then, in the guild, we have the association 
of the children and young people together which, giving them the same interests and 
sympathies, has a subtle effect upon them which binds them one to another, and to the 
Church. And, thirdly, there is work— giving them any little trifling thing to do is the 
way to interest them and attach them to the Church. We may liken these three things 
to three very common things in everyday life ; the association together in a guild is the 
»»m1 which binds our children to the Church ; personal influence is the hammer which 
^▼es it in; and the work is the clenching of the nail on the other side. 
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Archdeacon EAitLn 

I TitlNK tHeielriUi been by some speakers nndtie Btress laid tlpon t?hat i» called p^nonal 
inffiieiiee. X eannot help feeling that personal inflaenQe, ivMbt it ia undoubiedly a 
great strength to the Chturch, is yer j frequently a sonroe of great weakness, thai is to 
ny.1 -when persons are led to attach themselyes to a person rather than to the Chnxch^ 
and, therefore, I think too muoh stress has been laid upon itL What I wonld try to do 
myself would be not to effect, any great work by my own persoikd inflaaoce, but to 
atreagthen the sense of personal respcmsibility in those with whom I have tado^ I do 
not think there has been a sufficiently distinct line drawn between two^very difEereat 
parts of the work—that is, the work merely of the teacher inthe BibW class or the Con*- 
firmation class, and the special work of the parish priest in the communioaoits' dasi. 
In the one I think he ought to be absolute and dogmatic, the ui^uestionedand unqnes* 
tloaaUe authority ; but in the other he ought to be the sympathising shepherd and 
friend. I do not find that these two very different aspects in that part of our work by 
wfaiol^ we endeavour to attach our young people to us have been sufficiently distin* 
guisihed. We must attach our young people from two points of view. There must be 
thoidhtinct spiritual attachment; secondly, the intellectual attaefament; but above all, 
sk-onger than the personal attachment, must be the attaolmient to the €huroh as a 
system which represents, we believe, more fully than any ' other religiouB system the 
troth 9e it » in Jesus. 



THURSDAY MORNING, $th OCTOBER. 



The BRIGHT Rev, tpb Phesident took the Chair at 10 o'clock. 



HOW TO INCREASE THE NUMBER AND IMPROVE TflE 
tEAINING OF CANDIDATES FOR HOLY ORDERS. 

PAPERS. 

The Rev. W. Saumabbz Smith, B.D., Principal of St. Aidan's 
College, Birkenhead, and Examining Chaplain to the Bishop 
of Norwich.' 

Thk subject which I hare the honour of opening before the Oongnesa this 
ttotning ia both a practical and a pressing one. It is one on which we 
dhouid consult with a view to action, and not content ourselves with mere 
complacent theorising ; and it is urgent, and demands proinpt attention 
from the whole body of the Churcb. 

My endeavour will be, as concisely and ciogently as I can iii the space of 
twenty minutes, to make a few plain suggestions such as may stir thought * 
and feeling in the matter before U9. I have not the. time to be either 
elaborate or exhaustive. . . 

The form under which the subject of the supply and training of the 
clergy comes before us at this Congress, viz., "How to increase the 
number and to improve the training of the clergy," presupposes and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Bev. W. Saumarez Smith. 205 

implies three things ; firsts that to have a etrong body of olef^y is 
beneficial ; secondly, that we now need more clergy ; and^ iMrdh/, that 
clerical training needs improvement. 

The utility of the clergy, be it remembered, depends upon their com- 
petency to fulfil various functions, the discharge of which keeps Church 
work alive, maintains its organic action, and promotes its orderly develop- 
ment. Indolent clergymen, disloyal clergymen, disorderly clergymen are 
clearly a hindrance, not a help, to Church work. The clergy we want are 
not men who will nwchanically discharge routine duties without any real 
lively interest in their work ; nor ineu who with a fanatical medisevalism 
always seem to be looking back, and to be disabled from looking properly 
around them or wisely before them ; nor men who, bound in a narrow 
individualism, forget the corporate existence and operation of the Church 
at large. We want men who, whether their opinions and methods get 
them the name Of High Church, Low Church, or Broad Church, hold fast 
to Uiose evangelical truths which are at the very heart of the Church's 
life j men who, while they neglect neither the history of the past nor the 
ezigeneies of the present, desire above all things to work earnestly, 
according to the energy and ability which Christ's Spirit gives, and to 
** preach Christ, warning every man and teaching every man in all -wisdom, 
that they may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus,^ 

The variety of clerical functions is a point not to be lost sight of. They 
are (to use a common classification) evangelistic;, pastoral, scholastic. 
The preacher, the parish clergyman, the scholar, are all needed, and many 
sorts of each. The field of clerical work is, therefore, wide, and in a 
national Church such as ours is, both in virtue of its historical position 
and to a great extent, thank God, actually so by its influence and action, 
this field affords scope for, and ought to attract, much of the moral, in- 
tellectual, and religious earnestness of . the country. We need in this 
Church aad realm of England intelligent, well-informed, capable clergy 
throughout our urban and rural districts. I wish to speak to-day, how- 
ever, with Reference rathor to the general run of evangelists and pastors 
than to men of higher mental calibre and scholastic attainments. The 
" learned clergy " — ^the " scholars " in the specific sense of the term, — can 
only be few in comparison with the mass of men of ordinary abilities and 
attainments. It would be a bad tiling for the Church of England to lose 
her band of scholars and theologians : may they never be wanting I But 
our subject concerns the whole body of clergy, and I think our .attention 
is naturally directed rather to the way in which the general deficiency in 
the clerical ranks m^y be supplied than to the way in which special 
privileges may be obtained. 

I must not attempt to gite you many statistics as to the preset need 
of more clergy 5 and, inde^, as I have already said, this need is implied 
in the form which our subject has assumed, so that our attention is 
invited to the cure of an acknowledged deficiency rather than to the proof 
of ft. Let me, however, just remind you that, according to an interesting 
KcpoPt ^a committee of the Lower House of Convocation of Canterbury, 
issued in February of this year, the number of clergy in 1875 shewed 
^*an fidairminjg diminution.'' The Report says — ** With the annual in- 
cpeAse of 'Cbui:<ches vre need «l corresponding addition to the number of 
those whb minister in themj but this want is very far from supplied: 
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Between 1844 ^^^ 1874 more than 2000 additional churches were conse- 
crated; but, nevertheless, upon an average, the number of clergymen 
annually ordained between 1864 and 1873 ^^ sixty-six below what it 
had been between 1844 and 1853. -^^ 1874, when the number of 
ordinations showed a considerable increase over the years immediately 
preceding, it was ten below the average during the earlier decade just 
named; whilst last year (1875) ^^ number was only 614, showing an 
alarming diminution." 

Another testimony may be quoted from an '^ Urgent Appeal," proceed- 
ing from the " London Clerical Aid Society," and addressed to " Evan- 
gelical Churchmen, for funds to promote the education of suitable young 
men for the ministry of the Church of England." The committee of thi» 
Society begin their appeal thus — "That the number of clergy ordained 
annually has remained nearly stationary for the last twenty years is a fact 
which has been so continually set forth by ecclesiastical and other authori- 
ties that it may be supposed generally known and admitted." They 
then refer to " the multiplied agencies of various kinds " in connection 
with new churches, and numerous mission-rooms, and illustrate the state 
of matters by a reference to the last Eeport of the Church Pastoral Aid 
Society : " It appears that out of a total number of 623 grants for 
curates, 154, or nearly one-fourth, remained inoperative, chiefly on ac- 
count of the incumbents being unable to And suitable, men. If so, it 
-would appear that there is, at this moment, work needing tbe seryioas of 
several hundred clergymen tould they be found.*' 

I may add one more statistical fact from my own experience as Prin- 
cipal of a theological college. In the year 1873, 59 applications were 
made to me for curates ; in the year 1874, there were 73 ; last year, there 
were 87 ; and this year, although a quarter of it has yet to run, close 
upon 80 applications have already been received. 

The need, then, is pressing, and it is acknowledged. What can the 
Church at large do to supply this need % 

Let me, first, make one general remark. If as Churchmen we wish to 
secure a larger band of clergy, we must let practical considerations he 
paramount. As in general politics the statesman's view always modifies, 
and is wider than the view of the mere doctrinaire specialist, although 
that special view is taken into due account by the statesman, so in the 
matter of Church organisation and administration we must be prepared 
to modify pet theories, and, although doing our best to uphold high 
ideals, we must often let relative expediency decide a matter, where we 
cannot attain the absolute good to which we aspire. I say liiis because 
there are persons who seem to expect that every clergyman must be ex- 
cellent in all departments of clerical work; and, when they find that 
<'the Christian, the scholar, and the gentleman" are not always so per- 
fectly represented or harmonised as they could wish in an ordained man, 
they proceed to despair of the Church, or to complain of bishops, or of 
examining chaplains, or of theological colleges! We want as XQUch 
earnest Christianity as possible; we want as much intelligenoe and 
learning as possible ; we want as much social power and plea&ntness iu 
the ranks of our clergy as is practicable ; but because oftentimes we fall 
below our ideals and our hopes, do not let us so much murmur or con- 
demn as increase our prayers and efforts for improvement, tvnd make the 
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best use of all the material we can get and can pat into reasonable shape 
and efficiency. 

I ask now, What can Churchmen, lay and clerical, supposing them 
awake to the nej»d of a larger number of clergy, do to replenish the 
clerical ranks 1 

(i.) First, we can make the cl^ccdprofessioii a less repellent one in Hie 
pecuniary point of view. 

It is quite right that the profession of a clergyman should not be a 
lucrative one. It would be highly inexpedient for the real welfare of the 
Church if the clerical position came to be looked upon as a source of gain, 
or as conferring large temporal advantages upon those who held it ; but 
it is not right, it is not expedient, that men, who are expected to give up 
their lives to a profession in which there is little worldly advantage and, 
at the same time, much need, on one side, for boldness and independence, 
and for conciliation and generosity on another, should be hindered by the 
fear of poverty and the pressure of circumstances from regarding that 
profession as one which they might enter without imprudence, in the hope 
of their being spiritually useful to their fellow-men. Of course the highest 
class of men who are seeking the Christian ministry will be willing to 
give up more than others, and to think less than others of any worldly 
prospects ; but in a large Church like ours, and in a state of society like 
that in which we now live, we cannot hope to see all the clergy equally 
enthusiastic, equally self-denying, equally moved by the highest mis- 
sionary spirit. We want a number of ordinary workers, while we may 
rejoice when we find unexpected good done by extraordinary ones. 

It becomes then a question especially incumbent 'upon wealthier Church- 
men to consider whether they are doing what they should and might do 
to support any efforts to provide more adequate remuneration for the 
clergy. The following objects may be mentioned as those that should be 
more warmly taken up, not only by a few individuals, but by large and 
united action on the part of the whole Church : — 

(a) The increase of smaller benefices ; 

(6) The provision of parsonage houses j 

(c) The augmentation of curates' stipends after a certain amount of 
time spent and work done in the service of the Church ; 

{d) The establishment of a superannuation fund or some scheme of 
pensions for the clergy ; 

(e) An endeavour to expand existing charitable institutions for the 
clergy into a recognised church fund, to be apportioned and administered 
according to diocesan and local exigencies. 

If such objects were taken up by the laity of our Church, widely and 
generously, the clerical profession, without becoming lucrative, might be 
divested of that fear of poverty and narrowness of means which keeps 
many of the middle class and of poorer clergymen, if not from allowing, 
at any rate from inviting, their sons to think of the mimstry as a 
profession. 

(2.) Another suggestion I have to make is this — We should not he afraid 
to welcome men from every qtiarter if we can find them work to do^ 
and fit them for the work to he done. 

We have been recently reminded that " a National Church is a national 
protest for God and for Christ, for goodness and for truth.'' Now it is 
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unwise to limit this protest by needlessly harrowing the limits within 
which we seek for clergy, And yet there is an impression- prevalent in 
some quarters that, when we get beyond the circle of university men, or 
of gentlemen's sons, the material is necessarily so inferior that it cannot 
be well fitted for the high uses of a clergyman's position in our Church. 
Doubtless the breadths! a university education, properly used, and the 
social prestige and advantages of '* gentleman bom " are valuable elements 
in a clergyman's relation to his people ; and I am certainly not One who 
could wish in the slightest degree to depreciate or be unthankful for these 
privileges. Let us have among our clergy as many right-minded gentle- 
men" and university men as possible, lie more the better. Bat do not 
let us blink facts. There is a need for non-university men among our 
clergy ; and there is room and work for many from all classes of society, 
provided that they caln be sufficiently instructed and trained. This bemg 
so, let us not add to the disadvantages of such men by treating 1;hem 
unfairly. The mere fact of an ordinary university degree should not he 
too highly rated, as it sometimes is, so that a less deserving candidate for 
orders, who is a B. A., is just for this fact preferred to a more deservmg 
man who hs^s not a degree. Why should bishops refuse to entertain 
applications from " theological college " men, as such 9 or why lay down 
a regulation that a ^' theological college " man should not be ordained 
priest at the usual period % Let each man be treated on his own merits. 
Let the inferior man, be he RA. or not, come under the requisite disci- 
pline ; but let the competent man, even though he be not a B.A, be 
recomised arid honoured. 

The fact is that, in this matter of the supply of clergy, the great diffi- 
culty lies, not so much in the acceptance of men of dififering abilities and 
qualifications to be candidates for Holy orders, as in their proper location. 
If bishop^, patrons, incumbents could see that the inferior m«n did not 
occupy posts of duty above their powers, atid could secure their services 
in the places where they might be most advantageously rendered, this 
dijficulty would disappear. We might ordain fredy if we could locate 
strictly. But in the clerical profession, as in all others, it is not easy to 
secure the right man in the right place. The more urgently needful is it 
to widen and improve the training of all candidates for orders, in such a 
manner that when they are ordained they may be deeply conscious of the 
claims of their profession, and, at the same time, distinctly capaUe of 
progressive self-improvement as opportunity and experience open the way. 
(3). A third suggestion is this — fTa might establish in our dioceses and 
pcf>rishes some more systematic recruiting for the clerical profession 
than we have hitherto had. 

A judicious increase of the episcopate in our Church wouM, I doaht 
not, in this' point as in others, stimulate Church feeling and activity. Bnt 
even, as things now are, more might be done to invite and help forward 
in their course men who, without special invitation and help, would not 
see their way to taking holy orders, and the bishops should encourage 
6uch efforts. 

' Let it be a recognised duty on the part of clergymen in our larger 
parishes to Jook out for likely men among their lay fellow-workers, or in 
the congregation generally, and to put the subject of orditiation befbre 
them for consideration. Then, in cases where it is necessaiyj let sueh 
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men be helped to obtain the required training, either at the university 
or at some theological college — funds being provided by the well-to-do 
and wealthier members of the congregation, not as charity to the indi- 
vidual, but as a gift to the Church. Several men have been thus sent to 
St. Aidan's with very good results. 

The society I have already mentioned, the London Clerical Education 
Aid Society, and another society, called the Ordination Candidates' Exhi- 
bition Fund, established, I believe, by Canon Gregory, and strongly 
commended by Canon liddon in a letter to the " Guardian " on the 12 th of 
July last^ are more general channels through which contributions might 
be given to the good object of encouraging and aiding such local ejfforts. 
We want men more than, and before, Churches ; let the living agents be 
forthcoming^; buildings will follow in due course. 

I have not time to do much more than mention the proposal which 
has been put forward to make '^ the diaconate a permanent order in the 
Church instead of its remaining little more than a stepping-stone to the 
priesthood," and to let deacons be employed in secular as well as clerical 
work. 

(4.) I am not prepared either to commend or to condemn this proposal. 
I would only say, that, if the idea were followed up, it would probably be 
expedient that the age of entering the diaconate should be reduced ; that 
the position of the deacon would be rather a doubtful and difficult one ; 
and that special care would have to be taken with regard to the theological 
training and examination of the deacons before they were allowed to pro- 
ceed to what would then be the more distinctly clerical office of the 
priesthood. 

11. And now a word or two — for that is all my time allows me — on 
the second part of our subject ; viz., How to improve the training of our 
clergy. 

Here again I must adhere to my resolve to speak not of the higher, but 
only of the lower, stratum of the candidates for orders. Our subject 
seems to me to demand this. In the case of those who have educational 
advantages from their youth, and in due course go up to one of our 
universities, it is their own fault if they do not prepare themselves for 
their profession. With reference to university education for intending 
clergymen, I will only say that care should be taken to supply oppor- 
tunities for the specialties of clerical training in addition to all the general 
culture which is so freely provided. At theological colleges, on the other 
hand, in the case of those men who do not go up to a university at all, 
care should be taken to secure some basis of general education. 

Speaking now, as having chiefly in view »(w-university men, I will 
mention three desiderata in their clerical training ; one referring to the time 
before ordination, another to the test at ordination, and a third' to their 
training after ordination. 

(i.) Many men have moral and religious aptitudes for the profession 
of a clergyman, who yet need a greater degree of intellectual development 
than their circumstances have allowed them to attain, before they can be 
widely efficient as clergymen. And two years at a theological college, 
which is the ordinary course, do not afford sufficient preparatory training 
in the general^ as distinguished from the professional, aspect. Greater 
length of training might be secured by private preparation being supplied 
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to such men before they went to a college ; by the establishment of pre- 
paratory classes in connection with the college ; or by enabling men who 
need it to stay longer at the college itself. 

The establishmeut of scholarships and prizes to stimulate the studies of 
theological students is a matter which should not be disregarded by those 
interested in improving the training of the clergy. 

(2.) I pass on to make one suggestion as to the character of the test 
which should be applied at bishops' examinations of candidates for holy 
orders. There can, of course, be no doubt at all that the strongest stress 
must be laid on motives and moral earnestness. But I am spes^ing now 
of the intellectual test. The great difficulty which theological teachers, 
examining chaplains, and bishops must again and again feel is where to 
fix the minimum of requirement at the outset of a clergyman's career, 
with due regard, on the one hand, to the importance of knowledge in a 
clergyman, and on the other, to the practical exigencies of church and 
parish administration. The knowledge of every young candidate for 
orders must be immature ; and his powers of expressing himself often 
feeble. It is (I speak from experience) an extremely difficult matter to 
say where the " I wish this man were more (inteUectuaUy) fit to become 
a clergyman," is to pass into the definite sentence, '' I say that this man 
is (intellectually) unfit to become a clergyman." I think we may at least 
lay down this principle, that the bishop's examination should test capability 
without requiring too uniform a measure of attainments. High attain- 
ments are desirable ; but in the majority of cases, as in other professions, 
they are not to be looked for, especially at the outset of a man's profes- 
sional career, before he has learned the precious, though often humiliating, 
lossons of practical experience. Now I wiU ask a question which may, at 
the first hearing, startle some whose ideas of clerical training run in an old, 
traditional groove : yet it is a question which has been forced on my own 
observation, and must, I consider, be boldly faced at the present day, in 
its bearing both on the quantity and the quality of our clergy. It is this. 
Is the requirement of Latin and Greek from every candidate for the 
ministry a necessary and wise one % I think not. In most cases, it may 
be ; as a general rule and standard it is certainly good. The possession 
of a real knowledge of these languages is an essential acquisition for 
the " theologian," and is much to be desired in every clergyman. But it 
is not in the power of many men to acquire such a knowledge, who are 
yet by no means unfitted to be excellent evangelists and pastors. They 
may manage to scrape through a college or a bishop's examination; 
but, in their case, the time and toil spent in acquiring a smattering of 
Greek and Latin, would have been more profitably spent upon definite 
study of their Bible in English, upon the deeper consideration of Christian 
doctrines and Christian evidences, and upon the culture of English com- 
position. Speaking as a teacher, I unhesitatingly say that we should do 
well to improve the English education of the many, while we neglect not 
to encourage the comparatively few, who can do so, thoroughly to study 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. 

(3.) I must hasten on to touch one part of the subject which I do not 
think is sufficiently considered ; I mean the training of the Jroung clergy- 
man in the earlier years of his ministerial life. Do incumbents sufficientiy 
regard the responsibility which rests upon them in this matter % Axe not 
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curates sometimes treated either as if they wanted no help or guidance 
from the experience of an older man, or as mere subordinates rather than 
fellow-workers 1 Much of the thoughtfulness, patience, tact, which we 
need in the working clergy of our Church, may be acquired and strength- 
ened by means of the considerateness and care with which a conscientious 
incumbent will try to develop the capabilities of his curate. On the • 
other hand, there is sometimes reason for complaint in the restlessness 
and self-will of young curates ; and those who have just entered the ministry 
should remember that they have much to learn, and that their relation 
to their incumbent is one in which not only should bis sympathy be looked 
for, but his authority and experience recognised and respected. 

But, after all, the training of the clergyman after ordination rests mainly 
on himself. Study, observation, and prayer are needed for every man's 
self-improvement all his life long. But the clergyman at the outset of 
his ministerial career should especially watch against the temptations 
which might lead him to neglect these essential requisites of a useful 
Christian life and to become indolent, arrogant, or worldly. 

My allotted time forbids me to say more. Let me conclude with a 
thought in which we all shairagree — whatever diflferences or diflficulties we 
may feel in arranging methods of study, or, in devising plans for recruit- 
ing our clerical ranks. All our schemes and external machinery, nay, all 
our hopes and efforts, are utterly vain without the blessing of the Lord 
of the Harvest, who alone can send forth the right kind of labourers. 
Our strength lies in frequent and sustained intercession ; and whatever 
the obstacles may be in building up the temple of Christ, the Word of the 
Lord remains, at once to humble and to embolden us, " Not by might, nor 
by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." 



The Rev. R W. Randall, M.A., Incumbent of All Saints, 
Clifton, Bristol. 

We want more clergy, how are we to get them 1 There is one-half of 
the subject which we are to consider, and it is that half with which I shall 
principally deal. And the first thing that I venture to suggest is, that it 
is a very good sign, and not at all a bad sign, that we want more clergy. 
It is a bad sign, perhaps, that we do not get more clergy as quickly as 
we could wish, that the supply is not equal to the demand ; but that there 
should be a large demand, a pressing, an eager, and almost an impatient 
demand, for more clergy, shows very plainly that the Church is up and at 
work in earnest. For why do we want more clergy ] Is it not because 
the Church feels more earnestly the nature of her great work, and has a 
more intense longing to do that work thoroughly and efficiently ] The Church 
— not the laity alone, nor the clergy alone, but the whole body of the 
Church — ^has been realising more and more, for many years past, what the 
varied needs for souls are, and great, noble, and loving efforts have been 
made to supply those needs. Vast arrears of work had to be made up to 
supply the deficiencies of long years of inaction. Great exertion had to be 
made to meet, in any degree, the necessities of a rapidly-increasing popu- 
lation. But we have not been dismayed at the difficulties that faced us« 
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We have not folded our hands in despair. Something at least has beea 
done. Churches have been built in large numbers ; many of the old 
churches have been enlarged ; to these have been added mission 
churches and school chapels. There has been a very large increase iu 
the numbers of services performed iti these churches and chapels. Much 
as we may have been surprised at the large sums which the return asked 
for by Lord Hampton has shown to have been spent on churches, I doubt 
whether a tabulated return of the increase of services performed in the 
churches would not surprise us more. The old forms of instruction 
by sermons and catechising of the young have been largely multipHed. 
New forms of instruction in the shape of addresses to persons of varying 
classes and ages have been added. And above all, pastoral inter- 
course with individual souls, both through the visits of the pastor to his 
people, and the resorting of the people for spiritual guidance to the 
pastor, has increased, and is daily increasing. And to this greater 
activity in all the ordinary work of the clergy, must still be added the 
special efforts that have been made by missions to arouse the careless and 
to gather in the lost, and the lighting up of a fire of a greater zeal in 
the clergy by the holding of retreats. It could not but be that all this 
new work — all this aw^ening of fresh zeal and earnestness — all these 
varied efforts to bring the power of Christianity to bear upon the masses 
of the population of this country, should make a large increase in the 
number of the clergy absolutely necessary. The pressing need which the 
Church feels for more men to do her work is one of the best of all proofs 
that she has set herself in good earnest to do that work. The cry that 
goes up for help is like the cry of the apostles when the very breaking of 
the net showed them what a multitude of fishes they had taken. We may 
well be full of joy and of hope for the Church when we see what God 
has done through her. This is the bright side of the picture, and it is a 
very bright one. 

But we are bound to look at the other side of the picture. We need 
help sorely, it is said, and the helpers do not come in ; or, at any rate, 
they do not seem to come in so fast as they did some time back. Certainly 
they do not come in in such numbers as to meet the constantly increasing 
needs of the Church. And so we are brought face to face with the 
question, How are we to increase the number of candidates for holy 
orders, — in other words. How are we to increase the number of clergy^ 

And yet there is a previous question which we must ask. What do you 
mean by clergy ? For, if by clergy you mean no more than a set of men 
who are to hold a certain official position in a religious society, or a kind 
of spiritual police, or a certain number of men who would perform re- 
spectably the duties of agents to a governmental department of public 
worship, it might not be so very difficult to find such men ; though it 
might be very difficult to find any real use in such a body of men when 
you had got them together. When Churchmen talk of clergy, they mean 
something very different from this. When we talk of clergy, we mean 
those who belong to God in a very special and peculiar way ; those who 
have been called and chosen by Him to be His servants ; those who have 
chosen Him to be their Master ; who feel themselves bound to set forth 
His honour and glory ; to make Him known and loved ; who have a 
burning love for Him and for His people. And when we talk of the 
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clergy of the Church of England we mean those who love that particular 
part of the Church of God with a very special love, and who are devoted 
to it with a very special loyalty, and who love its faith, its worship, and 
its rul6s of life with all their hearts and souls, who hold the truths which 
it delivers to them, and reject the errors which it rejects. And this, 
because they are convinced that in doing so they are faithful subjects of 
the true Catholic Church, which is the same as being subjects of our Lord, 
because He is the Head of the Church, and the King of the kingdom of 
Ood upon earth. In short, the clergy whom we want to have increased 
amongst us are such as shall be devoted servants of Jesus Christ, and of 
His Church. 

What, then, will tend to increase the number of such men amongst us 1 
All that tends to place the work of the clergy before them as a high and 
noble work, the highest and noblest work for the highest of all Masters. 
All that tends to raise the spiritual character of the work, and the heavenly 
and spiritual character of the Church in' which the work is done : all that 
stirs enthusiasm for God and His Church, and all that gives free scope for 
the working of such enthusiasm in its efforts to meet the diflSiculties that 
impede the work of the ministry. Nothing short of a great and noble 
entkusiasm, an unearthly enthusiasm for One far above this world and 
■what this world can offer, will fill the ranks of the ministry. Such an 
enthusiasm may well be felt for the Church of England as part of the 
great Catholic Chrfrch, with her apostolic descent, her history of a noble 
past more ancient than the Crown and Constitution of England, with the 
memory of God's special mercies in reforming and purifying her, with the 
sense of her great mission, it may be towards the whole of Christendom, 
and certainly towards our nation committed to her spiritual charge. Such 
an enthusiasm has been felt, and is felt for her, as representing the cause 
of God and His truth in our land. But it will not be felt if she is robbed 
of her spiritual character, if she is treated as though she were the mere 
creature of man, if the marks of her inheritance for the past, for which 
her best sons have so loved her, are rudely torn from her. We cannot 
afford to do anything that shall cause- the Church to be less loved, or 
which should lower her in the eyes of those who would work for her. 

It must be borne in mind that there are not a few things which 
hinder men from becoming candidates for. holy orders at the present day. 
The diflSculties in the way of preparation for holy orders are great. 
The expense of an university education falls very heavily on parents. 
The burden of such an education is less likely than of old to be diminished 
by the aid of scholarships and eleemosynary foundations, because the ten- 
dency of recent legislation in throwing such scholarships open to competi- 
tive examination has been to make them much more easy of acquisition 
to those who can afford to pay for previous tuition, than to those who 
cannot. The rich, who do not need such aid for their children, have been 
the gainers. The poorer parents have been the losers. This probably shuts 
out many who, in former times, would have been able to enjoy the bene- 
fit of an university education. But even when the university course has 
heen completed, there remains, at least for those who wish to be best 
trained for their sacred work, a further course of residence and preparation 
at a theological college, with its additional expense. The expense of 
education is, therefore, a formidable hindrance in the way of those whose 
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means are not large. But when the education is completed, the endow- 
ments of the Church are so scanty that it becomes more and more impos- 
sible for any one in holy orders to live by his profession. The value of 
benefices has not risen with the increased cost of living. Indeed, the pay- 
ment of the clergy is so miserably small that more than one-third of the 
benefices of the Church are under ;^ 200 a year. 

Two benefices next to my own, in the diocese of Chichester, were en- 
dowed one with ;^55, the other with;;£'45 a year. Can parents afford to 
let their children go into holy orders with the prospect of their being able 
to earn no more for their livelihood than this ? Is it to be wondered at 
that there is a deficiency of candidates for a life of poverty ? It ought to 
be added that the life of one in holy orders is not now, as it was once, a 
life of calm ease and retirement. Our times, and even the public opinion 
of our day, demand of the clergy hard, constant, and often most exhausting 
work. The cases of clergy who altogether break down under the strain of 
such work are not uncommon. We may be thankful for this change in 
the estimate of what is demanded of a minister of God, but we must not 
be surprised that many hold back from self-sacrifice, who would have been 
quite ready to embrace a soothing life of easy usefulness. 

But, after all, it may be said, men arise again and again, who are resftly 
to spend and to be spent in their work for God and His Church ; who 
look not to what they can receive, but to what they can give ; who think 
not of what they can gain for themselves, but of what. they may gain of 
glory for God. Most undoubtedly this is true. It is the glory of the 
Church that she has had many such sons. But what motive has worked 
in their hearts? Has it not been enthusiasm — enthusiasm for a great 
cause, a great and noble institution, and still more for One whom they 
believed to have pledged His presence to them in that institution 1 And 
are there not signs that fewer men are moved by such an enthusiasm to 
offer themselves as candidates for holy orders ? and if so, may it not be 
that, even where there is an earnest, a heartfelt, and a loving enthusiasm 
for the Church, that enthusiasm is not allowed scope fully and freely to 
carry out the system of the Church ] Are not men held back by the 
feeling that a loyal and zealous son of the Church of England must be 
prepared to meet with almost every conceivable discouragement in bis 
work for the Church? If he has himself a great faith in the divine 
authority of the Church, he may find widely spread around him a disbelief 
in her spiritual character. If he has a great admiration for her system of 
faith and worship, he may find his efforts to restore that faith and worship 
discountenanced, and encouragement not only withheld from him, but 
given to those who would resist improvement. If he has learnt in the 
school of our great divines, and prizes the truth which they cherished and 
defended, he may find that there are no men more open to misrepresenta- 
tion, and even to oppression, than the representatives of the great school 
of Catholic theology, the very glory and strength of the Church of Eng- 
land. If, in his love for the Prayer-book of the Church, he tries to make 
the rules of the Prayer-book the rule for the service in his church, he may 
find himself running counter to all the strange misinterpretations that, 
with a very ingenuity of contradictoriness, have been put upon those rules. 
It may come to be his misfortune to be called lawless and disobedient, be- 
cause he has set himself more thoroughly to obey the laws which have beea 
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so long broken, that obedience looks like disobedience, and order like dis- 
order. The fire of enthusiasm need burn brightly, strongly, almost fiercely, 
to withstand the chill of all these discouragements. The circumstances of' 
our day seem to be just the very most unfavourable for obtaining candi- 
dates for holy orders. The indifferent are repelled by the demand for work 
and earnestness ; the enthusiastic are discouraged because enthusiasm is too 
rudely dealt with ; the follower of the world cannot make a good bargain out 
of the Church ; the man who has faith in the Church must not be tolerated 
if he goes beyond the world's ideas of what religion should be : therefore 
those who offer themselves for holy orders are far fewer than they should 
be. Those who want to live by a profession do not offer themselves ; for 
beyond the mockery of the name of the thing, there is no living to be got 
for one in holy orders. Neither do those who seek a quiet life of useful- 
ness look for it in this way, because life is made unquiet, and usefulness 
ingeniously hindered. Those who love the principles of the English 
Church hold back, for these principles have long been in the way of being 
steadily discouraged. Those who believe that the English Church keeps 
the middle path of truth between Kome and dissent, are not attracted, 
because it is so much the fashion to make a present to Rome of so much 
that is ancient and good, and to . borrow from dissent so much that is 
novel and bad. Those who are enthusiastic do not come forward, because 
enthusiasm is frowned down. We lose the idle, if they are a loss, because 
too much work is demanded. We lose those who wish to work, because 
snch work as is to be done must be done in the world's way, and not in 
the Church's way. We lose the refined and, educated, because the pro- 
spect of having to withstand an undisceru;ng opposition has no charm for 
them. We lose those who are of tougher material, and who might even 
make martyrs, because we have succeeded to a marvel in robbing the 
Church of its divine character. Those who are rich in purse and rich 
in heart stand aloof more than they did, because they are blamed for 
spending themselves and their means on what they believe to be the true 
interests of the Church. Those who are poor dare not take up a work 
which demands such an outlay to ensure its success. Those who have 
tender consciences as to what they are bound to believe and to do fear to 
commit themselves, because a layman is at least left free to live as a con- 
scientious Churchman should live, but a clergyman is likely to be taught 
quickly and sharply what is the meaning of suffering for conscience' sake. 
And yet those who have no conscience do not find a berth provided for 
them, because the tone of public opinion is just too high to leave them 
undisturbed in the neglect of sacred duties. 

Here are reasons enough why there should be a scarcity of candidates 
for holy orders, and the reasons surely suggest some of the remedies. 
And the remedies are to a very large extent in the hands of the members 
of the Church Congress. From the little child that is being catechised, 
up to the president of this Congress, and to our fathers in God, who are 
rulers of the Church with him, there is something for each of us to do. 
Parents may make it a part of their earliest teaching that the Church is 
sv great, an unearthly, a spiritual society, the kingdom of Qod on earth, 
the body of our blessed Lord, the temple in which the Holy Ghost dwells. 
They may make their children feel that to work for her is to work for God, 
to do something for that dear Lord who has loved us so dearly. So they 
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may waken in the tender hearts of their little ones an enthusiasm for the 
Church. It is in the family that candidates for holy orders should be 
enrolled, that the highest, the purest, the noblest, the only safe ambition 
should be awakened, to do, and dare, and suffer something for God in His 
Church. It is in the family that the best preparation for holy orders is 
made ; that, on which alone all after preparation can be built up. Eunice 
and Lois prepared St. Timothy, St. Monica gave St. Augustine to the 
Church. The religion of the family altar leads up to the religion of the 
altars of God's family, the Church. 

But who, indeed, amongst us could not help to kindle, to diffuse, to 
fan the glow and fire of enthusiasm for the Church ? Really to study her 
Book of Common Prayer, — much more to live out her faith into our life, 
to keep her rules, would help us to see what we owe to her, and how 
marvellously God has preserved for us in her the treasures of His truth 
and grace. Then, surely, as men loved the Church they would provide 
more generously for the support of her ministers, by diocesan funds for the 
increase of the miserably small pittances received by so many of her clergy 
— they would provide for the training of clergy, perhaps, again by some 
diocesan fund to be used for maintaining poor students at the university ; 
or through the Ordination Candidates Exhibition Fund, or by the endow- 
ment of theological colleges to meet the case of those who long to serve the 
Church, but who ought to have a less expensive, but not a less thorough 
education than the universities can give. But all this will fail without 
one thing more. We want money. We must have money. We cannot 
expect men for the work without money. But money will not give us the 
men, and the kind of men whom we want are not to be had for money. 
No 1 our hands must be free to give, but our hearts must be freer still to 
love. Enthusiasm for the Church, we want that, but what is it ? Enthu- 
siasm for the one Lord in whom all hearts meet ; for the one Body into 
which we have been aU baptized by the Holy Ghost. Enthusiasm for 
unity. Let us be tolerant : let us bear with one another. Let us be free, 
generous, loving to one another. Let us determine to understand, to 
appreciate, to know one another, — yes ! to honour and to respect a con- 
scientious difference of opinion. Let us discourage factious opposition 
and litigation. Let us say with one heart and voice, '^ Perish all contention 
that goes to sever Christian from Christian." Laity and clergy, let us 
know but one strife — the strife against sin and evil ; but one contention 
— who shall do most for out Lord. So let us welcome the earnest efforts 
of all men that mean to serve our Lord in His ChurcL Let us give the 
fullest and freest encouragement to all who are making an honest effort to 
bring home the faith and practice of the Church of England to the hearts 
and lives of the people of England. Then see whether, clear as to what 
they are to believe, clear as to what they are to do, clear as to what they 
are to teach, sure of the support and sympathy of their brother Church- 
man, certain of the encouragement of their Fathers in Gk)d, you will not 
have men in abundance, even eager to offer themselves, for the glorious 
work which the Church has to do for her Lord, of knitting man to man, 
nay, of lifting man above the sorrows, the dangers, the sufferings, the sina 
of the world, and knitting him to God. 
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ADDRESS. 
The Rev. Robinson Thornton, D.D. 

We hear much on all sides of the various difficulties that stand in the way of our 
obtaining a suitable number of candidates for holy orders. I cordially agree with the 
▼iew taken by the author of the last paper ; for in all ray little experience as a resident 
fellow and tutor at Oxford, the head master of a public school, and the warden and 
theological professor of a college connected with the disestablished Church of Scotland, 
I have scarcely met with any difficulty but one, and that is summed up in the word 
" money." The money difficulty presents itself in two forms, both of them touched on 
in the paper that has just been read. The first form of the difficulty is the want of 
prospects. A man shrinks from entering the ministry if he has nothing to look forward 
to, save that, after twenty years of conscientious labour, he may be dismissed by indi- 
vidual caprice from a paltry curacy. "We are twitted by the world with always " look- 
ing after the loaves and fishes." The accusation is untrue ; the clergy are by no means 
mercenary, they are eminently self-denying. But I will say this, that there^^are things 
which men are not at liberty to give up. They may relinquish, as many do, all thoughts 
of ease, personal comfort, and distinction, and all hopes of married life, this is their 
own to give ; but there may be others dependent on them, and I contend that a man 
has no right to say to a widowed mother or an invalid sister, ** It is oorban, by whatso- 
ever thou mightest be profited by me." The second form which the difficulty assumes 
is connected with the funds necessary for the maintenance and training of men for 
holy orders. I endorse all the last eloquent reader said about the abolition of those 
scholarships at the universities which used to supply a large number of intending 
ministers of the Church. I do not stand before you as an apologist of the close scholar- 
ship system ; but I state it as a simple fact, that the alteration in the tenure of scholar- 
ships and the mode of gaining them has barred from the priesthood sons of clergy 
and poor gentlemen who might have been an ornament to the ministry, but find them- 
selves compelled to turn elsewhere. How are we to get over the difficulty ? Let me 
put a case. I have before my mind a young man who has a true vocation from on high, 
whose heart is with Christ's Church and her work, whose anxiety is to spend and be 
spent in preaching the gospel. He has been educated at a good school, and is now 
eighteen years old. His father says to him, ** I have given you a good education, but 
I cannot afford to keep you at study any longer ; it would be unfair to your brothers 
and sisters if I were to do so ; you must begin to earn your own living." What is the 
young man to do ? Five years must elapse before he can be ordained, and the question 
is, how is he to proceed ? I say, let him go into some secular occupation ; let him 
become a clerk in a bank, a mercantile house, or a solicitor's office, or adopt any honour- 
able means of maintaining himself. Let him at the same time register his name with 
some person in authority as an intending candidate for holy orders, if Grod permits 
Let him by that authority be directed how to prosecute his studies at home ; how to 
utilise those spare hours which so many spend in frivolity ; and under that guidance 
let him go on learning as much as he can of those things which it is necessary for the 
minister of God to know. Having arrived at a certain proficiency in these studies under 
direction, he must commence his special ministerial education. The question arises, 
Who is to take charge of those intending clergy ? It is a difficulty, but I think it is 
solved by some words that were uttered the other evening. We were told on high 
authority that archdeacons had nothing to do. In my ignorance I always supposed 
they had a great deal to do, and did it very well ; none better than the venerable speaker 
himself. May not the archdeacon with the utmost propriety be the "arch," or ruler, 
of intending deacons ? But if it turns out that what appears a mere trifle to the energetic 
mind of the Archdeacon of Taunton is hard work to others, and that archdeacons really 
are fully employed, we must look for some one else. The head of the diocesan college 
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might do the work, if he had time ; if he has no^^and he probably, would b© too mnch 
engaged), may I ask of what use are canons? 

To return to the point. After a course of study, or, in the case of the university man, 
after finishing his university course, there must be the special training for holy orders. 
For this my promising yoxmg man will need funds. They may be supplied as they are 
now being supplied at Carlisle and Lincoln. A resident in London may avail himself 
for a while of these excellent evening classes lately commenced at King's College ; but 
still some special ministerial education will be needed, and while this is going on, my 
young man will require to be maintained ; not only to have his educational expenses 
defrayed, but to be kept entirely. There must be a general fund for this purpose. It 
will not do to have a special society ; people are complaining now of the number of 
Church societies, and these who, like myself, have to solicit subscriptions for one, are 
often told, ** There are so many Church societies already, we cannot think of support- 
ing a new one." I suggest this : why cannot the Additional Curates Society and the 
Pastoral Aid Society take upon themselves to open a fund for this object, and be 
trustees of the fund— supplementing their work of paying actual ministers by a 
provision for a future supply of clergy ? 

Supposing, then, the money to be forthcoming, what course is the man to pursue? 
One idea is, that he should spend his time in learning pastoral work in some parish in 
town or country. I submit that this is not the best plan. The young Churchman 
between eighteen and twenty- two would have been in commxmication with his parish 
priest, and would have learned a great deal under him ; and an acquaintance with the 
rest of the pastoral duty is not to be gained as men acquire a knowledge of pathology, by 
clinical lectures, but is to be got in the diaconate itself. And here I would urge that 
the diaconate shduld not be a mere uncomfortable year, at the expiration of which a 
man may receive priest's orders, but a reality ; and should last three years, unless there 
were some special cause why the term should be shortened. If I may be allowed to 
quote myself, I abstained on principle from taking priest's orders till the third Trinity 
Sunday after I had received the diaconate. Having rejected the idea of learning pas- 
toral work in a paiish — a scheme of study which, I fear, in too many instances, would 
lead to little but a considerable proficiency in croquet and an early engagement,— the 
question recurs, "What is to be done ? "We must have a training college : a college with 
all its hallowing influences, where a man can be under a head, and can be associated 
with other candidates for the ministry. To decide what the course of training ought to 
be, we must ask. What kind of men we want to produce ? First, we do not want a "semi- 
nary priest.** These are not my words, but the words of one now gone to his rest, one 
whom I am proud and thankful to be able to call my revered and beloved friend, 
the late saintly Bishop of Brechin. Neither, again, do we want a mere fussy, worldly- 
minded, ecclesiastical man of business, with a thin varnish of professional decency. We 
want something very different from either ; and I shall submit to the Congress four 
points which must be attended to : not that they are all that one would desire, but we 
have to content ourselves with a minimum. The first and most important is, personal 
holiness. That cannot be taught : it must be given from above. But it may be fostered, 
though it cannot be taught ; in Holy Commimion at least weekly ; in frequent devotion; 
in continual intercoiu'se with a pious and learned head of the college, to whom the student 
may look for counsel and guidance ; in association with his fellows ; at morning and 
evening prayer ; and at that last service which crowns the day— I trust no one will be 
offended if I call it by the old name of Compline— a special night devotion which has 
reference to the works and trials of the day gone by. In these and such as these the 
young aspirant to the ministry may hope to gain.that growth in holiness so indispens- 
able for the Christian minister. Secondly, it is true of all men, but above all of the 
priest, "before all things, it is necessary that he hold the Catholic Faith.** By the 
Catholic Faith, I mean not the opinions of this or that school of thought within the 
pale of our tolerant Church, but the one holy Catholic Apostolic Faith revealed in the 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Bev, Bohinson Thornton. Bev. Dr. E. H. Peivwne. 219 

Scriptures and handed down in God*s Church to the present day. Therefore, there 
must be instmction in dogmatic theology, and also in the nature of those assaults on the 
faith made in past ages by varied heresies, and now in our times in the form of a bla- 
tant infidelity. Thirdly, the minister of the Gospel must Icnow his Bible well ; and 
here I cannot consent to give up the Greek Testament. It, and not the translation, is 
the Word of God, and I cannot consent that a priest be unable to read that Word : in- 
deed, I would that he should be introduced to the threshold at least, if no more, of that 
sacred tongue in which David sang and Isaiah prophesied for all time. And the priest 
must know his Prayer-book thoroughly, as well as his Bible. Fourthly, he must be 
taught to read and to preach : not to write sermons only, but to preach them when writ- 
ten, which is a very different thing; and I belfeve that three-fourths of those who 
enter holy orders mig^t, by a little practice in the college chapel, learn to preach ex- 
tempore, I can only say that I have tried the experiment with most satisfactory results. 
As I have said, the intending clergyman must know Greek, and I plead for a little 
Hebrew ; the Church requires Latin ; but there is another language I want him to know 
well, and that is English. To these four points I must add a little hobby of my own. 
There are many other branches of knowledge, — music, architecture, natural science, — 
which are very useful to the priest ; but I should like him, if possible, to be introduced 
to the works of a great thinker — shall I call him secular or religious ? — I mean Plato. 

[It is not the Platonic philosophy, beautiful as it is, that I should wish him to study ; 
but I know no better guide to method in teaching, in catechising, in dealing with the 
minds and souls of men, even with one's own soul, than the Socratio dialogue.] 



The Rev. Dr. E. JB. Perowne. 

In your opening address, my Lord Bishop, you reminded the Congress that it was 
exceedingly important that we should be as practical as possible. The subject upon 
which I have been invited to speak is* eminently a practical subject — ^indeed, if I were 
disposed to neglect the injunction of your lordship, I should feel it exceedingly 
difScult to do so, because it is a practical subject far removed both from the arena of 
controversy and from the range of mero speculation. I ffeel that we are very fortunate 
in having the two wants of the Church brought together under one head ; we are 
brought face to face with two great wants, the existence of which I believe to bo 
universally allowed, and to a very great extent felt, both by clergy and laity, and it is 
quite impossible for a speaker or reader to deal with one of these wants without con- 
stantly coming into contact with the other. It is almost impossible to keep the two 
distinct : at the same time, for the sake of clearness, and because I desire, above all, to 
be practical, I shall try to adopt the twofold division. Having been for eighteen years 
tutor of a college in Cambridge, I have had some acquaintance with the great and 
increasing demand for curates. Not a week passes in the year, not a week has passed 
for many years,, without my receiving applications, sometimes many applications, from 
clergy in want of curates, and in by far the larger number of instances I have been 
unable to recommend curates. Here we are in face of a great want. The first reader 
told us that he has had a large number of applications made to him of the same kind, 
and no doubt the same testimony would be given by other tutors and heads of colleges. 
A very remarkable paper appeared in the "Literary Churchman" about three months 
ago, entitled ** Clergy Supply— Where wanted, and How to get it." This article was 
copied into the pages of the "English Churchman" and "Clerical Journal." It sets 
before us in a very striking light not only the reality of the want, but its specific 
nature. After stating that probably between eight and nine millions of the population 
of England are placed within something fewer than 1300 parislies, the writer goes 
on to say : — 

We have to estimate our spiritual destitution, not by tens of thousands, not by 
hundreds of thousands, but by millions. Then, remember that these millions are the 
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active, energetic, toiling millions of our artisans, men accustomed to combinatimi, 
educate^ just up to that point which makes them self-confident and seli-reliant, open 
to every gust of political excitement, full of class jealousies towards those above them 
in the social scale, pandered to by demagogues, and plied incessantly with that infidel 
literature of which we gave a few specimens some weeks back — and say if we have not 
here a danger of the first magnitude. The lack of clergy, then, is a tremendous reality, 
though not quite in the sense in which it is popularly spoken of. There has been no 

freat falling off in the mere numbers, rather the reverse, for, however, the ordinations 
ave fluctuated, they have for years past always exceeded the 'deaths ; but the supply 
has gone to one place, and the need has grown in another, and this to such an extent 
that it may not be too much to say that we may have a population in England equal to 
those of Scotland and Ireland taken together for whom we cannot say that any 
adequate provision is made either of churches or of clergy. 

Then he goes on to show from statistics that the want of clergy is greatest jnst where 
the masses of the population are most thickly congregated. The question before this 
meeting is. How are we to supply this want? We have heard from preceding speakers 
that the supply must commence in the family. I believe that, and I wish there were 
more mothers like Hannah who lent her son to the Lord for His service. I wish that 
in every godly family the father and the mother held up to their boys that the most 
honourable office to which they can aspire, the most useful as well as the mofit im- 
portant, is the office of the ministry of our Church ; that there is no position in life to 
which a young man should look forward to at once with so much humility and desire, 
as to be an ambassador for Christ, to be brought near to God in the ministry of His 
sanctuary. Then I say that the same important truth should be kept before the minds 
of the masters of schools and those engaged in tuition in the universities. I am 
ashamed to confess that I am often very backward in pressing the claims of the ministry 
upon young men even when I feel that they are likely to do good service to the Church. 
■\Ve want to keep before men*s minds that they may. serve God more efficiently if the 
way is laid open for them to come into the ministry. I naturally look upon the 
question from a university point of view, and I do not speak with any jealousy of 
theological colleges ; but, as a fact, the universities have almost a prescriptive right 
to the preparation of the great body of the clergy of the Church of England : and it 
would be an evil .day for England's Church and England's universities when this should 
cease to be the case ; and for this reason— while I believe in many cases the training at 
a theological college is absolutely necessary (and I have sent pupils of my own to them, 
and been thankful that I could do so), still I feel that there is this danger — a danger 
especially great at the present time— that the theological college is apt to run in too 
narrow a groove in its instruction ; in other .words, the doctrinal teaching is too apt to 
be the reflection of a particular school of mind or thought instead of being that broad, 
that truly Catholic teaching, which, thank God, has long prevailed in my beloved 
university. I could touch upon many causes of the deficiency in the supply of clergy. 
I think there is a great deal of worldliness at the root of the backwardness of men to 
eome forward as candidates for holy orders. There are so many openings for a man to 
enter upon occupations in which he can soon obtain a competency, that parents do not 
encourage their sons to offer themselves as candidates for holy orders. There are 
various other causes to which I might refer if time permitted, but there is one which I 
eertainly cannot leave unnoticed— I mean the diversion of our scholarships and exhi- 
bitions in the universities from the channels in which they were intended to flow. It 
is not only the fact that the exhibitions are thrown open to men who want them no 
more than your lordship does, or than I do ; but it is also true that endowments given 
by Churchmen in order to train men for the ministry of Christ's holy Church in this 
land are obtained without restriction by men who are not even members of the Church ; 
and, my lord, I do not say this in any spirit of controversy— I regret the fact from the 
bottom of my heart— but I say whatever is done in the way of raising funds to enable 
men to be prepared for holy orders, must not go in the shape of endowments, thus 
* tempting a Government or a party to lay the rude hand of spoliation upon moneys 
intended for the Church. I want very much to see a diocesan fund establishe*^— and I 
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should prefer a diocesan fund to any other fund— in every diocese, for enabling pro- 
mising young men to obtain a university education, and further for enabling those 
who have taken the B. A. degree to remain at the universities in order that they may 
have there that special training for the work of the ministry which is neither desirable, 
nor do I believe possible, during their undergradtiateship. There are a great many men 
in every diocese and parish who ought to be encouraged, and who are encouraged to go 
up to the university and prepare for holy orders, but they cannot do it for want of 
means. Now, if you could only raise in each diocese, according to the requirements 
(for they are very different in different parts of England), the sum of £400 or £500 a 
year, you may send up four or five men who xrould be prepared alike by economical' 
living as by all the other advantages of the place for the ministry of the Church, and if 
you could add a few more hundred pounds a year you might enable men to remain after 
taking their degree, in order to make special preparation for the ministry. There are, 
I know, great dangers in the university as well as great privileges, but I firmly believe, 
after large experience and thought, that for a student who has passed through the 
university three years as a godly and Christian man, and who has made good use of all 
the intellectual advantages of . the place, it would be an inestimable advantage—an 
advanti^e to be obtained nowhere else and in no other manner— to be enabled to stay 
for another twelve months at Cambridge, attending lectures and preparing KimwAif 
directly for his future work. It would not only be a great advantage to himself, but it 
would be an incalculable benefit to the social and religious tone of the place. I believe 
there is in England great ignorance of the spiritual advantages attaching to residence 
at our universities. The best men are very reticent upon these matters, and beyond 
the cirde of the university itself I believe very little is known of the varied and effec- 
tive agency which is employed for developing spiritual life amongst our students. If 
you will take the word of one who knows something about it, I do believe that for a 
Bachelor of Arts to reside at Cambridge (and no doubt the same is true as to Oxford) 
for three terms after he has taken his 4egree, would be of large intellectual, moral, and, 
above all, spiritual advantage. It would fit him more than anything else for the high, 
holy, and responsible work to which he is looking forward. Why cannot he do this ? 
There are numbers of men upon whom I have urged this course ; but they say, ''We 
have spent a sum of money which has been gathered together with great difficulty— 
spared by a father out of his small income. We have spent aU in getting our degree, 
and we have not the means of staying longer at Cambridge." 



The Bbv. G. H. Moberly, M.A., Chaplain to the Bishop of 
Salisbury, Eector of Duntesborne Rous, Gloucestershire. 

It is thought by many that the sources of the supply of the clergy of our Church are 
drying up : and that we must be more and more dependent for the future upon a lower 
class than that from which the average of our present clergy comes. 

It is undoubted that facts do point in this directipn. The opening up of other lines 
of life to our young men, leads to decrease in the number of candidates for holy orders ; 
curates are difficult to obtain, especially in country parishes, which surely are only by 
comparison unworthy of care, and the remuneration offered for their aid, and accepted, 
is twice what it was fifteen years ago. And parallel with these facts are such others, as 
that a large portion of our young men are being brought within range of the possibility of 
becoming candidates for holy orders. Such meft as certificated school-masters in the 
country, and tradesmen's sons in our towns, are beginning to aspire towards the clerical 
life, as one to which they may reasonably look forward. 

Is this tendency to be discouraged? I would reply, By no means. We must adhere 
firmly to certain restrictions which I hope to lay down presently ; but within these 
limits, the more fresh blood we let into the ministry the better. But there are some 
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who would go further, and say, " Throw the doort to the ministry open, the wider the 
better ; draw your clergy from all ranks alike, we shall gain in earnestness what we lose 
in learning." Upon such language as this, I would remark — (i.) That the condition of the 
practical religion in those Continental countries where the supply of clergy is drawn 
from all ranks alike, is hardly such as to inyite our imitation ; and, (2.) That the greater 
number of our own dissenting ministers, who are mainly drawn from the lower daises, 
though often such as we should wish our clergy to imitate in point of earnestness, are 
hardly such as we should choose to make them resemble in any other point. The 
Church of England, if she is anything, is an historical Church. It needs a fairly- 
educated mind to appreciate her superior claim ux>on the allegiance of Englishmen ; 
hence, I am persuaded, the scanty impression she has made on the mass of English^ 
men, especially the uneducated. They cannot appreciate her real claims, but simply 
compare her earnestness in preaching with that of dissent : and, in this comparison, it 
is useless to deny that dissent sometimes has the advantage, and, oftener still, seems to 
have it, through the accident of having for its mouthpiece their own kindred and 
class. But they cannot see that the earnestness with which we preach is not our only, 
or our main claim to their allegiance : our real and unassailable strength of claim lies, to 
those who can appreciate it, in the history of our Church. If then we admit to the 
ministry men who lack theological learning, the learning which should teach, first 
themselves, and then others, to discriminate between truth and error, we lose so far 
our vantage-ground, and are content to rest our Churches claim to her people's allegiance 
exclusively on our superior earnestness — in which it is only fair to say, that we have 
not always the advantage. • 

What, then, is to be done? For if the supply of clergy fails the Church, as it seems 
to be failing her, and, as some predict, it will fail her more and more, we seem to be 
driven to find our supply where we can, and to accept, under the stress of circumstances, 
those for clergy whom we should not accept were the supply more abundant. There 
are those who tell us that the crisis of disestablishment is near at hand, a crisis which 
will embarrass us still more in this respect than we already are embarrassed. I cannot 
say I share their apprehensions. That crisis may be near : but I believe that, if we are 
true to ourselves, it may be put off for generations. I believe that the panic upon this 
particular point is exaggerated like other panics. Without wishing to preserve for the 
clergy the rank of gentlemen for its own sake— although I am fully sensible of the 
advantage of that rank in dealing with the classes below — I yet would preserve for them 
what I suppose are in nearly every case its necessary concomitants — a liberal education, 
and theological training up to a fixed point. It may not always be possible to provide 
hoth these things : but at all events I would insist upon thAlatter, as, in ordinary cases, 
a sine qua non for admission to holy orders. There may be cases when a bishop, know- 
ing his man, may rightly insist on ordaining one who is below the average standard of 
theological learning : but surely such cases ought to be exceptional, and no external 
pressure should be allowed to lower the standard of their examinations. . I consider 
that that standard has already gone as low as— possibly lower than— prudence in the 
selection of teachers for the next generation warrants ; and that it can go no lower, 
unless the Church of England comes to acquiesce in a state of things which would be of 
very serious evil, threatening her very life : namely, a divorce between learning and 
work. It will be an evil day for the Church of England when she is content to have 
the rising generation fed by pastors who, for instance, are not capable even of consulting 
either the Old or New Testaments in their original language, nor of reading, except in 
a translation, the works of the great Latin Fathers of the Church. 

I. But we have not yet come, and are very far from having come, to such a pass as would 
make it necessary to throw wide the door of the ministry to all classes without social 
distinction. All that we need do at present is to provide a means of entrance for indi- 
viduals, who are pressing to come into the ministerial ranks. And, so that we keep 
these two principles in view which I have been laying down, I for one hold that the 
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more laigely we recruit our ranks with this fresh blood the better. Let qb seek for as 
liberal an education as possible, and even if this in its full extent be not possible, let us 
not relax our requirements on the special subject of theology. 

2, One thing at leasti we, who have the wellbeing of the English Church at heart — 
laity as well as clergy,— can surely do ; we can bring up our sons as to the ministry of 
that Church. Feeling that her wellbeing depends, under Qod, upon her haying a well- 
manned and earnest ministry, we can bring them up from the first to the expecta- 
tion of being caUed, if things take their natural course, to take part in that ministry. 
I do not mean that we should put pressure upon their natural inclinations ; this would 
obviously be unwise. But I am speaking of the unconscious bias which may be given 
from the first to the children of homes, whether clerical or lay, where the atmosphere 
is religious, and when the clergyman's position is recognised as one of equal honour and 
difficulty. Those among us, I repeat, who believe in the future of the Church of Eng- 
land, cannot serve her better than by creating in their children the same prepossession 
in favour of a clerical career, which sometimes operates so powerfully in respect of other 
less sacred callings. Men prepossessed by such influencAi prove our best clergy. Too 
often, men under examination for orders betray the lack of such a home*atmosphere. 
It is not that they have been negligent in their recent preparation, but that the founda- 
tion has never been thoroughly laid ; and the difference is as apparent as in cases of 
secular scholarship. 

3. And I believe that without going much further down in the social scale, there is 
ample material for clergy to be found — almost an unworked vein of solid metal, 
I believe there is in what I may call, without invidiousness, the middle stratum of the 
middle class much more solid and true Church feeling than is generally suspected. Can- 
didates from this class are to be found.in towns rather than in the conntry, and are just 
in that rank of life which it is most difficult for a clergyman to deal with, and which is 
apt to suffer neglect from this circumstance, and from the fact that the main energies 
of the clergy are directed (rightly enough) to the poor. Witness the popularity of the 
evening lectures lately started by the dean and chapter of St Paul's. If it be replied 
that with such men we never could be safe from 'the danger that a lower motive— that of 
securing a higher social place — ^might supplant the higher motives, my answer would 
be, It might be a danger with some, but not with all, or even with the greater number. 
I believe that there is more sober attachment to Church principles among this dass than 
is generally suspected, especially by those whose attention has rather been arrested by 
the equally undeniable fact of the growing scepticism of the very same dass. 

Facilities, then, for entering the clerical life 'are all that I think at present need- 
ful, and to afford such facilities to young men of slender means is the object of many 
excellent schemes, which yet might well be multiplied, whether in the shape of cheap 
diocesan colleges or private exhibition funds. As an example of the latter, I may 
mention the excellent fund set on foot (and I believe conducted) by Canon Oregoiy, for 
giving exhibitions to candidates, who for the most part will work in the diocese of 
London. Such funds much need, and well deserve, the utmost help we can give them. 
As to the former class, that of inexpensive diocesan colleges, we have just heard the 
experience of the Principal of the diocesan college in Chester, and last year's Congress ' 
at Stoke was addressed by the Principal of the Lichfield College. But the only scheme 
I know of which fairly grapples with the diffi<JUlty of the failure in the supply of 
ordination candidates, is that recently set on foot in this latter diocese, that of 
Lichfield. 

There, the Bishop offers to accept any man as a candidate for orders who can bring a 
personal recommendation from a clergyman of the Church of England, and will submit 
to a specified examination twice a-year for two years, and afterwards, if passed, enter 
the Lichfield Theological College for a i)eriod which, generally speaking, is less than two 
years. It is obvious that here is a very wide door opened to men who aspire to holy 
orders.^ But the pressure of the want of clergy is more keenly felt in this than in 
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other diooeies, comprising as it does, the populous Staffordshire coal districts. And 
this scheme, if successful in Lichfield, may and will no doubt be imitated in otiier 
dioceses, not exactly and in evexy detail, but according to the needs of the different 
dioceses. And all dioceses are not alike in their needs. In the diocese with which I 
am connected as examining chaplain, that of Salisbury, we have found as yet no 
indications of failure in the supply of candidates for holy orders. > 

But allowing for the different circumstances of particular dioceses, and contemplating 
for a moment the Church of England as a whole, our difficulty comes to this, How 
can we admit to holy orders candidates of a less high educational standard, without 
relaxing our preliminary examination to a perilous extent ? or, to put it in other words. 
Must we still further depress the intellectual standard expected from ordinees, which 
already rather wants raising than depressing, iuTiew of the possibility of a oonsideiahle 
recruital from beneath into the clerical ranks? 

I have already said that no necessity, however imperious, should in ordinary eases be 
allowed to justify the relaxation of the intellectual requirements from ordinees. But 
I would suggest the question trhether something could not be done to meet the dif- 
ficulty by making the time of preparation for priests' orders a longer, more imparbmt, 
and less preoccupied time than is at present the case. Aa it is, there is no denying that 
an examination week, in which young men are offering for deacons' or priests' orders, is a 
most disappointing time to those who conduct the examination. Commonly—though 
this is now, I rejoice to say, for the most part altered, or in the course of alteration— 
they gather at the Bishop's palace only a day or two before the most solemn day that 
either party have yet experienced. During the next few days, with thoughts which 
fain would dwell upon the solemn occasion to which they are approaching, they are 
harrassed by the necessity of having to answer, on paper, questions which are to be the 
only test to decide their fitness for the ordination to which they are looking forward, 
and that in an amount which even under ordinary circumstances would be extremely 
trying. Unless a man has acquired the habit of pouring himself rapidly out upon paper 
within a given time at similar examinations at a university, he rarely does himself 
justice. Ajid this is, commonly speakiAg, aU the acquaintance which the examiners 
have, or can have, with the men whom they are to recommend for holy orders. Mean- 
time, the responsibility of absolutely refusing one of those men is very great ; it is only 
equalled by the responsibility of letting inadequately instructed men pass into such a 
sacred calling. 

But the benefit of the doubt, if there is any at all, is usually pressed in favour of the 
candidate, who, therefore, is recommended to be ordained deacon, after he has promised, 
most probably, that he will come better prepared for his priest's orders a year hence than 
lie is now. 

After a year he comes again, and what do we find? His examination is no better, it 
is a chance if it is so good, for he is not so fresh from reading the books which a year 
ago he knew something of. He has had no time, he has been overburdened with practi- 
cal work ; he has had three sermons at least, perhaps more, a-week ; day and night 
schools, and necessary parochial visiting, have taken up his whole day. Is it unfair to 
add that he got through with so little book-learning last time, that he indulges the 
hope that, under the circumstances, the examiners will be lenient to him again? And 
then what are the examiners to do? Are they to stop the candidate, to throw Apon him 
the slur of going back to his rector unordained, a slur often very little deserved, hat 
which the world, and the parish where he has been known and liked for a year, would 
think a great deal of? Or is he to pass his last examination, and to take his place 
among the priests of our Church, without ever fairly having satisfied those who have re- 
oonomended him to the Bishop, and who, therefore, are bound by the words of one 
of their number, that they **have inquired of them, and also examined them, and 
think them to be . . . apt and meet, for their learning and godly conversation, to 
exercise their ministry duly, to the honour of God, and the benefit of His Church ?" 
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Such diffioiilties, it seems to me, might at least be lessened if some suggestions of the 
following sort were carried oat. 

Let young men enter the diaconate after an examination of the same sort as at present 
obtains : but let it be distinctly recognised that until they hare taken priests* orders 
they are still in^ttatitpupiUari, Let the term of their diaconate be lengthened to two 
years instead of one, in order to give them more time for their preparation : and in order 
to secure them leisure, let the licence for preaching, which now is given after the first, 
be withheld by the Bishop in ordinary cases till after the second ordination. Mean- 
while let it be recognised that the diaconate is a time of real preparation for the priest- 
hood, during which time the deacons will be guided in their reading by the chaplains who 
have conducted their previous examination. Let each of them be consigned to the guid- 
ance of one of these chaplains : and when the number of deacons is large, let elder clergy 
in the diocese, not of necessity chaplains, be selected by the bishop to entrust with the 
care of one or more such deacons. Let a certificate from one of them be necessary to 
enable a deacon to become a candidate for priests' orders, and to submit himself for a 
second time to the Bishop's examination. ' 

Let us see, in the first place, what would be the obvious objections raised to such a 
scheme as this, and then consider whether the benefits ensured by it would not be such 
as to counterbalance those objections. 

The first objection would obviously be, that rectors all over the diocese would complain 
that they were unable to get half the amount of work, to which they have been accus- 
tomed, done by their curates for a period of two years after they came to them : and 
consequently, that they would in self-defence lower the stipends which they offer to 
deacons, and raise those which they offer to priests. This would rather embarrass than 
otherwise, it may be said, the difficulties of the situation ; for already men are crying 
out at the lack of curates, and this disabling of deacons from doing their accustomed 
amount of work would only render more curates necessary. ! 

To this objection it may be replied, that it is better that the practical work of a diocese, 
if necessity be shown for it, should suffer for a time, than that the intellectual standard 
of the dergy should be permanently depressed. To remedy this serious threatening 
evil it is necessary that the interests of one class or other should be affected. I believe 
that things would right themselves after a time, perhaps sooner than might be expected, 
espeoiaUy if the influx which we are told to expect into the ranks of the clergy should 
prove to be large. And let it be added that even should the complication prove more 
pennanent than we expect, this would only prove the necessity of the precaution ; for 
it would prove to us that something must be done to maintain book-learning as a sine 
qtta non for our clergy, if they are not to sink into the position of unlearned workers. 
Now the rectors are directly interested in the amount of practical work to be got from 
their curates. They are seldom as much interested in their reading for personal improve- 
ment ; in fact it is for the curates' protection against their rectors, and to secure them 
the leisure requisite for their most necessary self -improvement, that I would have them 
withheld by the Bishop from some portion of their present work. It may be added that 
such a scheme as I have proposed, if the supervision were regularly and unintermittently 
laid over the whole period of two years, would act as a useful check upon a man's own 
indisposition— at least till the nearness of the next examination begins to make itself 
felt— to turn briskly from practical work to intellectual improvement. 

The other obvious objection to the scheme is of another kind. It may be said that 
you could not get elder men thus to supplement the work of chaplains by devoting their 
time to the improvement of the younger clergy. On the contrary, I believe myself that 
it would be easy for a Bishop, who knew and had the confidence of his clergy, to find 
such men. They would not need to Ji>e many in number, perhaps three, or at the most 
four to a moderately sized diocese : they would only need to be scattered about the 
diocese so as to be easily accessible by their clients. 

If it be asked how the work of such supervision is to be carried on, I would reply 
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that no general roles can be laid down for such supervision. Whether it shotdd be by 
set lectures, or by examination at intervals upon such work as proved the weakest in 
the deacon's first examination, or in some other way, is best left to be deteimined by the 
circumstances of the special case. What is wanted is to establish a rappprt upon the 
subject of intellectual work between an older and a younger clergyman. It will often 
lead to very useful incidental results ; such clientship will ripen into friendship, and 
practical parochial difficulties will be talked over ; more easily, I believe, with a qassi* 
official deriving his authority from the Bishop than with either the rector or the Bishop 
himself. I do not anticipate that the deacons themselves would generally be averse to 
their ataiiLa pupillai'is than being prolonged for two years after they have entered the 
diaconate ; and some of them, I know, would welcome it. 

I believe that some such scheme as this would go some way towards meeting the 
difficulties I have described. The details might be ever so different, but the ground- 
plan should be this : to utilise the fact that double orders are necessary for priests of our 
Church, by throwing the weight of examination upon their entrance to the second orders, 
and securing for the candidates, while they are deacons, their leisure for self -improve- 
ment by withdrawing from them a portion of the work which now is imposed upon 
them. And it might be that a scheme of this sort if successful for its own more 
immediate object, would react favourably upon the number of men admitted to holy 
orders ; for it would enable us to relax after a time the strictness of our first examination 
for deacons, and to admit men into the diaconate who, not yet up to our present 
standard, yet showed a fair promise of becoming so after two years' additional train- 
ing ; and so it would not ouly improve the training but also increase the number of 
candidates for holy orders. 



DISCUSSION. 
The President. 



I WISH to say a few words upon this point, and I shall not take as much time as would 
ordinarily be occupied by a volunteer speaker. There are just two or three things 
which I think it somewhat important to say, because I should like very much to hear 
from the speakers who are to follow what their suggestions are with regard to them. 
In the first place, I think it of very great importance that, in whatever we do for the 
procuring of candidates for ordination, we should not aim at lowering in any degree the 
intellectual standard which is now required ; secondly, I should not be unwilling to 
lower the standard required for a deacon, provided we could secure that the diaconate 
should be distinctly considered, as I am sorrow to say it is not now sufficiently con- 
sidered, to be a lower order of the ministry, in which a man has a great deal to learn ; 
but I think it would be most mischievous to the Church of England if her priesthood 
were less instructed than they are at present. I do not think it would be at all wise 
for us to do anything, the result of which would be that, as is the case already in some 
degree, many of our people coming to consult the priest upon different points in the 
"New Testament should find that the priest was quite unable to give any reasonable 
answer. I think a certain amount of knowledge of the original language of the Nev 
Testament is necessary in order to save a priest from saying in such cases what he had 
much better not say. Therefore, I think that to lower the very low standard which is 
now required would be an exceedingly great mistake. But I go further. I do not only 
think that we ought to insist upon as high an intellectual standard as we now require, 
but we ought also to insist that those who have studied shall have studied a sufficient 
time, and under such surrounding circumstances as will ensure that their study shall 
have sunk into their minds and formed their character. I am constantly asked by 
candidates for orders such a question as this, ** If I can pass the examination ought not 
that to be enough, even supposing I have no more than three months for preparation?' 
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I always reply that, even looking at the intellectual qnalification required, precisely the 
same amount of knowledge, if it has heen acquired through a course of study extending 
through three or four years, is infinitely more raluable than what has been crammed 
up hastily in the course of three months. I wish, therefore, in all that we aim at in 
regard to providing candidates for the priesthood we should bear that clearly in mind. 
Another thing I wish to add is this — although it is quite true that we ought to do our 
rery best to encourage men as far as we possibly can to enter the ministry from the very 
highest motives, yet we must be indeed ignorant of the conditions under which any 
institution, even a divine institution, can do its work in this world, if we forget one of 
the great principles that we have from our Lord's own authority, that the labourer is 
worthy of his hire. We do not pay the clergy as well as they ought to be paid. We do 
not sufficiently provide the funds for their preparation, and unless our zeal will take 
the form to a very great extent, not merely of giving our relations to such work, but of 
being ready to do our best to contribute the necessary pecuniary resources for it, I do 
not think we shall come to any permanent or really useful result. Th^se two things 
I venture to suggest specially for the consideration of all speakers who are to follow. 



Mr. F. H. Dickinson. 

Perhaps it may be asked why I, a layman, deal with what is specially a clerical subject. 
I can only say, having enjoyed the friendship of Mr. Church and Mr. Finder, the Presi- 
dent of the college at Wells, the subject has never been totally absent from my mind, 
and, as a trustee of that college, I have had to consider this subject from time to time. 
The suggestions I wish to make to this great meeting are only very few. In the excellent 
speech of Dr. Thornton there was a remarkable expression which struck me considerably 
— " What are our canons made for? '* I believe the sole duties performed by them are 
to assist the Bishop in the laying hands on the men who are ordained priests. They do 
that as members of the chapter, and the chapter, according to its ancient constitution, 
is the representative of the clergy of the diocese, and they assist in the laying on of the 
hands of the presbytery as the representatives of the clergy of the diocese. It seems to 
me to follow that they ought, therefore, to assist the Bishop also in the examination of ' 
the candidates for holy orders. That directly points to a change of system which I can- 
not but think would be a solution of many of the difficulties with which preceding 
si>eaker8 have dealt. If they are not the representatives of the clergy of the diocese 
the clergy of the diocese ought, instead, to have their own representatives chosen by 
them to do the work which the canons do and to assist in the ordination. The idea I 
venture to put before you is only a development of that which was laid before us by the 
Lord Bishop of Winchester in his excellent sermon, when he told you how the hopes of 
the Church of England depended upon bringing together the clergy and the laity ; and 
let me say how delightful it is to find so little difference of opinion expressed among us 
on this occasion — so different from all former Congresses. If that spirit is permitted by 
our Lord to exercise its influence over the Church of England, and if it is allowed to 
have its way in managing our legislative assemblies ; and if, further, it can be carried 
on to a representative assembly of the clergy and laity for all England, such as that 
which exists in Ireland and the colonies, I believe the hopes his lordship laid before us 
will be fulfilled. I think the proper development of his lordship's view is that in the 
diocesan conference, now established in almost every diocese, the clergy should elect a 
certain number of persons to assist the Bishop in the ordinations, that the choosing of 
the candidates should not be left entirely to him and his chaplains. That is a question 
that has been brought before us as to the qualifications of the candidates, that those 
should be dealt with by the body of the clergy. His lordship has expressed a strong 
opinion that intellectual qualifications should not be diminished. ,We do not disagree 
with that, but we have heard this morning that the number of ai)plication8 for curates 
that they have had makes it almost necessary that that standard should be lowered. 
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We have heard that Latm, Greek, and even Hebrew, should be known, if possible. No 
one can doubt the importance of that. You have also heard the opinion expressed 
by one of the speakers that English is more important stiU, and that the larger wsAr 
ters of learning may be dispensed with. Who are the men who are the most fit to assist 
the Bishop but those who know all the difficulties of the case— not some young men fresh 
from the uniyersity, who perhaps may be excellent scholars, but men of age vho 
have passed their lives in pastoral work. They are the persons with whom the Bishop 
can best take counseL They would be able to show that such and such a young man, 
though deficient in learning, has other qualities which are far more important ; they 
would be able to meet the difficulties which arise from a supposed favouritlam when a 
man says, "Tou won't admit me, but. you have admitted so and so." I believe the 
Bishops we have now are the best Bishops the Church of England has ever had. I be- 
lieve the Church of England, both in respect of Bishops and clergy, stands very high 
indeed, if not first ; but yet the charge of favouritism may be made, and the only way 
to meet it is to have a body of men to meet those charges of favouritism, so aji to prevent 
any real harm coming from the charge, and to prevent the danger of such things. The 
suggestion I have made is one already carried out in practice by our sister Church in 
America, where there is a standing committee in every diocese, siniilar to a chapter 
here ; and, besides the things I have mentioned, the clergy, who belong to the standing 
committee of convention, have the opportunity of choosing and hearing from others 
about the young men who are brought forward fpr ordination. Some such plan as that 
might be advantageous in bringing forward a larger number of young men. There are 
many of whom we have heard who wish to do the Lord's work as clergymen. There 
are many who might be selected if the clergy generally felt that through their repre- 
sentations they had the power to assist in such selection. A good deal has been said 
about our differences of opinion. It is quite impossible to get rid of them : it is quite 
impossible that the ti me should come when men of free thought will not think differ- 
ently. There will be different schools of thought among the clergy. One matter 
pressed upon you has been this — that the consequence of this disagreement is 
that you have young men snubbed, worried, and bullied in all directions. I have 
a request to make, in conclusion— that you will all do your best that that kind- 
liness and consideration which Mr. Bandall has suggested should be shown to all young 
clergymen with whom you have to do. If we act together in a brotherly and kindly 
way, we may hope that as time passes on our differences will diminish. They are not 
80 great as they used to be, and if you will each in your own department do what yon 
can to make most of the points of unity, and as little as possible of the points of differ- 
ence, this matter will be settled satisfactorily. 



Bishop Perry. 



I WISH to brmg under the notice of this meeting two points. Firsts I desire to confirm all 
that my friend Dr. Perowne has said respecting the advantage of training for the ministry 
in the university itself^ and what he has said in reference to the theological colleges in onr 
various dioceses— that is, in connection with our several cathedrals. I and others feel this 
so strongly that we have now a plan for establishing theological halls at Cambridge and 
Oxford ; not for thQ purpose of entering into competition with existing collies ; not 
halls for the residence of undergraduates, but for that class of persons mentioned by 
Dr. Perowne who, having taken their degrees and wishing to spend another twelve months 
in training for the ministry, are unable to do so for want of pecuniary means. Our purpose 
is to provide an economical residence with assistance in their theological studies for 
Bachelor of Arts, not withdrawing them from the colleges to which they belong, but simply 
giving them a boarding house and exercising that domestic discipline which always ought 
to prevail in such a house. I am most thankful to endorse his remarks in respect to the 
religious condition of Cambridge at the present time, and the advantages afforded to candi- 
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dates for holy orders. It is a great privilege that we have such men as Professor West ' 
cott, Lightfoot, Dr. Ferowne's brother, and Dr. Swainson as our theological professors 
and that we have also others who are set apart especially for giving theological instruction 
to the students ; but our professors have themselves expressed a desire that they should be 
further assisted in this matter, and it is our purpose if we can do so, to give that 
assistance If it be asked what is to be the character of these theological halls, I will 
answer at once that it is the purpose of those who found them to preserve the students 
from what they consider erroneous doctrine on one side and on the other in the Church of 
England, and at the same time it is my own earnest wish, and I believe the earnest wish 
of all associated with me, that they should not be governed in a narrow, exclusive spirit. 
Our hope is to be able to place them under the management of councils, the names of 
whose members shall commend them to the universities, and to select as their Principals 
men who will be thoroughly trusted by the professors, heads of houses, and tutors. 

Another point upon which I desire to speak is the means of increasing the number of candi- 
dates for holy orders. I wish to mention the system which I was led to adopt, and which I can 
now thankfully look back uppn as having been through the blessing of God very successful, 
for the preparation of candidates for the ministry in the diocese of Melbourne. If the 
difficulty of getting clergymen in England is great, how much greater must it be in a 
colony like that of Victoria at the other side of the world, and peopled by men who have 
all gone over to improve their condition in the world. Long since I began to despair of 
obtaining from England clergymen such as we desire to be in the colony, not third or 
fourth rate men (those will not do for Australia) but earnest, energetic, and devoted 
servants of God, in at all the number that we need. Hence it became necessary for me to 
take steps for supplying the want within the colony itself; and now the majority of the 
clergy in Victoria are those who were ordained by me and trained under my direction. 
My plan was this. 'V^hen a young man, or one in middle age, expressed to me a desire to 
enter the ministry, I told Mm that he must first be employed as a reader. The title was 
derived from a chapter in Bums's "Ecclesiastical Law,*' which tells us that there was a body 
of persons employed in the Church under that name at the time of the Beformttion, aod 
describes the regulations in use concerning them, upon which those made by me were 
grounded. Candidates for this office were first examined by one of my chaplains, and if 
approved, were, upon the nomination of an archdeacon or parochial clergyman, liceosed to 
act as reeiders. Archdeacons in Victoria had the charge of large districts, in which it is 
their business to establish, as far as they can, services of the Church of England, and to 
superintend all deacons and readers who are not under any parochial clergyman. The 
parochial clergy again have all limited spheres, but often so large as to require for the 
carrying on of distant services lay assistants ; and beyond their appointed limits there are 
frequently districts wholly destitute of the ministry, for which they are expected to make, 
under the sanction of the Bishop, the best provision that they can. These readers, then, 
being thus each placed under an archdeaeon or a parochial clergyman, had the privilege of 
attending a portion of an examination for orders every half-year, and, if approved at two 
of these examinations and recommended by the archdeacon or clergyman under whom they 
were placed, were sent for a twelvemonth, usually with an exhibition for the payment of 
their expenses, to Moore College, an endowed theological college in New South Wales. 
Having passed the presbribed examinations there, and received a satisfactory certificate 
from the Principal, they were examined as candidates for holy orders, and upon approval 
admitted to the diaconate. I may add that my rule was to require all deacons, except 
under special circumstances, to come for examination every half year, so that before they 
were admitted to the priesthood, they must have passed through two examinations, and if 
any had not made adequate progress during the first twelve months of their diaconate, 
they had to remain another six months or longer before they were ordained priests. I 
found this system answer exceedingly well. There are now a number of clergymen in 
Melbourne, some of whom have come from England, and others who have been ordained 
by myself. The parishes in Victoria are not under private or general episcopal patronage. 
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V)at tbe incnmbenis are elected by boards of adyowson ; and many of tbe -clergymen whom I 
thus ordained are not less likely to be chosen for important positions than their brethren 
who haye come from England. I am glad to learn that yonr lordship has adopted some 
plan of the kind, and that my friend and brother, the Bishop of Lichfield, bringmg his 
colonial experience to bear upon his English diocese, has institnted very nearly the same 
system in his diocese. I am thus encouraged to offer these remarks for the. consideratiaD 
of my other right rev. brethren. 



Mr. Thomas Layman, of Saint Alban's, Holborn. 

We want more clergy, and his lordship has requested apy one who thinks he can make s 
suggestion to suggest how that want may be supplied. In. all humility I venture to com- 
ply with his lordship's request ; and clearly I must be right when I tell you that the first 
element in supplying more clergy must be in removing the difficulties in tbe way of 
their becoming clergymen at all. It is first necessary to bring them to be clergymen rather 
than to remove any difficulties in their after-work. The first and main difficulty that 
presses upon the best men who wish to become clergymen is, that they cannot reconcile to 
their own consciences the claims of Christ's Ohurch ^ith obedience to the law of the State. 
The first virtue in a Christian priest must be obedience to the powers that be. How can 
he teach his flock to obey him if he does not set an example of perfect obedience to those 
who are above him either in the Church or the State ? I know that young, bright, and 
intellectual men, men burning with a desire to serve Christ in their own beloved Church, 
feel that there is a real difficulty on this very point. They must obey their Master, Christ, 
and they want to obey the law of the land in which they live, and they cannot reconcile 
these two claims to their own satisfaction. (" No, no.") Permit me to tell you who say Ko 
perhaps you are right ; perhaps, they could reconcile these difficulties but they fail to do so* 
and, therefore, they go where the difficulty will not press upon them. These cries of " No, 
no,"induoe me to think that some of you do not believe in the existence of this difficulty. Bear 
with me when I tell you that the difficulty presses upon every priest here presents He 
never celebrates the divine office without coming into contact with the law laid down by 
the highest authority. That law has declared that no addition to the rubrics can he 
allowed in the performance of divine service; therefore every hymn sung during 
tbe performance of the services, being an addition, is unlawful. Nay more, tbe 
very highest authority has said that it is an addition. I heard the Lord Chancellor himself 
declare it to be so — that the singing of one hymn, which does not take more than a fev 
seconds, is unlawful. I know that the priest who was called in question on this very point 
was condemned because he allowed tbe congregation to sing th^t hymn, and he was sus- 
pended because that hyum was sung. I will not give the name. I will throw no 
discord into this meeting. Those who want to know his name need only come to me 
for it. I will tell you what the hymn was which it is unlawful by the State law of this 
realm to sing during divine service — " Lamb of Gtod, that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us." For allowing the singing of that hymn this priest was sus- 
pended. If a conscientious priest who has sworn at his ordination that he will obey the 
laws of this Church and realm, thinks fit to surround the celebration of the holy com- 
munion with some acts of reverence to show that he verily and truly believes that which he 
teaches them, the same State law has not only declared that act to be unlawftil, but has 
put on record, in print which you cannot mistake, precisely the directions how far that priest 
may go, and if he goes an iota farther he may be punished for it. The words which the 
Court used are substantially these — I am not quoting verbally, but I am sure I am not 
misrepresenting the sense — that the attitude assumed by this priest was an attitude of 
reverence, and the Court, assuming that that attitude implied adoration of that Divine 
Presence in which I hope we all believe, suspended that priest for three months for assum- 
ing that attitude. The Court condemned, not the act itself, but the motive, namely— "rcTer- 
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enee and adoration ;" thereby assaming spiritual jarisdiction io its highest form. Can 
we wonder that high<minded Snglish gentlemen decline to place themselves under such 
jurisdiction. 



The Rev. John Sword, of New York. 

It may seem presumptuous for an American to stand before this Congress, to say 
luiything about the education of priests, but I thought it might not be amiss if I 
were to tell you simply how we do it in America. We have seminaries, but I 
trust we have not ** seminary priests ; " we dislike them as much in America as you 
do in England. Our seminaries do not take the boys from school and train them 
for priests, but they have the young men from college just as you are doing here, 
only they keep them longer. The general rule is, that a young man shall graduate at a 
secular college, and then go into a seminary and pursue strictly theological studies for 
three years. The advantage of his education being first in a secular college is, that he 
comes into contact with men who are studying to be lawyers, doctors, engineers, or to 
be engaged in literary pursuits. Therefore he has a certain breadth of education. A 
seminary education alone must necessarily be a narrow one : but the young man comes 
out of his college with a certain breadth of education, and then he commences his special 
studies in the seminary. We have a number of these seminaiies throughout the country, 
generally diocesan, but we have one which belongs to the whole Church— the G^eneral 
Theological Seminary. The largest of our seminaries is on the Plains in the 
West. At first it was entirely in the wilderness, depending on daily supplies for 
sustenance. Then there is the Berkeley Divinity School in Connecticut, and the 
General Seminary, the largest, which is in New York. You will smile, perhaps, 
at the smallness of the numbers; we generally have from seventy to eighty. The 
curriculum pursued there is very much the same as that described by the first speaker 
this morning. We study the Greek Testament thoroughly. Almost every part of it 
is studied critically, grammatically, and exegetically ; and, alas for us! there we 
study Hebrew. Three hours a day for five days in the week for three years we are at 
Hebrew. But then, perhaps, we are glad of it when we are through. I hope I may be ! 
There are some special difficulties with which you have to meet here. One is vrith 
regard to the young men who wish to prepare for the Church, who have not means. 
That is not a difficulty with us. It is true we do not have as many young men who 
prepare for the Church as you do— but I think the English Church has far more wealth 
than our Church, and in America if a man receives from €k>d a vocation for the holy 
priesthood, he may feel sure he will attain his end although he has not one cent in his 
pocket at that time. He will, perhaps, have to lead a hard and severe life, but if he is 
in earnest, he will not care for the hardness and severity of the life ; and if he is not in 
earnest, the Church is better off without him. One of the speakers referred to young 
men who could not pass their secular college going to business. It is quite a usual 
thing for us. A young man who does not see his way at once, goes to work and works 
hard during the day and studies at night. The Bishop is supposed to superintend his 
education, but his parish priest really does it. He passes his examination and is 
admitted to the seminary. 

But there are also Church colleges, where they can go and be admitted without any 
expense whatever to themselves — but I think myself that these Church colleges are not 
things to be enconraged, because they are really seminaries. The young men in them 
are preparing only for holy orders, and there is certainly a narrower training there 
than where persons intended for all professions meet together. There are universities 
alsoy which malse an allowance to each student, giving what is called a scholarship. 
There is nothing unpleasant in a young man receiving that, because they all get it, with 
very few exceptions, and a young man in America, after he is twenty-one years old, is 
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ashamed to ask his father for anything more to support him. The value of this scholar- 
ship is £50. Then the question is. How do we supply the rest ? In New York it is done 
in this way— we all work. On Sundays you ^find the whole seminary is empty—they go 
out, some 30, some 50, some 100 miles, to places where there are no churches, endeavoor- 
ing to gather the people together. For that they may get £30, £40, or £50 from the 
people who may be interested in the work, and thus they manage to support themselTes. 
The money given by the society pays their expenses in the seminary, for their meaU at 
commons, for their gas and coal ; but for their own personal expenses — ^that which they 
spend upon themselves, their clothes and other expenses, they provide by their own 
efforts. Then also I think there is a great advantage in this system which we pursue— 
it gives the candidates for orders a certain practical power. The study of theology by 
itself is a hard trial, but when you combine it with active work— when you apply what 
you have learnt to the souls of men and women, then you realise the grandeur of the 
work. 

The Earl of Devon. 

I FEEL myself at a considerable disadvantage in following the interesting speech which 
we have just heard, a speech deriving weight from its being the practical experience of 
a reverend gentleman belonging to a sister Church, in which he has placed before us, 
with a degree of detail which must have interested all, the mode of training adopted 
in that communion ; but I am anxious only for a few moments to refer to a more prac- 
tical point connected with our Church. First, I am anxious to express my deep sense 
of the national importance of increasing the number of our clergy and providing for 
their adequate training. We have had eloquent testimony borne by the clergy of our 
Church as to the necessity of attention to both points. I am anxious to follow my 
friend Mr. Dickinson in the expression of opinion that it is no less a layman's than a 
clergyman's question. Two points are raised by the subject, and the papers, and 
speeches — one is, how to increase the number of candidates for orders, and the second 
is, how to train them. With regard to increasing the number of candidates for orders, 
I think there was remarkable force in the opinion expressed, I think by my excellent 
friend who read the second paper to-day, as to the great importance of early domestic 
training— early domestic determinatioil, so to say, of a tendency towards taking holy 
orders in after life. I believe there was great truth in what he said as to mothers and 
fathers, gradually pointing to the admission to holy orders, as an admission to the 
highest functions which man can fulfil, followed of course by religious training. Periiaps, 
as an illustration of the importance attached in early life to the determination of that 
particular tendency, I may mention that it is my lot to be connected with a district in the 
south-west of Ireland, almost exclusively a Roman Catholic district, and I have been told 
on good authority, that it is no uncommon thing for a farmer to put by from early yean 
H certain sum every year, to provide for the education of one of his sons as a priest. The 
other point to which the papers referred is, as to the improvement of our means of training 
candidates for orders. Now here I confess, speaking with much deference to the right 
reverend prelate, whom we have heard with so much satisfaction to-day, I attach a greater 
importahce than he seems to do to the maintenance of our separate theological colleges, 
following upon training either at schools or universities. I do so on this groond, 
because I believe that the different colleges for training for orders in different dioceses, 
give a more systematic and regular opportunity of personal intercourse between the 
teacher and the pupil, than is often afforded in institutions of a larger character, and 
I look upon that personal intercourse as even more important than the mere intellec- 
tual training. But it is said with truth, that such a training often places the 
education for orders beyond the reach of many members of our community, and there 
is no doubt that is the truth. I for one should exceedingly rejoice if admission to 
orders were more easily accessible, so far as means are concerned, to persons from 
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different classes of society, under proper sanctions and regulations. There are modes 
in which facilities for education might be adequately given — ^and when a man is 
admitted to orders, greater inducements might be held out to him. With regard to the 
latter point, I would beg to express my concurrence in the opinion often expressed, 
that it is more important to improve the condition of the poor incumbent than that 
of the poor curate. The curate has something to look forward to. He has no paro- 
chial burdens to bear. I will only point to the means of helping the incumbent. I 
will just recall to you^ minds the existence and increasing prosperity of the sustenta- 
tion fund originated by Lord Lome. With regard to cheapening the education for holy 
orders, I will refer to another fund— a fund supported by Canons Gregory and Liddon, 
with a view to provide exhibitions in order to enable persons to be trained at different 
theological colleges or elsewhere. I cannot but hope that one consequence that will 
residt from the improved condition of our endowed schools through the country, will 
be to establish a daim of connection, by which a man, even from the national school, 
may be carried up to the grammar school, thence to the university, and thus, if fit for 
orders, be admitted to that holy function. 



The Dean of Durham. 

My only claim to say a very few words is much the same as that which was addressed 
to you a few minutes back by the late Bishop, of Melbourne. He spoke to you as 
having been for a long time intimately acquainted with the education of candidates 
for orders. I am at present with the deepest interest connected with an institu- 
tion — and I may say that we have received some of our best students from Cornwall 
and Devon — an institution which in all respects has not answered the intentions of its 
founders, but I hope will answer their desires — I mean the university of Durham. I 
endorse all that has fallen from the lips of previous speakers with regard to a good 
education. No one desires it more than I do, and I agree with what fell from Mr. 
Smith, but I slightly disagree with what has fallen from some other speaker with regard 
to the necessity of a knowledge of Greek. I think we are a good deal hampered by 
insisting upon particular points ; and as to that point I will just say I was once talking 
with Sir George Comewall Lewis, than whom no one knew better the state of education 
in France, and he said he believed that in the whole of that country there were not more 
than six persons who were acquainted with Greek. I believe that not to be far from 
the fact, and I urge it upon you as a ground for not insisting upon one special point. 
Why not insist on Hebrew as much as upon Greek? I agree heartily in the wish that 
theological colleges should be increased throughout the country, because they are simply 
a necessity, for it is quite impossible, considering the large demands made upon the 
purse of the two universities now, to have a full supply of candidates for orders from 
them. I will also press another difficulty upon you, from which, I believe, the pupils 
at theological colleges often suffer all their lives. You give them a sound theological 
education, and then you turn them out into the country without what I may 
call the imprimatur which Englishmen have for hundreds of years considered as 
a guarantee of the culture which marks a gentleman — you turn them out without 
a university degree. There are numbers of men trained in theological colleges who 
find the great want they suffer from, when, however learned, they go to their spheres 
of labour people say, "We do not see the usual M.A. after his name — where 
does he come from? He surely cannot be quite a gentleman." I venture to 
IiresB upon you that you must remove this difficulty in some way— you must 
come to terms with the universities to take your men for a year or so after their train- 
ing, and allow them, after that short period and after due examination, to take their 
degree. With regard to Durham, we are boldly making that attempt, and we shall 
welcome any of the members of theological colleges who come to us with satisfactory 
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testimonials of their ability, and from none more than from the excellent college over 
which Mr. Smith presides, if they will come to us and give us the benefit of their theo- 
logical knowledge, and if we can offer them the benefit of a degree, we shall be glad to 
do so. I offer this as a practical contribution to this subject whichis eminently a practical 
and business question. 



Akchdeacon Eaklb. 



Ths supply of men must depend upon the organisation used to obtain them. No onehsa 
suggested any organisation for this purpose. Before suggesting new organisations, will 
it not be wise to use those which already exist. Our Church has in existence an admir* 
able organisation for all her necessities if rightly used, in the parochial, ruridiaooDsl, 
archidiaconal, and diocesan system. Have we used those subordinate systems for the 
purpose of increasing our supply of men? I think not. First, the parochial S3nitem, I 
speak specially to the clergy set over large, intelligent, and infiuential town congregatioiu, 
and, I ask, have you made any use of the parochial system ready made to your hand 
for the purpose of obtaining candidates for holy orders ; if not, I affirm without hesita* 
tion, that in such parishes as those indicated, your confirmation classes, your communi- 
cant classes, your adult classes, are failures, if from the ranks of their catechumens and 
hearers some candidates for the priesthood do not emerge. The parish priest should be 
able to influence some of his parish to seek the office in which he ministers ; he fails if 
he does not. We come next to the ruridiaconal system, every rural dean ought to have 
his eyes open for fit and proper men. At a recent chapter of the deanery to which I 
belong, we passed the followibg resolutions bearing on the subject : first, that it should 
be considered the duty of a rural dean to look out for fit and proper men ; secondly, 
that he should place himself in correspondence with such persons as may be in prepara- 
tion for holy orders within his deanery, and offer to them assistance, both spiritual and 
educational, by the loan of necessary books, and by personal advice and guidance ; and 
thirdly, that he should have a discretionary power to invite to the meetings of the 
chapter all such candidates for the ministry within his deanery. Not long ago as I was 
going about my archdeaconry — for I do not take the view of my friend, Archdeacon 
Denison, that it is an archdeacon's *' duty to do nothing," if such is my duty, I have 
never attempted to do it — I found a lay assistant preparing for the Bishop's examination 
with a long list of several books pinned up before him, and, as far as I can remember, 
nothing but a Prayer-book and Bible before him. I asked, What are you reading? he 
pointed to the list saying, " These are the subjects which I have to prepare, but I have 
no books and cannot get any here. I have to read the prophet Amos, for instance, with 
a certain commentary, but as I have not got it I can only read the text/' Of coarse I 
sent him necessary books, but where was the rural dean ? Where was the theological 
library which ought to form part of the ruridiaconal system? Every deanery ought to 
have a library open to all candidates for holy orders and others. On^ of the first things 
which I felt it to be my duty to do when I was made rural dean was to found such a 
library — it has not been without its use. Now, we come to the archdeaconry. Every 
archdeacon should do his best to increase the number of candidates within his arch- 
deaconry, and he should both seek out and assist fit and proper persons, and also try to 
influence the wealthy laity within his archdeaconry to give such assistance as may be 
necessary for their preparation for holy orders. And until we have used these three 
existing organisations we shall be unwise to discard existing and ancient lines of work 
for new and untried methods. Lastly, have the Bishops done their best to provide fit 
and proper men for their dioceses? Why should not every diocesan have a few wise, 
resident correspondents at the universities, always on the outlook for fit and proper 
university men, and always ready to give just such advice, guidance, .and assistance as 
might be necessary to turn their thoughts towards the sacred ministry. Many young men 
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are lost to the ranks of the ministry for want.of some such organisation connecting the 
dioceses with the universities. 

One more practical suggestion. We lose a great number of promising men simply 
because of the unremunerative interval of two or three years which intervenes between 
the degree and ordination. This unremunerative interregnum debars many young men 
from seeking Jioly orders ; they cannot get over the two or three years without some 
salary, and so are f oi-oed into some other remunerative occupation ; and even to thorn 
-who can get on through this interval of enforced unremunerative idleness, it is as a rule 
a period of great temptation, a period in which many deteriorate— many are entirely lost 
to us ; hence arises the question, Why should we not ordain deacons or subdeacons at 
the age of twenty, finding them occupation and remuneration? Of course they could 
not be advanced to the priesthood before the present canonical age, but they might be 
ordained as deacohs, and put to a very useful apprenticeship, within the Ohurch — an 
apprenticeship which would prove to themselves remunerative, to the Church most 
useful, at the age of twenty. Why, again, do we not use the other end of human matur- 
ity more than we do ? Why should we not give increased facilities to persons of mature 
intelligence, ripened experience, devoted piety, accompanied with considerable know- 
ledge, both of men and of theology, who may have passed their earlier years in other 
professions? There are couAtless men of from forty to fifty whose services would be 
invaluable, but who are lost to the ranks of our ministry — ^no one can exactly say why. 
I would use both terms of life more freely, ordain earlier and later than we do. One 
more practical suggestion. We are apt to think that *' training for holy orders " ceases 
with ordination. This is a fatal mistake. The few first years of a man's miniE(tty are 
the most important part of the training for holy orders. Every incumbent with young 
clergy under him is bound to give instruction in general parochial work, in preaching 
and reading, and I will bring this very practical part of our subject before you by a very 
pointed question, which will not, I know, be acceptable to all my hearers ; but the ques- 
tion wants asking, and I will ask it without fear. 1% every parish clergyman, qud parish 
clergyman, a jit person to have to deal with the training of a young deacon 9 Is every 
pariah, because an extra clergyman is wanted in it, the proper place for the training of a 
young deacon f Remember the extreme difSculties of the priesthood. Remember that 
a priest should be fully instructed in all the mysteries of the Christian life and Church— 
and if sometimes a Bishop wisely refuses to let such and such a clergyman, or such and 
sucii a parish, employ the services of an inexperienced deacon, it is not without cause ; 
he does so in consideration of those very interests which we are all bound to consider — 
the beat interests of the Church of Christ. I/astly, Christian parents, why do you not 
more readily give us your sods ? There is no profession so truly noble as that of the 
priesthood. If of old the Grecian sage, as he considered the wants and illnesses, the 
wounds and evils, of the crowded camp around him, exclaimed with truth, ** One phy- 
sician is worth many men,'' surely we, as we look forth upon the troubles of the Church 
and world around us, may truly adapt his words to the priest of the Ohurch of Christ, 
and say. One true, faithful, ministering priest is, indeed, equivalent to many men. Yes, 
an active, earnest, faithful priest is the exponent of the noblest work which man can do, 
and let us not forget, while speaking thus, that in accordance with the unfailing law, 
corruptio optimi pessima, that the most dishonourable life is the life of the priest of sloth 
and carelessness. 



The Rev. R. C. Billing. 



I AGBBB entirely with what has been said about the necessity of a liberal education, and I 
desire, on the other hand, to welcome men from other grades of society than those from 
which we have, for the most part, recruited our ranks. But I hope we shall not get 
into a panic. We l^ave seen, I think, the turn of the tide ; and I believe there will be a 
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great inoreaBe in the number of suitable men offering themselves for the work of Ui« 
ministry. 

One thing to which I wish to refer is this— why cannot we imitate the example set by 
the Bishop of Lincoln 1 The question has been asked more than once, What are the 
canons doing 1 G^erally the canons are in charge of large and popular parishes which 
have insufficient endowments, and the canonries have been given to the respectiye canons 
to increase their income. It is impossible, under such circumstances, that they can do ill 
their duty. But I should like to see our chapters remodelled, so that the dean and canons 
should become a real force in the diocese, and engaged in advancing theological learning 
among candidates for orders and the younger clergy. In the diocese of Lincoln we have a 
theological professor. Chancellor Benson, engaged in preparing candidates for ordination, 
men who have not had the advantage of a university training ; and there are many 
bursaries endowed by the laity in connection with this theological school. If we only eodd 
appeal to our laity generally, and show them that there is an opportunity of truning candi- 
dates, they would be prepared I think to come forward with funds. I beKeve there ar« 
very many pulpits ^m which, in the course of the year, no appeal is made to the yonng 
men of the congregation to devote themselves to the ministry of the Church. In con- 
sequence of this, very little prayer is put up to the Lord of the harvest that He would send 
forth labourers into His harvest. And how many parishes are there in which the ember 
season is not recognised at all ? I entirely sympathise with what was said at the com- 
mencement of our discussion this morning, that what we want is the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit to move the hearts of our young men, and fit them for the ministry of Chnst's 
Church. We require men who are moved by the Holy Ghost to undertake the sacred 
ministry ; men who, out of the fulness of their own experience of Christ's love> can speak of 
His love to others. We want men who are prepared to endure hardness as good soldiers of 
Christ, and not men who, though no longer fox-hunters or keen sportsmen, are very frequent 
visitors of the croquet lawn ; men who will not object to work in parishes half a mile from a 
railway station, or where there is, perhaps, little that is picturesque in scenery, or attractife 
in the way of what is called good society ; men who are imbued with the spirit of Christ, 
and are acquainted with their Bibles. A great deal is to be leamt frt>m the study of 
the Scriptures in the EngliBh version, but I hold that those who have to teach others 
ought to be acquainted with the Scriptures in the original tongue, and I hope the day is 
coming when the candidates for huly orders will, as a rule, be examined not only in Greek 
bnt in Hebrew. 

My lord, I believe, if we have such devoted servants given to us by the great Lord of 
the harvest Himself, there is a glorious future before the Church of England. I am not 
prepared to exaggerate all those hindrances referred to to-day. I rejoice, however, to think 
that the time is, perhaps, presently coming when our outward differences may, to a certain 
extent, be settled by an authoritative decision ; and that we shall all, like law-abidmg 
Bnglishmen, be prepared to obey that decision. Then we shall have liberty without lioeoee 
in our dear old Church of England. So long as our pastors are found to be maintainers 
of the true doctrine of the Qospel as this Church and realm received it at the Befonnation, 
cor Church will never Ibe disestablished in the hearts, or disendowed of the affections of the 
people of England. 

The Ven. Archdeacon Emery. 

It seems to me, after all that has been said, that one of the chief difficulties is the money 
question. I believe there is plenty of religious zeal and religious feeling in the land, which 
will supply us by God's help with ministers, if we can only provide the means for the 
men to go to the university or to theological colleges. I do not agree as to the difficulties 
which Mr. Layman put before us to-day. With respect to increasing the number of candi- 
dates — ^if some diocesan exhibitions were offered, so as to encourage the clergy andhutyto 
look out for eligible candidates, we should soon be provided with a larger number from 
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eveiy rank in life, especially from the lower and middle classes. The result of missionary 
studentships seems to confirm this view. In the diocese of Sly we- have a missionaiy 
student fund, and we adTertise that we have certain help to give if we can get proper 
candidates. A considerable number of candidates have thus been secured for missionary 
work, and the same might be done for our home work. I do not think enough is made in 
this matter of national schools, secondary grammar schools, cathedral and choir schools. 
We want some organisation to look out for suitable candidates, and then if we could only 
provide fair means, we should, I believe, get a very admirable supply. We have now a 
good system of diocesan inspection throughout the land. Why should not the attention of 
onr diocesan inspectors be turned to the point — ^to look out for the most eligible children 
from the national schools, who by small exhibitions might be sent up to the grammar 
schools, and so gradually advanced to holy orders? Many of the suggestions made to-day 
baTB been very practical, and I feel that there is a determination, with GK)d's help, to 
provide for what is necessary. The Church of England is under-manned. The number of 
applications made for curates is oppressive. In a diocese like that of Sly even the want of 
men is great With respect to theological colleges and their relations to arehdeaoons and 
canons, I can only say, whatever may be the views of others as to the duties of arch- 
deacons, I cannot .work harder than I do; but what I want to tell is this, the Bishop 
has just appointed a canon specially to be the head of a theological college at Ely. I do 
not, however, want to see theological colleges established in the cathedrals if they are to 
be party institutions or reflect merely the views of one man. The theological college 
should be distinctly associated, as far as possible, with the whole cathedral body, the dean, 
the canons, and other officers. It is desirable, indeed, to have these local institutions, but 
there will be a great danger to the Church of England if they are made^nto party insti- 
tutions. I trust that what has been said to-day will help to an increased supply of clergy, 
which so mach depends upon providing adequate support for their training. 



THURSDAY AFTERNOON, 5<A OCTOBER. 



The Venerable Archdeacon Earle took the Chair 
at Half-past Two o'clock. 



THE BEST MEANS TO BE ADOPTED FOE THE RECOVERY OF 
CLASSES ALIENATED FROM THE CHURCH ; inter alia, THE 
FORMATION OF RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES, CONSISTING OF 
CLERGY AND LAITY, FOR TRAINING AND SUPPLYING 
PREACHERS AND CATECHISTS. 

PAPERS. 

The Rev. Canon Money. 

There never was a time when the value of union and the power of co- 
operation was more strongly realised than at present. It would be very 
strange, then, if that which is felt to be of the greatest importance in aU 
secular matters, was not also allowed to be important in the higher region 
of religious faith and practice. Whilst disunion and strife are in our 
midst, and the bitterness of sectarian feeling is strongly manifested, there 
are signs, and they are among the most hopeful of our time, of a growing 
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desire that " all who profess and call themselves Christians maj be led 
into the way of tmth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the 
bond of peace, and in righteousness of life." We are still a Christian 
nation, and the majority are ready to acknowledge that " righteousness 
exalteth a nation^ but sin is a reproach to any people." l^e duty of 
reverencing God's Word and showing his allegiance to Christ, which 
belongs to each individual, cannot in reason be denied to the rulers of our 
land. It is this which arms them with real authority, and gives them 
that moral force before which sin and crime sink back abashed. It is 
this which gives to our country a moral power of counsel, and remonstrance 
throughout the worldj- which is at once a glory and a trust. It is this 
power, this influence, and necessarily the cause of it, which I believe the 
people of this land are less than ever inclined to part with. But whence, 
then, is this moral force derived, and how is it conveyed 1 "I founded," 
said Napoleon, " an empire upon force, and it fell," Christ founded His 
upon love, and it stands. He violated the maxim that the physical must 
be subordinate to the moral, the moral to the spiritual, and man himself 
to the glory of God. The source of this power and influence is the 
revealed law of God, and the people of this country have recognised the 
value of this authority in their determination to keep the Bible in oar 
schools. Is it likely, then, that they will deprive the Gk)veniment of this 
influence by taking away the channel through which it is conveyed, the 
National Church? The Church receiving and conveying those mighty 
spiritual influences which elevate character, and sanctify conduct 

It is to the past condition of the Church itself that we must first look 
to account for the alienation of some, and the opposition of others. " If 
the salt have lost its savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned?" The 
absence of spirituality in a Church is the absence of life and power. 
When such is the case the means which God has appointed to eflect His 
gracious purpose become an impediment. So was it with our Church in 
tiie last century, when, to use the language of Bishop Wilberforce, " She 
flung from her bosom that sainted man of God, John Wesley." The life, 
the Are, the burning zeal which she should have cherished and fanned, she 
cast away and strove to extinguish. Then, too, the material fabric gave 
signs of the coldness and neglect which was paralysing everything; and 
the want of church accommodation, of proper accommodation for the 
poor, began, with services in which there was no warmth, and pulpits in 
which there was no Gospel, to alienate many from her fold. 

At the same time great changes had been taking place, and the Chttrch 
had fedled to guide and mould them. The old feudal bond was broken, 
and there was nothing to take its place, no golden link between the upper and 
the working classes, that might have prevented the jealousy, suspicion, and 
antagonism which sprang up. If the Church was wanting and in danger of 
dying of her dignity, the wealthier classes and the employers of labour were 
wanting in that Christian example, that consideration and sjrmpathy, which 
might have told with tremendous power upon the fathers and mothers 
of the last and present generation. We must be fair when speaking of 
one class and its deficiencies not to hide or extenuate the faults of another. 
A great opportunity was then lost, and we are reaping to-day the seed 
which was then so recklessly sown. " A family," it has been said, "is 
the seminary of the Church, and if children be not well principled there, 
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«.• 
all miscaxrieth ; a fault in the first concoction is not mended in the second ; 
if youth be bred ill in the family they prove it in the Church and Common- 
wealth," Even so late as 1848, Bishop Wilberforce, referring to the widen- 
ing separation between poverty and wealth and the loosening and wearing 
oat of the old bands and social relations which had so long held together 
English society, stated that the mass of our criminals were composed of 
those whom neither Christianity nor civilisation had reached. " Who have 
been suffered," he said, " to grow up beside ua iminstructed and unhealed, 
to prove, in the ripened maternity of their vices, our chastisers and their 
own destroyers. Of 757 prisoners committed to Reading Gaol during 
twelve months, 256 were quite unable to read, and not less than 140 were 
ignorant of the simplest truths of the Scriptures, and even (marvellous as 
it appears) of the very name of Christ. Of the whole 757 as many as 
415 had been at no school, or at one for too short a period to make any 
real exception, and only 24 had been confirmed." Such a humiliating 
statement as this will, through the wise provisions of Lord Sandon's Bill, 
ere long be no longer true of any part of this country. 

When the subject of classes alienated from the Church is brought before 
us, we at once think of the working classes. It is the lament of every 
Christian body that they are not to be found, except in small numbers, 
in church or chapel. Why is this ? Partly from causes upon which I 
have already touched. Partly from other causes. We must remember 
that amongst them social distinctions exist, and that *' there is an edu- 
cated and really intelligent section, and an uneducated and ignorant section ; 
a political section and a non-political section ; a sober, steady, saving section, 
and a drunken, unsteady, Christless section ; and there is fast arising a 
sectional difference of mode of life and feeling between the regularly and 
irregularly employed classes. Between all these sections there is difference, 
and, in most instances, antagonism of feeling. Between the artisan and the 
unskilled labourer a gulf is fixed." But in one respect the vast majority 
of them may be classed together. They do not attend public worship, or 
openly acknowledge Him as Lord whose name they bear. It has been 
calculated that not 5 per cent, are to be found on Sunday in the house of 
God. We all know how hard it is to draw them there, or to keep them 
in regular attendance. However these classes may differ from each other 
in the matters to which I have referred, there prevails amongst them a 
habit, we may almost call it a fashion, of spending the Sabbath without 
any public acknowledgment of God. The causes which have tended to 
form this habit amongst them have been gradually at work through a long 
course of years. 

The dwellings of some are such that it makes the practice of religion a 
very hard thing. " Why don't you pray ? " was the question put to a dirty, 
sallow, but thoughtful looking man. *^ 'Cos I can't, as I am sitewated," 
replied the man, thrusting his pipe, which was still alight, into his side 
pocket. " 'Cos, you see, down where I lives, there's nothing 'cept drink- 
ing and cursing, and we has but one room." Then he mentioned a chap as 
tried to be religious and couldn't, and added, " What I says is, as how 
that not a respectable chap like you could be religious down where I lives 
and keep the young uns all right." I doubt if there is a respectable 
chap here to-day who would not, if placed in similar circumstances, be 
almost compelled to express a similar opinion. How important then is 
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the effort to improve the dwellings of the poor. In some cases not only 
houses, but even single rooms are sublet, so that when families fall ou^ 
as under such circumstances often happens, they tell each other to keep 
not their own room, but their own corner. Here decency and deanUness 
are unknown. Can we wonder if religion is not suffered to enter, or if 
it is next to impossible to induce such to come from their filthy dwell- 
ings to the house of God ? 

There is another crying and monster evil with which the Church should 
battle. The temptation to drink is so great, and the dirty, uncomfortable 
home adds so much to it, that it seems almost a mockery to preach the 
Gospel to these, and yet extend no helping hand to lift them out of the 
mire. " Give me," said one of these victims of intemperance in my 
parish, '* a glass pf ale before all- your religion." The power of the Spirit 
of God may prevail over everything, but we have no warrant for thns 
continuing as a nation in sin that grace may abound. Whilst in 1875 
;^i 1,500,000 only were spent in cotton goods, the enormous sum of 
;^ 1 43,000,000 was expended upon intoxicating liquors. Would it not 
have been well if some portion of this at least had been saved for food, 
for clothing, for education, for the salvation of immortal souls. A move- 
ment has at last been commenced in our Church under high sanction. 
Every parish now should have its temperance association, for the man who 
goes to the public-house to drink will rarely come to the house of God 
to pray. 

There are also influences at work which keep the thrifty, sober, better 
educated artisan from living as a Christian, and manfully avowing his 
belief in God. He is not unfrequently imder the guidance of those of 
whom the more intelligent of the working classes say that they are, 
'* self-seeking, place-seeking, wire-pulling men, whose object is to promote 
their own interests — who in professing to speak in the name of the people, 
show an intention to trade upon them for ends of personal ambition." 

Then there are some of the cheap, trashy publications of the day, and 
some of those newspapers which profess to be the organs of the working 
classes, but which instil into them thoughts and suspicions which are 
calculated to make the working man a social Ishmaelite. 

I am, however, happy to say that there are signs of a better state of 
things amongst the coming or rising school Those who belong to it 
have less class prejudices and broader sympathies. They are sensible 
of the evils which spring from ignorance, intemperance, and bigotry, and 
they are able to judge of Christianity by its fruits, and examine its evi- 
dences and claims to their allegiance, they have longings after some- 
thing better than the mere existence of those who are satisfied to eat 
and drink and then die. A loving, fruitful Christianity, is not altogether 
ignored and despised by them. " Not," writes a working man whom 
I know, *^ the formal Christianity which is adopted as an element of 
respectability, but the Christianity of Christ, of the Sermon on the 
Mount; a Christianity under which brotherly love would abound, and 
the spirit of which would be visible in the Ufe of the week-day world; 
which would lead the rich to consider the poor, employers to be kind 
to and thoughtful for the employed, and the latter class to be just 
and honest to employers, not the mere eye-servants and time-servants 
that so many of them are. This is the sort of Christianity we want" 
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Shall we not all echo this sentiment ! But must we not also confess 
that there has been a great want in this respect, which the lynx-eyed 
multitude have been swift to detect, priding themselves upon the fact 
that they are not the hypocrites which many are who put on the garb 
of Christian profession, and attend the house of God with seeming piety. 
Surely if He, who once lived in a carpenter's house, and, it may be, worked 
in a carpenter's shop, were now among men as He then was, He would 
denounce a Wpe against those by whom this soul-destroying offence cometh. 

We have not so much to ask, What are the means to be employed for the 
recovery of classes alienated from our Church ? as, Shall we employ the 
means which God has appointed, and which He has promised to bless, 
with greater earnestness and self-denial 1 

We want more systematic co-operation, more Christian workers. It 
should be the rule for every Church member to be a Church worker. This 
duty is involved in the very idea of a visible Church. It has been set 
forth by our Lord, in the memorable washing of the disciples' feet. " The 
mutual feet washing," it has been said, " embraces in reality the whole 
collective duties of Christian charity among Christ's disciples." We want 
the full acknowledgment of this by all, and especially by our communi- 
cants. In this way powers may be drawn out which would otherwise be 
dormant, and feelings and sentiments nourished which would otherwise 
wither away. There is a niche which each one may occupy, and work for 
which each one possesses some special qualification. There should be a 
fuller recognition of Church fellowship, that we are members one of another, 
and also of our responsibility to God. The idea that a Christian may go 
to church, and enjoy certain privileges with selfish indifference to the cause 
of Christ and the salvation of souls, should be torn to shreds and scattered 
to the winds. How good and grand is the idea of working together. May 
we not say that this is the example set us by the Triune God in all that 
He has planned and accomplished for our redemption % What an honour 
to work together for Him, to work together for the lostj to work together 
as members of His body, as recognising the duty of adding to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity, to work together, 
though sometimes weary and fainting, yet ever watching the rise of that 
spiritual temple which is being built up, and which will stand for ever 
illumined by the presence of God and of the Lamb. 

But if we want all the members of our congregations to come and join 
their clergy in bringing the power of a living, loving Christianity to bear 
upon the mass around, we want also a large increase of clergy. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury tells *us of ;j^3o,ooo,ooo spent in a short 
time to restore the material fabric. Why should not a large sum also be 
raised to support, prepare, and send forth living agents, both clergymen 
and laymen ] They are wanted, and wanted at once ; nothing can supply 
the place of personal contact and house to house visitation. Surely the 
hearts of many will be fired at the thought of those who are as sheep not 
having a shepherd ? Till this want is better supplied, till the aged clergy 
are better provided for, till the younger are better paid, till scripture 
readers and lay-helpers are multiplied, it is hardly right to go on spending 
so much in architectural splendour and adornment. 

We are not, however, without evidence that God has given His blessing 
on sustained effort and constant visitation. In some parishes the change 
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baa been so marked that the police have testified to the ''perceptible 
moral improvement among the working classes of London.'' One of the 
most successful efforts in my own parish has been the building of a large 
mission hall on the site of a Baptist chapel. That hall is filled with those 
who will not or cannot go to church, but who are becoming regular attend- 
ants at public worship and communicants. '* I long/' said one of these, 
''for the time to come to go to the hall, it is such blessed time spent there, 
I feel so happy ; ah ! you Imow I didn't feel like that once, now I am thank- 
ful to be able to enjoy myself in our mission hall. You see I can't help 
calling it our mission hall now, because I love to be there, so I don't mind 
being laughed at." The mission work there is sustained by the congregation 
of the parish church, and the poor regard the hall as their own, as having 
been built for them, and also as an evidence of the sympathy and care for 
them of the rich. Thus, a golden link is being formed, which will gather 
strength and become a means of uniting different classes together. The 
one great influence which draws the poor to that hall is ^ove — the love 
which came to seek and to save that which was lost. When they enter, 
they hear the gospel which touches their hearts and meets their wants. 
They hear what tliey can understand, and take part in services in which 
they can really join. It is becoming more and more recognised, that the 
simple preaching of the gospel, which led to a revival in our Church in 
the last century, is that which moves and draws the working classes now,' 
the preaching, as our poet Laureate says, of " simple Christ to simple men," 
or, as the bishop of this diocese so emphatically told us^ of " Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified." It has been this ordinance of preaching which has 
been the means of converting sinners all along, and which the Lord is now 
so wonderfully using for the salvation of souls. He appointed it, and He 
sets upon it the mark of His gracious favour. There can be no substitate 
for it, and it is a fatal mistake to seek for another way. 

In the mission services, which were commenced by evangelical men, 
and which are now so greatly blessed by Qod, it is the message of Christ's 
love, the assurance that by faith in His sacrifice offered once for all, the 
sinner is justified, which opens the heart and enables the most wretched 
to draw water with joy out of the wells of salvation. Thank God we have 
great encouragement to seek in this way to win back the alienated 
classes. Never was our great Metropolitan Cathedral put to a nobler use, 
than, when after the clergy of three dioceses had knelt with their bishops, 
in silent prayer, those bishops with their hearts fuU of love, addressed 
us, and ofi'ered special prayer to God for a blessing on the London mission. 

If, then, the work before us is great and arduous, if the field is vast, 
if the labourers are too few, if the hindrances are multiplied, if forces 
wielded with Satanic skill are marshalled against the Church of Chnst, 
let us only seek more earnestly, more continually, more beUevingly, for 
that great, that promised gift of the Holy Spirit, who can alone subdue 
man's heart, make effectual divine ordinances or human instrumentality, 
and give life alike to slumbering churches and to dead souls. 

"Paul may plant,* and ApoUoa water, but God alone can give the 
increase." 
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The Eev. R. W. Cobbbt, M.A., Rector of Stoke-on-Terne, 

Salop. 

" Charity begins at home " is a very good proverb to remember in fault- 
finding. We do well to ask ourselves as Churchmen, what are our faultcr ? 
what improvements can we make in our witness to the Truth ? We cannot 
fail to be conscious that there are serious defects, both in the spirit in 
which the Truth is set forth and maintained by us, as well 9s in the matter 
currently set forth as the Truth : attention to these defects will probably 
best advance the recovery of those alienated from the Church. What seems 
mainly to be wanting in order to strengthen the Church's witness to the 
Truth, and to enable her to gain the ear and heart of the alienated, 
is increased spirituality on the part of her own members ; and by spiri- 
tuality, I mean love of Truth for its own sake. Truth being the revela- 
tion of God of Himself to us His creatures, all searching after Truth is 
searching after God ; all devotion to the cause of Truth is devotion to the 
cause of God ; devotion to the Truth for its own sake is devotion to God, 
because He is supremely good and true. How our perceptions of the 
the power and beauty of Truth are deepened ; our ability to discem 
between what is of transitory and what is of lasting importance is in- 
creased ; our security of being led onward through the letter which - 
killeth, to the Spirit which giveth life, is enhanced when the love of 
Truth for its own sake becomes the ruling motive of each individual effort 
in the cause of religion. 

L The need of spirituality, or love of Truth for its own sake, shows 
itself in the spirit in which we are apt to meet those who misunderstand, 
or object to our conceptions of the Truth. There is a want of a charity^ 
which is quick to discern what is good and true in the opinions of others, 
which has no otiier object in view than that all should possess the freedom, 
dearer than thousands of gold and silver, which the Truth alone can give : 
which takes pains to be just to the opinions of those who differ, which 
seeks, in loyal courtesy to the Spirit that is in them, to make them feel 
that due respect is being paid to the measure of truth they hold, and to 
the general benefit of the witness they have maintained : and which, in 
stating and maintaining the truth is definite^ gentle^ and suggestive, seeking 
to expose error and remove it, not by controversy or denunciation, but 
by Sk fuller exposition of positive truth. If we had more love of Truth for 
its own sake, should we not trust the persuasiveness of truth carefully 
stated, should we not be more simple and suggestive in our exposition 
and less sharp in our treatment of disputed questions? We should 
not forget that the aspects of Truth are various, and that in dealing with 
a subject which is infinite and exacting in its obligations, in addition to 
our finiteness of apprehension we are each and all hardened with a heart 
that is perverse. 

There is a want of courage in setting forth and maintaining the 
sovereign claims of Truth ; in asserting those claims we need to be proof 
against all charges of being over-venturesome, over-dogmatic, or over- 
scrupulous ; we may be so in pressing on others our conceptions of the 
Trutii : but for Truth itself we must ever require, and maintain in word 
and deed, an absolute sovereignty ; for It sacrifices of any cost must be 
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made and required ; to admit any relaxation of Its claims upon the 
ground of sentiment, association, or infirmity, is to deny the love and 
justice of Him who is the Truth. Courage is wanted again in setting 
forth and maintaining the range of divine grace. There is a disposition 
in man to dispute and deny the range of grace as there is to dispute 
and deny the claims of Truth : as revealed in Christ the one is as 
universal as the other : by nature in all there is the lust of a fancied in- 
clusiveness as there is the lust of a fancied independence : to these the 
Catholic Church has to object the revelation of a universally inherited 
gr^ce and of a universal law of righteousness. It indeed demands a perse- 
vering courage to maintain, in opposition to the variously repeated limita- 
tions which are again and again asserted or suggested, the love of €rod in 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the freeness and universality of which 
grace has again and again to be maintained against the attempts to limit 
its reception, either to the condition of previous faith, or to the instra- 
mentality of an external agent. St. Paul had the same difficulties to con- 
tend with, and felt his need of boldness to uphold this truth against the 
prejudices of the Judaism of his day. In a third respect courage is want- 
ing in maintaining Truth, viz., the courage to search into the grounds of 
our own belief ; the indisposition so to search is often occasioned by in- 
dolence or indifference, but, also, frequently it is occasioned by the want 
of the courage which love of Truth and confidence in Truth inspires ; if we 
are in earnest in the cause of Truth we shall trustfully and courageously 
search into the grounds of our belief and the meaning of the phrases and 
expressions we have received and are accustomed to use, so that we may 
with readiness give an answer to every man that asketh us a reason of the 
hope that is in us. We shall not indulge in the weak, curt, and evasive 
reply, " The Bible says so," " The Church says so." Nothing tends more to 
hinder the influence of our statements, than the unreadiness to welcome 
inquiry into the foundations upon which they rest : it has been truly 
said, " Expressed doubt is often the birth cry of a true faith." Without 
we have tested our foundations, and realised the meanings of the forms of 
speech we use, we shall never be able to meet effectually inquiry or attack, 
and to transform them into an acceptance of the Truth. This spirit of 
charity and couragCy so necessary in dealing with those who ndsunderstand 
or object to our conceptions of the Truth, can only be brought about and 
maintained by the love of Truth for its own sake. 

II. Again, attention must be drawn to serious defects in what is set 
forth and maintained to be the Truth. Current theology needs clearer 
articulation on these points. 

I. The Universality and Supremacy of Divine Love. The unity of the 
Divine Being. 2. The identity of the God of nature and of grace. 3. The 
identity of the Word made flesh, and the Word by whom " all things were 
made, and without Whom was not anything made that was made." 4. "That 
the invisible things of God from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead " (Rom. i. 20). 

Surely more thoughtful consideration of these principles would greatly 
enable Christian teachers to appreciate and accept with gratitude the 
later discoveries in physical science. 

But I desire to draw attention to one defect, which I believe to be a 
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cause of untold damage in oar dealings with Christian truth. The external 
Chiist is preached, but is the internal Christ — the Christ within us — suf- 
ficiently set forth and maintained ? The revelation of the Christ in him 
is the root-thought of St Paul's life, the spring and motive of every 
effort in his apostolic work ; ** Christ in you, the hope of glory," is his 
message to the Churches. " I live, yet not J, but Christ liveth in me," is 
bis confidence and glory. He discerned in the Christ Jesus not only the 
pattern man " whom God the Father hath sealed," but also the "second 
Adam," the "quickened spirit," the "incorruptible seed or word," the "new 
man" in every man. Until the twofold relation of the Christ with mankind 
as the pattern man and the life of every man is more fully set forth and 
jnaintained, the Church cannot be said to be fully witnessing to her Lord. 
We may know and preach Christ after the fleshy but we are not knowing and 
preaching Him after the spirit : we may be stoutly defending the truth re- 
specting the historicalQhxi&t^ but we are not maintaining the truth respecting 
the universal Christ : we are not maintaining His twofold aspect as the Son 
of God and the Son of man. Surely in the recognition of the Christ in 
us, we discern our Divine Sonship; in the recognition and cherishing of the 
Christ in us, we live our true regenerate life ; in the setting forth and main- 
taining in word and life of that kingdom of God within us, we are wit- 
nessing to " the truth as it is in Jesus," and are hastening the appearing 
of Him, Who has been manifested on this earth in the life of perfect 
obedience as the Son of God, but has yet to be manifested as the glorified Sou 
of Man. Is it over-sanguine to suggest that in a fuller setting forth and 
more loyal maintenance of this aspect of the Christ, as " the incorruptible 
seed or word " in every man — the Christ-germ which is the ground and 
law of our being as men, will be found a link to bind together in a fuller, 
more intelligent, and more appreciative charity, not only the various parties 
within the Church, but all seekers after Truth in whatever school of 
opinion they may now be standing? 

IIL How are we to acquire and maintain this spirituality, and this 
apprehension of the Truth which may conduce to so blessed an end ? There 
is but one method — meditative study of the life and person of Jesus Christ. 
The secret of all true influence upon our brethren we know to be the union 
of our hearts with Him who is the Pattern-Man and the Life-giving 
Man. Our buildings will be of wood, hay, and stubble, our weapons 
must be carnal and ineffectual, if we be inspired, regulated, or sustained, 
by any other spirit than the Spirit of Christ : in this age of restless acti- 
vity the Evil One seeks, in the engrossing entanglements of incessant toil, 
to shut out the continuous recognition of the Spirit of God as the Light and 
Life of all true work. How much clearer and fuller would be our percep- 
tion of the Truth, how much more persuasive and intelligible would be our 
language, how much more spiritual the weapons of our avarfare, if our 
hearts were more continuously in contact with the revelation of the Living 
Truth, the language of His parables and discourses with the people, and 
the principles of warfare whidii He permitted to Himself and His followers. 
Might not the homes of religious communities prove quiet resting places, 
from time to time, for those who feel the wear and tear of unintermitting 
toil upon their spiritual life, whether in domestic, civil, or parochial call- 
ing ? There they might find the protection they need for a period of undis- 
turbed meditation and communion with God, and opportunities for such 
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spiritual converse with others as they feel to be needful to preserve the 
balance of their lives, and to enable them to handle the Word of God more 
lovingly, loyally, and profitably. 

I do not wish to plead for brotherhoods. I know that they mnst expect 
no favour, they have to win their title to respect, the prejudice against them 
is not unreasonable, their history has been a mixed one, they have been 
instruments of good and of evil — perhaps the evil in the past may be trace- 
able in a great measure to two causes — (i.) The separation of their members 
from the parochial clergy, and the ordinary diocesan gotvemment through 
their relation with the papacy — that cause is now substantially removed. 
(2.) The mistaken notion that such communities presented the ideal expres- 
sion of the Christian life. The right idea, it seems to me, of such com- 
munities is conveyed in the term " School of Prophets," such is the name 
whereby my own diocesan has designated the brotherhood to which I 
belong. A prophet I understand to be one who ia called by God to ex- 
press some message or aspcjpt of truth in the most expressive way he pos- 
sibly can. The utterance of his message is the ruling concern of his life, 
and everything is set on one side that interferes with the expression of his 
message. St. John Baptist is an illustration. We have schools of Teachers, 
the Universities ; we have schools of Pastors, Theological colleger We 
want " Schools of Prophets," for we are in need of prophets who, freed from 
the ordinary ties and toil of local work, may devote themselves more to 
the study of Holy Scripture, and thus be enabled to stimulate the spiri- 
tuality of the Church, to blunt the asperities which, in the heat of cease- 
less controversy, inflame party spirit, and to prepare the way for the 
appearing of the Son of Man in glory by a more vigorous setting forth 
and maintenance of the presence of the Son of Man in every man. 

Such communities, with a position granted to them in the Church, are 
recommended in the Code of Canons lately agreed upon by the committees 
of the Houses of Convocation, and would, I venture tojthink, be found useful 
in gathering together and educating much valuable material now almost 
lost to the Church, in helping the over- worked parochial clergy by assist- 
ing in missions, sermons, retreats, &c., when invited to do so ; in found- 
ing mission stations in neglected districts in great parishes, to be the 
nucleus of a future parish — and all from the nature of their constitutions 
at a most economical rate. These considerations, and others, which time 
will not permit me to mention, move me to think that the formation of 
religious brotherhoods will be found to supply a missing link in the 
machinery of the Church, both in respect of her own internal work, and 
in her efforts to recover those alienated from her through neglect, indif- 
ference, misunderstanding, or opposition. 



Mr. John G. Talbot, M.P. 

I iNTi^D, in this paper, to confine myself mainly to our urban populations, 
and to those who may be described as alienated from the Church, but not 
attacked to any other body. And I ask why are they alienated from the 
Church ? Several reasons have been given and may be given. But these 
three seem to be prominent: — (i.) The extreme "respectability" of the 
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Cfaurch ; (2.) The want of elasticity in her arrangements; (3.) The rapid 
and unregulated growth of secular knowledge 

1. ^^Respectability" — Let any one remember what was the condition 
of all, or nearly aU, our town churches before any of the ''movements" 
of this extraordinary century began, and he must acknowledge that they 
were very respectable, but that they were little else. I take London as 
the town which I know much better than any other. I can remember the 
time when anybody who did not pay for his seat, and was not '' respect- 
ably " dressed, h^gl a very poor chance either for kneeling, seeing, or hear- 
ing in tolerable comfort. In fact, when I try to realise what London 
church-going must have been to the poor not many years ago, I think it 
is rather a matter of wonder that they go at alL Packed as children in, 
or under, horrible galleries, banished as adults to remote corners, sufifering 
in old age from cold and draughts, the condition of the '' free sitters *' 
was a truly hard one. And it certainly seems as if the church arrangers 
of those days did their very best to bring themselves under the condemna- 
tion of St. James, and said almost literally to the poor, " Stand thou 
there, or sit here under my footstool" 

2. Want of Elasticity. — I am not one of those who writhe under the 
Acts of Uniformity. On the contrary, I believe that they have done 
much more good than harm to the Church : if they have done nothing 
else they have prevented hasty, ill-considered changes. But, partly owing 
to the want of freedom, both of expression and action under which the 
Church has till lately laboured, partly owing to the extreme tenacity with 
which people cling to what they have been used to, especially in small 
matters, it was long assumed that the yoke of uniformity was much more 
stringent than it really was. Of course I am ready to admit that we want 
more Special Services, as for Harvest Thanksgivings, Dedication Festivals, 
Ember Days, Bogation Days, Missions, <&c. Nor do I believe that it 
will be long before some of these, if not all, are granted. But when we 
are thinking of alienated classes, we must remember that the mischief 
of years cannot be undone in a day, and at the time when the alienation 
grew to the extent in which we see it, it cannot be said that there was 
any elasticity at all in any of our Church arrangements. The services in 
towns were few, long, and dreary ; nor was any attempt made, except when 
a form of prayer was drawn up by authority for a fast or day of thanks- 
giving, to make any special claim upon the religious attention' of a parish. 

3. Knowledge {simply secular), — Besides the deficiencies to which we 
must plead guilty in the Church itself, we must not forget that the classes 
we speak of as alienated have increased in knowledge to a remarkable 
extent in the course of the present century. It is hardly necessary in these 
days, and before such an audience, to disclaim any jealousy of the spread of 
education. And certainly the Church is admitted to have done her full 
share of the work alike in the days when the State neglected or encouraged 
it, and in these when she insists upon it. Bat it is no disparagement of 
knowledge to say that it has its perils and temptations ; nor, again, that 
whilst to many minds secular knowledge is attractive, religious knowledge 
has not always to the same minds the same attraction ; nor yet that it is 
comparatively easy to learn how to scoff, whilst it requires patience and 
liunulity to learn the foundations of belief. Until very recent years, I 
suppose that scarcely any children in our large towns were taught in 
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elementary schools without some knowledge of the rudiments of Christian 
learning. And yet we must remember that school time is soon over ; as 
the mind expands there is often, and there was oftener, no teacher of the 
highest learning ; whilst the vicious and the infidel are always at hand to 
sow their seeds on the soil which others have prepared. To be smart, 
sceptical, independent, this is always easy, and such a disposition has 
special attractions for young men living in towns; and when youth is 
past there is often little time, little inclination for patient study. The 
practices of religion, even if they existed in childhood, a|^ only too quickly 
lost in a youth neglected by religious influence, and then the instincts of 
habit become terribly strong when they are united to the tendency of our 
nature towards selfishness and vice. Iff must never be forgotten, when 
we are speculating upon the causes of alienation fr^m the Church, that 
underneath all we name lies the master-key of much of our neglect of 
religion, whether we are in theory "alienated" from it or not, viz., that 
its restraints are inconvenient, and its precepts require the subjugation of 
self. 

II. How then — this is the important question — are those whom we 
sorrowfully confess to be alienated to be recovered] If I were to 
answer in a single sentence, I should say, by the Church being true to 
herself and her high calling. And in a few suggestions I propose to 
make I hope to suggest nothing but what the Church of England, as a 
true branch of the Universal Church of Christ, has already done in 
theory, or may do without the surrender of one of its principles. 

I. Eqiuility in worship. — Following the order of the three causes which 
I have selected, I would say the first remedy is the recognition of true 
religious equality. I do not stay to combat false ideas on equality. But 
no false ideas must tempt us to forget that there is a most true sense in 
which we are bound to contend for absolute equality. I believe that 
as few things have tended more to produce neglect of church-going than 
inequality, so few things can be so remarkabiv proved to revive it as 
equahty. And I would suggest, that, consideriL^ yhe very few directions 
which the New Testament gives for the forms of worship, it is a remark- 
able fact that an inspired Apostle, in the passage I have before referred 
to, lays down (at least, inferentially), as apparently of the essence of 
Christian worship, the great importance of equality in places of religious 
assembly. I do not disguise from myself the great difficulties which 
meet us practically on the subject of Appropriation of Seats ; but I do 
earnestly maintain that the true policy for the Church is to have all her 
holy places free, and (ev§n more important in my mind) to make no 
distinction between one class and another in the house of God. I would 
give two illustrations to justify what I have said from my own experience. 
Any one who has known Westminster Abbey will acknowledge that it is 
one of the few churches in London in which you meet working people in 
their working clothes. Why?— the services are not what are called 
" popular ; " it is not particularly easy to find seats. Is not one cause, 
at least, that no one dreams of paying for a seat in the Abbey, and that 
till you approach the choir stalls, all seats are equal ? I know another 
church in Westminster, the congregation of which isj not particularly 
large, nor any of the accessories specially attractive. But for many years 
it was remarkable for a large propoiiion of poor worshippers. This was 
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the more to be noticed because the seats were not all free ; hut they were 
all equal — and many of the free seats were exactly as well placed as 
those for which payment was made. I should much prefer everywhere all 
being free ; but, at least, I say, let all be equal. 

2. Greater freedom of arrangement. — Greater freedom in church ar- 
rangements is another means of success which we must not scruple to 
use. We must bmld more cheaply and use our buildings more frequently 
and more popularly. I am sure every one here must know cases in 
which the Church :has lost its place in a parish because in some outlying 
hamlet, afterwards, perhaps, grown to importance, a brick building or 
two have been put up for worship which is not hers. It was thought 
till a short time ago that though we might all live within brick walls, 
we mtist worship within walls of stone. So where a " good substantial " 
church could not be built, none was built; and we know the result. 
Some of the superstition remains, but we must sweep it away. Never 
meanly, but often cheaply, our places of worship must be in many places 
built. And in large town parishes (country too) we must have as many 
of them as we can serve, remembering that in towns the poor will seldom 
go far, and that, of course, the less accustomed they are to worship the 
less trouble will they take. 

A mistake has also, I believe, been made in building large churches in 
poor neighbourhoods. Those who are unaccustomed to go to church are 
more likely to come to a small building than into a large space which 
looks alarming, and may often be comparatively empty. In a small 
building, a small choir, and the responses of a few, are more hearty and 
effective than they can be in one of the spacious churches which have 
been so much in fashion. 

The services must be as bright and hearty as they can be made. The 
Prayer-book gives more scope for variety than is commonly imagined ; but 
in mission-rooms we are not confined to the limits of the Prayer-book, 
and we should not scruple to use any devout forms which experience has 
recommended, nor shpuld we be alarmed at the use of unwritten (I prefer 
the word to extempore) prayer. I make this distinction because, as most 
speakers will agree that, however undesirable it is to trust to written 
addresses, it is quite as objectionable (except in cases of necessity) to 
speak without preparation, so I am sure few will be found to recommend 
that we should lead the prayers of others without preparing the words in 
which we are to pray. 

A very important branch of the question of elasticity in Church arrange- 
ments is the association of the laity for Church work. On this head there 
can be no question that the Church of England has been in past days, 
and still is in many places, woefully deficient. And I think the loss 
sustained by the want of such organisation may be mainly proved by the 
happy results which have followed the employment of another system. 
There is nothing, except, perhaps, the question of free seats (I am not sure 
whether even that exception should be allowed), on which there seems to be 
such absolute unanimity amongst successful Church workers, as that people 
of all ranks are stimulated, improved, gratified, by having Church work found 
for thenL And need I dwell upon the enormous addition to the Church 
strength of a parish which is gained, when, instead of the one, two, or three 
professional representatives and supporters which the Church possesses, 
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she can claim a body of men and women whose deepest feelings and 
whose active interests are bound up with the practical working of the 
system ? I doubt whether it is too much to say that if we can imagine 
such a state of things as every parish in England with its association of lay- 
helpers in guild, or brotherhood, or organisation of any kind working with 
and under the clergy, dissent on the one side and irreligion on the other 
would have been practically excluded. Towards such a consummatioD, 
however remote in our days, however, perhaps, it may be impossible to 
obliterate the traces of past neglect, it is our happy privilege in these days 
to work. And as the best help which I can give, having such slight expe- 
rience of my own, I will add a few instances of the recorded success which 
has attended earnest, self-denying, systematic, prudent work of this kind. 

The Rev. G. Gainsford of St. Saviour's, Hitchin, has worked his parish 
between six and seven years on what we may call the "guild" system. 
His population is 1500,' of whom 1000 are artisans, chiefly connected 
with the railway, and 500 are agricultural. He has no middle or upper 
class. He has 250 communicants, t.g., one-sixth of his population. He 
has 100 communicant members in his guild (l^esides eighty children in a 
junior department) ; and he states that this Church corps (if I may so call 
it) not only find this corporate action useful for their own lives, but they 
do the work of the parish in such things as school teaching, mothers' 
meetings, clubs of various kinds, and choir work. Some devote them- 
selves to the diflScult task of urging church attendance upon the negligent ; 
some bring children to baptism, answering for them at the font, if there 
be a lack of sponsors ; some bring candidates to confirmation classes ; 
others, again, do a most necessary parochial work, viz., the organisation of 
healthy and innocent recreation. Mr. Gainsford is one of many who have 
organised their parishes in this way. I have no doubt he will gladly give 
information to those who may desire it as liberally as he has to me. 

The Rev. P. Marshall, writing from Manchester, ranks among the chief 
means of recovering the alienated classes " The giving to men of the 
working class a definite voice in the affairs of the Church. I have a 
Church Society worked by laymen, and I find that where power is real 
interest increases." 

The Rev. J. Brame, Organising Secretary of the A,C.S., writing from 
Manchester, says : "I have known many instances where two or three 
men have been formed into a small association, meeting once a week for 
prayer, and making it an object of their life to bring so many of their 
companions to church, and the success has been very great : we want to 
get at the people through each other." 

The same correspondent gives some very remarkable instances of Chuicli 
progress, of which I can only quote two or three. One of the most notable 
js the parish of Leigh, near Manchester, where at the time of the late 
vicar's appointment in 1839, out of a population of 11,000, the average 
number of communicants was only thirty-four, the monthly offerings ii» 
6d. There are now about 300 weekly communicants. The parish church 
has been rebuilt at a cost of ;^io,ooo. By a public vote of the parishioners 
it has been made free and unappropriated for ever. It is filled, often 
crowded, with working people. 

Another instance of Church progress is to be found in the parish of 
Horton, Northumberland, where in i860 there was one church, now 
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ther^ are three ; church accommodation then for 300, now for 800 ; school 
accommodation then for none, now for 380 ; the church congregation was 
50 to 70, now 700 : the number of communicants was 12, now 200 ; the 
number of communions in the year was 4, now 70 to 80. 

Agaiq, at Walkley, St. Mary's, in Sheflfield, I am told, " is a population 
of skilled, frugal workmen, living in their own houses, built by means of 
building clubs, &c. The church built within the last few years is well 
attended and well supported by them. A very good proportion of this 
population, all working men, attend church, and take a great interest." 
^£'146 was collected in the offertory in 1872, of which only jQ6 was 
in gold. 

In Worsborough, St. Luke's, which was " a district inhabited by a very 
rough and godless population," the result of the work of a curate for 
whom a grant was made by the A.C.S. is described to have been 
remarkable. There have been over 200 adult baptisms; a church has 
been built, to which the working people have liberally contributed j there 
is a large and enthusiastic congregation and well-filled schools. On 
their first dedication festival, in 1875, the church is described to have 
been " filled with colliers and others of the working class, all most deeply 
interested in their church." 

Many other instances have been supplied to me ; but I will not weary 
my hearers with repeating them. I am bold to say that the conclusion 
of my correspondent is that to which a careful consideration of facts leads 
us irresistibly, *•' Wherever there is earnest, persevering work, the Church 
wins her way." 

I have spoken incidentally of the A.C.S., and I hope it is not alien to the 
proper tone of a Congress paper if I here bear my testimony to the admirable 
part which that society has taken in the recovery of the alienated classes. 
One important branch of Church work, to which its energies have been 
lately specially devoted, I am obliged to pass over very lightly, i.c, special 
missions. But the most experienced in this work are those who most 
testify to its value. These missions have been conducted with a very 
singular degree of moderation, and especially with a refreshing absence 
of party spirit, not always seen in great religious movehaents. If any one, 
out of very many examples, may be quoted, I would ask special attention 
to the recent mission at Leeds, the accounts of which would alone have 
prevented any candid man from despairing of the future of the Church. 

III. Into the remedy for the last of the three causes I do not enter 
at length. It will be discussed by those who speak on the question of 
literature. But I would urge that definite religious teaching, teaching 
of the heart as well as of the head, teaching of the teachers as well as of 
the learners, teaching not so much against error, as of the grounds of defi- 
nite truth, should be an essential part of the work of every Parish Priest. 
The Church must sympathise heartily with all the cultivation of the 
intellect which is true, modest, earnest. It is the glory of our branch 
of the Church of Christ that whilst » he adores in humility the mysteries of 
the faith, she see^s prcreminently co lead her members to offer to God a 
reasonable service. And my belief is not less than my hope, that, unless 
she bie hampered by external aggression, she will each year more develop 
those wonderful resources which have been given to her. Her system, 
when it is fairly and legitimately used, will commend itself, as it has 
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commended itself, to all classes of the community — ^and she will extend 
her blessings to all — ^by counteracting in all the selfish tendencies of oar 
nature, and recommending to all classes a pure faith as the only permanent 
spring of a virtuous and noble living. 



ADDEESSES. 
Lord Forbes. 



Yon will all remember the answer given by a wit to a young man who wished to point oat 
that they were both engaged in the same work, and said, " We row in the same boat." 
" Tes," replied the wit, '* bnt not with the same skulls.'* We all want to row in the same 
boat, to nse to the utmost the power, and truth, and strength, we possess in the promotion 
of Christ's holy Church, and we all wish to reach the same goal, bat how different is oar 
conduct from each other ] If I may be allowed to use a nautical phrase at Plymouth, I 
would say that the difference arises from so many persons paddling their own canoes. The 
Church ship would run down these canoes, and after giying the occupants a good fright, 
then take them on board and giye them an oar and teach them to pull away down aloog 
the straight and narrow way, the way of feuth, the path of truth, the way of the Church, 
the way of the Lord, the way of heaven. How is it that with one Bible we all differ so 
much 1 We know that unity must be found within the Word of Gh)d, bnt how is it there 
is 80 much diTision among Christians] Bver since the Reformation there have been 
numerous splits in the Church ; but I am not one of those who wish to nin down in any 
sense the Reformation ; it was, I think, conducted upon the best and troeat principles, it 
was conducted upon true conserratiTO principles — ^being merely a sweeping away of what 
had been wrongly added and a return to primitiye practices. And neither am I one who 
wishes to separate Church and State. If the Church and State are separated it will make 
no difference to the Church, for the Church of Christ is " founded upon a rock " immovable. 
I haye no fear for the Church, but I am afraid for the State, and fox that reason I have no 
wish to see the separation. Bnt how is it that people treat the Bible so differently] bo 
fresh revelation was given at the Reformation. Why, then, have so many branches of 
the Church been formed ] Then, again* vhy does the sceptic try to undermine the faith of 
Christendom when he has no creed of his own but that of pulling down and destroying! 
We know perfectly well that the Word of God and the works of God proceeding from the 
same author must be identical; and when we read in the Psalms, " The Lord's name is praised 
from the rising of the sun until the going down of the same," we praise the Lord God 
for the light, the light by day and the light by night ; and we pray that we may have 
light to believe God's holy Word. How is it that with one Book of Common Prayer ve 
are so different] There must be unity in the Prayer-book— I am not going to raise 
any '* burning question " now, although I should not shrink from so doing in the proper 
place and at the proper time. I do profess to have studied theology, bnt now is not the 
time to enter into that matter. There must be unity found somewhere, bat how it is to he 
found I will not enter upon just now. What I wish to put before this large inteliectaal 
assembly is the best means to recover the alienated classes ; and the best means in oar 
power is first to acquire true and definite knowledge of religious questions ouraelves, 
and then impart it to others. Let me entreat you of the laity who are willing to co-operate 
with the clergy, and I rejoice that the clergy are quite willing to accept your help, let me 
entreat you to endeavour, as far as you possibly can, to acquaint yourselves with the real 
truths. We, the laity, have a right to stand up and express our opinions, but only on the 
condition that we understand the subject we speak about. I advise you, then, to do as I 
have done myself, study good theology, read the primitive fathers and the best Eagli^h 
divines, and above all study the best commentary on the Holy Bible you can get 
Then you must study carefully, and follow the teachings of the Prayer-book of the Church 
of £ngUnd. That is the first point I wish to touch upon with r^ard to the recovery of 
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tbe alienated classes ; acquire definite knowledge yourself, and then endeayonr to impart 
it to others. The second point is more minute, bat it involyes a great sabjeet. It is. 
Have free and open accommodation in your churches, for you mast not erect a barrier to the 
poorer ehisses. I will, therefore, bring before this Congress the London Free and Open 
Church Association. Lord Nelson, who is the president, and who has undertaken the 
subject, has kindly allowed me to take it up and to say what I can about it. I will tell 
yon the objects of this association. This is most important. They are fourfold, 
namely : To maintain the equal right of all parishioners to the free use of the parish 
church; to restore to parishioners churches now closed or prirately appropriated; to 
promote the building and endo^^ment of free and unappropriated x>ftrish churches ; and 
to reviye the weekly offertory in substitution for pew-rents, and to promote the opening of 
churches every day in the week for prirate prayer. I will only tell you what the last 
report of the council says. It says that the council have the satis&ction of recording the 
gradual but unmistakable spread of the principle of the association not only in England 
but in America. A letter has been received from Philadelphia, and it tells us that in one 
diocese, the diocese of Maine, the Bishop says there is only one "pew " church in his diocese, 
and all the new churches to be built it is understood are to be free and open; and he 
thinks it is scarcely necessary to establish a branch of the association there. When 
there is only one '*pew" church in Engknd I think this association may well come to 
an end. Let me now,- in conclusion, say how glad I am to be present; I have oome from 
the north of Scotland nearly to Land's End on purpose to be present and take part in the 
proceedings of this great assembly. I also flatter myself that I shall see some "of your 
beautiful scenery now I am down here. I am glad we have met here to consider questions 
of principle, and not merely to discuss details. We hare met here an brethren not to 
discuss minute points, and I have passed these points over, not from any want of courage, 
however, for if this assembly had been a thousand times larger I should have said what 
I wished to say. I think we are met here on a larger and more important basis. Then, let 
me say that as we have met as brethren let us part as brethren, and let me say as Plymouth 
brethren, and that in the highest and noblest spirit, and the firmest and deepest meaning 
of the word. The keynote of what I have ventured to say to you is contained in the lines 
of one of the hymns we sing at these meetinga— 

"The Church's one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord ; 

Her charter of Salvation, 

One Lord, one faith, one birth." 



The Rev. Thomas Hugo. 

I HAVE been expecting with the address of every preceding speaker to hear my subject 
anticipated, and I cannot but express my surprise at the manner in which each has 
uniformly missed it. Surely the most obvious way of recovering the alienated masses 
is by out-door preaching. It was our Master's own mode of evangelisation— " Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. " We have to deal with men whom 
books would not reach— men who would not go into a church or a schoolroom, or into any 
building whatever, for religious purposes. These people would not come to the Church, 
and the Church must go to them. It was a common failing, not only with Englishmen, but 
with men aU over the world, that they liked talk, they liked to hear men speak to them, 
especially when the odious book was not held before them. My own experience in this 
matter is somewhat large. I have had the happiness of serving during my diaconate 
and several years of my priesthood among the masses in Lancashire. These masses 
were as heathen as those of whom St. Paul drew a picture, in immortal, though 
dreadful colours, in the first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. I know the 
mobs of London and Lancashire well, and I give you my word of honour as a Christian 
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priest that there is no difference hetween them and the people whom St. Fanl por- 
trayed. Thus, as a matter of course, we have to look at these masses as simply heathen. 
And how are we to get at them? My first experience in this matter was an interesting 
and beautiful one. Walking, after a toilsome evensong in the city, to my home in the 
suburbs, I saw, as I drew near the "Angel" at Islington, a man lecturing to a crowd of 
people. As I approached, I heard from the speaker the most horrible words a man 
could possibly utter — words with which I will pollute neither my own tongue nor your 
ears. When the performance had come to an end, I begged permission to say a few 
words to the people. I was not permitted at first to open my mouth ; and so I resorted 
to a little bit of claptrap. I told the meeting that •Englishmen at large were men 
of great excellence and fairness, and as they had been listening so patiently to the 
lecturer, I begged them, for the sake of conscience, goodness, and honesty, to hear 
a parson for a few minutes. This succeeded. It would be out of plaoe to tell 
you what I said to the people— you know that already. Happily I succeeded in 
producing such an effect on them that they asked me to come on the follow- 
ing Sunday and talk to them again. I did so, and went there every Sunday even- 
ing until the evenings became too dark, and I was unwillingly obliged to give up 
that which I had no doubt in the world produced excellent effect. I have at least had 
the unutterable happiness of knowing that two of that multitude conformed to the 
Church, and were among my most devoted followers. I may add that I knelt by the 
bedside of one of them as his soul passed into the other world in the faith of Christ. 
But the great thing I wish to speak about on this matter is, how is this work to be 
done ? First of all, the preacher must make himself heard. It is of no use talking 
as one talks across the dinner table. And here I presume that some men's 
consciences will suffer a passing qualm, inasmuch as they perceive that idieir own 
preaching is something to be compared to dinner-talk rather than open-air speaking 
to a mass of men. Of course, a good voice is the gift of Almighty Gk)d; and 
all men are not gifted in this particular alike. I would, therefore, reoommend 
every man who cannot speak to a multitude on every side of him to take his stand 
against some high wall, and, no doubt, he will make himself heard by the aid of such 
a sound-board. Then, it will not do to condescend to the people. A^ mob, in London 
at any rate, want no condescension from anybody. The London working man is 
quite as much "up" to many things as the majority of clergymen. I have many 
times met working men who could tell me much more than I knew before about 
politics. I venture to say that I could bring several working men into this assembly, 
and make them prove that they know much more of the Eastern Question than any- 
body present, or, indeed, than was known at alL But you should not allow yourselves 
to laugh at these men. They have not jumped to conclusions ; they have carefully 
investigated the subject ; they have got it either from the columns of the ha'penny 
or penny paper, or from the talk of other and learned people ; and, as I said, they bring 
so much sagacity and acumen to bear that unless those who argue with them are up to 
the mark they have no chance of success.^ Then you must be very careful to speak plainly. 
Theological language is not often to be used, or strict dogmatic terms, without explanation. 
You must know your own tongue if you would talk to the people — not suppose that 
English means anything, and that anything means English. You must know what 
you are going to talk about, and express it clearly, and, therefore, agreeably to the 
people. Let me recommend to you to be always conscious of the presence of the 
demon Tutivallus. That was a being whose name you will find in no classical 
author; but our mediaeval forefathers meant by him a demon who stood by the 
priest's side whether at the altar or in the pulpit, and maliciously took down all the 
words that were badly abbreviated or left out— all those little words which so many 
people think count nothing in the construction of a sentence, but which are after all 
the main joints and sinews of the whole. Beware of the fearful retribution which 
this horrible goblin will inevitably bring upon you if you offend. And now I hear the 
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wamiBg bell. How I hate that ^Hintinnahulum inexorabik," How little can I say 
with the canon of old, ** Qviam pulchre sonat/ Quam dulce resonatJ Quam mvrifice 
ddecUxt aures / " Still it has given me one good hint — a sermon must be short. '* Short 
and sharp " is the definition of a good sermon. Queen Anne, intending to compliment an 
eminent divine who had been preaching before her, said, " Oh, doctor, I wish you had 
had time to make your sermon longer ! " " Please your Majesty,*' was his reply, **if I 
had had time, I would have made it shorter." In conclusion, let me observe that 
the Author of the Divine Word has promised that it shall not return to TTin^ void. 
It will always produce fruit, even when unaccompanied by human elements of 
success; but I believe that the proclamation of that Word in the way I have been 
describing is sure to succeed better than any other plan for reclaiming the alienated 
masses. 



The Dean of Eipon. 



I WISH in a few words to make my remarks practical, and to direct the attention of the 
Congress to one part of the subject which has not been handled by former speakers. 
Very little has been said of those who have been alienated from the Church, and have 
joined the^ ranks" of Nonconformists. The question naturally arises, why they have 
become Nonconfcnmists? We may suppose the case of a farmer taking a walk round 
his field and finding some of his sheep gone astray. What will he do ? He will probably 
do three things, first, he will examine the fences and discover the gaps by which they 
have got out, and will at once give orders to have them stopped in order to prevent the 
sheep which remain from following their truant companions. Secondly, he will go after 
the stray sheep until he finds out where they are. And thirdly, he wiQ seriously reflect 
whether he may not have been somewhat negligent, in keeping the flock too long upon 
fallows and stubbles, until'they were almost driven to break through into a neighbour- 
ing green field or aftermath where they could get a good bite. This wiU suggest some 
practical thoughts with reference to our present position in the Church of England ; 
for we cannot conceal from ourselves the state of things which some of us are old enough 
to remember. I would illustrate it by an anecdote. Some years ago a clergyman of the 
old school, not very spiritual in his life or successful in his preaching, found kis church 
one Sunday afternoon unusually empty. The clerk informed him that the whole parish 
was assembled upon the village green, listenii^; to a Methodist preacher. This was an 
insult too great to be borne, and the clergyman arming himself with a sheet of paper 
and a pencil proceeded to the spot and began to take down the names of the wanderers. 
The preacher finding that his congregation was disturbed, turned to the clergyman and 
said, " Bev. sir, will you allow me to repeat to you a nursery rhyme — 

' Little Bo-peep has lost her sheep, 
And doesn't know where to find them ; 
Let them alone,' " &c. — 

I need hardly say that the clergyman put up his sheet of paper, and returned to his 
parsonage a wiser man. This no doubt has been the experience of many clergymen, and 
points at once to the flrst and obvious lesson to be learned from it. If we would keep 
our people from wandering, there must be life in our ministry. It is in vain for us to 
talk of Church authority, if we have not the power of Christ witnessing to our spiritual 
Hf e and ministry among the people. Time will not permit my enlarging upon this point. 
With regard to the Nonconformists, I believe that our differences are not so much 
doctrinal as sociaL With the Baptists and some of those who are called political 
dissenters, there are great differences, but as regards the bulk of the Nonconformists 
it will be found that taking the broad basis of Scripture and the Thirty-Nine Articles we 
shall be found to agree in the essentials of divine truth. Our greatest difficulty no doubt 
is, that the Church has a preference in position and dignity. We cannot avoid this, 
neither can we get over the social inequalities which exist and always will exist in- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



256 Alienated Classes — Discussion, 

dependent of this ; they may and must be met by character, education, intellectnal 
advancement and sterling piety. But there is one branch of the social question -which 
we do well to consider. We are charged sometimes with visiting the upper classes and 
the lower classes, but that our personal ministry is not among the middle classes. There 
is much truth in this, and if we complain of the want of co-operation on the part of the 
laity, the remedy will be found by seeking more social intercourse with the middle 
classes. Let them be employed as secretaries and treasurers of our parochial institutions, 
let them become Church officers and helps as we find them described in i Oor. xil Thesd 
agencies have the sanction of the Holy Ghost, and we may expect the divine blessing to 
rest upon all who are fellow-labourers with us and servants of the Church. I would 
say, let us open our houses for devotional reading of scripture, for soirees, at which 
missionary and other religious work, or subjects of moral and intellectual interest, may 
be introduced and talked over. Let us have social prayer meetings, and bring people 
together who will offer up prayer among themselves, without the intervention of the 
clergymen, and thus draw the members of the congregation together in a spiritual fellow- 
ship, and by so doing we shall get their confidence in proportion as we repose confidence 
in them. I believe it is with a parish as with a school ; the largest numbers will be 
found where there is the best master. As one who has ceased to be a parochial mimster, 
and who is now enjoying the office of a dean, which some are pleased to count <u 
a sinecure, I may be permitted to say that if a life of more than forty years in 
parochial work is sufficient training for a higher position, I have had some experience of 
this important subject. I went to a parish thirty-five years ago, and upon my first 
Sunday as I went to church, found three congregations of dissenters holding their service. 
When I left that parish, I am not aware that there was a single dissenter in the place. 
Nor do I think tbat cathedral life should be a hindrance to our position with regard to 
Nonconformists. There is as large a field for work in a cathedral as in a parish church. 
There is larger space for a congregation, there is a beautiful and well-ordered service, 
and there is no reason why as good a sermon should not be preached in it as in any 
church or chapel in the kingdom. We had last Sunday in Bipon Cathedral' as good a 
sermon as any one would desire to hear, and from what little experience I have had of 
the work, I feel sure that under the eye and sanction of our Bishops, cathedrals maybe 
made to be vast agencies of spiritual life in the Church. 



DISCUSSION. 
The Chairman. 



I SPEAK to the speakers only, but I do feel it to be my duty to read out the subject we 
are supposed to be discussiog. "The best means to be adopted for the recovery of 
classes alienated from the Church, inter dfia^ the formation of religious societies con- 
sisting of clergy and laity, for training and supplying prieachers and catechists.*' I have 
twenty-four cards sent in, and I do hope that no one will occupy the time of the Congress 
unless he intends to speak on the subject before us. 



The High Sheriff of Devon. 

I REJOICE, as a layman, to be present this day at this Congress, because I believe that 
much harmony and peace and union between parties will result from it. The presi- 
dent of this great meeting need have entertained no fears, for I feel sure that the result 
has been good. I congratulate the Mayor of Plymouth in having this noble hall conse- 
crated by such a gathering, and I congratulate the clergy present, for I never have 
heard more eloquent or earnest addresses. Now I will go to the question, for, as lay- 
men, we can see and hear much that the clergy may not be told, or are able to see. 
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Where the full gospel of Christ is preached faithfully, and in short addresses bj the 
■ «lergy» where there are Bible classes and prayer-meetings in cottages or schoolrooms, I 
believe there will be very few that will desert from their churches, and that Dissenters 
and Nonconformists will have very little to do with Churchmen in such a parish. But 
where we have only long treatises or moral essays, and expositions on incense, 
and music, and flowers, and decorations, &o. &c., I am quite sure that the people of 
England require something more spiritual to feed their souls with. I will give 
you a text which I am sure my clerical friends will agree with me in saying is a 
most important one. I mean the last words of our blessed Saviour to His disciples when 
they came down from the Upper Chamber : .*' When I am risen again I shall go before 
you into Galilee." When the Saviour had risen, the angel of the Lord said to the 
women at the sepulchre, " Go tell My disciples I go before, them into Galilee," It was 
a question of great excitement as to what was to be expected. Then they went and 
met their blessed Saviour on the mount. What were the important words our Lord 
then said? (the same which I heard from Canon Miller in his beautiful sermon, and 
which ought to be made use of in almost every sermon), ''Go teach all nations, and bap- 
tize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," (and He 
gave them the promise) " Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the'world." 



The Rev. J. F. Kitto, M.A., Rector^'of Whitechapel. 

What you have just said, Mr. Chairman, is sufficient to make me feel that I occupy 
a delicate and dangerous position. I ^m afraid that it would be extremely difficult at 
the close of the meeting, to attempt to recall the attention of the Congress to the sub- 
ject of the afternoon, which, I venture to say, has almost been lost sight of by so many 
previous speakers. But I hope I may urge the experience of ten years amongst the 
people of the East End of London, as a sufficient reason for my addressing youj and 
I want, in the first place, to make my protest against the very prevalent opinion, that 
the working classes are utterly alienated from religion or from the Church of England. 
I should be ungrateful, indeed, if I did not cheerfully acknowledge the very valuable 
help which has been willingly and constantly rendered to me by members of what are 
called the working classes. One reason for the common misapprehension is, that when 
a working man takes to attending church — as Mr. Spurgeon remarked the other day — he 
puts on a black coat, and then he is not very easily to be distinguished from the classes 
above him in the social scale. But^ of course, I know that there are many persons 
amongst the working classes who are alienated from the Church and who need to be 
reclaimed. There are some persona who seem to think that free and open churches 
would solve the difficulty. Now, I am not an advocate of free and open churches, 
though I believe that in many cases they may be desirable ot necessary. But I do say 
this, that you may build as many churches as you please, you may make them as large and 
handsome as you like, you may throw them open and make them absolutely free, but 
you would be unwise to expect that this alone would bring the working classes into 
them. Indeed, amongst these classes there is a strong feeling, which I know is not 
so prevalent amongst. the wealthier classes, that they like to go into their church, 
Icnowing where they are going to sit, and that they have a right to sit there. 

What we do want is, first of all, greater elasticity in our services. Our own ordinary 
service, beautiful as it is, is not adapted to the tastes and necessities of the alienated 
classes. You must remember that the working man's life is an active life ; he is not 
accustomed to sit still long together without he has a pipe in his mouth, and he soon 
hecomes restless and uneasy. You must, therefore, have short and hearty services, with 
earnest and vigorous addresses. This was one reason, at least, of the marvellous success 
of that religious movement which made so deep an impression upon England last year. 

Then, again, you must give every man some work to do in order to qtiicken his 
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interest and develop his Bpiritual faculties. A short and well-known story wiH 
illustrate my meaning. We are told that a Russian traveller journeying alone through 
the cold and inhospitable wastes of Siberia, found to his alarm that he was being 
gradually overcome by that fatal drowsiness which so frequently in such climates ends 
in the sleep of death. Suddenly his attention was aroused by the stumbling of his 
horse, and he discovered another traveller lying on the ground, apparently almost dead 
with cold. At once his active sympathy was aroused, and by his vigorous efltorts he 
succeeded in rousing the dying man. Nor was this all. For by the endeavour to re- 
store a brother's life, he had preserved his own. Translate this act into the language 
of Holy Scripture, and you have the precious promise, " He that watereth, shall be 
watered also himself." Apply that promise to the subject of this afternoon, and 
you have the claim of every soul to do some work for God, that he may secure the 
promised blessings. And if you will give men work to do, you will find that you have 
fixed him in bonds so tight that he will not easily fall away. Thus further, if you are 
to secure the working classes, you must show, them that you are not afraid of them. 
Go to them in a plain, honest, and straightforward way, without undue flattery ; don't 
be afraid to call a spade a spade, and in this way you will win their confidence to- 
yourself, and gain them for the Church. But, above all, we must be earnest and 
faithful to our cause. There must be no half -heartedness, no unreality in our own 
religious faith, or the working men will not be slow to detect the imposture. There- 
must be a dear setting forth of the personal love of a personal God, " One who loves- 
them, and has given Himself for them.' Let us preach Christ and Him crucified in 
all distinctness, and we shall tiot have long to deplore that the working classes are 
alienated from the Church. 



Earl' Nelson. 

It appears to me that one of the answers to the question put before us, '* How best to win 
back the classes alienated from the Church," is that all of us should recognise that there 
are really some alienated classes to win, and that it is our duty to bring them back. It is 
acknowledged by State law that all the people are under the ministrations of the clei^gy of 
the Church of England, and it is acknowledged by the Christian Church, by its claim to be 
the Church of all people, and unless we teach them all we are not doing onr duty as 
members of the National Church. There is another reason why we have failed to bring 
back the alienated^classes to the Church, and it is from being too much taken up with 
those classes who already belong to her. The Church recognises two offices for her clergy 
— ^the pastoral office, and the missionary office, and I think the clergy to a great extent are 
too much taken up with their pastoral duties towards those they have already won, so that 
they forget and neglect t^e missionary.office towards those that are without. We have 
thought that the old-fashioned morning and afternoon services ought to satisfy everybody, 
because they have satisfied so-called respectable people. We have now legally the power 
to shorten the service, which enables us to have more services, and of different forms to 
suit all, and they should be utilised. I will not make this a free and open Church discussion 
meeting, but I do say this, that those who have not thought it right to have their churches 
free and open, ought to take very good care that at least at some services their churches 
are free and open every Sunday. It comes to this— if we are to get at the alienated classes^ 
we must have different services suitable to their tastes, and at times suitable to their con- 
venience. This work, of course, calls for more clergy or more preachers, or else it is impos- 
sible to have these extra services. There is one way by which laymen can help in this 
matter. My own clergyman has three or four services a-day— it is but a small parish— 
and he can do it because a layman always reads the lessons. At a recent meeting of the 
Salisbury Diocesan Synod, a committee of clergy and laity was appointed to draw up 
suggestions, some system of organisation of clergy and laity as evangelists from all cLisses 
of our people. The report of that committee is not yet published, but one suggestion 
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made was that opportanit j ihould be giyen for affiliating laymen for insiiniotion. At one 
diocesan theological college, such an order shdnld be prepared to help in missions in the 
oonntry and town parishes by ont-door teaching. Many of those who are alienated &om 
the Chnrdi will at first listen to a layman who will not go to the clergy. I remember a 
story of something that happened at Leeds. There was a mission going on with great 
Buocess, conducted by the Cowley Fathers. The present Bishop of Ely, in conyersation with 
one of his working-men communicants, found out how really it had affected the working- 
classes, and asked, " Why do you all come to the mission, and yet not come into the 
church ? " The man replied, that they considered the clergy as pud officers of the State 
to watch the working-classes, and when the vicar pointed out how miserably paid the 
clergy are, and' that many were at Leeds worthing for nothing, the man said it was all the 
samei, they were looked upon by the people as officers of the State. To win the masses 
we want missions, and I therefore urge you to continue mission serrices, with lay and 
clerical helpers, and have free and open (diurches and seiriees in form, and at times, suit- 
able to those you hope to win, and then you will win back the alienated classes. 



Mr. Charles Powell. 

I PRBST7UB that by the term " classes alienated from the Church," we are intended to under- 
stand it to mean the mechanics a^d labourers of this country who are generally termed 
the working classes or the poor. Why the distinctive term "working men" should be 
affixed to those moving in a lower sphere in society, I know not. For my part I believe 
any one who works, either with his head or l)is hands, is a working man ; and if this be 
admitted, what an immense body it is that composes the working classes. For I suppose 
that no one will deny the just claims of our English clergy to take their rank among the 
most hard- worked men of our day. But by the expression " working men," it seems to 
argue that it is only the mechanic and labourer who work hard and do their work well. I 
am happy to say that the former inference is not true : there are many others who work hard 
and well. 

Well, granted that we understand who'are meant by the working classes, and that these 
have been alienated, the next question is. How have they become alienated ] We must 
clearly understand this before we begin to take steps to recover them. Just as a doctor 
feels our pulse and inquires into our condition, before he prescribes the physic that is to 
restore us to health again. \ 

There seems a special fitness in one who has belonged to the alienated classes informing 
this Congress how they have become alienated from the Church, and what a large number 
of the recovered ones are doing for the recovery of the rest. 

The chief thing which has tended to keep the poor man froih the Church, is that dbomin, 
able pew system— & system that has done more to retard the recovery of the alienated than 
all the years of neglect in pastoral care put together. The pew system has said to the poor 
man. This place is not for you, but for your richer brethren who can afford to pay. Is it to 
be wondered at that, generation after generation, they have taken the system at its word, 
and stayed away ? 

The first step to recover the alienated classes was, when good Churchmen began to build 
free and open churches, where seats were free to rich and poor alike, and to sweep away tbe 
pews in churches already built. The next step was, when the clergy began to make the ser- 
vices of the churches more attractive, by surrounding them with suc^ things as are pleasing 
to the eye and ear. It is an (dd saying, that doubtless many have often heard repeated, that 
the nearest road to an Englishman's heart is through his stomach. This may be true in a 
seruey bat in matt^n of religion his heart is more easily touched through the ii^edium of the 
eye and ear. My* own pecsonal experiences supply the illustration ; hence it is that> according 
to my own experience, it is of the highest importance that, if the alienated classes are to be 
reoerered, the encouragement of beautiful services and the attractive surroundings of 
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▼OTship should be introdaced into those churches trhich do not ha^ them, and maintained 
in those which hare them already. 

I was, by God's providence, some years ago directed to a church which had these 
beautiful services. I was then a member of the alienated classes, but was speedily 
"recovered" by the aid of these cheerful and beautiful services that I have named. Therefore, 
you will confess that I at least have good grounds for speaking of such services as a very 
powerful means of recovering the alienated classes. I ask your pardon, sir, forrspeaking of 
myself; I do so only because my case is, to my personal knowledge, that of thousands of 
working men like myself. 

I might mention various other means, by which alienated classes may be recovered, but 
the speakers who have preceded me have considered some, and those who will follow me will 
mention others, and they are much better able to do this than myself; so I will confine 
myself to one point. 

Only about a year ago, some of us Church waking men in London thought we might do 
something in support of those prihcipleB of the Church of England which we had learned 
to value ; and agreed to present a memorial to Convocation, asking that body to tal:e action 
upon a question which at that time we were deeply interested in. In a very few months 
we managed to get no less than 14,000 genuine working men's signatures to our memorial. 
This great fact convinced myself and colleagues that the working classes of this country 
are not really so much ali^iated from the Church of England as some suppose them to be ; 
but have simply been discouraged and neglected. What they need is encouragement and 
attention. Do not, sir, for one single moment imagine that in thus expressing myself I am 
finding fault with the clergy and their helpers in pastoral work. The fact is palpable, and 
cannot be denied,, that l^e working classes are difficult for the clergy to reach, owing to 
their prejudices ; therefore, I am assured that if the body of working men in our towns 
are to be recovered for the Church, we ourselves must be the chief means of first 
breaking ground amongst them. In other words, that we who have learned to value 
Church doctrines and privileges, should each one in their several workshops try to act as a 
missionary, and by quiet conversation and by influence endeavour to drive away the mis- 
conceptions which now exist in the minds of our less informed brethren, and thus pave the 
way for the clergy. I do not believe in mere pietism apart from a solid basis of doctrine, 
and, therefore, feel that we working men must begin by trying to teach the alienated classes 
the doctrine of the Church of England which we have been taught ourselves, and the tme 
principles of the Catholic fiedth which we, who have the knowledge of, love far better than 
anything else. This is what we have set ourselves to do, and are now doing. 

I feel sure that you, sir, and all present, will rejoice to hear that we have been snccessfiil 
beyond our highest expectations. We have formed a Church of England Working Men's 
Society for our purpose, which has up to this time nearly 100 local branches and agencies 
throughout the country in active work ; and I venture to think that as we began in honest 
purpose, so God will be pleased to bless our efforts ; and, perhaps, after all, those who 
have been so long classed as alienated, will be privileged, under God, to assist in recovering 
not a few of those now outside her pale and influence. May God grant that this may 
speedily take place. 

I cannot conclude, my lord, ladies and gentlemen, without sincerely thanking yon for 
listening to a few words from one in a lower social position than yourselves. 



Mr. E. p. Peterson, F.S.A., Architect, Bradford. 

It seems to me that a valuable means of winning back the alienated classes would be to 
.isend out members of those classes themselves in order to influence their fellows. This plan 
s, in principle, adopted by both Dissenters and Roman Catholics, and is a great power 
4tmong them ; and I have often been struck by the influence that one working man has 
when endeavouring to teach others^of his own class. 
I would ve&ture to suggest the great use of an organisation of working men misno&iriei ; 
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and I am the more encouraged to make this suggestion because we Bare at present in tlie 
Church of England such a society already to hand, which consists, as Mr. Powell has told 
us, of 14,000 members, ax^ whose numbers could immediately be doubled if some such 
scheme were to be adopted, I allude, of course, to '* The Church of England Working 
Men's Society." We haye a branch of this society in Bradford, wiih the members of which 
I am intimately acquainted, and I should like to tell you what sort of men they are. If 
y9u go to an early celebration, you will find them kneeling at their devotions ; if you want 
sponsors for a baptism, they are close at hand ; if you ask, are there any cottage lectures being 
carried on here 1 Tes, here my friends are at work, and they have not begun all this yester- 
day or last week, bat for years past they have been the backbone of the Church workers 
of the district ; and the last thing I have heard of some of them is, that they have joined a 
society which has for its object, among other things, to say a prayer erery day at twelre 
o'clock at noon for the Church. These are the men that are clamouring in their thousands 
at the gates of the episcopal palaces of -England^ asking for fatherly direction, sympathy, 
and assistance ! And what I would ask this day is. Is there no power in the Church of 
England that can take these men by the hand, and mould them into a mighty, religious, 
missionary order, that they may go forth among their brethren and bring them into the 
fold of holy Church] 

If I may be permitted, I will presume to ruse a voice of warning, that if these men be 
not taken by the hand, they may become a source of positire danger. If John Wesley and 
his earlier followers had been differently treated in their time, one would hare had a dif- 
ferent tale to tell in speaking of the Church of England to-day. 

And now, with regard to the question of free and open churches. When the subject is 
mentioned at Church Congresses and other meetings, it is always greeted with great 
applause, and it is much patronised by a certain class of people. But yet, practically, a 
▼ery little has been done to get the system adopted in our churches throughout the country,, 
and in many churches where it is professed, it is not really carried out. 

The Bishop of Peterborough, speaking of the pew system, calls it " that most ingenious 
and successful of devices for keeping worshippers out of the church and quenching all 
spiiiiof devotion within it ; " the Archbishop of York alludes to it as " a false note struck 
in the harmony of the Christian system ;" and the Bishop of Bipon describes it as ^'a 
system of monopoly, selfishness, and pride/' and he told the working men at the Leeds 
Congress that " it was one of t)ie greatest frauds ever practised upon, them." And now, I 
say, can we who sympathise with such statements as these consistently sit still one moment 
longer, until we have used every effort to make this the foremost, most prominent, burning 
question of the day, in connection with the Church of England 1 My opinion is, that the 
work, as yet, has been of far too scattered a character, and that the meetings which have 
been hitherto held, have been too much (if I may be permitted the remark) of a hole-and- 
corner nature; and what I would suggest is, that we immediately join in getting up a 
great national demonstration in a big Yorkshire town. And if Lord Nelson and the other 
leaders of the movement will come down to Bradford and make us a really powerful plat- 
.form, we will take St. George's Hall, we (the Bradford Free and Open Church Society) 
will pay the expenses of the meeting, and we will work hard to get together a large and 
enthusiastic audience of four thousand earnest Yorkshire Churchmen. 
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THURSDAY EVENING, 5<A OCTOBER. 



The Eight Hon. thb Earl of Devon took the Chair at Half- 
past Seven o'clock. 



PERIODICAL LITERATURE AND THE DAILY PRESS. 
PAPERS. 

The Rev. Godfrey Thring, B. A., Prebendary of Wells, Rector 
of Alford with Hornblotton, Somerset. 

It is " never too late to mend." Well may I begin a paper on the. subject 
of "Periodical Literature and the Daily Press" in their relation to the Church 
"of England, with such a motto as this ; for those in authority, whether our 
Church societies or Church leaders, never seem to have awakened to the 
great fact that for good or evil, more especially amongst the masses, the 
press is the educator of the day. 

I am not going to enter now into any review or history of the state of 
that press. Being a practical man, I mean to take a practical view of the 
question, ancL address myself to that point alone, which is, I think, above 
fldl others, of paramount importance, viz., a " Church newspaper for the 
million." Long have I felt the crying want of such an organ ; and about 
two years ago I broached the subject in a letter to the " National Church," 
which was followed by a very interesting private correspondence, as well 
as that which subsequently appeared in the same paper, and in " Church 
Bells ; " and from this I found that a true note had been struck, and that 
many others had had the same idea running in their heads, and only wanted 
an outlet for the expression of it. But here came the pinch, for although 
I discovered that, unknown to myself, there were others who had felt the 
great want of some paper or periodical to counteract the falsehoods con- 
cerning the Church, which were being spread systematically throughout 
the kingdom, yet their ideas of the mode in which it should be conducted, 
with some very noteworthy exceptions, were, in the most important points 
of all, entirely different from mine. I am, therefore, very thankful that 
the Church Congress has taken the matter up, and has given me, most 
unexpectedly, an opportunity of placing this scheme before a larger audi- 
ence. There is, indeed, only one other subject which could, I think, have 
possibly drawn me, country parson that I am, out of the shell in which I have 
been so long living. 

There is nothing to my mind more surprising than that this mode of 
meeting the great want of our Church at the present time, should not long 
ago have been adopted ; but, strange to say, not only have I found a diffi- 
culty in impressing the few men in some position of authority, to whom I 
have had an opportunity of mentioning it, with its importance ; but even 
one of our leading Church journals, whose columns were filled with dis- 
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«assing a single theological point in every conceivable manner for months 
together, could not give up even half a column to its consideration ] and 
yet it is thi want of the day; we are in danger of losing some of the masses, 
And fail altogether in readiing thousands of others, simply because we' do 
not make use of^the weapon of our times. Now, every one reads a news- 
paper, even if they read nothing else ; in my own part of the country there 
is hardly a cottager who does not take his weekly journal — of dissenting 
And radical proclivities of course — in this instance a respectable one of its 
class ; not at all because it holds particular political and religious views, 
but simply because it is regularly brought to his door for a penny a week, 
contains the news that he wants, and all the advertisements of the country 
round. And this, and in very many cases infinitely worse than this, is tak- 
ing place all over the country ; and yet, whilst the Liberation Society, and 
the Agricultural Labourers' Union, and the Secularists are distributing their 
publications by the million, our own Church leaders and societies, thinking, 
I suppose, that such a thing as a newspaper was either beyond their province 
or beneath their notice, have sat by and seen the ground that they should 
long since have occupied quietly overrun by the enemy ; and when I speak 
of " enemy " I think I had better at once say^that I do not mean the Non- 
confonmsts as a body, but only those who, whatever be their views, are 
endeavouring, either from political and selfish motives, or from their hold- 
ing sceptical opinions, to destroy the Church as the great teacher and pre- 
server of the faith of Christ in this kingdom. Bat better times, I trust, 
Are coming, and the very fact that the subject has been brought forward 
l)y the managers of this great Congress, is a signal proof that people are 
Awakening to the necessity of doing something in this direction. But be- 
fore giving the details of the scheme, I may just mention that my aim in 
proposing it is not only that — by degrees I should hope — that such a paper 
AS I suggest may obtain a circulation in those quarters where only bad and 
meretricious papers and periodicals now circulate, but that I want, in the < 
first place, a good, honest, weekly newsjpaper, of a high tone and character, 
adapted to the wants, more especially of the lower middle classes, as well 
as the poor, of artisans as well as labourers, in both town and country, 
which shall be bought by them for its intrinsic merits, the quantity of 
news it contains, and the interesting and entertaining manner in which it 
as conducted. 

And to show how this object may be effected, I will mention, seriatim, 
;the main characteristics which should be kept in view, in order that they 
imay not be overlooked in a cloud of words ; and I earnestly hope that, at 
Any rate, they may be well weighed by those who have the power of put- 
ting such a scheme to the test, before they think of embarking in it, as I 
am- perfectly certain that the success of it will entirely depend upon some 
of the most important points, at any rate, being rigidly adhered to. 

First, then, it must be a weekly penny paper, and not a daily. With 
the class I wish to reach, one meal of such food as I would give them is 
^uite sufficient ; indeed, except in large towns, where there are working 
men's clubs, the weekly paper is the only one that is read by thousands, 
and even there, I fancy, it is the one that is most thumbed. 

2. It must be a bond fide newspaper, with the best and latest news, 
giving news of every sort, home and foreign ; it must not be content with 
picking out little bits here and there, but must give aU the news that the 
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best London weekly papers give, without stint ; at the same lime it should 
give on the first page a good summary of the news of the week. • 

3. Lest I may be misunderstood, and it be thought that police reports^ 
trials, coroners' inquests, murders, and such like, should not come under 
the term " news " in such a paper as this, and should, therefore, be excluded 
as demoralising ; I unhesitatingly answer, No. If the paper is to be read 
by those whom we wish to read it, and to pay, and it is needless to say 
that without being read it cannot pay, -and unless it pays, it must die ; aU 
these things must, as in the papers we read ourselves, be included ; but 
there are two ways of doing it ; one, in a sensational manner, as an incen- 
tive to crime ; the other as a repellant, and as mere ordinary news. 

4. Besides the above general news to be found in all newspapers, there 
must be a considerable part of the paper devoted to everything that may 
interest the farmer and the labourer, the tradesman and the mechanic, in their 
several callings; farming and gardening; manufactures and inventions; 
cricket, boating, and athletics ; horses, dogs, cattle, poultry, rabbits, pigeon?, 
and their treatment ; lessons in natural history and taking anecdotes relating 
to animals. To these must be added housekeeping, remarks on health, sick- 
ness, and accidents, with plain directions to be observed in each ; cooking 
with receipts of the simplest description ; interesting and short extract* 
from well-known authors, secular and religious ; an . entertaining tale 
perhaps as occasion offers; a comer for poetry (not original) and for 
jottings from Punch, Judy, or other comic and amusing sources ; — stuffed 
in fact with all news and with everything that may tend to make the 
paper entertaining as well as useful. 

5. As occasion offers, there should be chapters on the history of the 
Church of England, showing how much of our political freedom and 
learning, as well as the high place we have taken among the nations of 
the world, is due to her influence. Also biographies and anecdotes of 
eminent Churchmen written in an entertaining ndanner, and of men who 
have risen from the ranks by their own energy, perseverance, or genius. 

6. In politics it must be independent, giving its support to all measures 
for the good of our Church and country, from whatever side they may 
emanate ; for the Church is the Church of England, not of a party. So 
also as to its religious views, it should utter no shibboleths on either side, 
but should be marked by a good, honest, straightforward Church of 
England tone, as declared in her Prayer-book and Articles; — for the 
Church is the Church of a nation not of a sect, 

7. In its leading articles, it should not be constantly harping on Church 
matters ; for if it does, it will never even touch the fringe of that great 
multitude whom I hope in the end to reach ; all that is wanted is that 
there should be a Church tone about it, instead of an anti-Church one, as 
is the case now with nearly all the newspapers that circulate among these 
classes ; its articles should, therefore, be on the political and social questions 
of the day, more especially as they affect the working man; political 
economy and trade; Church news and Church articles being gathered 
chiefly from other papers, conservative and liberal, so that all appearance 
of cramming " Church " down people's throats may be avoided : and above 
all things, they must be kept clear of a " goody " style, and the everlasting 
pointing a moral. Correspondence should also be encouraged, and a 
column devoted to extracts from articles of the London press. 
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. 8. And this is one of the most important points of all ; if, as is my 
great object, it is to make its way in the country, it should be in union 
with editors in all the counties of England, who shall have their own 
sheets of local^news, markets, fairs, and advertisements, ready to be added ; 
that it may be sent out by post on the Fridays, and hawked round to the 
farm houses and cottages on the Saturdays : for no paper that has not the 
local news of the diflferent country towns and villages of the neighbourhood, 
will be bought by the people, and not even then, unless brought to their 
doors. 

9. It should be a great medium for advertising, from which, of course, 
its main income will be derived, and for which it will have exceptional 
advantages, as there will not only be the advertisements on its main 
sheets printed in London, which will be circulated through every county 
in England, but those of each particular locality, printed by the editors 
of the country editions in their several counties. 

TO. As to the name ? What's in a name ? Everything ! N*o name must 
be given which, as is often the case now, shall act as a bar to those for 
whose benefit it is intended buying it. The *' News of the Week," will, 
I think, be as good a name as any, as simply expressing what is wanted, 
and giving no appearance of " goodyism " or clerical influence. In size 
and ^ape it should be large foolscap, with a portrait of some man of mark 
on the first page. 

1 1. The editor must be a layman, chosen for his sound Church principles, 
large sympathies, and knowledge of the world, with a good staff of young 
men, and not subject to a clerical committee ; for we clergy as a body, 
though wide in our sympathies, are, though not more so than other pro- 
fessions, perhaps, somewhat narrow in our views. 

Lastly, It must, in fact, be conducted on the principles of common-sense. 

Now, this, perhaps, may seem to some persons a large scheme, and they 
may ask where is the money to come from to starfr it ? I answer. Is the 
Church of England so small a body that it cannot afford to raise the 
money to do, what, in a small way, half the little sects, and almost every 
trade, are doing already in their own particular interests 1 Can the Libera- 
tion Society without difficulty raise ;^ 100,000 to destroy the Church, whilst 
the members of that Church cannot subscribe a quarter of that sum to de- 
fend it, and let its true principles be known amongst the toiling millions of 
this great nation ? I do not wish to stuff the Church down people's throats ; 
I only want the truth to be known, and then we have nothing to fear ; 
for the ignorance regarding her history and the influence she has exercised 
in forming the liberties of which all Englishmen are proud, even amongst 
her own members, is only surpassed by that of the stump orators and 
political writers who make her the object of their attack, the horizon of 
whose knowledge is bounded by a period of about a hundred years, begin- 
ning in the middle of the last century and ending in the middle of this ; 
whilst multitudes of otherwise well-educated men have no higher idea of 
her origin, than that which dates from the time of the Keformation. 
Some, I know, think that all this will right itself, though I am at a loss 
to imagine how, unless steps are taken for the purpose ; others, that it is 
a subject more fitted for the pulpit, the platform, and the school ; all I 
can say is, that good as these different means are, if properly used up to 
a certain point, they do not go further; it is the daily food that supports a 
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man, and a good newspaper finds its way into the publio-honse and all 
«ort8 of nooks and corners which no lectures and no tracts, even if these 
answered the purpose that some think they do, will ever reach ; and if 
only a tithe of the mon^y now spent in weak, but well-meaning, publica- 
tions were to be spent on a real and ably-conducted newspaper with a good 
Church of England tone about it, more would be done towards maintain- 
ing and increasing her influence and raising the people of England to a 
higher level, than by all the tracts that were ever given away put together. 
But I repeat once more, it must be & newspaper. Human nature is human 
nature, and men are not children, and it is folly to treat them as such; 
And this is the way in which those who have had the management in these 
things have hitherto treated them : instead of really studying the wants, 
tastes, and requirements of the working men, they have only considered 
what from their ovm point of view they think will be for their good; 
hence, the number of little tracts which proceed from our Church societies 
and good but shortsighted persons who, separating religion from real life, 
would treat all sinners as saints, and saints as sinners ; and which maybe 
given away indeed but are seldom read, and never bought by the people 
for whom they are intended ; so that the millions, and Church people 
Amongst them, go elsewhere to get what is suited to their wants, which is 
plentifully supplied by other hands, some, indeed, morally respectable, but 
still anti- Church, some marked by a general low tone, and others uUerly 
vile. " Why do you take in such a paper as that ? " I said to a very 
respectable man and a good Churchman, naming a weekly London paper 
of the second class. '' Because it contains so much news^^* was the imme- 
diate answer ; I need hardly add, under present circumstances, I had no 
reply. Equally applicable to the other point, of the necessity of having 
a newspaper to counteract the machinations of the Liberation Society and 
other enemies of the Church, was a remark made to me by a farmer^s wife, 
who, quite in a state of alarm, said to me — " Why, they say that they are 
going to do away with the Church ; can it be true, do you think, sir \ " and 
upon my laughing and trying to re-assure her, she said, '^ Why, scarce a 
week passes that there is not something about it in the paper." The paper 
was to her the only source of information from the outer world, as it is 
with millions of others, and that paper, I need hardly say, was of tbe 
usual type. Now, suoh instances as these are worth a hundred argu- 
ments, and though both happened in my own little parish, they are but 
typical of what is happening more or less (to say nothing of the immoral 
garbage which inundates the towns) in every parish in England : and yet 
the Church authorities and well-meaning people are continually pouring 
forth from the press heaps of mofal tales (very good indeed, many of 
them, for good people) which seldom reach those for whom they are 
intended, and leave to private energy to do what in another way men like 
Mr. Erskine Clarke have already done, because they did not do it^ find 
wholesome food for the millions, suited to their real wants. 

I should, had time permitted, have wished to have entered a little more 
f uUy into the way in which such a paper should and should not be carried 
on, and the reasons why those of the class to which we all object obtain 
their large circulation, giving at the same time illustrations, by which I 
could hav^ made my subject much more entertaining ; but I have preferred 
to enter into detail, and give a somewhat prosaic but predse sketch of 
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the scheme which I have at heart, as I am convinced that upon the 
carrying oat of the main features of this scheme depends the success or 
failure of the undertaking. 

I know that there are many who think such a scheme involves great 
risk, but " nothing venture nothing have/' and in my opinion the risk is 
exceedingly small, the only thing wanted is a little common-sense to 
direct, and sufficient capital to keep the paper afloat till it obtains a large 
enough circulation to make it self-supporting, and, if properly managed, 
it will not take long to do this ; for there is a great gap yet unfilled, and 
it only remains for those who have the power to act,, as well as the know- 
ledge to understand, how it ought to be filled, to step in and fill it. Thought, 
in this busy and restless age, is very busy likewise, even amongst the un- 
educated, and we cannot stifle it, neither ought we if we could, but we 
can guide it, and it is one of the great duties of the Church to do so ; 
and remember that it is no mere clerical question, but one that pre- 
eminently belongs to the Lay-Churchmen of England, who, I believe, as 
a general rule have no conception of what is taking place amongst the 
classes below them ; the gulf is so wide between them, that theif under- 
stand as little of their thoughts and aspirations, as the artisans and those 
that are called working men in turn do of theirs ; if they would but 
read a few of the publications that circulate amongst them, they would, 
I think, open their eyes at the fearful doctrine^ which are being spread 
amongst, ay, and believed in by many of them. I am not speaking now 
of mere anti- Church views, but of doctrines subversive of all religion of 
every^hind^ of mere animal pleasure and utter selfishness as regards this 
life, of utter unbelief as regards that which is to come. Doubtless, the 
influence of these papers amongst the working men at present may be 
^xAggei'^ted, I should be glad to think that it is, but this does not alter 
the fact that they exist, and that their supporters are straining every 
nerve to increase it ; and the writers in them' are, mind you, not the 
riflf-raff writing for the riff'-rafl', but clever men who appear miracles of 
learning to their less informed readers, with that half knowledge * which 
is the most dangerous, and which, as that kind of knowledge unaccom- 
panied by religion always is, puffed up with the most inconceivable con- 
ceit, with the idea that the world lies at their feet, and that it is made 
for themselves alone : shrewd hard-headed men, whose teaching must be 
counteracted by articles of originality and power, yet without bitterness, 
and not by broad and well-meaning platitudes. It is, then, I say, pre- 
eminently a question for the laity as well as the clergy, and I hope that 
before long they will see their way towards supplying such an antidote 
as I have suggested, to the immoral, infidel, and secukrist publications 
which are endeavouring to undermine not only the Church, but the faith 
of our country j for we must remember that the Church is the guardian 
4>f that faith, and if the one faUs, it will be no long time before the 
other falls too ; property will go next, and all that has made England 

* Only a short time sinoe, I read a most virulent attack on Christianity in one of 
these papers on the passage ** Take no thought," &c. (Matt vi. 25) ; the writer of 
which was equally ignorant of the original Greek, as he was of the changes that 
had taken place in our own language since the Bible was translated ; so that his 
Argument being founded on false premisses, was, of course, false from beginning to 
end, but would be» nevertheless, very mischievous if read by persons as ignorant or 
more bo than himself. 
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great, glorious, and free. / have, however, no fear, if Chnrchmen will bnt 
move j only let there be no false starts ; every effort of the kmd made 
on wrong principles, besides the delay and disappointment, only makes 
it more difficult to supply what is really wanting : the Church is, indeed, 
in many respects stronger than she ever has been, and this is what 
makes her enemies so bitter, but she is in danger of being weakened 
amongst a large class, simply from want of knowledge \ their only means 
of information being taken from the false representations of her enemies ; 
it is to give them this knowledge, and to raise them in the scale as 
Christian men and women, that a newspaper of high tone and sound 
Church principles is so much needed ; the people of the present day are 
much given to all sorts of associations, societies, and brotherhoods, but 
many are apt to forget that they are members of the most glorious brother- 
hood that the world has ever seen, or shall see — ^the Catholic Church of 
Christ — and that pure and apostolic branch of it, our own time-hallowed, 
and liberty-loving Church of England. 



The Eev. Charles Bullock, B.D., formerly Rector of 
Stx Nicholas', Worcester. 

That the Printing Press is a mighty power none will question. Standing 
on Plymouth ground, one's mind reverts to the deaf pauper lad, Jolm 
Kitto, who spoke, and spoke so well, to the listening world on the printed 
page, and gained a name which England will not let die. The Printing 
Press has more than realised Luther's dream' of the hand that holds a 
thousand pens. It has been the barometer of national progress, I do 
not say the world is governed hy the press, but I do say politically it is 
governed throtigh the press. To what do we owe the political enlighten- 
ment which is more and more pervading the minds of the people ? Is it 
not to the weekly and daily press giving expression to the best thoughts 
of the best men of both parties on those important questions which other- 
wise would have to be discussed, if discussed at all, in the most superficial 
and prejudiced manner ? No doubt the press is liable to be abused politi- 
cally, as everything else is liable to be abused ; but the power it exerts in 
that case only adds to the importance of our taking good heed that its 
political influence is rightly directed. 

But the political power of the press is only an index of other power— 
social, moral, and religious. As a general remark, based upon opportuni- 
ties of observation somewhat extended, I venture to express- my opinion, 
that very great credit is due to the conductors and e(fitors, both of the 
London and provincial newspapers, for the high tone which, taking them 
as a whole, eminently characterises them. I do not think we could well 
over-estimate the educational debt of the country to the newspaper, and 
particularly the penny newspaper, in creating and fostering the taste and 
habit of reading. The newspaper has anticipated the School Board, and 
I believe, rightly used, it will in the future supplement and perfect the 
education of the school. There are, of course, exceptional and objection- 
able newspapers ; but, thank God ! they are few in number. 

Of the press generally we have no need to say what has been said, and 
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justly said, by high literary authority (the "Art Journal"), of our popular 
novels, read so widely by the middle and upper classes of society : " They 
aim to make vice look lespectable, attractive, glittering, and enviable." 
This certainly does not apply to our newspaper press. The rule here, at 
any rate, is to condemn vice and applaud virtue. 

Now it is, and has long been, my conviction that the newspaper press 
presents an open door for extended, almost unlimited, usefulness and in- 
^uence, which the Church of England is called to enter at the present day. 
There is a foundation laid, and we may build upon it. We may utilise 
the labours of others ; and in this way we hiay hope, by God's blessing, to 
avert what Lord Shaftesbury termed in strong words, but not one whit 
too strong, " the greatest danger that threatens us," namely, " the abundant, 
attractive, idolatrous, poisonous literature of a sensational character which 
is spreading over the whole surface of society." 

For, alas I what is not found to any appreciable extent in our newspapers 
-18 found in other and myriad publications which are sown broadcast over 
the land. I might occupy hours in filling up a .terrible indictment I 
•could not exaggerate the evU. I believe with Mr. T. B. Smithies, the 
well-known editor of the " British Workman," and a member of the London 
'School Board, that these pernicious serials to which I refer " are doing 
more harm than all our schools are doing good." In the words of a writer 
in the " Contemporary : " " All the g&rbage that belongs to the history of 
crime and misery is raked together to diffuse a moral miasma through the 
land, in the shape of the mast vulgar and brutal Jiction" The Bishop of 
Peterborough the other day said, " He had seen some of these publications, 
cleverly written, and largely circulated among the working classes of this 
country, which for foulness of denunciation, virulence of abuse, and ran- 
<>our of hate against not merely the doctrines of Christianity but the very 
Person of its blessed Founder, were unparalleled in literature, and were 
not to be exceeded by the most horrible utterances of the last century, 
even amid the horrors of the French Revolution." We check the sale of 
poisonous drugs, but, alas ! free licence is given to the sale of this deadly*- 
poisonous, soul-destroying literature. 

But I will not add testimony to testimony. I say thus much in order 
that I may press home the question, .Can we wonder that this flood of 
«vil reading has been doing its evil work in the past ? Can we wonder 
that working men as a class have become alienated from our churches ? 
I wonder not. Those whom the Christian Church has not reached others 
have reached. A mass of exciting, sceptical, impure, ay, and fearfully 
'blasphemous literature, in a cheap and pictorial form, has been widely cir- 
culated ; and misrepresentation has raised the strongest prejudices in too 
many minds against the religion of love, whose mission is " peace on earth, 
goodwill to ^ men." Other causes may have contributed to the result. 
Neglect in some parishes ; mistakes in others ; the abuse or the exclusive- 
ness of the pew system, ignoring the right of every parishioner to a seat 
in his parish church ; the absence of loving warmth in the ministry ; and 
— I use the word in no party sense, but in the Catholic New Testament 
sense — ^the partial exhibition in our pulpits of Evangelical truth, pointing 
the guilty sinner^to the Sinless and Atoning Saviour and the Convincing, 
Converting; and Sanctifying Spirit; these causes doubtless have done their 
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part ; but the great ally of working-class indifiference has been pernicious 
reading. 

Now the question is, What can be done to meet or to remedy this state 
of things ) Preaching sermons will not suffice. We want the people to 
hear the sermons. I suppose 40,000 sermons are preached every Sunday 
' in Church of England palpits, and probably as many more in other pulpits; 
bat, nevertheless, there are tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands — ^may 
I not say several millions ? — of the population who never hear a sermon 
at all from one year's end to the other. How then are we to reach the 
people? 

WeU, I do not think prirUinff a supply of sermons would be a remedy. 
I fear those who do not come to hear sermons in church would not be 
inclined to read them in their homes. 

What we want to do is, not to preach or print sermons, but to present 
religion to the people as the true '^ philosopher's stone," which diange» 
everything into gold ; to make it clear that religion's true mission is to 
diffuse everywhere a spirit of love, and joy, and peace, and longsuffering, 
and gentleness, and temperance, and right-doing. Before any other teach- 
ing can have influence or weight this must have precedenee. We muAt 
remove existing prejudices; we must clear up existing misconceptions. 
And in order to do this, I hold that the printing press, and especially our 
newspaper and periodical press, ought to be widely, and universally employed 
as the Church's lever. 

A few practical remarks will fitly occupy the rest of my paper, taking 
the question before us to be this : What can be done to utilise the press 
for the highest social^ mdral, and religious ends ? 

It has been suggested that an independent daily Church of Ez^land 
newspaper should be started. I think we ought not to ignore existing 
agencies which have been doing their work long and well. Nevertheless, 
if such a daily paper can be started, and its success secured, no doubt there 
is ample room for it. But there are difficulties, serious if not insuperable 
difficulties, which must not be overlooked. 

In the first place, it would have to be mainly a secular paper. But, as 
we know, there are many cheap secular papers already — ^the " Standard," 
the " Telegraph,'' the " Daily News," the " Globe," the " Echo," and others, 
which could not, as such, be excelled. Moreover, so far as the new paper 
took Church of England ground, I think the clerical element in the manage- 
ment might not find itself quite at home in a field which . business men 
have hith.erto occupied, and occupied so ably. 

Then, as a Church of England newspaper, great care would be needed 
to avoid its becoming a party organ. Not that I object to party organs 
— if they belong to the right party ; but who is to determine in this case 
which is the right party, so as to secure united actioiji ? No doubt it would 
be easy to avow " Church principles ;" and, I need scarcely say, rightly 
understood — ^that is, of course, as I understand them — I thoroughly hold 
Church principles, as I doubt not each member of the Congress thinks he 
does too ; but if we enter into details we know the unfailing result. I am 
persuaded that a newspaper, to reach and win the confidence of the masses, 
a paper for the million who have become alienated from our churches, 
must at any rate for the " present emergency," let the conflicting differ- 
ences about " Church principles," in the party sense of the words (whether 
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high or low, broad or trae), bide their time, and be content with the 
simples, the essentials of Christianity — those grand Scriptural Catholic 
truths which form the basis of our common Christian experience ; those 
truths so admirably summed up in our Catechism as the essential articles 
of a Christian's and a Churchman's faith, forming the true bond of Catho- 
licity all over the world : " I believe in God the Father who made me, in 
God the Son who redeemed me, in God the Holy Ghost who sanctifieth 
me/' The " million " we want to reach are those who never go to church 
or chapel. It is of no use to argue before them the relative claims of this 
or that form of Church government ; the sin or the privilege of evening 
communion ; the obligation to preach in black or white, or to face the 
east or west, or north or south. These differences and controversies — 
some of them important in their places, and painfully important when 
made all-important — these differences, I say, have done harm enough 
already in prejudicing the million against those common essential Scrip- 
tural truths which all Christians hold, and which constitute the true catho- 
licity of the Church of England. We must, I think, if such a projected 
paper is to accomplish the end in view, let the grand points of agreement 
stand first. We must, by virtue of our oneness with Christ, get our hearts 
warm with Christian love, and then our heads will not find it so difficult 
to agree to differ on minor points which will start up when we talk of 
** Church principles." 

Tliere is also the question of funds. We are told that the "Hour" 
newspaper recently entailed a loss of ;^7 0,000 on its proprietary. I do 
not say that such a sum would not be well spent on a new paper : still it 
is a large sum ; and the fact that it might be needed and yet failure re- 
sult must at least be considered. 

For my own part I am inclined to think that the wiser plan, at any rate 
for the present, would be not to originate, but, as I have already hinted, 
to utilise. I think it would be a mistake to aim at supplanting, at a heavy 
outlay, existing able secular papers by another almost equally secular in 
its tone ; and as to the avowal of what are termed " distinctively Church 
principles " — whatever they may be — ^I am persuaded this would confine 
its circulation mainly to Church people, and I fear to one section of them 
only. 

My opinion is, that we should rather aim at utilising the press of the 
country at large ; and I think the clergy, without stepping into the secular- 
arena, and our lay friends too, might in this way render most important 
service. Whilst, as I have already said, the provincial press is doing its^ 
work well, I am quite sure its representatives would not be slow to admits 
as all wise men are ready to admit, that improvement is possible. I dc^- 
not say the politics of our local newspapers could be improved ; it would 
be very dull if all were of one opinion. But I have lately noted a tendency 
to introduce in the local newspaper, in addition to news and politics, attrac- 
tive literary features, social, scientific, sanitary, amusing ; and I am per- 
suaded that a column judiciously selected and voluntarily contributed would 
be regarded as helpful aid by many provincial editors. In that column* 
much important popular information might be given. The humanity ques- 
tion, so ably advocated in the " Times " and in the Humanity Series of 
Beading Books, by the Rev. F. O. Morris, the temperance and other 
movements, might be introduced ; and, above all, the bright and suuny 
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side of the religion of love might be wiimingly presented^ and its essential 
Catholic truths commended. But, I may add, there is a further possible 
step. A good many local papers are now produced in the cheapest form 
by adapting London central sheets, adding an extra page or two, the cost 
of which is more than hiet by local advertisements. This plan might be 
more widely adopted, and the clergy could do much to promote it. In 
two or three counties or dioceses the plan has been already introduced by 
clergymen with every promise of success ; and I need scarcely say in this 
form a wider scope is secured for direct parochial influence. 

I hope, in making these suggestions, the " out of place " objection will 
not occur to any. " In season and out of season " gives us a very broad 
line ; and the right word in the newspaper ^ the right word in heart-to- 
heart conversation) miglit sometimes do more real service than many words 
in the pulpit, even if we had the people there to hear them. 

Of course the column or columns contributed should not be written in 
our pulpit style. Perhaps we might improve upon that style, both in the 
pulpit and out of the pulpit. " Earthly stories with heavenly meanings " 
can never be out of place ; and if we heard more of them in the pulpit I 
think we should hear less of the Congress* "twenty minutes' measurement," 
which some of our impatient auditors would like to enforce in church. 
In apostolic days pulpits seem to have been extemporised, and sermons too. 
Any place, in fact, was the place for a sermon — " every place was hallowed 
ground ; " and in the printing press of the nineteenth century we seem to 
have realised the possibility of a pulpit in every Ihcyme. We may employ 
the press to commrmicate knowledge on all topics, imbued with that leayen 
of Christian principle and truth which ought to "leaven the whole lump." 

One other suggestion which I would msJce bears upon the utilisation of 
our periodical magazine literature. There are many parishes not sufficiently 
extensive to support a weekly newspaper, although localised weekly news- 
papers — the centre part printed in London, and the local matter on the 
'spot — can be sustained without much difficulty; but in all parishes periodi- 
cal magazines should enter every home. 

Here again the Church of England is late in the field. The tares have 
b^en sown before the wheat Tliere are scores of sensational periodicals. 
I am assured that four of these circulate a million copies weekly (a large 
proportion on the Sunday morning), representing a yearly expenditure^ 
mainly by the working classes, of more than ;^2 00,000 a year. The enor- 
mous circulation thus attained by these more or less pernicious papers indi- 
cates a remarkable taste for reading. This taste the educational movement 
will rapidly increase ; and the penl is that it will continue to be wrongly 
directed. The London "Globe" a few weeks since, in a leader, called atten- 
tion to the noteworthy fact, that, wherever a new board school was opened, 
there, in its immediate vicinity, would be found a shop where the " Boy 
Highwayman " and other pennyworths, with villanously coarse pictures on 
the front, and villanously vile teaching within, might be obtained. One 
of the sellers remarked to a good man who said, " that he thought education 
would soon indispose the young to buy the rubbish offered in these shops," 
" You don't know what you are talking about. You and your School 
Boards have been the making of such as me. The children used to come 
round the window, blocking the pavement, just for the sake of a peep at 
the pictures ; but it's different now you've learnt 'em all to read ; now 
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they buys 'em. Where I used to sell one ^Blueskin ' or *Boy Highwaymaa ' 
I now sell half-a-dozen." 

Such a revelation is sad and startling. It ought to be stimulating to 
those who remember the exhortation, " Overcome evil with good." 

Now what I want to say on this point is, that I believe the Church of 
England clergy and laity co-operating in the work, employing the parochial 
organisation which gives our Church such vantage-ground, may do much 
to turn the current which is becoming a mighty and destructive river into 
a safe and fertilising channel. 

Of course, whatever is done must be uphill work — ^all good work is uphill 
work ; but in many parishes such uphill work has already proved eminently 
successful. We know that the greater the difficulty the greater is the 
need for exertion. When a clergyman is constrained to say, and I have 
heard it often said, '^ My people will not buy good reading ! " why, to use 
a homely illustration, the case is almost as bad as if the baker were to say, 
" The people here will not buy good bread." If they do not buy good 
bread, they are not likely to thrive physically ; and if they do not buy 
good reading they are either in a state of disgraceful ignorance, or, more 
likely by far, they buy and read bad poisonous reading in secret. 

I would venture^ strongly to urge the duty of our finding out — really 
finding out (for these things are read " in a corner " and must be found 
out) — what the people do read. Visit the news-shop, and in a friendly way 
get the good man to show you hb stock. Tell him you wish to give him 
your help : to make his shop a food-shop, and not a poison-shop. In most 
cases confidence will beget confidence. Sad specimens of depraved litera- 
ture will be placed in your hands ; and the seller will in all probability 
tell you — and honestly tell you — " I wish I could sell the good in prefer- 
ence to the bad." 

Then offer to help him. Preach about it. Invite a bonfire in the 
parish, such as the Apostle saw at Ephesus. Then when you have preached 
set to work. Introduce to notice the good that it may supplant the bad. 
Place attractive reading in the booksellers' windows. Use the press your- 
self. Take the Archbishop of York's advice, and localise a magazine. 
Use the cover well ; make it a pulpit in every home ; only, as I said before, 
don't use the pulpit style. Talk and chat with the people. Bememb^r, 
what you say there is more regarded than anything anybody else could say, 
and what you say there you say to everybody in the parish : they are all 
listening to you. You might give a tract, and they might not read it ; 
but if they buy a magazine tJhey will expect their money's worth, and 
especially look to see what the parson has to say. Then get your own 
messenger to the homes of the people. As Canon Thorold remarked the 
other day, '^The working classes are perfectly accessible in their own 
honaes for the purchase of the Scriptures ; and if they will buy one good 
book they. are at least likely to buy another." A taste for good reading 
will soon be created, and the bookseller will find by his increase in trade 
that this appetite brings many to his shop who never came before, unless 
for that which poisoned their minds. 

To conclude, I believe the clergy of the Church of England haVe it in 
their power to introduce good reading into every home in the land. They 
may make the bookseller's shop a self-sustaining station for mission work 
and pure literature distribution all the year round. And I do not think 
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any more effective means could be employed to \(in back those who have 
forgotten, in this Christian land, that in their Father's house there is 
^ bread enough and to spare." 



Mr. Gilbert Venables. 



In the few remarks which I shall have to contribute to this discussion, it 
will be better for me to confine myself to a brief consideration of the 
relations between the Church and the existing daily press, more especially 
devoting the time to such practical suggestions as some few years of 
journalistic experience may enable me to make. People who will con- 
sider the matter must see that the importance of friendly relations with 
so powerful an. influence as the daily press can hardly be exaggerated. 
I will not go so far as to endorse an opinion which has found some cur- 
rency, that if St. Paul were to be in England now he would be editor of 
a penny daily paper, but we may, perhaps, surmise that the apostle who 
always made use of the readiest means in his time existing for getting to 
the public ear — who, in every town he visited, went straight to the syna- 
gogue ; who disputed daily in the school of one Tyrannus, and who made 
his way at once to the Areopagus at Athens — would not have beenindifferent 
to so considerable an engine for the swaying of men's minds as exists ^i 
the daily press. If we are to establish better relations with this institu- 
tion we must not begin by supposing that the actual relations are worse 
than they really are ; or, that if they are in any way unamiable, the fault 
is entirely <m the other side. The first thing we piust abandon is the 
attitude of suspicion. Such phrases as '^ The press is an infidel press," or 
that " such and such a paper is sold to Eome," should be dropped, not only 
because they are for the most part untrue, but because, even if they were true, 
they are irritating and impolitic. The newspaper press exists, it has power, 
and we cannot supplant it. We, therefore, have simply to consider it as it 
is, and to deal with it as we find it, and if this assembly will take my word 
for it, I can give my assurance that if once the foolish attitude of suspi- 
cion is abandoned, the Church will never find any real difficulty in getting 
fair play from all respectable daily journals which are not committed by 
accidents of proprietorship to a position of hostility. But I may here be 
met by the statement that the very face of newspapers bears evidence 
against this view. I shall be told that Ifess notice is taken of Church 
matters, that less respect is shown to Church opinion, less consideration 
paid to Church feeling, and less sympathy evinced for Church work, than 
can be secured readily for any of our opponents, be they atheist, Non- 
conformist, or Eomanist. So far as this is true it is our own fault, and 
does not arise from any set purpose of hostility to the Church ; it simply 
means that the children of this world are wiser in their generation than 
the children of light, and that while we are contenting ourselves with the 
acrid personalities and un-Christian recriminations on which so many of 
our little sectional organs seem to thrive, our opponents are taking advan- 
tage of the greater organs of public opinion, and do not require that the 
papers which shall disseminate their views shall be exclusively devoted to 
repeating their watchwords, interspersed with the calumnies on which is 
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fed the Christian chuckle. We have the same chance that they have, only 
thai OUTS is, if anything, better. For, consider for a moment what is the 
life and soul of a newspaper. It is not a new power brought into the 
world with a capacity for supporting itself ; it is a commercial venture 
supported by sale and by advertisements, the latter depending mainly on 
the former. Its proprietors look for their dividends, and, although it is 
not for a moment to be thought that they would, change their principles 
for the sake of dividends, yet the unprofitable paper must always either 
die or change hands. Newspaper progress will always be in the direction 
of the least resistance, and.it is our fault if that resistance is found greatest 
on our side. What, after all, are all these bodies, and sects, and influences 
compared with us 1 We have but to assert ourselves in the right way, 
and, sooner or later, the press, in the mere pursuit of its own interests, 
must do us all the justice we can fairly ask. If proof were wanted for 
this assertion, I would point to the comparative position given, and treat- 
ment accorded to Church questions and Church advocates in the daily 
press now, and in the day when these Church Congresses first became an 
institution. 

And now let me come to particulars. Boughly speaking, a newspaper 
consists, as regards its literary portion, of three principal parts — ^the news, 
the correspondence, and the leaders. It is with regard to the news that 
the suspicions of good Churchmen concerning the bias of the press are 
most frequently raised. Let me take a familiar instance, of which a short 
experience would show many examples. On a given day in a given town 
let there be two grand functions, one Eoman Catholic and one Church of 
England. Accounts of both are sent to the same paper and only the 
Eoman Catholic appears. This is a case for suspicion, and the disappointed 
parish parson believes that the editor is " in the pay of Rome." Now let 
me take you behind the scenes. On the evening of the given day the 
sub-editor of the paper on coming to his desk will &id some such telegram 
as this from the Eoman Catholic ofiicial told off for the purpose : ^* Expect 
seventy-five words from me to-night about opening of St. Winifred's here. 
Archbishop Manning preaches." That telegram is filed. In due time the 
wire brings the seventy-five words arranged so as to tell everything and 
to give the sub-editor not one moment's trouble. The whole business has 
cost the senders two shillings, and the newspaper has a good paragraph of 
news for nothing. Some time the next day, our own clergyman, remem- 
bering how successful was the laying of the foundation stone of his new 
church the day before is impressed with the idea of sending an account to 
the papers. The organist or schoolmaster is commissioned to write it. 
Full of the importance of the duty and the event he elaborates a compo- 
sition which would fill a quarter of a column, mentions everybody's name, 
and puffs his Mends. Posted that day, it arrives in the sub-editor's hands 
as he is making up the paper for the next day but one, four days .after 
the event He looks at it, struggles with it, cuts out superfluities, wastes, 
perhaps, three minutes over it, and by the time he comes to the puffs, 
pitches it into the waste-paper basket with an exclamation of disgust. 

Now, ladies and gentlemen^ I put it to you as fair reasoning creatures ; 
on whose side does the fault lie ? And is it fair to tell that toiling sub- 
editor that he is receiving Papal pay ? I have taken a Boman Catholic case, 
because in these matters, the Eoman Catholies make fewer mistakes and lose 
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fewer oppoiianities than any people I know. Bat what is tme of them is 
also to some extent trne of all others. They take care that nothing they do 
shall remain hidden, and they take pains to find out how it may best be put 
into the hands of journalists with a Tiew to publication. They know the 
value of time, and above all, they have some idea of the relative import- 
ance of events from the journalistic standpoint, and can tell what will 
be thought worth a hundred lines and what must be kept to twenty-five. 
Next, I come to the correspondence. Correspondence in a newspaper, if 
wise, and still more if witty, well-written, and in good taste, is always 
welcomed by editors. The readers like it ; it is- original matter, it is as a 
rule special to the paper in which it appears, it fills space, it costs nothing, 
and it may increase a reputation for impartiality — a reputation which 
most editors desire and all Englishmen respect To those who feel them- 
selves able to use this part of a paper I would say, never let a damaging 
, misstatement or misrepresentation go uncontradicted. Contradict it with- 
out imputing malice, without heat, without showing contempt of ionorance, 
humorously if possible, but certainly in few words ; and, before all things, 
striking while the iron is hot. But be sure of your facts, and, if I may 
use such an expression, never put your head in where your shoulders 
will not follow. With these simple precautions, I am sure that good 
Churchmen, whether clergy or laity, might make an immense use of the 
existing daily press without provoHng the hostility of editors, or, indeed, 
being otherwise than welcome contributors. At least, I do know this, 
that if they neglect their opportunities, others do not, and that, once 
more, if the result is an appearance of unfriendliness to us, the fault is 
not with the press. Thirdly, as regards editorial writing, it must be 
obvious to those who reflect, that the leader writer, able, and scholarly, 
and generally well-informed though he be, is yet to a great extent, from 
the necessities of his work on a dsoly journal, driven to depend a good deal 
upon information immediately before him. The parties hostile to the 
Church take very good care that their view of their case, plausibly stated, 
bristling with facts and figures, and put in a form likely to attract and 
delight the eye of the writer, shall be liberally supplied. It is for us to 
do the same, and to leave the result to the good sense and general honesty 
which, I must be unfashionable enough to believe, are generally to be 
found in an editor's chambers. Of advertisements, I must only say that 
the public believes in them, that our opponents largely resort to them, and 
that, at least, they are not likely to provoke the enmity of the journals 
which receive them ; but I would warn any man thinking to use them as a 
bribe,] that |he is living in the wrong country. Napoleon HL, when 
asked to subsidise an English paper, truly observed, " That if its support 
was worth having it needed no subsidy, and that, if it wanted a subsidy, 
its help would be worthless." But advertising, for its legitimate purpose, 
and without afterthought, is to be believed in, and I certainly know of no 
exclusiveness on the part of journals with regard to it. 

It will be seen, then, that the sum and substance of all that I have 
said is, that our position with regard to existing journalism is very much 
what we may choose to make it Newspapers are made quite as much by 
the people as by journalists, and we are a part of the people, and not an 
insignificant part of them. As with the various means of education, and, 
indeed, with almost any force we find in the world, it is our policy and our 
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duty not to sit apart deploring their misdirection, but to endeavour, so far 
as in us lies, to have some small share in the steering. As time seems to 
permit, I may, perhaps, not abuse your patience if I tell an illustrative 
anecdote. Some years ago, in a midland county, was started a county 
paper whose principles bid fair to be everything that from the Church 
point of view was dangerous and abominable. The clergy and their 
staunchest adherents were distressed and alarmed, but one of them, who 
was then in charge of the parish %here the publication saw the light, took 
a different view. He subscribed. He sent a letter on some topic of 
interest, and it was gladly inserted ; he sent leaders on various subjects, 
and they were adopted — for these new enterprises have to be economical. 
In short, he quietly became the controlling spirit of that paper till the 
time when, many years afterwards, regretted by all orthodox Churchmen, 
it ceased to be published. Though the story has a moral, it is no fable. 
I know it to be true, for the clergyman in question is my own father. 



ADDRESS. 
The Rev. W. J. Knox Little, of Manchester. 

Ih the last paper which has been read to us there is, I am perfectly certain, a very great 
deal of comfort for all Churchmen, because the gentleman who read it has to a certain 
extent let us into ** the green room." We understand now some of the secrets of our mis- 
takes hitherto; but looking at the question of the press simply without anything like that 
sort of technical knowledge which that gentleman possesses, let me ask you just to con- 
sider for a moment what it is that the Church on our side might fairly desiderate in (i) 
general and (2) religious press. When we come to face the question of the daily or weekly 
press we are confronting certainly a tremendous power, for we are confronting, so to speak, 
the spirit of the age "precipitated" in a kind of definite form, and the great liok between 
onrseWes and the press is this, that Churchmen, who are interested in the welfare of the 
Church of England, have a real close connection and strong interest with, and ought to 
have a great enthusiasm for, what is true and noble in the spirit of the age. Now, I do 
believe, on our part, that we have failed very often in that, and much of the treatment we 
have received from the press is doubtless to be put down to our own fault. But just let 
us recollect th^t whilst the press is to represent the spirit of the age the Church is to direct 
and control it ; that on the one hand the press ought to be a great power, but that the 
Church in dealing with such questions is a greater power still ; that while the press re- 
presents the spirit of tim age, all who work directly for the Church must remember that 
she is o/all ages, but in this age. Therefore, what I would say is this, when we look at 
the press we must reasonably ask that for the Church there ought to be a fairer dealing 
than there has been, because the press ought to deal with all facts if it is to act according 
to the law of its being, and its first duty is truly to represent facts, then to admit the opinions 
of others in correspondence, and then it has to give its own opinion upon those facts. 
What Churchmen must surely ask is that the ordinary daily press should represent what 
men on the side of the Church are putting forward, fairly and correctly ; and very often 
that is not the case. There is one other point which I would mention, the press is a great 
power, very rightly, but it now represents a vast despotism, and the reason would appear 
to be this, that the £ngliiih press for good or fur bad, in dealing with great questions, ia 
sheltered under a mysterious covering by always writing anonymously ; and I am quite 
certain that if our daily press ad<^t8 more largely the plan which has been adopted by 
many of our weekly and monthly publications, giving the signatures of the writers at the 
end of the articles, it will greatly gain the respect of earnest and thinking men, whilst it 
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will BtUl retain its power ; becausd the fact is this, if yon think of our great journals, if 
I dare for one instant to criticise Jupiter tomtm himself, if 70a think of the perpetual 
conversions taking place in the ''leading journal/' one day one opinion, and the next 
day the opposite opinion being advocated as infallible truth, I say that if at the end of 
each article was put the name of the writer the article would be taken in the interests of 
truth and justice just for what it is worth. It may be Quixotic to expect that to be 
corrected, yet one hopes that eventually such may be the case. Now is it an answer to 
this to say that signed articles are needless b^use their weight depends upon the force 
of the reasonings advanced, and not upon the name of the writer. This is an evident 
fallacy. In the Hurry of daily reading much of the weight attached to anonymous 
'Ueadors" depend upon the mysterious personality of the paper itself, and is taken upon 
its authority ; the signature of a single individual would at once rest the article on its true 
basis, the value of a name of great or little eminence and the strength of the reasonings 
produced. On the other hand, let us remember this as Churchmen, that the daily press 
has amongst the journals that come before us certain papers that deserve the greatest 
possible credit and praise because they do fairly represent facts, and fairly report whst 
takes place amongst us ; and if they give their opinions the only fault I have to fiod is 
that they are given anonymously. We are not afraid of the reports of our actions if they 
are represented accurately, nor of the arguments advanced concerning them, if only the 
name of the writer is given at the end of the article. 

2. Let me say one word upon the subject of the " religious " press. The ordinary daily 
newspaper is a very great power in England ; but there is a great and increasing power 
arising more and more in the *' religious" press. Our "religious ** newspapers are worth 
improving, and they might be greatly improved so as to represent all the interests of the 
Church. There have been a great many hard things said about the " Guardian " newspaper 
from time to.time by Churchmen ; but after all you find that it fills a place of its own, and 
is doing a great work because it gives such thorough information on Church matters. 
Then to come down to some of the smaller religious newspapers, take as an example the 
** Church Times." Now I confess to you, though I daresay a great many will differ from me, 
that after all I have a sneaking liking for what has been called tbe '' penn'orth of spite." 
I will tell you why I have, and why we might all have; first, because it is so very clever; 
secondly, because it is very outspoken ; and, thirdly, because it does not deal in that kind 
of claptrap into which the religious press is so likely to be led. But I would submit to oar 
friends of the " Church Times " that if only the '' Church Times " in addition to its honestj 
of purpose, and in addition to its exceeding cleverness, would inject a little more of the 
spirit of charity towards persons, — I do not want charity towards special opinion at all, bat 
charity towards persons,— then it would be a very powerful and useful organ.* I say that 
because I do think the *' Church Times" is exercising and must exercise a great power. 
Such papers as the " Church Times " have a great deal of influence ; and this is the point I 
want to emphasise to-night, whatever other classes the touch and the range of their circolt* 
tion shows that they are not confined to any one ; anyhow they have a great power in shaping 
the religious convictions and giving a tone of thought to a class of persons for whom I have 
a great enthusiasm, those, I mean, who are often insolently represented under the oppro- 
brious and offensive title of "ritualistic shop'boy." In London, as in Manchester, tbe 
young men intended to be represented by such sotLbriquets as that are very fine fellows 
indeed, and are doing a great work, and have a greater yet to do ; and it is because tbe 
'* Church Times" does put before them clearly, bonestly, and distinctly, a great deal of in- 
formation that they want to bave put before them, that it exercises such a great power, 
and if only its tone were a little more elevated that power would be a most excellent ooe. 
Of course I need hardly say much about the papers on the other side. I would only ask 

* Let me not be misunderstood. I do not advocate any canting tenderness towards 
real offenders or treacherous persons, be they in hi^h nlaces or in low : but at least such 
kindly construction of motives as may, to say the least, be fairly expected amongst 
Christians. 
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you to remember that the tone of at least one pi^c>er on that side, whioh I will not at tills 
moment i^ame, can, of ooorse, need no improyementa. Cast your glanoe on some of the 
placards whioh cover the walls of this town at the present time, and yon will know to what 
I refer. I am sure that in this assembly there must be a number of pecaons who would 
be glad to put down the three B's. I do not mean ''reading, 'riting, and Arithmetic," 
but Bitaalism, Romanism, and Rationalism. [This was in alluHon to placards^ issued from 
the office of the ^* Xock" and posted aU over the Three Towns, in which the above three word^ 
appeared in large type.] If we all want to put down those things, and are thoroughly im 
earnest about it, there is one panacea — do not improTO the tone of that paper, but all of you 
buy and read the '* Book.** It is those who love that paper who tell us that is the recipe ; 
therefore I do not want to improve the tone there,— a paper whose editorial notes are so 
neryous, whose correspondence is so laxge-hearted, and whose tone is so Christian, above 
all, the results of whose perusal are sore to be so efficacious, can need no improvemiat. And 
now let me ask you to remember that we must have, and ought to have as Ohurehmeo, a 
\ warm enthusiasm for the general current of feeling and thought that we are living in, 
which we call the spirit of the age. Let me remind you that w« must direct it ; and if we 
must direct it we must compete in some waj with the great powers that are, ao to q>eak, 
ruling it with an iron despotism. Therefore you must improve the tone of your Church 
press, and that will be done if Churchmen determine that it must. .Bemember, there is one 
aide of the daily press for whioh I can have no enthusiasm. As to the (Hrdmiry press such 
as the "Standard," the " Telegraph," and the ** Daily News," we owe much to Uiose papers, 
and especially at the present time we all owe a deep debt of gratitude to the ''Daily News." 
There was a time also^a time now gone by, I fear— when one could not help noticing the 
fitrong and distinct Christianity sometimes put forward by the " young lions " of the " Duly 
Telegraph." Those papers are great powers, and there is much about them that is 
exceedingly admirable. But there are certain papers for whioh we can feel nothing like 
sympathy or enthusiasm. They represent that horrid tone of blcui worldliness intended 
to be injected into the young of our country, and to kill that whioh you and 1 are bound to 
enkindle and support, an earnest spirit of religious enthusiasm. You cannot in young 
hearts and lives have real love to Qod and the Church unless you kindle in them the spirit 
of enthusiasm ; and as far as you can prevent them from getting into a blas6 careless way 
of going on you will do real good. We must use our utmost influence to suppress that 
kind of publication. I will in conclusion say this, do not let us be hard upon the ordinary 
daily press, but let us ask that they will simply try to represent accurately what we say 
and do. Let us use our exertions with the reb'gious press, and assist them to raise their 
tone whenever we can into a more charitable attitude towards persons ; and let us support 
the religious press that represents literature as much as we can. There is some talk of 
a new paper, " The Daily Bxpress/* that is to give us the news of the day and at the 
same time to be fair towards Church matters. If it is possible that there should be a 
good daily paper which fairly represents the Church and gives the latest news as well, all 
Churchmen would hail it as something that would be good for the country and for the 
Church. Finally, I would say that we ought all to remember what an immense power the 
press has upon our young people— it is folly to ignore it ; shutting our eyes to facts in no 
way alters them, in some cases we may meet the danger by a wise competition, in others 
by an unflinching antagonism. Newspapers are strong, the Church is stronger. Thep 
represent the spirit of the age. She the truths of Eternal Life. 



The Rev. J. Erskinb Clabkb, M.A., Vicar of Battersea, Surrey, 
Hon. Canon of Winchester. 

The branch of this great subject which I desire to handle, with a very practical aim in view 
as a parish clergyman, is the Sunday newspaper, which takes the place of the Bible and 
prayer-book with vast masses of our middle and lower classes. 
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I sappose that every town parson, who Has a poor neighbourhood to deal with, sees on 
Sunday morning the hawkers of these papers and the shops open for their sale. He sees 
men with bundles of th^n under their arm, leaying them at the doors, or throwing them 
down the areas of the small tradesmen and the like. 

If you observe these papers^ you will find that there are chiefly »ix newspapers, much 
alike in general appearance, and so .we may judge, adapted to the taste of the working 
people. One of these papers, ** Lloyd's Weekly News," has the enormous sale of 600,000 a 
week, and placards itself as having 3,000,000 of readers. There are four other papers of 
somewhat similar appearance, which divide amongst them pretty equally a sale of 700,000. 
These five penny papers have thus a weekly sale of 1,300,000, and are probably read— and 
chiefly on Sunday— by six or si yen millions of pioplb. There are other like papers with 
a circulation whidi only seems small in comparison with the figures I have just given. 

It is evident that these Sunday papers wield an enormous power in the formation of 
woridng-dass sentiment and public opinion. Of course the working folk read the daily 
papers— and we must wish well to every efibrt made to improve their tone— but tbe0 
working man only glances at the daily papers in his dinner hour, or in the evening of tbe 
working day. He buys and pores over and reads from end to end the Sunday newspaper, 
which comes when he has leisure— which he rarely uses in the exercise of that religion 
which secures it to him. The daily paper has little influence in comparison with the Sun- 
day paper; and as for the pulpit, even when it is wheeled abreast of the age, its influence 
in the like comparison is infinitesimally small, especially with the working people, who are 
least represented in ordinary congregations. 

Now, what is the sort of sentiment in respect of religion, in respect of the Church, in 
respect even of loyalty and constitutional order, which these Sunday papers inspire! 
They are not all of one type ; and, happily, the leviathan amongst them is not the worst 
But all of them are written in the interests of the working people as a ctoM— they directly 
or indirectly foster their insubordination, their impatience of those who are their supe- 
riors in wealth or station. They all alike deal largely in the garbage of the police couris, 
and increase their sale enormously when any horrible crime gives them scope for hideous 
details. 

But some are even more directly demoralising. They deal in vile calumnies on the royal 
family, in bitter slanders of the upper classes, and in violent invectives against the clergy. 
One of these papers (which I bought by chance the other day) affirmed, in its largest type 
and most prominent place, that *' the clergy from the earliest ages down to the present time 
have stamped themselves as the banded foes of mankind— as staunchest opposers of inde- 
pendent thought— as fiercest denouncers of civil liberty. It is not their fault that they do 
not persecute after the olden fashion ; the like vengeful spirit obtains amongst them in the 
nineteenth century as it did in the Dark Ages. And that heretics are not tortured at the 
wheel, broken on the rack, or bound to the stake, we owe to influences which the priests of 
no faith can direct, or govern, or suppress." 

Perhaps, however, we clergy may accept such and similar statements as complimentary 
to our influence, which makes it worth while thus to assail us. Other writers in these 
papers are propagandists of secularism, that blank negation of all belief, which is honey- 
combing the working-classes. And there are now, in and through this prolific press, mis- 
sionaries who, to quote the words of Canon Ash well, are hard at work, toiling with strange 
energy at the wretched task of spreading the belief that heaven and hell are non-existent, 
that God and Christ are fictions, that this world is all — with the inevitable inference that 
he who fails to secure what good he can in this life has failed of enjoyment altogether. 

These Sunday papers, be it noted, are written in a style that best suit the working classes. 
They are enormously lucrative. They have all existed for the last thiri^ or forty years, 
and so they are able to buy the best brains that are willing to serye their ends. 

What is to be done to counteract this potent inflaence? 

I fear that my only practical suggestion is really impracticable, but nevertheless I make 
it. It is no use applying to the working-class millions the rales of our own Sunday 
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qnietade. E^en if we hold it unseemly to read our own newspaper on Sonday, we can 
liardlj hope to stop them ; and there is a disagreeable uDreality in denouncing folk for 
reading on the topics of the day which we ourseWes freely t<Uk about, yea^ which some 
pride themselves for introducing into their sermons. If it be admitted that the millions 
will read a Sunday newspaper, can we do anything to supply snch a paper 1 

There is only one source that I see from which such a jiaper could emanate, and you will 
feel how impracticable my idea is when I say that it is the Christian Knowledge Society. 
We are deeply indebted to the Society forihe Propagation of Christian Knowledge as the 
great Bible and Frayer-Book Society, as making grants to found colonial sees, and to many 
miadonary works, but I think it is a waste of the time of clever and able secretaries, 
managers, and committees to occupy ever so little of their eneigies on the production of 
many of the books that come from their press and fill their depository. 

I think it is a waste of such energies to publish books of travel in Palestine^ Africa, and 
China, books of adventure, as those in Korway and Canada, which appear in their October 
list. Still more do I deprecate such energy and ability being spent on sentimental novelettes 
of strictly neutral colour, or pretty picture books for children; natural history prints for 
schools, and packets of illuminated cards ! 

I daresay tiiese things yield a profit, but I believe the Society would do more for Chris- 
tian knowledge by Umng £zo,ooo a year for a time on a paper which got into the hands of 
the working millions. than by making that sum by selling these small matters to which I 
have referred to their excellent Church -going customers. 

If it be needful for the Society to supply these wares, it would be in every way 
fidrer and better if the committee announced at the beginning of each book-producing sea- 
son what class of work they specially needed ; and if they bought largely of the best 
editions or examples of such works issued by the general publishers, this would save the 
Society from an inevitable rivalry which is not good for it. It woald encourage honourable 
trade, and it would secure new, wide, and independent channels for the distribution of 
sound Church literature. And if the editorial and office energy thus liberated were applied 
to the production of a Sunday newspaper, or to influencing or even subsidising one of the 
existing newsimpers, on condition that it were made wholesome in tone and religious in its 
treatment of common questions, I think that it would be full surely promoting Christian 
knowledge in a very important field. I do not think that the political partizanship need be 
manifested, though the six papers I have referred to are of different shades of liberal, not 
to say ultra-radical, sentiments. 

Such a paper to succeed must give quantity. It speaks well for the eyesight of the work- 
ing classes that these newspapers are crammed full of type as small as some that vexes our 
vision in our venerable friend The Guardian on a Thursday morning. There must also be 
quality. It is a mistake to suppose that our artizans do not know and appreciate vigorous 
writing, though their taste may be for the grandiose and high-flown style. I do not think 
the chance of success would be less, nor would it appear so incongruous to working- 
folk as to ttf, if there were an undisguised sermon or two in each number— even in adjacent 
columns to political, legal, and personal matter. 

An integral part of such a paper ough t to be answers to correspondents. I have beard that 
" Lloyd's News" originally gained the ear of the working-folks by giving medical advice 
to ailing correspondents. lam told that the '* Illustrated London News "was originally 
started to advertise a patent medicine ; and I believe that one of the most widely cir- 
culated North Country papers was set on foot to puff a pill, and that both pill and paper 
are now fine properties. 

As there is some quackery in religious matters, and much inquiry about them, the 
"answers to correspondents' column" might give useful advice, and promote spiritual 
soundness in i^me lower limbs of the body social. 

As I admitted my suggestion is practically impracticable, but of the need of such a paper 
I am folly persuaded, and I fear that it is beyond the power of any private individual. If 
the Society for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge could find the right man and 
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could dare to ^to him freedom, I think they might found a paper whieh wonld great^ 
promote real Christian' knowledge amongst onr brethren, and would eventual! j be a profit 
far beyond the picture cards and story books. 

In defaalt of such a paper, what can we do to meet the dangers that are gaining on vs 
through the Sunday press] We can realUe that there is such a factor at work in our 
parishes, every Sunday morning, forming the public and private opinion of thousands, 
while we are speaking to tens in our churches. 

Eemember that these six papers, with their six miluons of readers, are not read by 
boys and girls. They have their special literature,— the 800,000 weekly of the tix seofli* 
tional fiction magazines, whieh are read by young women ; the 350,000 a week of tiie 
three magazines that appeal to boys. Nor have I referred to the readers of the sportiBg 
, papers, four in number, nor of the weekly broadsheet which adds the gloss of staziog 
woodcuts to the garbage of the police-court. 

I have wished to emphasise the fact that these six Sunday papers exert their influeaee 
on artisans, men not of the depraved and reckless class, but sober men, and, after their 
manner, thinking men, who if they went anywhere to worship, would probably go to 
church, and amongst these men a public opinion is being insensibly formed, which is loi 
only hostile to the growth of personal religion or of public worship, but which would lead 
to tremendous strain on the maintenance of peace, order, and good government, should there 
come a period of real scarcity, and of stagnant trade. So then while we pray the good 
Lord to deliver us "from all sedition, privy conspiracy and rebellion, from all fake doe- 
trine, heresy, and schism ; from hardness of heart and contempt of His Word and oommaod- 
ment," we ought not to rest content without attempting to correct, or check, or supersede 
this six million-powered Sunday press, which sows far and wide what appear to me to be 
the seeds and germs of these very evik. 



DISCUSSION. 
Mr. Eugene Stock. 



'Whbr the time comes for that Utopian newspaper Mr. God&ey Thring shadowed forth 
this evening, there will be no further occasion to discuss this question in the Church Con- 
gress. But I think we are a long way off that I do not know what Mr. Yenables, with 
his large editorial experience, would think, but I should be very sorry to be the editor of 
a newspaper which was to aim at such absolute perfection. What with the cookery, and 
what with the leaders from the London press, and the immense amount of material of 
every kind ; what with the large amount of common sense, and the little capital— and I 
think I would add another c, some amount of Christianity,— such a paper we shall oertainly 
not see in our day. We have been recommended by Mr. Yenables to use the press thst 
exists. Now our daily press bears a very high character ; but in one respect I should like 
to see it improved. I should like to see in our papers something less of partizauship. 
Party papers, of course, there must be ; but why should it always be the case that if, uj, 
Lord Beaconsfield or Mr. Gladstone makes a speech, we know beforehand exactly what the 
*' Telegraph" or the '* Standard " will say of it— perhaps not the ** Telegraph " now, by the 
by, because it has been " ratting " lately. In some papers the leading articles might almost 
be written beforehand ; and I rather think that if Mr. Yenables had taken us a little 
more behind the scenes he might have told us of cases in which articles had been actnallj 
written before the event had happened, or the speech delivered upon which they conunented. 
I want to see a paper that shall not be afraid to say when the leader of its own party is 
wrong, and when the leader of the opposite party is right. I pity any clergyman who seesone 
daily paper only, say the "Standard " or the ** Telegraph." It is impossible that he can form 
an accurate opinion of things as they are. Certainly you in the West are better off thsa 
we are in London. Your local papers do give something of the opinions of the press on hoth 
sides. I think we ought not to let this opportunity pass of paying a compliment to tbe 
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Plymoatb papors, which are admirable Bpecimens of a local press. But if we in the 
Chnroli Oongress wish to call for an improvement io the spirit of the s^cnlar press, is it 
not high Ume that we began by setting oar own houses in order 1 Do not the Church papers 
want reforming first f I do not mention names, and I will not say that the fault is not on both 
sides. In them, also, yon might sometimes write the articles beforehand on speeches made 
•or events taking place. I should like to see the time when a paper, say, on the High Church 
side, will be able to blame its own leaders when it is clear they are wrong, and praise those 
on the other side : and so as to the Low Church papers. We must make no complaint 
about the tone of the secular press as long as some of our Church papers remain as they are. 
In partlcalar, how Churchmen can support any paper in which we can hardly find, from 
be gi nning to end, a word of kindliness or respect for the Archbishops of the Church of 
England, I cannot understand. I am perfectly aware that the various Church parties 
must have their organs in the press. They are necessary and, on many accounts, desirable. 
I do not agree with Mr. Bullock on one point ; I cannot, like him, say that I only admire 
the party newspaper on my own side. I can admire them on both sides ; but I should like 
to see in them a little more of speaking the truth in love. Nothing would do more to make 
the Church respected in Bngland, and nothing would give us more influence in getting 
Church matters taken up by the secular press. It is perfectly true that there is nothing 
that goes down with people so easily as cool assertion. I am not now so much complain- 
ing of the unkindliness of tone in some of the extreme party Church papers, but of the 
cool way in which they take for granted thmgs which they are perfectly aware are matters 
in dispute ; sometimes even matters of fact as well as of opinion. That is the way to 
please their customers ; but I venture to think that a really high-toned Christian paper» 
not looking at everything from the stand-point of its own party, but resolved to weigh all 
things in Uie balances of the sanctuary, and judge all things by the New Testament, might 
become a great power for good, although at first— and for a long time, perhaps — ^it would 
have a severe struggle with the more bitter party papers. I will give you an illustration from 
what are called the comic papers. There are three of them best known. There are two 
which are distinctly and avowedly party papers, and in which sometimes the cartoons are 
as disgracefully partizan as can be ; but there is one which I may venture to mention even 
in the Church Congress— I mean " Punch," which, with all its faults (and they are not a 
few), has often taught us a lesson by its high-toned generosity of feeling. One word upon the 
other branch of the subject— that of magazines and periodicals. I entirely agree with 
those who have said that we have enough already. I am inclined to think we have enough 
and to spare, and that between Mr. Erskine Clarke and Mr. Bullock the Church is already 
well supplied with healthy and sound reading for the people. There is one weak point in 
our magazines generally — ^a weak point concerning which I confess I have no recommenda- 
tion to make to remedy it, but I do wish the editors of our popular magazines would 
take it to heart— the weak point is the story. How long are we to have those very milk 
and water stories which appear in all kinds and descriptions of our religious, periodicals ? 
Are they really essential to the sale of those periodicals 1 I am perfectly aware that if now 
and then a really good writer of healthy fiction arises, there is an immense competition for 
that writer, publisher competing with publisher ; and I am afraid we have jet to find out 
how to put into these magazines such matter as shall be light and entertaining, and suit- 
able for the recreation of the people, and yet not the wishy-washy love stories we get now. 
In conclusion I would say, let us keep this object in view in any influence we may be able 
to exert on the press, particularly upon the Church papers. Let us aim at making them 
more Christian in tone, and less decidedly pariizan. 



Mr. F. S. Powell. 

I'oovYVM 1 appear unbidden before this audience with some trepidation, because I have 
observed that though you are kindly you are at the same time critical. But I appeai* 
before yon thus unbidden because I have had much to do with controversy, and something 
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in a subordinate manner with the presi. That which I desire to say in the first instance 
is, that we mnst not take for granted that we in this room have always been as strongly 
convinced as we are at this moment of the improvement of the press. There is a rough 
old rhyme referring to the man who is anxioos to pnblish hii ideas—* 

" He like's to see his name in print : 
A book's a book altho' there s nothing m't." 

And althoQgh these lines are a comment upon the vanity of an individnal, they neverthe- 
less contain a tmth. Depend upon it that what appears in print does go before the public 
with authority. I remember some months ago a discussion of this sort :— We must have a 
Church paper in order to counteract the erroneous statements of the anti-Church organ. I 
ventured to assert that no one believed those statements, to which my friend said, '*No; 
you are inaccurate, every farmer in this district believes those statements ; he says, * It mnst 
be true because I have seen it in't paper ; ' *' and the result was that the Church people of 
the district have established a newspaper, the effect of which has been of a marvellous and 
at the same time of a most instructive character ; whereas previously the inaccuracies of 
the adverse organ were stupendous, they are now reduced within reasonable limits ; whereas 
the imagination of the editor was formerly apparently incurable and incorrigiblOj his femey 
is now under control ; and whereas his zeal and his energy, and his fire and heat, were 
volcanic and consuming, they appear to be cooled down by the waters of the picturesque 
stream which irrigates the valley. Here you have in a homely illustration a most valuable 
fact. By establishing and mabtaining a sound Church press you not only answer the 
statements of the enemy, but you also prevent the public mind being poisoned by those 
statements. Now I wish to mention, so far as I can in a very few moments, some of the 
few particulars in which we may all assist in this work. The first is in correspondence. 
When a statement is made in a letter, or even in a paragraph, in your local paper which 
you know to be injurious to the Church of England, answer that statement ; and if the 
editor refuses^admission to your letter, publish it in your own paper with the statement 
that the Nonconformist journal refused admission to your letter. Tour letter will be read, 
and the working men of the district will follow the correspondence with a keen interest, 
and they will be at once enlightened and instructed by your advocacy of that which is just 
and true and right. And if I may allude to what was said by a preceding speaker respecting 
anonymous writers, I will say this : When you state a fact give your name, because your 
name is the authority. When you set forth an argument you need not give your name, 
because the argument depends upon the reason contained in that argument and not upon 
the person who submits it to the judgment of the people. The next point is, I recognise 
the enormous power which the daily and the weekly and the local press gives to all public 
speakers. Upon the reports in those papers the life of all public men depends, and 
marvellous is the accuracy of the reports, and wondrous in the main their fairness. I 
believe there are few uses of the public press more valuable than that of dispersing 
amongst the public, through those organs, speeches delivered in questions of moment. The 
public of England; and especially of the West of England, have submitted to them day by 
day in these local journals, which we cannot on this platform sufficiently praise, the case of 
the Church of England as delivered in this room. That is surely a precious advantage to 
us, the advocates of the truth, an advantage of which I am certain we ought to make use 
in a judicious manner and in a spirit of self-restraint. The next point I desire to mention 
is the literary matter. That is an element which I am sure we cannot over value. There 
are the topics of the day published in the local journal, but I believe the public mind is 
instructed as much by those short paragraphs. Miscellanea, Literary News, and all the 
rest, which perhaps in the editor's room are called the '* padding ** of the paper. I would 
venture to say to all those who have to do with these matters, encourage Churchmen to 
throw their piety, their zeal, and their knowledge into literary composition. Dr. Arnold 
said years ago, **That which we require is not so much religious instruction as secular 
instruction given in a religious spirit," and I do most earnestly desire that the literary 
skill, the ability^ and the knowledge of our Churchmen be devoted to the press. Others 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Mr. F. 8. Powell. Rev. Ernest J, A. Fitz-Boy. 285 

will write in the press ; infidels and sceptics will do so, and if our pens are still, to whom 
is the editor to resort when he wishes to conduct his newspaper, his x)eriodicaI, or his 
jonmal in such a manner as not to be hostile to us 1 There is one more point which I 
wish to bring before jou as a member of the Executive of Church Institution. We hare a 
paper public^ed called '' The National Chureh,** of which are distributed every month no 
less than 33,ocx>. To my knowledge that paper is circulated amongst the artisans of our 
great towns, and there they find the inaccuracies of the anti-Church press and anti-Church 
speakers refuted. Perhaps there has been a great speech made by a local Boanerges which 
has stirred the town and created an agitatioit in the public mind. The next month the 
artisans of the town find the great idol destroyed by a quiet article in the '* National 
Church," headed "Nonconformist Facts.'' An artisan turns to the ** National ChurchI" 
and finds there is abundance of energy of combat with a cause he knows to be true, but for 
which he has around him but few advocates, and in which he becomes at onee more zealous 
and more firm, because he finds the gallantry and the number and the chivalry of tl^e 
leaden defending that cause in other towns. 



The Eev. Ernest J. A. Fitz-Roy. 

Or this matter, as on many others, I tfaink.it will be found that the truth lies between the 
two extremes. In a very long experience of literary work I have found that a certain number 
of persons attribute to the press, and to those connected with it, a most exaggerated import- 
ance ; but the vast mass of people, on the other hand, in the upper classes of society, and 
especially among Churchmen, and more especially still amongst clergymen, attribute to the 
press far less importance than it merits ; and in the few minutes allotted to me to-night I am 
not gomg to observe, as I might do, upon the marvellous manner in which clergymen and 
those interested in Church questions in various parts of the country, by simple negligence, 
refuse to bring before their brethren matters of vast interest. I venture to think that the 
iateresting circumstances brought before the Congress this afternoon by the member for 
West Kent were not generally known, and had even escaped the vigilant eye of my frie^d 
the editor of the '* National Church." My experience for many years has led me to notice 
that the country clergy imagine themselves too busy to supply newspapers with matters of 
interest. Thursday is a favourite day, for example, for church-openings; well, I have 
written to clergymen asking them to send an account of the opening or the consecration of 
their churches for publication on Saturday, and the reply is mostly to this effect : he is so 
** oppressed with work " — ^the immense work of opening this church— that he cannot possibly 
think of sending a special account He will send you the county paper a week after date, 
and imagine you have nothing to do but find the plums and serve them up for Churchmen. 
Such persons should reflect that right reverend prelates, noble lords in the Upper House, and 
members of the House of Commons are frequently in the habit, after delivering their 
•speeches, of correcting them for the press the same night ; and yet many country clergymen, 
who certainly are not more overworked than our legisfators, cannot find time, or they do 
not think it worth their while, to send a short, pithy paragraph about their own doings. 
What I desire to urge is the paramount duty and importance, to say nothing of self-interests, 
of the Church party throughout the country using theic,local press more than they do. I am 
glad to be speaking in a town where there is one pap^r of more than provincial reputation ; a 
paper with the politics of which I do not agree, but to the admirable manner in which it is 
conducted I can bear all the better testimony. Now, what is the reason of the success of the 
^'Western Morning News**1 If you except the Manchester papers, it is the only paper 
•deliyered in the House of Commons when the train comes up in the afternoon. Why is this 7 
Because the proprietors get early news. They do not put in news a week after date, when 
the schoolmaster or the organist has written out an elaborate paragraph for some paper, which 
no wise sub-editor can find room for unless he is exceedingly in want of news, and which, 
S inserted, is so long and tedious that no one would read it beyotad the immediate locality. 
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Our dissenting brethren and oar Roman Catholic brethren are far wiser. They do not 
treat the editors of newspapers as country clergymen and sqaires too frequently do. They 
treat them with the respect due to members of an educated profession. They ask them 
to attend their gatherings ; and the result is, the Dissenter has full and adequate aeoounts of 
what has taken place, whereas the country derycy, as a body, do not dream of doing any- 
thing of the sort But if the press is of great power, and who can doubt it ? our paramoont 
duty is to use our influence in our own locality, not merely to report from a selfish point 
of view, but to record any events lik^y to advance the Church's welfiure. The country 
clergy are not so much oppressed with their duties that they are not able to make friends 
with lan editor, so as to put matters of an interesting kind in a telling way in the local 
papers. That might be done with a very little expenditure of trouble or time, and very 
little wearing of his physical or mental faculties either. Search the columns of the Church 
newspapers. The newa' paragraphs are all, more or less, a repetition of the same thing ; 
one taken from another. To those behind the scenes in London it is well known that there 
are not more than two, or three, or four men in the metropolis who ever compile Church 
news at all ; and there are, I fear, very few clergy who have the wisdom of the permanent 
secretary of this Congress, who invariably supplies newspapers, not only in Cambridge but 
throughout the country, with matters of moment. If you will take that lesson home and 
think it out, we may, perhaps, find that interesting facts will be brought before the minds 
of the people in a manner they have never been hitherto ; not for the selfish aggrandise- 
ment of the individual parish, but for the edification of the entire Church, by placing 
before the world the way in which she is progressing in popular favour, that thereby others 
may be induced to do likewise. 

In conclusion, I wish my brethren t)f the clergy would sometimes read other organs than 
those with which they themselves specially sympathise and agree — that they would sometimes 
venture to read the Nonconformist newspapers, for example, and that very able paper the 
*' English Inde^ndent." They would then arrive, I think, at very different conclusions from 
those at which they are now in the habit of forming on partial evidence. They would arrire 
at the 9onclusion that while on the one hand it is worse than folly to attempt to deal with 
political Nonconformists, or expect that they can make terms with them, and they would 
learn on the other hand that there are religious Nonconformists who, though we may 
never hoi)e to draw them in their corporate capacity to ourselTcs, are by the very violence 
of the attack of their political brethren, more willing to listen to the sober counsel and 
godly wisdom of the Church of England. I remember when I was in New Zealand meeting 
with a former onxsXe of All Saints, Margaret Street, who was then vicar of a large parish 
in New Zealand ; and when the first mail arrived, he passed over to me the '* Nonconfor- 
mist " and the " Eecord" of that date ; and said, ** At All Saints we used to take in the Low 
Church and dissenting papers. " 1 venture to think if, in our rural deaneries, we were to sub- 
scribe to papers not of our views, clergymen of the Church of England would have, in the 
truest sense of the word, broader sympathies with what is passing in the world around 
them; and they would go forth in their Master's strength, conquering and to conquer; 
because they knew not merely the shibboleth of this party or that, but from what they 
learnt, not in their own favourite organs, but from public opinion, whether that opioion 
was right or wrong, they would be able so to direct their teaching as the most effectually 
to advance the cause of true religion. 



The Ret. Dr. Alfred T. Lee. 



Thisr is one special point on which I wish to make some observations. Though 
we have heard from very earnest and able speakers, who are well acquainted with the 
press, what the press in general should be, I do not think we have sufficiently considered 
what the duty of Churchmen in their several localities is to the press in that loaallty. 
From time to time we find in the local press very serious attacks made upon the Church, 
and no notice is taken of them. What I wish to ask Churchmen to do, is to keep a strict 
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watch over the local press. Every newspaper has its infloence. Many of those newspapers 
are in the h^ds of those who are not friendly to the Church. I know that many para- 
graphs are sent to these papers by persons unfriendly to the Church, and they are inserted ; 
whilst no paragraphs in favour of the Church are sent to them. The result is that, day 
after day« and week after week, a public prejudice is being formed against the Church in 
their localities, because Churchmen have neglected their duty. 

I think when we have an active and earnest press thus employed against the Church, 
we ought to be thoroughly alive to our duty. The last speaker advised the clergy to read 
the dissenting newspapers. I would advise you especially to read the ** English Labourer," 
in which, week after week, the Church is attacked. It is read by your people, and you 
should know what it says, and be prepared to tell the truth on those points on which false 
statements are so constantly being made. I think Churchmen and clergymen especially 
are by no means aware of the systematic plan in which literature adverse to the Church is 
being disseminated throughout their parishes. There exists in England an organisation of 
the moat perfect kind for supplying anti-church literature to our parishioners, I wish a 
similar organisation existed on the part of the Church. It could easily be so if Churchmen 
would be at the pains to provide it for themselves. I know that wherever periodicals 
which place before the people the facts of the day with regard to the Church are made 
knovni, they become popular with the working classes. Lately, in the neighbourhood of 
Leicester, a paper with which I am acquainted has gone up in a few weeks to 500 from a 
very low circulation. If Churchmen would do their duty in this matter, public opinion 
would be found to change, and if Churchmen went to work and invariably answered attacks 
on the Church in the local papers, the time is not far distant when public opinion would 
increase more and more in favour of the Church, and we should find a vast majority of the 
middle as well as of the upper and lower classes on its side. Then as regards the Church 
newspapers, of which we have heard so much, published in London, let no Churchmen in 
the country be led by the nose by his Church paper. Churchmen living out of town 
and seeing only their ow/i pet paper, are accustomed to make up their minds on a particular 
subject by what that paper tells them. I would earnestly ask them to look at the papers 
on the other side, whenever they are able to do so, and they would find their opinion a 
would be mollified, and they would be much sounder than they ofteu are. Then, again. 
Churchmen should make themselves acquainted with what the Dissenters are doing with 
their own people. Again and again I have mentioned to a clergyman what was taking 
place in his parish, and he has said, " Oh, it is not worth taking any notice of! " But I 
know that the Dissenters had been at the pains to circulate their own views on Church 
matters ; they had taken care that the clergyman's people should not be ignorant, and if 
there had arisen any local sore between the clergyman and his people, they rubbed it into 
the highest state of inflammation. If we would only look to the sources of these dangers 
and remove them, the Church would greatly benefit in every part of England. It is be- 
cause Churchmea will not co-operate with those who are endeavouring to supply sound 
information throughout the country that we find manjr of the local papers are passing 
into the hands of men who are hostile to the Church, and the result has been in many 
cases very detrimental to the interests of the Church in the country. I mention these 
things because they have specially come under my notice. In these days when so much is 
being done against the Church, it has become the bounden duty of every Churchman 
to defend its interests in his own locality. 

People are very fond of saying they cannot do things because they are difficult Lord 
Lyndhurst defined a difficulty to be " a thing to be overcome," and if Churchmen in their 
own locality find it a difficult thing to look after their local papers— if they would look 
upon it as their duty to the Church and the nation to do so, they would find the result would 
amply repay them for any trouble that they took. Therefore, I earnestly ask you in future 
never to see in your local paper any attack upon your Church that you are able to answer 
without dtting down and writing at once to the editor ; and in nine cases out of ten your 
reply wiU be inserted, and the injury that otherwise would have been done to the Church 
will be averted. 
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The Rev. James Hamilton. 

Ws commenced this eyening with a paper advocaking a sew weekly journal to drenlate 
amongst the million. After that we heard the advocacy of a new London paper not bo 
much for the million as prohably for the middle classes. Much has been said on both sidei 
and in behalf of both propositions ; bat we have not come to anything like a dedaion 
between them, and I want to recall the attention of this meeting if possible to the actual 
question that is before it, i.«., how best to use the press for the good of the Church. But 
in doing this I should like to say a word or two in favour of the existing London pai>er8. 
It is a common thing to say that the London papers are unfair in their treatment of public 
questions, or, as has been said here to-night, that their leaders are worthless ; because they 
are often written before the events occur, or the speeches which they criticise are made ; 
but I ventore to say, and I do not speak without personal knowledge of the subject, that 
the instances in which such a thing is done are very rare indeed, and I do not think that 
the gentleman who made that charge would be able to spot a single instance within his 
own knowledge. While I am speaking about that I should like to say a word in vindica- 
tion of anonymous writing. It has been said that if the writer's name were put to his 
article, as in some of our weekly and critical publications, it would carry exactly the 
weight it deserved and no more. 

But I press upon you in reply, that it is not the intention of a leading article or a review 
to carry the weight of the writer, but the weight of the paper. The person who wrote the 
article is not answerable for it, but the editor and conductor of the paper who, haying 
read it, and formed his estimate of it, stamped upon it his own imprimatur and sent it 
out to the public. 

Therefore you have the respectability of the paper, and the responsibility, the credit, and 
reputation of the editor stated upon the soundness, or at all events the supposed soundneas^ 
of the article of criticism. While I am speaking of this, I ask you not to think, as one 
previous speaker had almost led you to suppose, that all editors and conductors of papers 
are heathen men and publicans. Amongst the conductors of the London papers, I know 
that two are as good Churchmen, as regular frequenters of Church services, and as 
earnest in support of the Church as anybody in this room. From what I know on these 
points I am concerned that we should not nnder-rate the value to the Church, of the 
existing London daily press. As to whether a new paper shall be started which shall be 
superior to any others, and shall command the support of Churchmen because of its snp- 
port of Church principles, I simply say that a London paper is a thing of supply and 
demand ; and no matter what may be the line it takes, or the principles it advocates, if the 
paper is not wanted it will not sell, and if it is wanted it will sell. I venture to say Uiat 
the Church is very fairly served at present by the London papers. You must remember 
that the business of an editor when conducting a London paper is to treat all matters with 
equal fairness and if possible with equal copiousness, or, at all events, in some proportion 
to their public importance. It often happens, indeed, that an editor cannot give the Church 
and Church questions ^at prominence which many Church people would desire, or which 
he might desire himself, and it may be that in criticising in a leading article, or otherwise, 
some Church movement, the writer falls short of what some would have him say, but the 
reason is not that he is unfair to the Church, but that he is accustomed to look at public 
affairs with a larger eye than the ordinary reader does,because he has to take into considera- 
tion a great many points which the readers of the paper are not called upon to entertain, 
and he has to regulate what he says according to circumstances. Very often he cannot say 
all he would like to say, but what he does.say is mostly honest and good. But, even if other- 
wise, I venture to think that adverse newspaper- criticism is often very good for the Church ; 
and my belief is, that if a paper were started which was supposed to hold a brief for the 
Church, the moral influence of that paper would be very small indeed ; and I cannot too 
strongly urge upon this Congress that when a paper, not necessarily a Church paper, but 
connected with politics and all the current events of the day, gives its independent support 
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to the Cfanrcli, tliat support is mnch more Talnable to the Church than the support of 
any journal oould be which was bound by some compact with its supporters to uphold the 
Ohuroh under all circumstauces. A thick-and-thin supporter of the Church would not 
be an aoquisitiony but it would be impossible even if it were. You cannot support a paper 
apart from commercial considerations, and you may depend upon it that no strictly Church- 
paper, as such, will ever pay. Some of you remember, I daresay, that once there was a 
paper "^niiioh hkd a very high reputation, and which was in the hands of the most gifted men 
of the day. It advocated Church principles with a power and^ eloquence that have never 
been eieeeded since — I mean the *' Morning Chronicle." At the time it was in the hands of 
Mr. Sidney Herbert, Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Beresford Hope, andlbelieyealsoof Lord Lyttel- 
ton, and other equally able and important 'persons, you remember how ably it rin- 
dicated Church principles. Tou remember also that for twenty years it has been dci^d 
and buried, and that, too, in spite of all the money and ability brought to support it. 
We must remember that if people approre of a principle advocated by a particular paper, 
that paper will pay ; but if they do not, it will not pay ; but the few advocates of an un- 
popular principle, as Churoh principles sometimes are, are not sufficiently numerous to 
suppcnt the bringing out of a daily paper. Therefore, I will just say this, whether you 
start a new paper or not, you must not expect to build up such a paper upon the discredit 
of existing London journals, because, on the whole, they have dealt very fairly to the 
Chnrch considering how very unfairly the Church is usually disposed to deal with them. 
Whatever the daily papers write in behalf of the Church, they get no thanks for it ; and 
the Church still goes on considering the press as its worst enemy. On the whole, the 
opinion I venture to submit to this meeting is, that a weekly paper someiliing on the model 
suggested by my friend and neighbour the iirst speaker, is not so Utopian as a subsequent 
speaker made it appear; and that anyhow is less Utopian than that same gentleman's own 
description of a London paper — where all the articles were " weighed in tlie balanceaof the 
sanctuary," and all the tone of the paper was derived from the New Testament — I say 
that is impossible. You cannot weigh these things in those scales. But get upright men 
with upright principles and they will write articles accordingly. Be content, therefore, 
with your daily paper as you have it now, and establish, if you can, a good weekly paper, 
and work that ; bat do not think you can possibly influence the Church politics of England 
from any centre in London or elsewhere. You must distribute the force over the whole 
island ; and if you keep that paper up to the mark in some such way as that proposed by 
the first speaker, you will have done a great work, and have added to the Church's power 
of impressing the people. But let the clergy beware of trusting too much to newspapers, 
or secondary helps of any kind ; let them remember that in every one of their parishes 
they have in their own hands a power j^eater than all the powers of the press. Their work, 
their faithfulness, their labours, the sacraments they administer, and their adaptation of 
the Church and all its ministrations to the wants of the people, will do far more towards 
the evangelisation of the masses and the formation of sound public opinion than all the 
publications of the press weekly or daily put together. 



The Eev. Sydney Thelwall. 



I TEmnrna to think that we have only had a portion of the subject discussed tlus evening; 
The question before us is ** Periodical Literature and the Daily Press." We have had the 
daily press discussed in abundance, but periodical fiteratnre has hardly, if at all, been 
toudied. I do not mean to say that it becomes a humble country parson like me to have 
much to say upon such a subject as this ; I am no orator as Brutus is, but^ as you all may 
see, a- plain blunt man. I do think it becomes us all to take a very deep and lively 
nt^est in the whole of this question ; te my mind it is one of the most important 
questions brought before this Congress, and I am rather surprised to see that the attend- 
anoe is not larger than it is. We have had very valuable suggestions made ; we have had 
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our ignorance bronght before ns in a waj that I hope we shall find instroctiTe, especiaUy 
by one speaker who has been for some time connected with the press, and let ns a little ^ 
into the secrets of the editor's room. But with all that the question of periodical literature 
has hardlj been touched. It ^eems to me that the magazine literature, as it may be called 
of the time is, perhaps, as important a feature of it as the newspaper literature. People 
look out for their &TOurite magazine, and we are deluged with them, for their fayourlte 
tale in it, and, perhaps, for nothing else ; and I cannot but think this feeding of the appetite 
-nith monthly tales, often founded on immoral incidents, is a rery serious evil, and ao evil 
with which we ought to grapple. If we cannot grapple with it in any way, if the power 
of counteracting the worse than trash thus palmed off on the public hoe redUy gone from 
the Church of England, which I venture to hope is not the case, then, indeed, it is an evil 
day for us. There ia one remedy, to a certain extent, at hand. We may endearour by 
wnatever means lie in our way to show to those in whom we are interested and over whom 
we have personal influence, the danger which arises from such reading and the way in 
which such reading, even if it is not absolutely objectionable in itself^ yet fritters away 
the time which might be more profitably employed in solid reading, and tends to give 
people a little smattering of knowledge which fully verifies what Pope, I think, has told 
us— 

" A little knowledge is a dangerous thing ; 
Drink deep, or taste not the Fierion spring." 

With gard to this periodical literature, I am sorry to say I have no adequate suggestion 
to offer. I wish I had, but I will leave it to any who may be able to follow up these 
hints. 

With regard to the newspaper literature— I think this ought to be taken into aoconnt. 
The English appetite craves for its daily newspaper, as it craves for its breakfast. Conse- 
quently the writers and editors are enormously overworked. Very little sympathy is felt 
for them, very little consideration is apt to be shown by most of ns for the enormous 
difficulties under which they labour. I have long thought that if we mtist have daily 
papers we must have daily lies. It is a necessity of the case ; and, as one whose name I 
may venture to mention even in a Church Congress, Mr. Spurgeon, has put it, a lie makes 
its way round the world while truth is putting its boots on. Now, this circulation of lies 
does enormous harm to our country, and to the newspaper writers and editors themselves. 
A great deal of allowance must be made for them, because they have very often no time to aift 
the truth or the falsehood of that which comes before them ; and especially, if a correspond- 
ent sends his card as a guarantee of the accuracy of the " facts " stated, the editor has no 
choice. At the same time the editors of magazines and newspapers should remember that 
there is a great responsibility resting upon them. There is, again, an enormous tempta- 
tion arising from the habit of anonymous writing, whether in newspapers or in magazines, 
and, I venture to think, in spite of a defence of anonymous writing which we heard from a 
recent speaker, it tends to lower the sense of personal responsibility, to give a fictitions 
importance to what we write, and to lower the honesty of the English character. If 
that is once lowered (and I fear it has. been gradually lowering for many years), -woe 
betide us ! 

With regard to the vile publications which one hardly likes to name, I ask, whose fault 
is \p that they ezist at all ? We had at one time law6 against blasphemy, but we repealed 
them, I think in the year iSii. We neglected the warnings given us at that time of the 
•consequences, and the result is, we are deluged with a hideous literature, with regard to 
which all we can say is, that the oonUnuance of it without bringing down the judgments of 
^tod upon us, is only a fresh proof of the inexhaustible patience which is one of <^e most 
wond^ul features of the Divine character and nature. 

< Yet, while I think of all this, I cannot help giving utterance to one reflection whioh the 
whole of my attendance at this Congress has forced upon me. We are met in a diocese 
once graced by the presence of a Joseph Hall— one of the most witty and powerful 
assailants, by the way, which anonymous writui|[ has ever hadr-«ud I would speak as one 
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ought to speak who rememb«:« that he has been preceded, perhaps in these very streets of 
Plymouth, by such a man as that — one of the greatest ornaments the Ohnrch of England 
has ever had. The thought, then, that forces itself upon my mind, speaking as I desire 
to dc^ solemnly as in the presence of Almighty God, and with all these memories that 
cluster round us in this place, is this — too late. The Church of Bngland seems to be too 
late in the field for . eveiything. Here we have had speaker after speaker saying that 
the Dissenters, or the Boman Catholics, or this or that section, has occupied the field before 
us, and we are ''bustUng up with unsuccessful speed" as the poet says, and yet with no 
unity in our councils. I cannot help tMnkisg one reason lies in those '* unhappy diyisions " 
that separate us. The Church of Bngland is at variaace within itself, and how are we to 
make progress while that is the case 1 



Mr. Thomas Layman, of St. Alban's. Holborn. 

I PRBTBND to no Special knowledge of this interesting subject. The only claims I have 
arise from the £ftct that I have been most forcibly impressed by some very able argtiments 
that have been addressed to you ; and by the kindness of the chairman I am allowed to put 
this suggestion before you. It is that you should, as mueh as in you lies, carefully cultiyate 
the habit of reading both sides of the question. So &r as this applies to those who are 
external to the Church, there is no doubt that more or less it has been the habit of most 
of us, I think I may say — I believe that most intelligent Englishmen are in the habit, 
either by actually reading, or by contact with those with whom they differ — of acquiring a 
moderately fair knowledge of the opinions of those who are external to the Church. But 
one or two of the speakers have brought before you the fact that there exists a difference of 
opnion within the Church itself, and this difference of opinion is made use of very largely 
and very effectively by those who do not love the Church, as one of the greatest blots upon 
the character of the Church, and we feel ourselves that this division is one of the very 
greatest difficulties %hich the Church has herself to contend with. . The suggestion, then, 
that I wish to offer is, that you should fairly read what is stud by those who are within 
our own Church, and give a fiskir consideration to the arguments each party uses for its own 
position. It cannot be denied that of recent years a very active school has grown up vrithin 
the Church, and its existence is threatened by others within the Church who have, perhaps, 
by virtue of longer prescriptisn, a greater right there. I am not going tot say one word 
about the mode in which the ri^t of the existence of this school is called in question. It 
might be a little more tenderly expressed, and if it had been, it certainly would have been 
more lovingly received. But let that pass. What I have to say is this— ^if you are to hear 
what others think and feel who are different from yonrseiyes, you must allow that other 
party a £Eur stand-point within the Church of England. Ton must not come before them 
and suggest that their position is one which would justify the use of hard words at all. 
You m^st bring yourselves to think, however difficult the task may be, that that younger 
and more active taid aggressive school has honesty of purpose, and a consciousness, so far as 
they know their own position, that they are fcurly, honestly, and truly within the Church 
of England. As I imderstand the question, it is the influence which the daily j^reaB and 
periodical literature have upon the interests of the Church, and if that influence is to be 
fairly exercised upon those who are without, it seems to me that the most interesting 
question will be how to make ourselves at one with each other. Surely the Church needs 
all the talen.t and all the ability of all its members ; and now that my views are telled in 
question^ I will say that the ability, the cleverness, the literary skill of the *' Church 
Times " have been {Hroclaimed before us this evening with applause. If, then, -that ability 
and skill which have been acknowledged by a speaker who is able to judge, exists on one 
side or for on^ section of the Church, I put it to you as Englishmen of common-sense, would 
not you be acting wisely and well in enlisting this literary ability and skill for all classes 
of the Church indiscriminately 1 I simply put this one idea before you. I had no idea 
of qteakingy but it came strongly upon me, that if yon wish to present a solid front to those 
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whom I will sot call the eneffiy^-people of my opinions do not call Nonconformists hard 
names ; many of ns were bioaght np Konconformists, and in some cases members of onr own 
ffonilies are Nonccmformists still — but if yon wish to present a solid front that shall carry 
yoa on with a great impttw in the stmggle against ignoranoe, sloth, and sin, then coodder 
whether the active, dever, and young school that has grown np recently within the Church 
has not a good right to be there lawf ally ; a good right according to the law of this Church 
and realm. 



The Rev. R. 0. Billing. 

No more important question has been brought under the consideration of Congress than 
this— onr relation to the daily press and to periodical literature. I had not the oppor- 
tunity of hearing all the opening papers, and I do not know what was said by Mr. Bullock 
as to the localisation of magazines, a work in which he has rendered as much good service 
as Mr. Erskine Clarke before him ; but I believe we have never fiilly realised the great mis- 
chief done by the periodical literature which has been circulated so widely, especially among 
^e young. We have heard from Mr. JBrskine Clarke of the mischief which is being done by 
the Sunday newspaper. Nothing makes one's heart ache more than to see this jMper passed 
under the door, or thrown down the areas, as we are on our way to onr early serrice. We 
have also to contend against such sensational literature as the '* Police News," which has 
a wonderful circulation, and it is impossible to exaggerate the mischief that is done by it. 
Then, as many of you are aware, there is a great deal of most dangerous and degrading 
literature circulated amongst the young. It is wonderful at what a cheap rate these perio- 
dicals are supplied, and how difficult it is to substitute anything in their place. I do 
believe a great deal of mischief is being done in this way, mischief beyond what even the 
best informed are aware ot One way of counteracting this evil is by the localisation of 
sound and good magazines. There is no better way for the clergymen, or rather for the 
lai^ who come to help the clergymen, than to " localise " some useful and interesting 
Church periodical, and take care to obtain for it a large and wide circulation. I am pre- 
pared to confess I only wish there were not so many magazines. I belieye we are great 
readers in the present day rather than great thinkers, and danger arises from people 
taking up their opinions secondhand without studying them out for themselves. But, then, 
we ABB magazine readers, and we cannot hope to change, in this respect, the public taste. 
The best we can do is to provide wholesome, instead of impure periodical literature. I 
expect, after all that has been said to-day, the '* Church Times " or the "Bock" will ;iot 
lose one weekly subscriber, and after all we might say about the periodical literature, we 
shall each one be taking in as usual our weekly or monthly periodicals. I-entirely agree 
with what has been said with regard to the supply of information to. the local press. We 
Church people are rather behindhand in the matter. People look to newspapers, and 
want to see what is going on in our different parishes, and if they see that the members of 
other communities are more active than we are, then^we fall in their estimation. I think 
we ought to be careful just to show that Churchmen are alive, and awake, and doing some- 
thing. I am quite sure of this, it is very desirable to correct any damaging and eihroneous 
reports which may be. put. into circulation by the newspapers. I remember hearing it 
stated at a ruri-deanal chapter of an eminent member of the present administration, that 
he had not long before laid the foundation-stone of a Unitarian chapel. I felt sure it waa 
ncorrect, but one present said : " I have seen it in the paper." I ventured, from what I 
knew of the noble lord, to contradict that statement. I then wrote to him, and bis 
answer was, '* I never was in my life in the town in question, nor Have I, or any member 
of my family, within my recollection, ever laid the foundation-stone of any building not in 
connection with the Church of England." It was very deshrable that such a stoiy should 
be confuted. Let me say in conclusion, that with all our education and all onr reading, I 
fear, too often, the Word of Qod is being neglected, if not altogether kid aside. This is 
a great evU. We should wlm in all we prints and in all we put into drcalation, to lead up 
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the minds of the readers to the written Word of God. All that will help them better 
to understand by explaining and illustrating what is written and induce them to study 
the Bible, will confer upon them a great and inestimable benefit. I wish we We more 
Bible-readers and Bible-students, than we are. Let us endearour to lead up the people 
more and more to the fount of infinite wisdom. 



The Rev. Qt. B. Simeon. 



I WISH to descend to a practical suggestion. I do not think some people care what 
they read as long as they read what is put into their hands, any more than they oare what 
they driok as long as it is called beer. I do not see at all why we should not be perfectly 
able to keep going a simple and cheap periodical, fall of a great deal that is useful and 
amusing, which, I am perfectly certain, our poor people will read just as readily as they will 
read any paper they meet with in the street. They do not care, as a matter of fiiot, about 
the opinions of the leading articles. They like a good array of sensational things; and 
there are plenty of sensational things that are good as well as bad. If we will only give 
them something that is interesting and useful, they will read it ; and poor people would 
spend their Sunday evenings reading such publications, as they now spend them in reading 
*** Lloyd's Weekly Newspaper.'* It seems to me we ought to make much greater use of our 
parish magazines; and everybody who has not a parish magazine in the parish ought to have 
one. Those who have tried it know perfectly how eagerly, week after week or month 
after month, people -c6me with their penny for the magazine; and their eagerness shows 
their delight to have it. As to the children of the upper classes, if they were properly 
supplied with good wholesome magazines, such as the '* Magazine for the Young" and the 
*< Monthly Packet," they would be in much less danger of learning a vast deal of evil that 
they now learn. These are my suggestions— that everybody should have a parish maga- 
zine — that if there is any periodical full of interest, with useful hints about agriculture, 
cookery, housekeeping, and so on, it should be brought within the reach of the people by 
the parish priest. 



Arohdbacon Embby. 

I BXXBXBXK a remark once made by the Bishop of Winchester about grumbling. He sud 
he thought the English nation was improving, and that it was really a very strong and vigor- 
ous nation because it was always grumbling ; and the reason of the grumbling was because it 
always wanted to improve. I suppose that our complaints of the press, and our grief that 
we have not this, that, and the other, arise really from the desire to improve. But to 
take the other side, we have a great mass of valuable literature, good periodicals, and 
vrholesome literature circulating through the country, and we should like it to go forth 
from the Congress to the large army of those, who, in this country, are doing their best to 
permeate the population with good and interesting literature, that we appreciate their 
labours. For instance— let me mention two or three papers that have a large circulation, 
and which are doing a great deal of spiritual good. We Churchmen, I hope, take the line 
of not being narrow in our sympathies, and we can appreciate valuable literature, even if 
it be literature not decidedly and strictly on a Church basis. Let me mention the 
" Leisure Hour," the '* Sunday at Home/' '* Good Words," and periodicals of that kind. . 
I think " Old Jonathan," and serials of that sozt, are doing an immense amount of good. 
Our poor people are taking them in, and will continue to do so. Now, to grumble a little. 
I wonder why the Christian Knowledge Society cannot bring out as good a paper as the 
Beligious Tract Society 1 It is a great reflection on us as Churchmen that it does hot. I 
am convinced that there are good writers of spirit who would undertaketo help us to bring 
out a deddedly good Church periodical if they were properly paid for it. Sometimes we fail, 
because we expect our good papers to be written for nothing. Let me say another word 
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about the editors of coniitry newspapers, of whom I Iiaye more knojrledge than I have of 
editors of town papers. I mnst say, the editors of our country papers (and I doubt not 
it is the same with London editors), are most ready to give their readers information which 
is supplied from sources upon which they can rely. Mention was made by one of the 
speakers of some work I have been able to do quietly through the press, and I can look 
back with great satis&ction and pleasure to many movements within the last twelye or four- 
teen years which have been greatly forwarded by what has appeared to be an unknown 
hand, out, really, through the kindness of the Tarions editors in giving information which 
I have sent, and so carrying it forward through the kingdom. I have the particular 
things to which I allude clearly in my own mind, but I am not goiog to trouble you with 
them. I would say to the clergy in country towns and districts, if you send information 
to papers, do not send it merely to your own particular papers. In Cambridge we have 
our liberal paper on one side, and our conservative paper on the other ; but I have always 
found the editors of both papers most anxious to put in any Church or religious news I 
d^red to give ; but if I went to one editor, and said — Tours is my favourite paper, and 
t will only give this to you, I should expect the other editor would be greatly offended^ 
and properly so. You will find sometimes to your surprise, that the editors and writers 
in those papers of which you think the least are, perhaps, the best Churchmen we have. I 
remember going into the office of one paper which I know is thought little of by many 
Churchmen, and rather opposed. By some casual remark, I drew out this from a very 
important person connected with the paper—'* I tell you what it is, we are quite as good 
Churchmen on this side of the question as those you think so much of on the other side.'' 
Therefore, I say to the clergy— do not be lazy; send good information, not too long but 
pithy, and send it to all'the papers of your district. I believe in the power of tlie press, 
and it would be a disgraceful thing, I think, to have it said of us, if it could be said with 
truth, that most of us who have been to a university, and are looked upon as literary 
persons, were backward in supplying useful information to our people. I think one of the 
results of a friendly debate like this, on which we have had so many views of the question 
brought forward, will be that the clergy, and those who have any power in writing, will 
feel it a real duty, a Christian as well as a Church duty, to do what they possibly can ta 
supply the press on all sides with good, useful, and interesting news upon Church and 
social questions. I merely rose to speak a good word on behalf of the really inmiense 
amount of good literature which I am sure is being circulated, and which is doing a vast 
amount of good through this country, and which this debate will help to increase and 
farther improve. 
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THURSDAY EVENING, ^th OCTOBER. 



The RiGnT Rsv, the President took the Chair at Half-past 
Seven o'clock. 



SUBSIDIARY MEETING, 
SPECIAL MINISTKATIONS TO THE SICK. 



The President. 

I BOPS the Congress will not think that I am asking anything improper when I heg yon to 
consider what a very solemn and serious subject this is — more so, I believe, than any- 
thing we have, or are, to discuss. I think it will be more appropriate to a Congress 
of the Church of Christ, that we show that we feel this too solemn a time to indulge in 
tumultuous applause or tumultuous expressions of disapproval. I do not want to suppre&s 
all expressions of feeling^ but I do hope we shall be very quiet. 



PAPERS. 
The Rev, Canon Hoare. 



I understand from the wording of this subject that I am not to con- 
sider the habitual visitation of chronic invalids, but the special ministry 
required by special cases, by those, i.e,, of an urgent and exceptional 
character, involving special interests, and requiring special treatment. 

I take it for granted also that by a ^' special ministration '' is not in- 
tended the use of the service for the visitation of the sick. According to 
the 67th Canon, that service is intended only for those who are not 
preachers. The minister is there directed '* to instruct and comfort the 
sick in their distress, according to, the order of the communion book, if 
he be no preacher ; or, if he be a preacher, then as he shall think most 
useful and convenient.'' As it is the nature of all liturgies to be general^ 
not special, the preacher, will clearly not consider himself bound to use any 
liturgy in his special ministrations. He must enter the sick-room per- 
fectly unfettered, and, with as much human sympathy as possible, must 
throw his whole soul into the soul of the sufferer. If his ministry is to 
be of value there must be adaptation in it ; he must, therefore, endeavour 
to reaUse the particular wants of each' individual, and then make use of 
all his own resources in the hope of supplying them. 
, Of course,, as time passes on, the clergyman of a large parish will see 
an almost infinite variety of character; but the majority of special cases 
may be grouped in three divisions, those in which there is special trtcU^ 
special difficulty, or special anxiety, 

I. Special tried, — ^All illness hus its trials, but in many instances the 
trial is exceptionally great. Some terrible accident has taken plaee, or 
the sufferer is racked by agonising pain, or the illness is accompanied by 
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heavy care. The father, the bread-winner, knows that the maintenance 
of his family is dependent on his life ; or the loving mother looks on her 
little ones, and wonders what will become of them when she is gon& 

In our special ministrations to such persons there must be, in the first 
place, an intense and tender sympathy. By sympathy I do not mean 
kindness or pity, but that which our Lord has shown to ourselves, a 
oneness with the sufferers in 'their trial. It is a good practice before we 
commence our ministrations to ask ourselves the question. What should 
we feel if we were in their circumstances ? and then endeavour by God's 
grace to say that which we think would help us if we ourselves were the 
sufferers. It is a good plan also, before we kneel down in prayer, to ask 
the sufferer whether there is anything for which he would wish us 
particularly to pray./ By so doing we are enabled to pray not merely 
for him but with him, and to help him to cast on the Lord the real 
burden of his heart. 

But there must be more than sympathy, for the ministration, however 
sympathising, will be of very little power if it is not based on a sound 
scriptural foundation. If a person is safe in the Lord Jesus and abid- 
ing in His grace, no trial crushes him. I have had it said to me by a 
poor sufferer in dreadful agony, when she had learned to know the Lord, 
'* Even my pain feels quite different" It may be necessary, therefore, and 
often is, to turn the thoughts away from the particular trial in order to 
make sure of the reconciliation to God. Till that point is settled there will 
be no strong consolation imparted to the soul, and it is vain to speak of 
comfort while the poor soul is still in doubt respecting mercy. It is the 
accepted believer that can enjoy the comfort of the Holy Ghost. When, 
therefore, we want, to act as comforters, the shortest and surest method 
very frequently is to let the trial remain out of sight for a time, and to 
go direct in the first instance to the foundation subject of acceptance 
with God. 

II. Special ministrations in cases of special difficulty. — ^The difficulty 
may arise with the friends. The friends and relatives are often dread- 
fully averse to a ministerial visit. They often do all they can to keep us 
out ; they say the patient is asleep, or tired, or too ill to be seen, or 
forbidden by the doctor to see any one ; and so the clergyman may go 
again and again to the door without being admitted, although in many 
cases the poor sufferer has been anxiously looking for a visit, and wonder- 
ing why his clergyman did not come to visit him. Such friends do veiy 
wrong and act very foolishly. I have known many instances in which 
the pastoral visit has not merely brought peace to the soul, but has been the 
turning point in the recovery of the body. When the spiritual anxiety has 
been removed and the soul set at rest, the health has been restored. 
But there is no convincing the injudicious friends of this, and the only 
thing to be done is to tire them out by kind and prayerful perseverance. 

But no difficulties are so great as those with which we sometimes meet 
in the sufferer himsel£ Sometimes he is a sceptic, sometimes utterly indif- 
ferent, and sometimes hardened in prejudice, so that, if he could, he would 
avoid the visit The visitation of such persons in illness is most important, 
for there is often no other opportunity of reaching them. But it is very 
difficult In some cases the sick can bear but very little, so that little 
must be exactly to the point There is no power for discussion, and 
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generally very little use in it, unless it be a simple explanation to remove 
a difficulty; and as for appealing. to the fears of such persons, it is in 
most cases perfectly useless, for they have grown callous to fear. I believe 
there is nothing to be done but (o pour into their souls the blessed message 
of the love of Christ ; for t^ere is a power iu hope and love when fear has 
become powerless. You may prove a man guilty till he hates your visit, 
and hardens his heart against all you say ; but if you set the Lord Jesus 
Christ before his soul in all the fulness of redeeming love, you may have 
the joy of seeing the conscience awakened, and the hard, stubborn heart 
melted to the most touching and tender* repentance, while the thankful 
soul rests in peace on that blessed Saviour, whom throughout life it has 
neglected and despised. 

ILL Special ministratians m cases of special anxiety, — It is the very 
common effect of illness to bring out later anxieties, so that those who 
appeared to get on with tolerable cox]afort in the time of health, are filled 
with fear wl^en they find themselves on what they think may be their 
deathbed. 

In our ministrations to such persons we have to consider the cause of 
their distress. 

This is very often ignorance of the great fundamental principles of the 
€k)spel. There are thousands of persons, not merely amongst the careless, 
but amongst those who are really conscientious and in earnest, who are 
still ignorant of the way of life. This ignorance is so common, that I 
believe that, in all cases, it is our first duty to make sure of our ground, 
by presenting to the anxions man a full, clear, distinct, and fearless state* 
ment of the great salvation as God's free gift through the finished atone- 
ment by a blessed Lord and Saviour. 

The anxiety frequently arises from the great difficulty of application or 
appropriation. A great number are just like a poor man who once said 
to me, " I know it all, but I cannot get hold of it." I have known people 
wonderfully helped with reference to this difficulty by a simple statement 
of the order of God's gifts. As a general rule, they almost all are under the 
idea that they must first be holy, and then forgiven ; and it has sometimes 
been perfectly marvellous to see the anxiety melt away before the sacred 
truth, that, according to the covenant of God,, they must be first forgiven, 
and then made holy as the consequence. But after all, the power of 
appropriation does not consist in the correct statement of truth. It is 
truth applied by God the Holy Ghost that can really bring peace ; and 
if the anxious soul is to rest in the love of God, we must never forget that 
His love must be '^ shed abroad iu the heart by the Holy Ghost which is 
given us.'* 

Sometimes this anxiety is occasioned by the thought of some particular 
act^ as our Prayer-book describes it, " a weighty matter " that weighs, 
like the sin of David, a burden on the conscience too heavy to be bbnw. 
These are cases in which it is most desirable that the poor sufferer should 
open his grief *' to some discreet and learned minister of Gk)d's Word." I 
would be the last to advocate either a general confession, or a necessary 
confession, or hahituai confession, or what some term a sacramenial com- 
fession, for I find nothing of the kind either in my Bible or my Prayer* 
book. But if a person believes that there is some weighty matter which 
£but8 him out from the hope of «tern£^ life, I would not besitate for one 
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moment in urging snch an one to open his grief, and make tbe frank 
acknowledgment of bis sin. If a person says to me, '' If you knew what 
I know, you would not think I could be saved," I answer at once, " Then 
tell me what it is, and I will tell you whether, according to €h)d's holy 
Word, there is hope." This, I believe to be the meaning, and the only 
meaning, of the rubric, " Here shall the sick person be moved to make a 
special confession of his sins, if he feels his conscience troubled with any 
weighty matter." And such an acknowledgment of the particular trouble 
I Idiieve to be of the utmost value to those who have a hidden care 
eating like a cankerworm into their jsoul. 

But if yon want a person thus to open his grief, you must get him alone. 
I am exceedingly jealous of too many private interviews with 'clergymen. 
I believe that the habit of being frequently closeted with a clergyman for 
a private interview is in all cases most undesirable, and in the case of 
young clergymen and young women, infinitely dangerous. But in special 
ministrations, there are special needs, and if the conscience is burdened by 
some weighty matter, it is generally of no use whatever to attempt to deal 
with a secret grief in the presence of friends. They will often interrapt 
you by their tiresome, though kindly intended, interference ; and their 
presence will always prevent the sick man speaking with freedom 
about that which weighs on his heart. Bat while I say this, I must 
repeat the caution — If the sick person be a young lady, or a young woman 
in any rank of life, let the young clergyman not attempt such ministration 
himself, but call in the aid of some person of greater age and more ex- 
perience. We do not want sentiment, but healthy, strong, and independent 
faith. 

But now, suppose that we know the special cause of anxiety in any 
particular case, what next? what are we to do? We may answer this 
question by another. What does the poor man want ? What is it that will 
bring peace to his soul ? He clearly wants to be assured that God's great 
salvation reaches even to him, nothwithstanding the weighty matter that 
troubles him. He wants to be forgiven by God, and assured that he may 
trust God for that forgiveness. In other words, he wants both forgiveness 
and assurance. As to XYlq forgivene98 — ^tbat is given simply and solely by 
God Himself As Hooker says, <' The act of sin God alone remitteth/' 
and, ^' concerning the punishment of sin ; as none else hath power to cast 
body and soul into hell fire, so none hath power to deliver either besides 
Him/' vi. 6, 8. Our part, therefore, is " to declare and pronounce " to 
the sin-burdened soul God's plan of pardon, and to show him that the 
power of the atoning blood extends even to the weighty matter that weighs 
on his conscience. In some cases we may bring Scripture to bear on the 
particular sin that troubles him, as e.g., if he Las been a backslider, we may 
quote the words, '^ I will heal their backslidings, I will love them freely, 
for Mine anger is turned away &om him." But when that cannot be 
done, we may proclaim the whole message of reconciliation, and show from 
Scripture its direct application to the special cause bf special distress. 

But, as I have just said, the poor man requires not merely forgiveness, 
but the OBmrance to his own soul that he is forgiven.. And now I am 
brought to a subject which; I approach with great reluctance, because I 
fear it may excite a controversy, and what we want to do to-day is to help 
each other in a great practical duty, and not to run off into a controversial 
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discussion. If, therefore, I say anything at variance with the opinions of 
any present, I can assure them that I do not do so in the spirit of antago- 
nism, but simply because the subject appears to be forced upon me ; and I 
do not think I should be doing my duty if I was not honestly to say what 
I really think about it. I do not hesitate, therefore, to say that I believy 
the real value of ministerial absolution to be that it may help the assur- 
ance. We cannot confer forgiveness, but we may help to assure the 
forgiven man. As Hooker says, " As for the ministerial sentence of private 
absolution, it can be no more than a declaration of what God hath done ; it 
hath but the force of the prophet Nathan's absolution, ' Qod hath taken 
away thy sin/ " vi. 6, 8. I wish that this distinction was more generally 
observed in the use of the form of absolution in the service for the visitation 
of the sick. In the first part of that form it is perfectly clear ; for while 
there is the stdtement that the Lord Jesus Chfist has left power to His 
Church to absolve, there is the prayer that He Himself in His own mercy 
may forgive. Besides which, the absolution by the Church is most strictly 
and carefully limited in that form to those " who truly repent and believe 
in Him," to those, that is, who are already forgiven through His blood. The 
Church, therefore, does not claim any authority to forgive, and all that it 
professes to do is to absolve, or to declare. But still there are those, of 
whom I freely acknowledge I am one, who are not prepared, even with 
that distinction clearly before them, to make use of the latter part of that 
form, and to say, "I absolve thee from thy sins." If absolution were simply 
the remission of Church discipline and restoration to the holy Communion, 
|hen, of course, I could say so without a diflficulty ; but it clearly means 
more than that, and a sick-room is not the place for distinction or expla- 
nation. So that when I remember the confusion there is in people's minds 
between absolution and forgiveness, when I consider how many persons 
appear to regard absolution as the mode of granting forgiveness instead of 
the declaration of it when granted, and when I reflect on the . tendency 
there is to substitute some outward act of man for the unseen action of 
Opd Himself, I see so great a danger of being understood in a sense that 
I wholly repudiate, that I make the frank and honest admission that for 
DQy own part I never use those words. As a preacher 1 am not directed 
to do so, but am instructed by the canon to exercise my own discretion. 
When, therefore, I am called to minister to troubled souls, and to help 
those whom I believe to be forgiven into the assurance of that forgiveness, 
I prefer to act on the exhortation in the communion service with refer- 
ence to those under similar diflficulties, " that by the ministry of God's 
Holy Word they may receive the benefit of absolution together with ghostly 
counsel and advice ; " I prefei: to direct the whole attention to the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself as revealed in Scripture, and to keep myself and my 
own judgment completely out of sight. In God's Word there is a certainty 
that there can never be in any act or word of man. It brings a person 
into direct contact with the Lord Jesus Christ Himself ; and thus, when 
applied by God the Holy Ghost, it leads, as I may truly say I have seen 
It lead in unnumbered instances, to a happy, holy, peaceful, loving assur- 
ance, as solid, as well-grounded, and as undoubting, as if the anxious soul 
had heard from the lips of the Lord Himself the sacred words, *' Son, thy 
•ins be forgiven thee." 
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J. WiCKHAM Lkgg, Esq., M.D., F.ILO.P., F.S.A. 

When some months ago, I was honoured by the request of the committee 
of the Church Congress to read a paper on Ministrations to the Sick, I at 
once felt that I was called upon to deal with one of the most difficult 
subjects proposed to be discussed in the Congress. It is a matter which has 
naturally filled some part of my thoughts for many years past ; but about 
which it is hard to make up one's mind ; and the remarks which I am 
about to offer are merely tentative ; and should be looked upon, not as 
definite propositions, but simply as suggesting materials for further 
discussion. « 

I would begin by excluding cases of chronic sickness. For persons 
suffering in this way the ordinary exercises proper to the whole seem to 
be well fitted, and no change in kind appears to be desirable, unless, indeed, 
some shortening of the time spent in prayer be allowed, should the powers 
of the body prove unequal to long exertion. 

But in acute diseases the mind suffers with the body in such degree 
that it is not common to find instances in which the effort for a prolonged 
attention to one subject can be kept up. * Some change in the kind of 
prayer, therefore, seems necessary ; for those exercises, natural and proper 
for a mind in health, become almost entirely unsuitable for one in disease. 

Before going any further, let us insist, however, that the priest stand 
by the bedside of the sick man. It is a pity that so great a changes' 
should have come over England within the last hundred years in this 
respect. The causes must be left to others to discuss, whether due to the 
growth of liberal opinions, or of general indifference to religion, which has 
been well said to be the worst of heresies. But in former times, none of 
the so-called respectable classes was allowed to die without at least calling 
in the aid of a clergyman and receiving the Holy Communion. Now, rather 
the contrary prevails. There was a case which took up a good deal of the 
public attention during the past summer, in which the sick man, though 
knowing that he was dying, refused to see a clergyman when it was suggested 
to him. And I take this as a typical case, because his faith and morals 
seem to have been neither higher nor lower than those of the young men 
that we every day meet with. The feeling against any interference of 
the clergy, extends itself to men of culture. The most correct and polished 
of our modern poets thus expresses his wishes for the surroundings of 
his deathbed : 

** Nor bring to see me ceas^ to live, 

Some doctor full of phrase and fame, 
To shake his sapient head and give 
The ill he cannot cure a name. 

*' Nor fetch, to take the accustomed toll 
Of the poor sinner bound for death, 
His brother doctor of the soul, 
To canvass with official breath 

'* The future and its viewless things— 
That undiscovered mystery 
Which one who feels death's winnowing wings 
Must needs read clearer, sure, than he ! " 
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These are the sentiments generally of the nineteenth century. They 
are to be deeply regretted. The men and women of our day seem to 
pass over the brink with as little concern for the future and its viewless 
things as they showed during life. How many Chrisl^an folk pass out of 
this world, weekly, daily, hourly, unhouseled, disappointed, unaneled, 
without preparation, without Communion, without Confession, without 
Abadution. 

Let us, then, by all the means in our power, persuade those who come 
within our reach to receive the aid offered by the priest. Neither let it 
be refused on the ground that the sick man understands but imperfectly, or 
is not in the full possession of his faculties. The Sacraments do certainly 
here seem to have their eflScacy more ex opere operato than ex opere 
operaTUis; and may no more bo withheld from the sick man than 
bEiptiBm may be withheld from the unconscious infant. 

On the question of the reservation of the Blessed Sacrament for. the 
sick, a question which seems to dwell in. some men's minds at this 
momMit, I cannot, of course, presume to give an opinion on its theological, 
or rather, I suppose I should say, its ecclesiastical merits.^ But looking 
at the matter purely from a medical point of view, I should say, that 
great advantage to the sick would follow its introduction into our com- 
mnnion. The present office is far too long to be borne by any person 
very sick ; the weak mind wanders long before it is brought to an end ; 
and the office might well be greatly curtailed. I am unwilling, however, 
to say any more on this subject, as I believe it will be fully discussed by 
one of the speakers at this meeting, one who has thought far more about 
the matter t^an I have. 

In discussing the exercises proper to be used by the sick, it seems that 
the best general guide would be, that the same kind of treatment that is 
applied to the body should be applied to the soul. As rest is enjoined for 
the body, together with the simplest kind of food, a return to the milk of 
infancy being often enforced, so with the soul. The physical state rarely 
will allow of long offices and prayers; and the mind should rather be 
rested i^m all active exercise. Often, indeed, there is no cheice ; as the 
mind refuses to perform work which, in health, would have been easy to 
it. Such being the case, the kind of nourishment, that is of prayer, 
offered to it, should be of the simplest kind. A return should be made 
to those sublime formuls^ of Christianity which are taught to every child 
at its mother's knee. The sacred words of the Lord's Prayer, slowly 
rq)eated, and with space for meditation between each petition, afford 
probably the best possible kind of prayer for the sick man. He can often 
pay attention to this when he can bear nothing else Indeed, the mind 
instinctively returns to and dwells on these petitions rather than on any 
other form of prayer. Even in the presence of very severe pain, when 
. no matter can oe dwelt upon for a long time, I have found meditation on 

* The Latin Prayer-Book, published by Royal authority in the second year of 
Queen iUizabeth's reign, gives full directions for the reservation of the Eucharist for 
the Sick. *' Quod si contingat eodem die Ooenam Domini in ecclesias celebrar^, 
tune Bftcerdos in ooena tantum sacramenti servabit quantum sufficit segroto/ et mox 
finita coena una oum aliquot et illis qui intersunt ibit ad segrotum ; et primo com- 
municabit cum iilis qui assistunt »groto et interfueruut coense et postrum cum 
infirmo." This effectually disposes of the charge of disloyalty to the English 
Church brought later on by a speaker at this meeting. 
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the several petitions of the Lord's Prayer, much on the plan sketched oat 
in Faradiau Horsfa very practicable. 

In like manner the different mysteries of the faith, contained in the 
Apostles' Creed, may profitably become the subject of meditation, and the 
more so, as. the Church of all ages has invariably demanded this profession 
of faith from her dying members, as it is demanded before Baptism, and the 
chief points also in the Life and Passion of our Lord are kept before the sick 
man. In like manner short ejaculatory prayers may be employed, such 
as we find in our own Office, pleading the merits of the Cross and Passion 
of the Saviour of the world : or that prayer, sometimes called the prayer 
of St. Ignatius, beginning Anima Christi, sanctifica me, will be found veiy 
valuable and instructive. 

Thus, in my private opinion, we should not go far wrong in recommending 
to the sick only the. simplest and most elementary forms of prayer. Some 
have thought these more acceptable to God ; and St. Augustine, who \& 
said to have spent whole nights repeating one very simple form of prayer, 
says : Melius scUur Deua nesciendo. The Eastern Offices are known by 
their incessant repetitions of the Kyrie Eleiaon ; and some persons have 
found fault with this continual cry for divine mercy; but to me the 
prayer seems recommended not only on account of extreme simplicity, but 
because it contains within itself the kernel and germ of all other petitions. 
We pray God to have mercy on us. What are all our prayers, expand 
them as you may, but this 1 

There is another way in which the thoughts of tibe sick man may be 
helped. One of the greatest living authorities on the art of nursing tells 
us what a comfort to the sick man the commonest prints or the cheapest 
chromo-lithographs may be. I would suggest that this craving of the 
sick man be taken hold of and turned to his spiritual advantage. Let 
there be placed near his bed, so that he may easily see it, a representation 
of one of the chief Mysteries of the Faith. Pictures of our Lord on tiie 
cross or as the Good Shepherd, offer themselves as very suitable for this 
purpose. The sick man in his watchfulness by night, or his restlessness 
by day, may, as his eyes fall upon these, find them far better teachers 
of patience and love, because examples, than books or words would be. 
In hi^ mentid state, so hard to be appreciated by those who are well, the 
sick man may find simple looking upon pictures of far greater use to him 
than oral devotion, because unaccompanied by any mental effort 

I do not know if I may venture to raise a point, not without practical 
interest, but which I leave to be fully discussed and decided upon by the 
theologians at the Congress, whether the everlasting happiness of man 
depend upon his state of mind at the exact moment of his death. There 
is a very wide-spread opinion that all depends upon the dispositions of the 
mind at the exact moment of departure. Dante, in his wandering in the 
Mount of Purgatory, meets with a man who died fighting against the 
Church, but whose life yet ceases as he utters the word *' Mary." The good 
and evil angels dispute over the immortal part of him, but the good angels 
prevail on account of this poor little word (lagrimetta) : and in a very favour- 
ite and popular book of devotion, '* The Spiritual Combat^" the Christian 
is advised to practise that blow often which can but once be struck ; for if 
it fail then, all will be lost. Nor is this notion confined to Catholics ; it 
will be found equally amongst Protestants. I have seen it stated in print, 
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that a- certalii religiooB newspaper, at the time of the death of Arnold of 
llugby, expressed grave doubts of the state of his soul, because at the last 
moment he had been unable to repeat the shibboleth which seems .to Lave 
been considered necessary by the sect of which the aforesaid journal was 
the exponent. Every reader of Boswell will remember Dr. Johnson's 
horror as he was accustomed to recite the words of the Litany : '< In the 
hour of death, Good Lord deliver us.'* This feeling of the supreme 
importance of the last moment of our lives has, perhaps, been fostered by 
the language of all the old litanies : they all join in praying for deliver- 
ance in the liour of death and in the day of judgment. Yet if they be 
examined a little more attentively, this inference, that all depends upon 
the hour of death, will hardly be sustained. No one, as far as I know, 
believes that our fate depends upon the events of doomsday : our sentence 
is then to be pronounced, but long before that, our final state has been 
decreed in the just judgment of Grod. The same reasoning may be applied 
to the hour of death. We pray for the divine assistance in both of these 
events, not because they determine our future life, but because of the 
immense change which takes place in both, either for good or ill. It is 
rather according to the life that we have led, according to our works, that 
our doom will be pronounced. 

This may appear to some a purely theoretical point, but to me rather 
of immense importance. If the sick man is to be taught tbat his ever- 
lasting happiness hangs upon his disposition at the hour of death, that is, 
the moment of his greatest weakness, when he is least himself, least master 
of his thoughts and will, then, indeed, death may well be full of terror to 
iiim. Few persons at the moment of death retain complete consciousness : 
what passes, we know not. Would it not seem more in accordance with 
what we see elsewhere, that a man should be judged according to the 
general tenor of his life, rather than according to those momentary sensa- 
tions which come upon him in the hour of death 1 We are taught that 
those who do good are to be rewarded, and those who do evil are to be 
2>unished ; and this judgment, according to works, would seem to be 
reversed if all depend upon the exact moment of death. li is, in my 
belief, upon the way in which we have spent our life, whether well or ill, 
that our doom depends. And this belief would lead to greater purity of 
life ; for if we believe that we are working out our salvation day by day 
^ind hour by hour ; that every action, good or bad, is irrevocable ; and 
£in, however bitterly repented, is indelible ; surely we shall lead better 
lives ; surely all our actions will be more to the glory of Qod^ and on our 
deathbeds we shall bring forth worthy fruits of penance. 

Thus, the general principles of dealing with the sick should be .these : 
not to attempt to excite him or to stir up his emotions, but rather by 
gentle means and gentle persuasions lead his thoughts Godward. 

But to too many of the sons of men an awakening to the reality of the 
things of God comes too late. If we have been unaccustomed to think of 
Ood and to pray when we are well, the language of devotion will be to 
us on our deathbeds like a foreign tongue. It is while we are well that 
the great preparation for death must take place. We must live in an 
atmosphere of prayer and thought of God. '^ Think of God as often as 
you breathe," says Epictetus ; and St. Augustine, in those famous words 



Digitized by 



Googk 



304 Special Ministrations to the Sick-^Addresses, 

whicli fonn the opening of his Confessions, says : " Tuftdsti nos ad Te, et 
inquietum est car nostrum, donee requiescat in Te,*' Thou hast made u» 
for Thyself, and our heart is all unsatisfied till it can find' rest in Thee. 



ADDRESSES. 
Mb. W. p. Swain, F.R.aS. 

So closely are Ibe two ofiSoes of priest and physieian identified, as we stand together at the 
bedside of the sick, that there may be some excuse for my presnmpiion in addressiDg a 
great meeting like this, on the subject of *' Ministrations to the Sick." 

I feel that the profession to which I belong is only a little inferior to the priesthood. 
Save and except that he has not that special grace of orders communicated by the impost* 
tion of the bishop's hands, I take it that a physician, if a Christian man, stands on much 
the same level as the priest in the sick-room ; and the Committee have, therefore, wisely 
ordained that the Congress shall be addressed by priests and doctors in turn. It has ever 
been the mind of the Church that round the sick-bed should be gathered all those spiritual 
consolations and comforts which she alone can give. To prove that this too is the mind 
of the Church of England, I have only to refer you to the offices for " The Visitation of 
the Sick ** and " The Communion of the Sick.*' I think, however, these two offices, m 
spite of the great increase of spiritual life amongst us, are not yet restored to anythiog^ 
like general use. Bspecially is this the case amongst the better classes of society. With 
my experience of twenty years as a medical man, I am bound to say thiftt the poor, in thdr 
sicknesi^ obtain the ministrations of the Chnrch more frequently than their richer neigh- 
bours. It may be that in God's providence He makes np to them for their poverty by 
more abundant gifts of His grace ; or perhaps it may be that visitation amongst the poor 
is more systematically carried out by the clergy. Besid^ this, the poor^ when aiek, mare 
readily send for the priest than the rich. I think there is a reason for this, which I tooeh 
on with great delicacy. It may be that the position of the clergy, bringing them as it does 
into social contact with their richer parishioners, acts somewhat as a bar to their being sent 
for as priests in times of sickness. I should be the last man to seek to lower in any way 
the social status of our clergy, but it has its drawbacks. The man in healthy with whom 
the priest dines frequently and cracks his harmless jokes oVer the wine, shrinks from 
calling him to his death-bed, and making him the deposit of all his hopes, his fears, and 
his sins. I know this to be so in some instances, and the feeling may be more widespread 
than I am aware of. 

The next subject I would speak of concerns more closely the physician and the friends 
abont the sick-bed ; 1 refer to the necessity of telling the sick man that he is in danger of 
death, if such be the case. I know there is much difference of opinion on this pomt 
among doctors ; but I do not hesitate, for one moment, to say that he who keeps back from 
his patient the knowledge of his danger, is committing, in the eyes of God, a fearful sia ; 
and I say that friends who decline to let their dying relatives know <^ their condition are 
guilty of terrible cruelty. If it is known that the patient cannot recover, it is a sin and a 
cruelty to withhold from him the short time that remains to prepare for death. I do not 
wish to fiatvour anything like putting off repentance until the hour of death ; but God 
alone knows what may be done fur a soul in those few last hours. I do not wish to accuse 
the members of my profession, but there is too great an inclination on their part to avoid 
letting their patients know the truth. I fear they are sometimes a hindrance in the way 
of the priest being sent for. They are afraid of making a fuss ; but what, I ask, is anj 
little inconvenience compared with the welfare of an immortal soul. There is, again, on 
the part of the friends, the fear that the shock of such a communication will injure the 
patient, but I think that this is a mistake. I have repeatedly had the distress (and what 
is more distressing for one who has watched a life gradually ebbing away, in spite of 
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all tliat human skill can do) to say, in answer to tbat anxious, imploring look, '* I can 
gire yon no hope of recovery." Painful as it is, it ought to be done ; and it will be 
found that no harmful shock will ensue. On the contrary, I have seen a still, peaceful 
look come into that anxious face ; and when it is known that no hope remains, the weary, 
worn expression of the sufferer giyes place to a still, peaceful look of resignation. There- 
fore, on the ground of duty and love to the souls of their patients, I do implore my 
professional brethren to do all they can to let the dying know their fate. 

I hare but three minutes left to discuss another important point. Amongst all the 
consolations of the sick, none, surely, can be greater tiian the reception of the Blessed 
Sacrament ; and to her dying children the Church has ever come, bringing that Sacrament 
as a vicUicum to holy souls. Now, with the renewed life of the Church, a large increase in 
the number of celebrations and of communicants has taken place. This, as a matter of course, 
largely increases the demand for clinical communions. For, if when in health and strength 
communion at God's altar is our greatest comfort, is it not simply cruel to cut us off from 
this comfort in our direst need and distress ? And yet it is a &ct that many faithful com- 
municants, who have been in the habit of making tbeif weekly communion, are deprived of 
this means of grace for months together, just at a time when they most desire it. We 
therefore plead for the restoration of a practice which is at once primitive, reformed, and 
eminently utilitarian. We ask for the clergy the power of reserving the Blessed Sacra- 
ment for the sick. There is no doctrinal significance in the matter, and the Evangelical 
clergyman as well as the Bitualistic priest may alike use it. A crucial instance of the 
necessity of reservation is this : — Take a large parish with some 200 communicants, of them 
some 30 or 40 are sick. They may be the most devout and faithful of the Church's chil- 
dren who desire to fulfil her commands. Easter comes — (The bell here rang.) (Cries 

The President. 

Y017 must permit me to enforce the rules of th^ Congress. 



The Eev* T. Scott, M.A., Rural Dean, Vicar of 
West Haw, Essex. 

If I understand the special reason why I have been put forward to speak on this subject, 
it must be because I was for many years the chaplain of one of the largest hospitals in 
London. While I was there, 30,000 people passed as in-patients through its wards, very 
far the largest part of whom I ministered to. My old love for the hoi^ital makes me 
pleased to speak of it, and of the wonderful field for sick visitation which an hospital pre- 
sents. There is no place, or parish, where a clergyman has so many opportunities of doing 
good to individuals. Ton find in the hospital people who habitually avoid seeing a clergy-^ 
man ; who, when their clergyman calls, slip out of the back-door. If the chaplain be not 
very wanting in tact, it is certain that he will soon be on good terms with the patients, 
who, when in hospital, are most impressible. The rough people have often a tender heart, 
And I find, speaking generally, that the ''respectable" are the most difficult to impress. 
Indeed, I have thought of preaching a course of sermons against *' respectability." A 
chaplain who values the task that God has given him, will look upon his hospital work as 
a grand work, hard and difficult to do well. If there be any hare, who, like mysdf, are 
managers of hospitals, I would venture to say, you cannot be too careful what sort of men 
you appoint as chaplains. I confess I did not like the idea of the chaplaincy when it wa/s 
offered me. But I felt myself called upon, in God's Proridence, to accept it ; and now 1 
look back to those years in the hospital with deep thankfulness. I say, then, to my 
younger brethren, do not refuse a chaplaincy, do not think it infra diff., or fancy you will 
^e shelved by accepting it. I will now go on to other parts of my subject. And first of 

V 
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all, it )6 very hard to find out all the siok people in a large parish. Of a imall paiiih I 
may say, OforiunaH nimium, iua 9%. bona norint AgricolcBy translating 'AgiicolsB " eoimtry 
clergyman." If a country clergyman -hestows his labour on 500 people, he can lo(dc after 
tiiem thoroughly, I cannot work harder than he can, and yet I mnstq>read mywoik 
oyer a very mnch larger number of people. Of course the district Tiattors and tbe 
school children are very useful in letting you know who is ill. People seem to 
believe we can see through brick walls, and think we can find out sick people by 
instinct. When you do know of a sick person, go at onee to see him. Don't let 
any committee-werk keep you away, as being mtate important, and don't lea?e the 
visiting to the curate. Don't leave work for a half-fledged curate in deacon's orden, 
which is more than enongh to try the most experienced man in this room. For 
visiting, tact and discemment are required, and the power of making, as one of (he 
speakers sud, a diagnosis of the spiritual condition of those visited. I find great benefit 
to myseff in visiting, and while professing to teach, am myself taught. I know nothiog I 
delight in so much as in visiting an experienced Christian man on a sick-bed ; but sothiog 
is more terrible than going to wicked, careless persons—a visit to whom is not hope* 
less beoause'you go in Ohrisi's name. Then, again, nothing is more grievous than to Tiot 
a stranger and get a wrong idea of the state of his soul, and then not find your mistake till 
it is too late. In visiting let there be preparation, let there be prayer. Go in the aftenoos, 
as being the most convenient time. Let there be prayer first, and try to get your beait 
in tune by realising Christ's presence, and that yon go as His ambassador. It too often 
happens that dergymen, while they give so much preparatioa— although firecpieatiy not 
enou^— to sermons, give none at all to visiting the uek. Be bright^not Ught, but bri^i. 
Let that brightness come from a knowledge that there is brightness here— tbe heart 
When such a fitce goes into a sick-room, it cheers the sufferer, and speaks even moie 
than words can do of the blessedness of having Christ in the heart. Then don't stay 
long. Sick people are easily bored, so go often, but don*t stay long. Never wake a nek 
man, because sleep is the best medicine he can have, and if you wake him he will be to 
out of temper that his will not listen to you. Tou will perhaps find he can bear a hymn 
when he can nothing else ; and it is well sometimes to just gently sing a verse or two. If 
the patient seem unconscious, just pray — don't do anything else, and don't give up any eue 
as hopeless. I tbink we shall do good, I am sure we shall get good, if we go in the spirit 
of prayer. And I don't know anything more solemn than the toUmg of the church bell 
telling us that a soul has passed .away. In a large London parish I hear it perhaps more 
frequently than my country brethren may do ; and as I hear it, it seems to a&k the solemn 
question — Have you done what you could for that man 1 



Mb. GBORajs Cowbll. 

I HAVB listened with much interest to the papers and speeches which have been presented 
to us this evening, but if it were possible that I could entertain any feeling of regret it 
would be that I have been forestalled in almost all that I had intended to have said. All 
has been said, however, so eloquently and well, that you have been the gainers. There 
are one or two points that I should wish again to touch upon. First of all I will lay 
down this practical rule : In dealing with the sick it must be remembered that jast as ve 
consider the powers and wants of our patients in administering to them physical food, so must 
you, in administering spiritual food, adapt it to the wants and powers and fiusulties of 
the individual. Just as the temporal food must be in small quantities, easily taken, and 
nourishing, so the spiritual food sbotdd consist of Ideas easUy to be received and digested, 
"simple truths, simply expressed.** It has been said by Coleridge that "in the treat- 
ment of nervous diseases he is the best physician who is the most ingenious inspirer of 
hope,** and this gives us another practical rule both for the physician of the soul and tbe 
physician of the body. In medical cases, if we lighten our patient, the whole object of onr 
visit and influence will be thrown away, and is it not true ako in the experience of the oleigy ^ 
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A meatml mnd spiritoal eheerfalaess are both neoefliary, whether our endeavoor is to restore 
the Boal or the body to a healthy oondition. We mnat buoy up oar }>atient8 with hope, or 
our treatment will haTO little inflneDoe, I said that simple troths most be submitted in a 
form to be eamly oomprehended. It was observed yesterday in this room that we must 
teach the young dogmatical^. So fiEur we are all agi«ed. But the speaker went on to say 
that by dogmatic teadiing he meant the Thirty-nine Articles. There is, therefore, great 
difference of opinion upon the kind of teaching suitable to young children, and I mention 
it beoanae yery much the same difRvence of opinion exists with regard to the kind of 
spiritual teaching which is suitable for the sick. The two cases are very similar, and we 
ace Tery apt to forget to measure the amount of spiritual administration which the i>atient 
can bear at one time. Then as to the question of confession. It has been said that it is 
neoeaMoy for you to form a sjaritual diagnosis. ' Tour ministrations will be very imperfect 
unless you do, but I apprehend it is impossible to do this without some conrersation — 
private conrersation-T-with the sick man, which will amount to yery much the same thing as 
a confession. I speak of this from a medical point of riew ; for how largely does the 
physical being benefit if the mind he relieved and set at rest? 

Then there is the question of the resenration of the Sacrament for the sick, with 
reference to which Mr. Swain commenced so eloquent an ai^eal. This is a point which 
need not produce any controTersial discussion, for it Ib not an innoTation, but it is simply 
a reTiral that is Tery much needed. Medical men rery often hare this great want forced 
on them, and it must hare occurred to most clergymen to find that sick men are fatigued 
and oftM perfectly exhausted long before the office is orer. As a result of his disease, and 
especially in acute disease, his thoughts are wandering and his attention can only be main- 
tained for a short time, so that when the time for communion has aniyed the sidi man's power 
of attention has entirely left him. There are even eases on record in which sick persons 
haye died before the completion of the Prayer of Consecration. The reseryation of the 
Sacrament, in my opinion, seems to do away with this great difficulty of a serrice too long for 
the mental powers of the sick man. In chronic cases this is a matter of but little moment, 
but in acute cases it becomes a question of most serious importance. I do not wish to inflict 
a long history of this question upon you, but I should like briefly to remind you that the 
resenred Sacrament was in use in the Church of England from the earliest times down 
to the sixteenth century ; that it is still in use in the Latin Church, in the Greek Church, 
and in the Scottic^ Episcopal Chardi. In the Greek and Scottish Churches it is 
reseryed for the sick alone, Mid only in the Boman Church is it reserved for purposes of 
worship. AH that is required or desired is that it should be reseryed for those who are 
sick. The rubrics in Edward Y I.*s First Prayer Book deals with this question, and directs 
that the sick are to be provided for from the communion in the Church : and this direction 
reappeared in Queen Elizabeth's Latin Prayer Book, which was printed for use at Oxford, 
Cambridge, and Eton. Reservation has also been practised in our own Church in times of 
great mckness and mortality. For instance, some years ago a great difficulty was thrown 
on the clergy^ during an outbreak of cholera. People were dying all around, and Arch- 
bishop Longley, who was then Bishop of Bipon, allowed the Sacrament to be reserved for 
them at St. Saviour's, Leeds. The present practice, I am afraid, very often means 
prohibition of the Sacrament to the sick and dying, a prohibition which can only be 
removed by the restoration of reservation. 

There is another reason for this restoration. Under the present system, siek people, 
and especially those who are iU for a long time, have often great difficulty in fully re- 
cognising the principle of Communion, and that they belong to the Body of Christ; 
whereas if they could receive their portion of the Sacrament, aifd especially at Easter, from 
the altar at which they were wont to kneel, they would have less of that feeling of isola- 
tion so common in those suffering from long sickness. 

Before I sit down I would say one word in answer to another important question that 
has been brought forward, and one that I was particularly asked soon after I entered the 
room : how far a doctor ought to tell a patient that he is dying 1 And I would take this 
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opportunity of ooDfirming what Mr. Swain has said on this subjeet. I do not hesitate in 
saying that it is the absolute duty of a doctor to give such information to bis patient. I 
specially allude to this again because there is a very great difference of opinion on this 
point amongst medical men. Many medical men neyer will tell a patient' he is dying, 
because they say it amounts to cutting off the last hope, aud might retard or destroy the 
effect of such remedies as the patient may be taking. Belatives and friends are veiy often 
responsible for this silence, but I do not think such a course is Christian treatment I 
think the doctor should first inform the friends and then take upon himself the duty of 
informing the patient ; it is possible to do it kindly and without any shock. In my experience 
such kind consideration has always been received with gratitude by the patient, and I have 
nerer once seen reason to regret the performance of this solemn duty. I would it were 
recognised as a duty by every medical man, for I fear that many persons pass away into 
unconsciousness without a knowledge of their approaching end, when such information might 
and should have been given. 

DISCUSSION. 
The Eight Ebv. Bishop Perry. 

Thb subject of this evening I feel to be one of the most solemn that can be brought under 
our attention, and I musf express my thankfulness to Qod that Canon Hoare was enabled 
to introduce it in a paper of so inuch Christian wisdom and spiritual experience. Upon the 
point of which he has treated I can add nothing. Upon a question which has ^nce been 
brought into the discussion, but which, I think, had better have been left out, I mean the 
reservation of the Sacrament for sick persons, I would oulj^ remark that our Church 
evidently considers the Sacrament to be a communion, an ordinance to be partaken of by 
several persons together, and not to be received by a single individual, whether whole or sick, 
alone. Passing, however, from this topic, I wish to say a few words respecting my own ex- 
pmence, both as a parochial minister and as a bishop. With regard to Canon Miller's state- 
ment that few persons who recovered showed any signs of the good effect of the religions 
instruction they received when sick, I would mention that at first, as a young man, I had 
a very strong feeling that the visitation of the sick was not likely to be of any benefit to 
them ; but I am thankful to be able to tes^y that my experience very soon led me to 
<change my opinion, and I can now look back to not a few who were brought to a saTing 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ on a sick<-bed. 

A remark made by|Mr. Swain is deserving of notice. He said that while the sick poor 
were looked after by the clergy, comparatively little attention was paid to the rich ; and 
I certainly do think that, generally, our educated parishioners are too much neglected. 
And here X would remark that the clergyman should visit the sick-room when the 
parishioner first becomes ill, so that his visit may not be thought an intimation that the 
patient is in any danger. What I would especially bring to your notice is the valne of the 
Bible and the Prayer Book in the vintation of the sick. Canon Miller has spoken of the 
importance of extempore prayer, and herein X quite agree with him ; but at the same time 
I* do think that the value ''of the Prayer Book for private use, and use in the family, 
and especially with the sick, is too much overlooked. A sick man will readily follow 
prayers to which he has been accustomed from his youth when he cannot attend to an 
•extempore prayer; audit is very easy to introduce into familiar collects petitions appro- 
priate to the particular occasion. Again, the power of the Bible upon the sick Is often 
perfectly marvellous. I have seen in dying persons great restlessness instantly soothed 
by the repetition of a verse of Scripture ; and on one occasion the effect of it upon a person 
apparently unconscious was so obvious that the wife of, the dying man exdaimed, '* Oh, 
would that X could realise those pfkssages as my husband does I** Moreover, the power of 
the Bible upon the nngodly is sometimes very remarkable. Xn an interesting book, called 
** Facts of a Clergyman's Xiife,'' there is a story of the visits paid by the author to the death- 
bed of an infidel, who had conceived an intense hatred of the clergy, and declared he would 
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not hare any one come to see him. This clergyman > however, went, and insisted npon 
being shown into the sick man's room. After a kind word on entering, he read a passage 
of the Bible, o£fered up a prayer, and then took leave and eame away. • This he did on 
seyeral suocessiTe visits, making no remark npon what he read, until one day, as he was 
going out of the room, the sick man called him back, and with much emotion told him how 
at first he had intended to break out in abuse of his visitor, but the reading of the Word 
of €N>d stopped him. Then he thought he would do so when the clergyman began to 
speak to him upon what he had read ; but the clergyman did not give him the opportunity, 
for he did not say anything. After a few visits the Word found its way to his heart, and 
that man died a penitent believer. One admonition I would give my younger brethren : 
Never speak harshly to a sick man. Many years ago I was asked by a relative to go with 
her to see a poor woman. When we left the house she said to me, '' I wish you would not 
scold 80.** I never forgot that lesson, and have always since endeavoured to be tender 
with the sick. 



Mr. J. Shelly, Plymouth. 

There are three things I want very much to say. First, to visitors of the sick poor. A 
friend of mine once told me that he had to visit a poor sick woman, and found her in 

great trouble because Miss had left the parish. The poor woman said she had lost 

the only friend she had. My friend reminded her that there were other ladies who were 

kind to her ; but no, the poor woman said Miss was the only person who touched 

her,—Hshe meant the actual physical touch. There is a good deal in that. When you 
visit sick people, don't sit and look at them, take their hands ; there is a great power 
in touch. Then, as to sick communicanta. Sick people are shy, and think they are giving 
too much trouble ; they need to be encouraged. If you have the care of sick persons 
who are communicants, don't wait for them to ask to receive the Holy Communion, but 
speak to them about it : and not only to people who are dangerously ill, but to those 
who suffer from chronic sickness, or are laid up during* the winter. Such people lose 
much if they do not receive the sacrament for months together. There is one thin 
more ; it was a new thought when it was suggested to me some time ago. Every morning 
— you can all do it — ^pray for those who are going to die to-day, afid every evening pray 
for those who are going to die that night. Sometimes we hear of the death of friends 
before we even know they are lU ; and it is an unspeakable comfort to feel that we have 
prayed for them on the day of their death. 



The Rev. Joseph Bardsley, Rector of Stepney. 

Mb Swain observed that with the revival of spiritual religion in our Church we look for 
the more general restoration of the two offices — the Visitation of the Sick, and Communion 
of the Sick. When we remember, as we learn from the 67th canon, that the Service for 
the Visitation of the Sick is only required of those, clergy who are not preachers, and as 
most of the clergy claim now to be preachers, we should naturally expect the service to 
be still less frequently used. One thing cannot be denied, viz., this service is the only 
one in the Prayer-book which the minister is at liberty to dispense with. Another 
speaker told us that the Lord's Supper is intended specially for the dying, — that it is the 
Tiaticum for those about to leave the world. Our Church gives no countenance to this 
view. She teaches that the Lord's Supper is a communion for the living, and not a 
viaticum for the dying. We have been informed that the reserved sacrament is very 
ancient, and is still practised by the Churcli of Borne, and was allowed by tbe First 
Prayer-book of Edward VI. One reason why our Churoh rejected it was because in 
the Church of Borne it had been productive of many evils and superstitions. . The 
Prayeri'book requires the elements to be consumed by the communicants, thereby making 
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the reserved Bacrament impossible. When, in adiditian to this, we remember thewordi 
of the 28th article that '* the Sacrament of the Lord's Sapper was not bj Chriii^s <Hrdi- 
nance reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshipped,'' there is no room left for donU 
as to the mind of our Church on the subjecti In reply to the statement so often repeated, 
that the reserved sacrament is allowed by the First Prayer-book of King Edward VL 
it is enough to say that we have not subscribed that book, but that we are bound to use 
the Prayer-book which we now have, and which alone is of authority in the Ghmoh of 
England. The reserved sacrament has also been recommended because in times of grest 
sickness the dying might otherwise be deprived of this great comfort. There is a &r 
greater evil than this to be feared, viz. , the inspiring of false hopes by giving the saorament 
to those who are unfit to receive it. The comfort our Church would give true believen, 
under these and similar circumstances, is expressed in the Rubric of the Communion of the 
Sick : — '* But if a man, either by reason of extremity of sickness, or for want of waning 
in due time to the curate, or for lack of company to receive with him, or by any otiier 
just impediment, do not receive the Saorament of Christ's Body and Blood, the cnnte 
shall instruct him, that if he do truly repent him of his sins, and steadfastly believe 
that Jesus Christ hath suffered death iqKm the cross for him, and shed His Blood for 
his redemption, earnestly remembering the benefit he hath thereby^ and giving him 
hearty thanks therefore, he doth eat and drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour 
Christ profitably to his soul's health, although he do not receive the Sacrament with his 
month." Mr. Legge, if I understood his observations oorrectly, stated that a hundred 
years ago, it was deemed as necessary for the sick man to have the clergyman as the 
doctor, that he might have the sacrament, make confession, and receive absolution. If 
this was the practice a hundred years ago, it certainly was in opposition to the 
Book of Common Prayer. Well, my lord, I hope I may be allowed to expieis 
my convictions ; or, rather, permit me to remind those who say " Ko, no," of the 
words of your lordship's predecessor. Bishop Phillpotts. In his letters to Charlei 
Butler, a Boman Catholic writer. Bishop Phillpotts, speaking of the words relating to 
the sick man's '*makii^ a special confession of his sins, if he feel his conscience to be 
troubled with any weighty maitter," declares :— " So little is our Church inclmed to 
encourage its ministers in prying into the secrets of their penitents, that it enjoins every 
other step to be previously taken before the last measure of particular confession be 
proposed. ' The minister shall exanune whether he (the sick person) repent him truly of 
his sins, and be in charity with all the world.' ... If , from the sick man's answers to 
his inquiries, he find him in a state of penitence and peace, his business is completed; 
he is not authorised, he is by implication forbidden, to move him to any further dis- 
closures." The Bishop also says that the special absolution is not a '* judicial" act, but 
'* is the ministry of God's holy Word, or, an authoritative declaration of God's general 
promises, applied in favour of that pardoular penitent, if he be indeed penitent." We 
should all deeply regret with Mr. Legge that any man should die without confessing hit 
sin and receiving forgiveness ; but the important question is, to whom is the confession 
to be made, and from whom is the forgiveness to be received ? We answer in the words 
of our Commination Service, to Gk>d, **to whom only it appertaineth to forgive sins." 
There can be no mistaking the teaching of these words, or that distinct declaration of 
the Homily of our Church, on repentance : — "And where that they do allege this saying 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ unto the leper, to prove auricular confession to stand on 
God's Word, ' Go thy way and show thyself unto the priest/ do they not see that the 
leper was cleansed from his leprosy, afore he was by Christ sent unto the priest, for to 
show himself unto him ? By the same reason we must be cleansed from our spiritual 
leprosy ; I mean that out sins must be forgiven us, afore that we come to confession. 
What need we, then, to tell forth our uns into the ear of the priest, since they be already 
taken away. , , , We ought to acknowledge none other priest for deliverance from our 
sins but our Saviour Jesus Christ." And if our Church is thus explicit in teaching 
thai God alone can forgive sins as committed against Himself, so is she equally emphatic 
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in teacliing tliat tliis forgiveness can only be obtained by penitent and hearlf elt e<^eB- 
«ion to GU>d. As for the syst^n of habitual aurieular conlessidn, our Chtneh oondemns 
it in the strongest terms. She says, in the Honuly already referred to: — **It is most 
evident and plain that this auricular confession hath not its wairant of God, else it had 
not been lawful for Nectarius, Bishop of Constantinople, i^K>n a just occasion, to have 
put it down. For when anything ordained of God is by the lewdness of man abused, the 
^buse ought to be taken away, and the thing itself suffered to remain. Moreover, these 
4ure Augustine's words. ' What have I to do with men that they should hear my con- 
fession, as though they were able to heal my disease? A curious SOTt of men to know 
another's man*s life, and slothful to correct and amend their own. Why do they seek 
to hear of me what I am, v^iich will not hear of thee what they are? and how can they 
tell when they hear me of myself whether I tell the truth or not ; since that no man 
Icnoweth what is in man, but the spirit of man which is in him V Augustine would 
not have written thus if auricular confession had been used in hb time. Being, there- 
fore, not led with the conscience.thereof , let us with fear and trembling, and with atrue, 
•contrite heart, use that kind of confession'that God bath commended in His Word, and 
then, doubtless, as He is faithful and.righteous. He will forgive us our sins, and make us 
•clean from all wickedness. Xd^inat say, but that if any find ihemselves'treubled in con- 
science, they may repair to their learned curate cr pastor, or to some other godly learned 
man, and show the trouble and doubt of their conscience to them, that they may receive 
«t their hand the comfortable salve of CfocTt Word ; but it is against the true Christian 
liberty that any man should be bound to the numbering of his sins, as it has been used • 
lieretofore in the time of blindness and ignorance. I will conclude, my lord, by quoting 
the words on this subject of auricular confession of a former Bishop of this diocese, and 
one of our reformers — Miles Coverdale (here the bell told Mr. Bardsley that hiis time 
n'as gone, and he was unable to give the passage from Coverdale). 



Mr. J. A, Shaw Stewart. 

I WILL endeavour to restore the meeting to the calm, quiet atmosphere of ihe sick- 
room, in which so many previous speakers dwelt so lovingly this evening, and which is 
more suited, to our subject than the heated blast of theologieal controversy ; but let 
me first say one word in defence of the reservation of the blessed sacrament. 

It fell to my lot, some six years ago, to be amongst those who had to meet a fearful 
attack of smallpox, in South London, when hundreds and thousands of sick and dying 
persons were brought to our doors. One of our first endeavours was to procure some 
special spiritual ministrations. Thanks to the noble spirit of one, to whom we listened 
yesterday with such interest, when he spoke of his work amongst the young, we obtaine 
the devoted services of four or five priests who ministered daily. 

These men objected, from motives of conscience, to consecrate the blessed sacrament 
•except fasting ; to enter those fearful wards fasting was to predispose the system to 
jJmpst certain infection ; the question was referred to. the late Bishop Wilberforce (in 
whose diocese the hospital was situated), and he at once gave a ready consent to the 
reservation of the sacrament, A similar consent waii given, I am informed, by the late 
Archbishop Longley when the cholera W4S raging at Leeds. A practice, therefore, which 
lias been sanctioned by the venerated names of Archbii&op Longley and Bishop Wilber- 
force has, in my opinion, been somewhat inaccurately termed by one or two previous 
speakers, as an entirely new and unauthorised innovation. 

I was^ indeed, rejoiced to hear the noble sentiments we have listened to to-night from 
the three medical men who have so ably addressed this meeting, for I can remember 
the time when there was no such cordial reciprocity between the doctors and the clergy, 
and when the former, under one plea or another, were more inclined to hinder than to 
promote special ministrations to their patients ; all this is altering now. I well remember 
jthe first conversation I ever had on ministrations to the sick— it was at Cuddesdon with 
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Dr. Acland, the Begins Professor of Medioine at Oxford— a Dame honoured ihroiiglioai^ 
biocMl Devonshire. He told me how often it was the highest privilege of the physidaa 
to be able to say a word for Christ, when the sick or dying patient was too enfeebled to 
receive any sustained ministration from an unknown voice. Suffer me to allude to a 
class of ministrations that have not been touched upon to-night. I have listened gladly 
to the perfect plethora of ministrations that seem to exist in the favoured country dis- 
tricts, the only difficulty being the form they shall assume ; but it is well that Church- 
men and Churohwomen should know and realise what a dearth of ministrations exists 
in the ease of those suffering under infectious diseases. In the only voluntary Fever 
Hospital in Lcmdon there has never been a chaplain, and no volunteer can be found, 
although it is situate in the heart of the favoured parish of IsUngton. When, reoently,. 
the total absence of ministrations to the sick was brought officially before the notice of 
the Bishop of London's lay-helpers' association, the only offer of assistance came from 
a layman, and he has a wife and family. 

I rejoice to see so many Churchwomen here to-night, and I call on them to come and 
help Vifi in our large hospitals. I am too old a manager to welcome all kinds of help, for 
I know that some come in a dilettante spirit, and are a source of great trouble to the 
authorities ; but there is a sore need of educated women who will offer themselves in 
a spirit of pure self-devotion, and will not be always wanting to run backwards and f or- 
wards, but will stick to their wards, and help us to raise our standard ; for, at present^ 
it frequently happens that we have to discharge skilled and, technically, excellent nurses, 
for gross breaches of morality. I ask them not to interfere with the authorised minis- 
trations of the priest ; but, when the heart is set aright, the medical student and the 
nurse may often find an occasion for whispering a word of peace or comfort in seasoo, 
and aiding the daily work of the hospital chaplain, whose energies are frequently so 
f earftdly overtaxed. 



The Eev. J. G. Davis, M.A.., Eector of H0I7 Trinity, Exeter. 

I wnx confine myself to severe cases of sickness, and especially with regard to two or 
three remarks that have been made. I would particularly urge the advantage of never 
being too long with the sick. From seven years experience in an hospital, I have foxmd 
it has been often the case that it was only possible to repeat a short passage of Scrip- 
ture, and a collect or prayer. Frequent visits and short ones seem to me far better 
than long visits at longer intervals. Then, as to the value of Qod's Word--let us endea- 
vour to leave on^ passage of God's Word in the mind of the sick, and we know not the 
value of the words. I visited a lady, who was very ill, just before she was going to be 
moved from one bed to another, and I left her with the words, '* Fear not, for I am 
with thee." She afterwards said, *' I felt those words as they moved me, and that kepi 
me calm." Let us repeat passages that the patient is well acquainted with, for in many 
oases he will not be able to remember a passage he is unacquainted with, but a known 
passage will remain on his mind. Then, as to patients apparently unconscionB, do not 
think them hopeless. I was once called in to see a lady who exhibited no symptoms of 
consciousness. I mentioned a short passage, offered a prayer, and went away. In 
the middle of the mght, she asked whether Mr. Davis had gone, and she said she heard 
every word that I said. Then, with regard to telling a patient of his danger, that might 
sometimes be done in prayer. Hints of danger may be given, and at the next visit the 
clergyman may speak still more plainly ; but let it be done kindly, sympathisingly, and 
gently. As to the shook felt by seeing a clergyman come into the sick room» that may 
be overcome by calling upon people when in health and before they are dangeroualy ilL 
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The Venebable Abchdeacon Earlb. 

In the few words which I have to say, I shall not refer to anything which has gone 
before, but shall endeavour to offer a few practical suggestions on parts of the subject 
which have not been touched by previous speakers — offering my remarks in the 
spirit of the well-known words so useful to recall on such occasions, '* Si quid nonsti 
recthis istis, candidus iniputi, si non, his retero nucum.'* But before I do so, may I 
touch for one moment upon one very striking feature in this evening's discussion. 
Have we not all cause to rejoice as Churchmen at seeing what we have seen to-night 
and hearing what we have heard ? But a few years ago such a thing would have been 
impossible. Is it not a clear proof that the Church is deepening her work, and that all 
classes are feeling her influence, when we can point, as we can to-night, to faithful 
Christian laymen, eminent in the medical profession, standing up and witnessing, as 
they have witnessed, to the interest which they feel it to be their duty to take in the 
souls as well as the bodies of their patients. Is not this as it ought to be in the Church of 
the Incarnation ? Is not this as it ought to be in the Church of which Jesus, the Son of 
man, Jesus, the good Physician, is the exalted Head ? It was not so of old. Medical 
men were oftentimes jealous of the clergy— disliked their presence in the sick-room, 
misjudged their interference, used them, it may have been, just to break the sad new* 
of coming death, but overlooked the possibly curative influences of their ministrations 
to the sick ; and if, on the one hand, the medical men entirely forgot their duties to 
the souls of their patients, did not the clergy, too, often take an equally narrow view of 
their position and duties, and forget that in their ofSce as priests of the Church of the 
Incarnation, it was their duty to minister to body and mind as well as souh Now^ 
thank God, we see in.every direction the ministrations of the priest and of the physi- 
cian crossing each other and recrossing in that united action for the improvement of the 
whole man, which it becomes those who believe in the Incarnation to exercise towards 
their suffering brethren. Thank God, the old proverb of shame, **uli tres medici duo 
athei," has not passed away, and many most able medical men are not only ministering 
to the souls of their patients, and assisting the clergy to do so, but many are also desirous 
of receiving some dedication^ some ordination, at the' hands of the Bishops to enable 
them to do their very blessed work as recognised ofBcers of the Church to which they 
belong, and I venture to hope that the Bishops will be able to meet this desire, and to 
give some direct and authoritative sanction to those who may wish to have it in this 
holy work. But in the few. words that remain I wish to address my younger brethren 
of the clergy. I have been struck by one omission in the discussion of a very remark- 
able kind. No allusion has been made to direct prayers for a blessing upon the means 
used for recovery. Now, I would advise my younger friends never on anjr occasion to 
omit plainly-worded, simple prayers, by the bedside for a direct blessing from the Good 
Physician upon the work and skill of the medical men in attendance. I have known 
the most blessed results from this practice. I have known confidence, patience, hope, 
take the place of doubt, impatience, despair ; and oftentimes after simple prayers for a 
blessing upon the medicine, I have known the most nauseous draught taken with a 
smile of hope, as if half its unpalatableness were gone ; and time on time have I known 
the Umoxous, restless-eyed patient after such prayer become firm, resolute, brave, an^d 
full of hope, before the impending pertainty of the sharp but necessary steeL My 
young friends, never omit those prayers as part of your duty to the sick ! and take care 
that they are plainly-worded and suited to the case. I can recall more than one instance 
in whieh I have knelt, just before the operation, with the medical men upon their knees 
beside me, asking for God's guidance and His blessing in that work which even the most 
practised medical men must at times shrink from— the critical use of the knife, and, 
having so knelt^ have gone downstairs to pass— again, in solenm prayer— those dead, dull 
moments of expectation and of dread with the wife, the parents, and the friends of the 
sufferer upstairs, and have seen them when the operation was over> and their car^ an«k 
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nursing wanted, go up strengthened, refreshed, unwavering, faithful, firm, to take their 
places and do their work, strong in the Lord ! But here it may be well to dwell for 
a few moments on some special cases. Let us take the very common case of hyaterical 
patients — I have oftentimes found it almost impossible in such cases to administer the 
Holy Communion with that collectedness, reverence, and quietness, which becomes the 
holy rite. Bursts of hysterical weeping, generally taken up by some of the family 
present, oftentimes originated by them, and not by the patients, have disturbed the 
solemn scene. Well, I have for some years adopted a very simple plan— so simple that 
I scarcely like to mention it, but so unfailingly useful^ I do not dare withhold it. It 
has been my use to prepare the elements, placing them reverently on a table within sight 
of the patient, and then, after a few words of direction, and generally leaving some 
special passages for the patient's use, I leave the room, returning, it may be, half-an- 
hour later to celebrate, bidding the patient and the friends remain silent in contempla- 
tion of the blessed purposes of the holy sacrament. I have never found this simple 
plan fail in steadying the most hysterical and emotional persons. Another word of 
practical service. Never leave a sick room with words of your own. Let the last words, 
as you turn the handle of the door, be ** OocPs iBorda "—some short pregnant text, brief, 
plain, pointed. Such is always my use. Years ago when curate in a large town, I 
adopted this use, and I so well recall one case in which this use had direct effect. I was 
ministering to a very tedious case — so it proved to be— a young man of careless life, 
suddenly cut down. The first time I left him I said, as I closed the door, ** There is 
mercy with Thee, therefore art thou feared.'* The next day as I was leaving, the young 
man said, ** Say those words again," and ever afterwards by his request these were the 
laat words used, and when I knew him better, he said, ** Oh, if some one had but told 
me this earlier ! I was brought up to believe that God was to be feared only for His 
terrors and His judgments. Oh, that I had learned to fear Him for His mercy." Poor 
young man ! he sleeps beneath the text of his own choosing, " There is mercy with Thee, 
therefore art Thou feared." The last words, the " loit words" as he used to call them, 
AS he watched for their utterance day after day at the close of my ministrations in his 
sick-room. Again, I would say, get to your real work without delay. Never let any 
secular conversation come between you and it. Reverential quietude is better than smiling 
cheerfulness in a sickroom, — it is more real and more fitting. Again, try to h6 "con- 
secutive," ** continuous,**— let to-day's ministrations lead up to to-morrow's. Tell your 
** patient " that you wish to go through a special course, should time permit. Take care 
that the last words lead up to the next— let the patient feel that " preparation " rather 
than "consolation" is the object of your visit— "preparation," be plain— for *^life,^* if 
God blesses the means used for recovery— for " death" if God so will. Be very careful 
in your own preparations before each visit. 

Lastly, for my time has passed, one word on the marvellous power of Bible wcnrds 
even in cases of apparent unconsciousness. I could give you many instances of this, in 
which the apparently unconscious soul has recognised and welcomed " The Word 
Bead ! " and evidently joined, in that wondrous moment when half within and half 
without the veil, the Church's ministration of the Word. Do we not all remember the 
"last words" of one of our sweetest saints, as from time to time his loving attendants 
ceased to read, thinking that his soul had already passed ; over and over to the veiy 
close, the scarcely-murmured words, " More words, more sweet words ! " 



The Ebv. H. Hawkins, Chaplain of the County Lunatic 
Asylum, Colney Hatch. 

If the word ** sick " in the notice of the subjeet may be enlarged to inolnde the infirm 
in mind^ and the " special ministrations *' embrace those of the laity, my fdw remarks 
niay not be inapplicable. It is my lot to be chaplain of a large hospital for the infirm 
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in mind, in oiliOT wordi, of a large lunatic asylom at Ck>lney Hatch. It is my great 
4«alre to attract, if I may do so, the interest of the laity and of others to the case of the 
mentally infirm, im that Mid in similar institutions. 

The time is short, and I will say what I wish briefly ; I will name one or two practical 
ways of benefiting those thus afSicted. 

Bome persons might, with concurrence of the authorities, have assigned to them, in 
A neighbouring asylum, a friendless patient Who would be able to appreciate the kind* 
ness and 'sympathy ci a friend outside. There are many, in asylums, who, as regards 
Aoquaiutiuices wUhomi, are like a dead man out of mind. Those who happened to be in 
the neighbourhood of an asylum might, in some oases, visit selected patients, as is 
already done by certain ladies in tiie neighbourhood of Colney Hatch. Hiose who could 
not ^aenorUMy visit, might write to the superintendent or chaplain, for the name of 
some friendless inmate. To him, or her, they could send by post some trifle, a picture- 
card, « tract, ot a few stamps now and. then. This would be but a small matter, yet 
great effects might result, and light shed on s<»ne darkened and sorrowful mind. 

Again, there are some patients who have become convalescent, but yet who are 
temporarily, in kindness, retained, because they have no friends to receive them. For 
ihese^ some situation might often be found. 

Another inqNotant wc«k would be the formation of oonvaleacent homes fcnr those 
reoovezing from mental disorder. There are many such homes in connection with ordi- 
nary hospitals, but not with alliums for the insane. 

Ladies might sometimes do good service by recommending respectable young women as 
nocses. And, under certain circumstances, ladies seeking for themselves a useful voca- 
tion might find it in ministrations in asylum wards. 

These few words poMj suggest some ways in which the injunction to '* comfort the 
feeble-minded, and to support the weak '' may be carried out. 



The Eev, J. B. Parker, M.A. 

I SHOULD hardly have presumed to have addressed the Congress, if I had iliought 
that the subject which is so near to my heart, and that of many of my brother priests, 
would have been so freely dealt with, and so fully advocated. But I am emboldened, 
my lord, by the advice which you gave us in your opening address, when ypu urged us 
to be practical, so that the talkers at the Congress might provide some residuum for the 
thinkers and doers who had stopped at home^ The particular subject which I desire to 
touch upon, viz., the reserved sacrament, is eminently practical. From the earliest 
times, we have distinct historical testimony of its existence. Justin, Martyr, in the 
middle of the second century, freaks of the reservation of the sacrament, and from him 
to the present we have a continuous stream of evidence. Some attempt has been made 
liy a previous speaker to discredit the teaching of the First Prayer Book of King Edward 
TL, but he forgot to inform the audience that in the Act of Uniformity, this -book is 
spoken of as being " a very godly order," and containing nothing but what was '* agree- 
able to the "Word of God, and the Primitive Church.** We have been told by high medi- 
cal authority, that the reserved sacrament is very desirable for the sick, who, from 
Ixxlily or mental weakness are unable to endure the excitement of a long service. It is 
also an immense boon to those of the clergy who have learnt to value and to practise 
fasting communion. It would also enable them to render canonical obedience to an old 
canonical rule, which forbids them from celebrating and communicating more than once 
on the same day. I myself have been compelled to celebrate three times on the same 
day, and I must confess that it was a' strain upon conscience. It is also very desirable 
for the honour and dignity of the blessed sacrament itself. In many of our large towns 
and country villages the rooms of the poor are so filthy and squalid, that it is well nigh 
impossible to celebrate with that devotion and decency which is due to these holy myste- 
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ries. For the sake of the siok "ptiBon, for the lake of the priest, ahove all, for the sake* 
of the blessed sacrament, let as set the stone rolling at this Oongress, which in time 
will get back for the Church of England that whioh onr more fortunate rister dnirch 
of Scotland has still, yiz,, the reserved sacrament. We have episcopal sanction for this 
practioe. Archbishop Longley, when Bishop of Bipon, and the cholera was raging At- 
Lieeds, allowed the reservation of the sacrament, saying that ** while he could not autho- 
rise reservation, yet he did not feel himsdf justified in forbidding it in such an emer- 
gency." The late Bishop of Winchester gave' a similar permission at the time ci a severe- 
epidemic in London. Allusion has been made to the words of the a8th Article, ** The 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not by Ohrist's ordinance reserved,** as being con- 
demnatory of the practice. But both Mshop Wilberforoe and Bishop Harold Browne 
have in Oonvocation deniedlthat this is the intention of the Artide. Thai grand 
scholar and theologian. Bishop Forbes of Brechin, whose irreparable loss we have not 
yet ceased to depl<»re, writes, " The Article does not prohibit reservation, but merely 
states that reservation is no part of Ohrist's institution. *' Let me read to you the words, 
of the saintly John Keble on this subject, " Such ceremonies may be, and are omitted 
without breaking our Lord's enactment touching the £udiazist. Q!he Church mi^t 
leave them out, and yet leave the whole of this institution untouched. £k> much ia 
really the whole amount of the prohibition as far as the sentence is concerned." Is it 
then chimerical to hope, is it an extravagant fancy to believe, that one day reservation 
will again become an established custom, and not as at present the half -stealthy, half- 
apologetic usages of a few Catholic priests who are living in advance of their age. I 
need hardly say more on |bhis subject, save that the authoritative restoration of the 
reserved sacrament is very much to be desired, and nothing more practical can be done 
at tins Congress than to commence to secure this great blessing and privilege to our 
branch of the Catholic Church. 



The Eight Eev. the President. 

I THANK you for the quietness that has pervaded this meeting, although we have been 
discussing a subject which must touch the feelings of all, and, perhaps, more than touch 
the feelings of some. I thank you for the forbearance you have shown, although some 
of the remarks that have been made must have been very painful to many of us. It 
proves that there is among us a real spirit of toleration, which is willing to consider 
everything that is proposed, be it what it may ; and even, if we have already made up 
our minds upon our own conclusion, yet a discussion like this enables us to better under, 
stand our brethren, and draws us much more closely together than if we merely rejected 
their opinions without a hearing. At the beginning of the meeting I differed from 
some in enforcing the time allotted to a speaker, and it did not seem to me convenient 
to allow the ^introduction^ of the practice of lengthening the speeches. I may have 
made a mistake in judgment for I am not infallible. That was my reason, and I don't 
think that any one who belongs to this diocese will believe me likely to display the 
slightest conscious unfairness.. 
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FRIDAY MORNING, 6th OCTOBER. 



The Right Rev. the President took the Chair in the Guildhall 

at Ten o'clock. 



SPIRITUAL LIFE IN ITS PERSONAL AND SOCLiL ASPECTS. 

The President. 

It is an old esiablislied role of the Congress that the discussion on this and kindred 
qnerftioni should be altogether unattended by any expressions of approval or dis- 
approvaL The subject is so very solemn, that it is right when Christians meet together 
to exchange th^ opinions upon it they should obsenre that quietness which shall 
plainly mark how seriously they are considering what they are doing. I hope, ^re- 
fore, you will understand that there is to be no expression of applause, and no expres- 
sion of disapprovaL 



PAPERS. 

The Rev. Prebendary W. R. Clark. 

The subject before us is man's spiritual life — '^ the life of Qod in the saul 
of man/' as one of our older writers calls it — under its two principal 
4ispectS| namely, as it exists and acts in the individual soul, and as it is 
embodied and expressed in social intercourse. 

The introductory paper on this subject will, perhaps, be most con- 
veniently devoted to some remarks on the relation subsisting between 
these two a^ects of spiritual life, and especially on the foundation on 
which it is based.^ I mean the corporate life of the Church : the common 
life of the mystical body of Christ, of that temple in which the. Holy 
Ohost dwells, and which is alive because He dwells in it To adopt any 
-other starting point than this seems to me to begin at the wrong end, and 
to confuse the whole subject. I hope I need not say that I desire to 
assert this princi^de in no ccmtroversial spirit, and in no sense which is, 
or ought to be, peculiar to any one school in the Church of England. 

To those who have considered this subject under the light of Holy 
Scripture and of the more mature experience of the Christian Church, it 
must seem not a little surprising that a sort of antagonism should be 
4Nipposed to exist between these two sides of divine truth. And yet 
so it has been-— one school having put itself forward aa the asserter of 
personal religion, while another has insisted mainly upon the social or 
the corporate Hfe of the Christian Church — so that, according to the one 
view, the Christian man has been regarded as a kind of consecrated 
hermit, almost without relations or duties to the rest of mankind, and 
according to the' other, as merely a portion of a mechanism in which his 
personal vdition was unimportant or almost non-existent. But apart 
iroin such extravagances, which it must be confessed are exceptioned^ it 
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has been too common to place the subject of personal Christian life upon 
a wrong basis. For example, it has been customary first to insist upon 
the absolute necessity of personal faith and the power of that faith to 
bring men into a real contact with, and a true relation to, the eternal and 
iuTisible world ; but then it has been, as it were, conceded that, notwith- 
standing the personal character of true religion, it must also be social ; 
and further, we have been told that the Church is ordained to exist for 
this end, that it may afford a means of exercise to the social qualities of 
our human nature, and that it is a voluntary association of true believers 
for that purpose. A good deal of this is of course very true ahd impor- 
tant, and so far there can be no disagreement among those who in any 
wise recognise the spirituality of the religion of Jesus Christ. And if such 
statements were made only in popular teaching, they might be allowed to 
pass, and even meet with approval. If, however, they are put forward as 
claiming theological completeness, or even exact theological accuracy, then 
we must poiiit out that, so regarded, they will, not satisfy either the re- 
quirements of Church doctrine, or the plain meaning of the New Testa- 
ment. It may be true, in a sense, to say that we have a social Christian 
life because we have a personal life ; but we must go deeper : we must 
seek for the origin of our personal life in our corporate; and, in the 
assertion of this fundamental truth, we are not only teaching a true and 
biblical theology, we are also asserting the principle, the primary fact^ 
which will throw light upon the true character of all spiritual life, both 
personal and social. Corporate and personal life can hardly be separated 
even in thought : they cannot be separated at all in fact. This is true of 
all lif e« The whole life of man, in its origin, deivelopment, xeis^ionB^ is 
corporate as well as personal ; that is to say, it is inseparably united and 
blended with the life of others ; and it is not personal and individuid in 
spite of being corporate, but because it is corporate:: in other words, 
personal life springs out of corporate life. . 

What is our natural life but a participation in the common life of 
humanity 1 We do not exist singly, separately, independently. We 
are members of a family. We all draw our life from one. common source ; 
yea the very '* mother of all living '' was not created independently, she 
was taken from the side of the first man. Nothing coold, dedaore more 
emphatically the unity of the race, the community of its life. . So.it is 
with the ratiatial and moral life of man. Tim also w« draw from our 
fathers, and possess in common with our brothers and sistecs of mankind. 
But that is not all. The development of our inteMeetual and moral powers, 
their emergence into consciousness and activity is dependent upon our 
existence within the human society. And here we are touching upon a 
point more directly connected with the terms of the question Wore us — 
the dependence of personal life not only on corporate life, bat on aodal 
life. If this should, for a moment, seem doubtful, then Id; it be remem- 
bemd how the life of man as a reasonable being is fostered hy. edocatiDn 
and by contact with other lives. Our faculties ara stirred into activity, 
and our powers are confirmed by influences whidi move us from without. 
AjpArt from such infiumces man would grow up, if he could grow up at 
al^ Httle different from a beast 

Now the same things are true of man's spiritual lifo. That we are 
pafiakers of the common life of the mystical body of oar Lord is the plain 
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teachiog alike of the Bible and of the Church. If we are children of Gbd 
and inheritors of the kingdoU of heaven, it is because we are first members 
of Christ " For in Him," says Hooker (v. 56, 57), "we actually are by 
our actual incorporation into that society which hath Him for their Head, 
and doth make together with Him one Body (He and they in that respect 
having one name), for which cause, by virtue of this mystical conjunction, 
we are of Him and in Him even as though our very flesh and bones should 
be made continuate with His.*' And the analogy between the origin of 
our natural life in the first Adam, and that of our spiritual life in the 
second Adam, is wonderfully complete. '* The Church is in Christ, " says 
Hooker again, " as Eye was in Adam. Yea by grace we are every one 
of us in Christ and in His Church, as by nature we are in those our first 
parents. Ood made Eve of the rib of Adam ; and His Church he frameth 
out of the very flesh, the very wounded and bleeding side of the Son of 
man ; '' and again he calls the Church the " Mother of our new birth." 

But the analogy holds not only in reference to the origin of man's 
spiritual life, but also as to its continuation, development, and growth. Leav- 
ing the particular consideration of the operation of the Word and Sacra- 
ments to those who come after me, I may observe generally, that just as 
the little child that is bom into this world must be watched over, sheltered, 
and nourished, if it is to live and thrive ; so must the soul that is new 
bom to God in Christ — and this statement depends upon no peculiar view 
of the sacraments — be nourished and protected if it is to continue m 
S|Hiritaal life and health and strength. As it drew its first breath from 
that gracious Spirit of life, who is the very soul of the mystical Body of 
Christ, so its personal life thus derived 6an be sustained and fostered only 
by the co-operation of others. In a word, the personal spiritual life of 
man has a corporate origin, and it can be continued only in the form of 
social spiritual life. 

The truths now insisted upon are, from one point of view, the deepest, 
the. most mysterious, the most deserving of reverent study of all those 
vrhich concern the life of man. From another point of view, they are not 
only the most unquestionable, but the most obvious. If, however, it be 
thought that they are so obvious as to render the assertion of them the 
mere repetition of commonplaces, I will simply answer that the whole 
science of human life turns upon commonplaces ; and further, that not 
only are these simple elementary truths widely forgotten or ignored ; but 
the forgetfulness of them — ^as many of us must know well — is most dis- 
astrous in its consequences to the actual spiritual life of Christian men 
and of the Christian community. 

The assertion of the corporate character of our spiritual life is so far 
from disparaging the reality and necesssity of personal life, that it may 
be said to be the only true starting point from which we can proceed to 
consider its real nature. And further, it will be found that the living 
recognition of this origin of the life of grace will be the best safeguard 
against some of the most formidable evSa by which the spiritual life of 
men and of communities is assailed. 

If we turn our attention to the striking imagery employed by our Lord 
of the vine and its branches ; or to the still more suggestive figure which 
it wais possible for St. Paul to make use of, after the descent of the Holy 
Qhost — ^I mean the figure of the body and its members — we shall see how 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



320 Spiritual Life — Papers, 

unreasonable is the notion that the doctrine of the Christianas corporate 
life can in any way conflict with or weaken#he idea of bis personal life. 
Take the vine and its branches. On the one hand, the branch can lay 
claim to no life which is not derived from the vine and shared by the other 
branches ; on the other hand, the life of the vine in general could be of 
no benefit or efficacy in the particular branch, unless it received the living 
sap which alone can carry life into its every fibre. Or*take the image of 
the body and its members. Of what avail were it, on the one hand, to 
plead on behalf of a withered foot or arm that it was connected with the 
body and a member of it, since it clearly did not partake of its life f or, on 
the other hand, could the strong and active limb for one instant lay claim 
to a separate and independent life, when its separation from the body of 
which it was a member would lead to an instant extinction of its vitality ? 
The simple truth, in things nataral and in things spiritual, is plainly this : 
that each member is alive just because it is connected with the fountain 
of life, just because it is part of a living organism, and partakes of the 
conmion life of that organism ; and the proof of its being in such organic 
connection with the whole body is found in its possession of personal and 
individaal vitality. 

To an audience like the present, I need not pause to point out how 
intimately and inseparably these principles are connected with that which 
must always be regarded as the root of vital Christianity in the heart of 
man — I mean the love of God and man, the' love of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and of the brotherhood in Him, and of the whole human race for His sake, 
and for their sake. But I must ask leave to show, for a moment, how a 
deep sense and a firm grasp of these truths would famish the strongest 
of safeguards, against some of the worst and most pernicious characteristics 
of the religious life of the present day.* And, when I speak of these evil 
characteristics as being pernicious, I mean that they not only mar the life 
of the Christian Church and the Hfe of its members, but they render our 
teaching in a great measure unacceptable to those who are without I 
may instance, as among the most conspicuous of these, our selfishness, our 
Pharisaism, our unreality, our self-will, our party spirit We may be 
unwilling that these charges should be brought against us ; but they are 
brought : and if we place our own spiritual life, and the spiritual life of 
our own day in comparison with the Christian life as it is set forth in the 
New Testament, as it is exhibited in the lives of the most saintly men and 
women who have lived before us, and especially in Him who is King of 
saints, we shall be constrained to acknowledge- that there £s too much 
truth in the charge. I use the word pharimi&n^ not in the vituperative 
but in the historical sense. The religious life of our own day is deeply 
penetrated by this spirit — the spirit of separation-^not of separation from 
evil, not that coming out and being separate which alone God demands of 
us, of which, perhaps, there is too little — not even of separation from evil 
men, but from our brethren in Christ because their watdiwords are not 
ours. It is this spirit of pharisaism which makes us claim as our own 
any good thing which we may seem to possess, forgetting that we have 
received it. It is this spirit which makes us deny to our brethren that 
which we claim for ourselves, forgetting that we are all one in C9irist : 
would such a spirit be possible, if we had a strong and vivid conviction 
that we had all our true life from Qim who was not only (mr Deliverer 
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and Saviour, but the Head of the whole Body — if we kept it in mind that 
we were all members one of another 1 And surely our spiritual percep- 
tions must bd dim and clouded if we cannot see that the spirit of separa- 
tion must always engender unreality of thought and word — and unreality 
is falsehood, and falsehood is death. Could those evir weeds grow so 
abundantly in the garden of the Lord, if we were more deeply penetrated 
by the truth of these words of St. Paul, " We, being many, are one body 
in Christ, and every one members one of another" (Rom. xii. 5) ] Would 
they not at le^st be greatly held in check by the remembrance that the 
life of faith and love in which we rejoice, and by which we accomplish 
anything that is well-pleasing in the sight of Ood, is the gift of that one 
Lord of whom we are all members alike, by that one Spirit of whom we 
are all alike partakers ? 

I should have liked to show the influence of these principles on our 
sense of personal responsibility ; but I will only suggest this thought in 
passing, and ask you for a moment' to consider their relation to intercessory 
prayer. Nearly all that may be said of prayer in general may be said 
intensively of intercessory prayer. Is it hard to believe in the efficacy of 
prayer 1 Yes, to many of us it is very hard. But it is doubly hard to 
believe in the efficacy of intercessory prayer. To most iften, who have 
the least faith, prayer is at times a matter of impulse and instinct. With 
us all, intercessory prayer is, for the most part, a matter of reflection. 
Again, is it true that our prayers are a faithful index of our spiritual state 
before Gk)d1 This is emphatically true of intercessory prayer. Our 
prayers for ourselves, the most real and the most earnest, if they are a 
proof of faith in God and in His promises, are yet often tinged with the 
spirit of self. It is those tirho pray earnestly, habitually, perseveringly 
for others as well as themselves, who have the supreme evidence that they 
" have passed from death unto life," because they " love the brethren." 
We may pray for ourselves — men have prayed for themselves and for the 
accomplishment of religious objects to the attainment of which they have 
consecrated their lives, — without being truly animated by the love of 
God and man. It is impossible really to pray for others — to bear them, 
their trials, their needs, their sorrows, on our hearts, before the throne of 
grace, as we bear our own sorrows — unless we are animated by a sincere 
spirit of love. 

Are we not touching here, upon that which is most vital in this whole 
question of '^ spiritual life in its personal and social aspects T' Touching 
only, I admit, for no more is at present possible ; yet really touching it. 
Show me a Christian community of which the spirit might be described 
as one that expressed itself most naturally. in intercessory prayer, and you 
show one in which spiritual [life must^ in the individuals of which that 
community is composed, be true and deep, and in which the common life 
must be fall of love and harmony and power. But such an example will 
never be adduced until the principle be clearly perceived, and firmly and 
earnestly held — that we are all one in Christ and members one of another. 
There is no principle which it is more needed to enforce ; there is none 
which will help us to see the use and blessedness of every sacred exercise 
and every means of grace. Prayer, and the reading of God's Holy Word, 
and the use of the Sacraments will be profitable and edifying in proportion 
as we know that in our one great Elder Brother we are all brethren— all 

X 
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members one of another, because we are all members of Him. It is for 
this that our Blessed Lord prayed in that which must be the model of all 
intercessory prayer — it is this which He desired, and which we must desire, 
as the means of most inward blessedness to the Church, and of conversion 
to the world : '* That they all may be one ; as thou. Father, art in Me, 
and I in Thee, that theyjalso may be one in us : that the world may beUeve 
that Thou hast sent Me " (St. John xviL 21). 



The Rev. Cakon Bell. 



In dealing with this solemn subject, I shall arrange what I have to say 
under two heads — First, " What the spiritual life is, and whence it flows ; " 
Secondly, '* The manner in which it is manifested to the world outade.^' 
Under these two divisions will be comprised the spiritual life in its per- 
sonal and social aspects. 

I. What it is, and whence it flows. Spiritual life is the life of Gk)d in 
the soul of man, provided for His people by God the Father, purchased 
for His Church by Gk)d the Son, communicated to His elect by God the 
Holy Ghost It becomes ours through union with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Head of that one Body into which all believers are baptized by the 
one Spirit. It is not the old life improved, but a new life imparted. This 
new or. spiritual life is a necessity for all who would serve God in the 
beauty of holiness here, or enjoy ^e viBion of God in the perfection of 
holiness hereafter. It is not a something which we nmy have, but a quali- 
fication which we muft have, if we are to be ^' meet for the inheritance of 
the saints in light" If there be not spiritual life, there must be spiritual 
death, and spiritual death is condemnation. ^' Except a man be bom again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God." *^ If any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ he is none of His." '' To be carnally minded is death, but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace." This spiritual life is not a grace 
necessarily derived through an external connection with the visible Church ; 
it is the personal gift of the Holy Ghost who 'deak directly and imme- 
diately, as He wills, with the individual souL The Holy Ghost ia *' the 
Lord and Giver of life ; " He it is who, " dividing to every man severally 
as He will, " quickens the dead in trespasses and sins, and so breathes 
into them the breath of a divine life, that regenerated man, in an enlarged 
and nobler sense, becomes " a living souL" Now, for the first time^ a light 
from heaven streams upon the opened eyes» the ears catch the m^ody of 
the gospel of peace, the enlarged heart responds to the voice of God, the 
hands begin to toil in His service, the feet to run the way of His oonmiand- 
ments. Blessed, indeed, is this new creation. It is the life of heaven com- 
menced on earth, to be fully developed hereafter, as the bud expands into 
the flower, the rill enlarges into the river, the blush of dawn glides into 
the blaze of meridian day. 

To understand what the spiritual life is, we may study some of the 
symbols under which the attributes and agencies of its Divine Author are 
presented to us in Holy Scripture. The Spirit is likened to voind, moving, 
stirring, quickening, scattering the clouds of error, and so blowing upon 
the garden, in ruder or in gentler gales, that '^ the spices thereof flow^forth,'' 
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and shed a holy fragrance round. Another emblem of the Spirit is water, 
cleansing, purifying, washing the soul from the pollution of sin, so causing 
" old things to pass away, and all things to become new." The Spirit is 
liglU, illuminating the understanding, irradiating the soul, manifesting to 
us our lost estate, and revealing the Lord Jesus Christ as *^ made of God 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." 
Thus the sinner, who was " sometime darkness," " becomes " light in the 
Lord." The Spirit is fire, melting the heart, inflaming the affections, burn- 
ing up the evil, and purging away the dross. No external agencies, or 
ordinances, or moralities, nothing which only touches the surface, can effect 
this. Nothing but the baptism of fire which goes with searching power 
through the inner man, withering the seeds of sin, and kindling the love 
of God on the altar of the heart. The Spirit is dew, refreshing, reviying, 
80 that there is a recovery of failing strength, a renewal of dying graces, 
the tender grass springing up by " clear shining after rain." 

Such is spiritual life in some of its personal aspects. It is '^ a well of 
water springing up unto everlasting life," with Sovereign Love for its source, 
the Divine Son for its procuring cause, the Divine Spirit for its immediate 
author, the various means of grace for its normal channels. To ourselves 
it will be evidenced by **joy and peace in believing," by faith which trusts 
God's promises and embraces God's Son, by growth in grace, in love, in 
humility, and in all those " fruits of the Spirit, which are by Jesus Christ 
to the glory and praise of God." The possessor of this life cannot " walk 
in darkness," for he is a child of light ; cannot be poor, for Christ invests 
him with " unsearchable riches ; " cannot be but blessed, for the Triune 
God loves him, takes up His abode with him, and makes the heart His 
shrine. " All things are the believer's, for he is Christ's, and Christ is 
God's." His are pardon, peace, acceptance, protection, provision through 
tbe wilderness, whatever pertains to life and godliness, this world in its 
best aspects, the better world with its true and everlasting blessedness. 
This spiritual life will not remain stationary or stagnant. Progress will 
attend its course and attest its reality. It will be maintained and strength- 
ened by loving communion with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Chnst, 
by close contact with the Word of God, by constant prayer for tbe Spirit's 
help, and by diligent attendance on all the Church's ordinances in the 
outward means of grace. It will be nourished daily with heavenly manna, 
fed with the sincere milk of the Word, refreshed by water from the Rock 
of Ages. Thus the believer, so long as he lives, will be growing up into 
Christ in all things. And when life's feverish dream is ended, he will awake 
with Christ's perfect likeness, and be abundantly " satisfied with it." 

Let us now consider spiritual life in its social aspects — ^by which I 
understand its outward manifestation to the world around us. Spiritual 
life does not imply a life spent wholly in devotion — not what is called 
*^ the religious life" — ^but a life in which God is glorified before men by 
its integrity, its goodness, its benevolence and truth, the indwelling Spirit 
manifesting His power on the outward conduct The truly spiritual man 
is not of necessity the anchorite, nor the recluse, not the man who retires 
within the cloister's safe retreat in the vain hope of flying from the 
world's temptations, and hardships, and snares. There is no rej^reat 
where the world will not go with us, no wilderness where the devil 
will not go after us. In the Master's case, solitude was Satan's oppor- 
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tunity. We are to walk amongst our fellows " holding forth the Word 
of Life," and testifying our faith by our works. We are to be "Epistles 
of Christ, known and read of all men." "Enoch walked with God" as 
a husband and father, amidst the duties, and cares, and anxieties of family 
life — David, with all the responsibilities of a kingdom on his shoulders, 
found leisure to serve, and worship, and delight in the God of his fathers. 
Our Lord prayed for His disciples, not that they should be taken out of 
the world, but preserved from the evil that is in it. The soldier of his 
country who wins the most credit is not he who hu^s in sheltered hiding- 
places, but the man who boldly confronts the danger and faces the foe. 
The best soldier of Christ is not he who runs away from worldly duties, but 
he who though in the world is not of it ; who, living below, dwells above ; 
and who, whilst he lives below, throws himself into the battle with tiie sin, 
the sorrow, and the vice by which he is surrounded ; who overcomes in the 
name and through the strength of Christ, his great Captain ; and who, 
always busy about his Father's business, leaves the world better than he 
found it. I recognise as the highest spiritual life that which, in its mani- 
festation, does away with any hard and fast line between what is religious 
and what is secular, and so welds the two together that all work becomes 
religion, and all life worship. This is a practical carrying out of the apostle's 
exhortation, " Whether ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God." Viewed in tiiis light, and conducted in this spirit, the 
most common action, the most menial work, becomes honourable ; every 
lawful occupation rises into a holy service. 1 believe that it is through 
this outward manifestation of the spiritual life, through its natural out- 
goings in " w<»rks of faith and labours of love," that religion is com- 
mended to men of this world ; and that, when we hold up to them the 
mirror of a life bright with all things that are "just and pure, lovely and 
of good report," they feel when in contact with ua the subduing power 
and the attractive beauty of holiness. Look at the spiritual man in the 
family circle, that testing-place of true religion — follow him to the social 
gathering where he is wont to seek friendly intercourse — ^to the varied 
scenes in which he finds needful recreation — the same principle guides 
and governs him in all placesiand at all times. He knows that spirituality 
does not demand asceticism ; he feels that it abhors self-indulgence. 
He sits at the feast, like his Master before him, but gives no countenance 
to the prevailing luxury of the day. He loves cheerfulness, but frowns 
upon levity. Wherever he is, he remembers that he is not his own hat 
was bought with a price. He goes no whither where his Master will not 
accompany him — ^says nothing that he would not have his Master to hear 
— does nothing upon which he cannot ask his Master^a blessing, and for 
which he cannot hope for his Master's approval, " Well done, good and 
faithful servant." 

I have thus sketched the portrait of the spiritual man. But, alas \ does 
not the actual too generally fall below the ideal f Tet this is not a higher 
attainment than the Gospel sets before us, when it proposes to us the 
example of Christ, and exhorts us to have the " same mind that was in 
Him." Well may we ask, as we think of this pure and spotless model, 
*< Who is sufficient for these things ? " And in view of our daily short- 
comings, well may we smite upon our breasts with the cry, "God be 
merciful to me a sinner ! " adding to it the prayer, " My soul deaveth to 
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the dust, quicken Thou me, according to Thy Word ! " And happy is he 
in whom the sorrow of self-abasement, and the cry of insuffieiency, passes 
into the song of triumphant assurance : ''I can do all things through Chiist 
which strengtheneth me." '* Our sufficiency is of Qod." 

There js something unutterably solemn in the responsibility which rests 
upon those who have received the divine life, to manifest it forth in its 
purity and power. The world is to see the life of Christ perpetuated, and 
repeated in His people. As Christ is our Representative before Gk>d in 
Heaven,, so are we to be His representatives before men on earth. " Te 
are My witnesses," said the Lord to Israel of old : " This people have I 
formed for Myself, they shall show forth My praise." His reputation is, 
as it were, committed to our keeping, and we are to manifest the beauty 
of His character, and reflect the lustre of His life — to be holy and harm- 
less as He ^as — going about to do good, as He did. Thus shall we 
vindicate the true spirituality of the religion we profess ;' and men aroUnd, 
who are quick to detect inconsistency, but ready to acknowledge virtue, 
seeing our life bright with all the Christian graces, shall be won over to 
take part and lot in this matter, " We will go with you, for we have heard 
that God is with you." 

Be it ours, then, to bring the spiritual life to bear on everything 
throughout the day. As the sun in heaven shines on hill and dale, on 
«ea and land, on forest and plain, on the cedar of Lebanon and on the 
meanest flower that blows, so may we let the life of God within shine on 
everything without. Then every day, though not a Sunday, will be a 
Lord's day, and every work, though not a directly devotional act, will be 
a holy work, and as we do '^ whatsoever our hand flndeth to do with all 
our might," and tredd life's thickest thoroughfares, we shall ever walk the 
world with God. Ah, and then as the life of Christ is manifested in our 
mortal body, each evening as it closes round us with those shadows which 
must shortly deepen into death, will leave us nearer to that heaven where 
worship shall be service, and service worship, and where we shall cease 
not day and night to cry, " Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which 
was, and is, and is to come ! " 



The Kev. W. H. Hutchings, M.A., Sub- Warden of Clewer. 

Wb observe in the physical world a law of progress ; whatever has life 
•exists at first only in a rudimentary state. In its beginning it is but the 
;germ or embryo of that which it may become ; in vegetable or animal 
life, the seed or corpuscle are the points of commencement, however 
gigantic may be the tree or colossal the organism which are their final 
result The earth was at first " without form and void," and God after- 
wards in successive periods brought His work to maturity ; in the lan- 
guage of an old writer. He first "conferred on it being, and subsequently 
perfection." Living creatures supply a miniature and reflection of this 
Divine method in the forniation of the world : there is, first birth, then 
growth, then maturity ; there is, " first the blade, then the ear, after that 
the full corn in the ear." Dawn is succeeded by day, the acorn becomes 
the oak, the infant the man. But though life has such small beginnings, 
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its increase does not depend only on accretion, for there is laid in within 
its several forms an innate capacity for, and power of movement towards^ 
its ultimately perfect state, provided no hindrance arrest its expansion. 

The same process of passage from the imperfect or chaotic to the per- 
fect and systematic, might be traced in the world of thought ; whether 
we look at codes of morals or forms of government, definitions of theo- 
logy or modes of worship, we shall find on taking a retrospect of their 
history, that, emerging from an elemental stage, they have grown and 
taken shape both by the development of an inherent vitality, and by 
assimilating the contributions of successive generations. 

Now, it is my purpose in the short time allotted to me, to endeavour to 
view the moral and spiritual life in the light of this truth, and to see how 
the inner life of man shares in this universal law of progress ; my remarks 
will, therefore, be confined to the spiritual life '^ in its personal aspect'' 

Growth in the physical world is increase of bulk ; and this seems to be 
less as we rise in tiie scale of being. There are vaster growths in the 
vegetable than in the animal world, and in the animal than in man. 
This diminution of outward increase prepares us for an increase from 
within, a development of a moral and spiritual character of which the 
growth of the loftiest tree, or of the largest of quadrupeds, supplies a 
material analogy. It has often been remarked, that in the Mosaic ac- 
count of creation, Qod, when He beheld the lower forms of life, repeatedly 
declared them to be '' good,'' but to man made in His own image and 
likeness. He does not separately give this expression of approval. . The 
forms of life which were declared good were perfect according to their 
kinds ; they had neither probation nor elevation before them, but were in 
their prime : but with regard to man, on the other hand, though created 
and constituted with all natural and spiritual powers, as he belonged to 
a moral world, his goodness depended on the use and development of 
those powers ; so that the Divine image and likeness impressed upon 
him, contained in it — to transcribe and accommodate a phrase familiar 
to many — " the promise and potency of all * spiritual ' life " rather than its 
actual attainment. * 

f Before examining the conditions of its growth, we must have some 
definite understanding as to what is meant by the moral and spiritual life. 
We have been told that there is a ^' physical basis of life " out of which 
the varied beauty of this outer world is formed ; so must there be a 
spiritual " basis of life " out of which the virtues and graces of a holy 
life take their origin. The tree will not be produced unless the seed is 
sown. The spiritual life is not generated by an effort of nature, but is 
imparted by God ; it belongs to a new order of existence. As the main- 
tainers of the theory of evolution have three chasms to bridge over, one 
from the stone to the plant, the second from the plant to the animal^ 
the third from the animal to man, so, from the natural to the supematnrai 
life, the continuity is again broken. But as a preparation for a new point 
of departure, the highest form of the previous order of existence approxi^- 
mates towards, is a prophecy of, and nearly touches, the next atep in the 
scale of being: as some plants present an appearance of sensitiveness and 
have a mode of nutrition which places them seemingly on the confines of 
an animal organisation ; and as some animals by their conformation and 
instincts come almost to the threshold of human existence ; so the moral 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Bev. W. n. Eutchings. 327 

instincts of man's nature, when faithfully and persistently followed, raise 
him up almost into the sphere of the supernatural life. Yet after all that 
life is from above, and whatever be the approximations of nature, enough 
to justify Tertullian's exclamation, ^^ O human soul, thou art a Christian by 
nature !" — ^the sentence holds good "that which is bom of the flesh is flesh," 
and " that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit.'^ St. Bernard says, " As the 
life of the body is the soul, so the life of the soul is Otod," The root then 
of the spiritual life is the presence and working of the Holy Spirit in the 
soul, animating it, corresponding with its faculties, and bestowing on it a 
new capacity for fellowship with God and man. This life is but a seed 
or germ in the regenerate child, or newly-converted person : they in the 
words of scripture are begotten '' not of corruptible seed but of incorrap- 
tible,'' and this seed is the spiritual basis of the life which is to be after- 
wards developed. 

There are three requisites for the growth of the spiritual life, three 
processes continually going on, which I will name : eradication^ assimila- 
tion, and education. I can take but a cursory survey of each. 

L And first, eradication will be necessary. It would be useless to 
attempt to develop the spiritual life by m^ans of the second and third 
processes, if the first were neglected. Assimilation and education are not 
sufficient for the purpose, any more than a good diet and plenty of exercise 
are enough to restore a man who has within him the poison of disease, or 
whose constitution has been undermined. The order of advance must be 
that which was enjoined upon the prophet ; he was sent first " to root 
out, to pull down, to destroy," and then " to build and to plant." Any 
attempt to impj^ove mankind, which does not take into account the fact 
that there is a radical evil in his nature, will prove a failure. The soil 
must be cleared of weeds before the plant can grow ; and I will at once 
point to two practical modes of effecting this clearance, viz., self-examina- 
tion, and mortification, 

(i.) The maxim of the philosopher, "know thyself," is of prime importance 
in the spiritual life, but self-knowledge cannot be attained without self- 
examination. Thus Pythagoras taught his disciples to employ sometime 
morning and evening upon the three questions, " What have I done 1 How 
have I done it ? What have I failed to do ? " Besides the general examina- 
tion of all thoughts, words, and deeds, spiritual writers have recommended 
another which is specific and particular, as an occasional means of dealing 
with one evil habit at a time, especially the letiding fault of the character. 
But the examination of conscience clears only the surface of ihe life j to 
eradicate the evil we must go deeper, even to the sources of the sins, — ^tbe 
passions. 

(2.) Mortification of the passions is essential for spiritual progress. 
Through sin the flesh has been thrown into rebellion against the spirit. 
By the passions we mean all the movements of the lower nature, or to 
use philosophic language, of the sensitive appetite, movements which are 
termed " passions " because they are liable to produce bodily alterations 
and thrills of emotion, and act at first without consulting the higher 
faculties of our being, the mind and will. These passions form a con- 
stituent part of human nature, and are not bad in themselves, for they 
were exhibited in all perfection by our Blessed Lord ; but they have to be 
regulated and directed by the reasonable will. They have been compared to 
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the strings of the lute, capable of producing a distressing discord unless 
properly tuned and harmonised. They are like the wind, necessary for 
sailing, but causes also of storms and disaster. They are good servants 
but bad masters. The action, according to a great moralist, which is 
brought about by the combined elements of passion, reason, and will, is 
more perfect than that which is the cold product only of the two latter. 
But the passions in a corrupt state are the sources of sin; they are, in 
the language of Scripture, termed " the old man," '^ the carnal man," or 
dimply "the flesh," which is contrary not only to grace but to pure 
nature. Mortification, then, is the subdual of passion and the extermina- 
tion of the eyil which has thrown it into disorder ; it has two degrees in 
spiritual discipline. Mortification is first practised with regard to that 
which is sinful ; the lower is made to bend to the higher in matters in 
which the Law of Gk>d is concerned ; '' put off, concerning the form^ con- 
versation, the old man which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts ; ** 
and then the war of extermination is carried further by the mortification 
of lawful actions, occasionally, and with an express purpose. The advantage 
of this latter is twofold; first, a greater self-control is thereby gained, and 
secondly, it is a part of prudence to make matters doubly safe, by restrain- 
ing the passion not only on the margin of sin, but so far within it that 
there is room left for a slight play and vibration when temptation assails, 
\vithout passing at once the line of demarcation where moral evil begins. 
Holy Scripture seems, by the metaphors it employs, to denote successive 
stages of advance into the enemy's country, until at last the forces of the 
lower nature are completely subdued ; thus, " self-denial," '' hatred of 
self,*' " mortification of the members," and " crucifixion of the flesh with 
the affection and lusts,'' mark the gradual eradication of evil from corrupt 
nature. St. Bernard thus traces the progress of spiritual healing — " first, 
the Lord sends certain feelings of bitterness which fill the mind of man and 
expel the pernicious delight in sin ; secondly, He withdraws the outward 
occasions of sin lest infirmity should be too much tempted ; thirdly. He 
gives vigour of will against the temptation, and lastly, which is most 
perfect of all. He heals the affection." This gradual eradication of evil is 
the groundwork of spiritual progress. 

n. But this first process is a negative one. By it the hindrance to pro- 
gress is extirpated from our nature. The work cannot, however, be carried 
on without another, the second which I have named — the process of assimi- 
lation. Growth is attained as in plant or animal by addition from 
without. Thus, the plant draws in nutriment from the soil, the animal 
from the plant, and man from the animal Two things are necessary for 
nourishment, not only supplies from without, but a capacity of assimilation 
within. The richest soil would be useless if the root could not absorb its 
])roperties ; food, if eaten without the power of digestion, only produces 
discomfort The spiritual life, if it is to increase, must receive additions 
from without, and be in such a state as to be able to assimilate what is 
provided, so that the new food may pass into the unity of its being. In 
the natural life, the soul is not left to itself to develop its moral intuitions 
without any assistance from without, but receives aid from contact with 
others, from observation, from tradition. How much does mental and 
moral growth depend upon the surroundings of the life, as the success of 
the plant depends on the soil in which it is raised. It is the same 
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;i;ritli the spiritual life, though it is a divine life, a presence of the Spirit 
within the human spirit, with powers of faith, and hope, and love ; yet it 
<;an neither act nor grow without external aid, and this aid, in one word, is 
Divine grace. 

The growth of the inner life depends on supplies of grace, and on these 
supplies being absorbed by the spiritual nature and put to account — (i.) 
grace may come directly from heaven, and fall like the dew or sunshine 
on the tender plant, refreshing, uplifting, expanding, and beautifying it : 
sack are illuminations of the niind, inspirations, attractions; spiritual sweet- 
ness, and holy affections ; or — (2.) grace may come from without, through 
fiome intermediate channel, the Holy Scriptures, the preaching of the 
Gospel, Divine law, good example, events of daily life ; or — (3.) again, 
grace may be sacramen tally imparted, and thus not only be a passing 
illustration of the mind or enkindling of the heart, but a communication 
into the very substance of the life as the properties of the soil enter into 
the formation of the sap through the root : — in these three ways, grace is 
at hand to call into action or increase the spiritual life, but progress does 
not depend only on the supply, but on the power of assimilating t^at which 
is supplied. If the soul does not admit the ray of Divine light, or respond 
to the movement of Divine love, the grace which comes from heaven adds 
nothing. So in reading the Divine Word, though food is presented by 
means of it, yet if there is ne prayerful musing over the letter of Scripture, 
and no application of it to the personal needs of the individual, the soul 
receives no sustenance : as Chalmers says, '^ A man may know the truth 
and yet he may not consider it . . . nay, he may have heard of a particular 
doctrine so often as to have got it by heart without laying it to heart." 
So in reception of the^ Sacraments, the importance of the surrounding acts ' 
of devotion, the dispositions beforehand and the affections after, can hardly 
be over-estimated, for they are the quickening of the assimilative powers 
of the inner life whereby the virtue of the Sacrament is, so to speak, drawn 
tip into and appropriated by the receiver. The conveyance of grace 
through sensible means — besides being suitable to the human mind which 
is helped towards the invisible through the visible (Bom. i. 20), besides 
being a continuance of the mode of Divine acting in the Incarnation, 
besides being a vindication of the goodness of material things — is a continual 
reminder to man of his dependence on the grace of God, and so of the 
impossibility of leading a spiritual life in his own strength. 

III. But I must pass to the brief consideration of the third requisite 
for spiritual growth — education. I use the word in its strict meaning, 
the drawing out or training of powers which are possessed. As viewed in 
reference to the mind, the process of assimilation is the taking in of ideas, 
so that of education is the development of the intellectual faculties ; and 
as in mental culture the simple possession of a crude mass of information is 
to no purpose, unless the mind can digest it, arrange it, and make it its own ; 
and even its assimilation, though a pleasure to its possessor, is of no practical 
utility, unless in some way he brings it to bear upon his own or others' 
advancement: so grace must not only be received and absorbed by 
devotional earnestness ; it must be turned to account in the formation 
of virtues and the faithful discharge of the duties of life. The spiritual 
life is not a mere conquest of evil ; it is not only the putting off of the 
old man, but the putting on of the new. All our faculties and powers to 
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be developed mast be exercised, whether they be muscle, mind, or spirit. 
We have not only to shun abuse but also non-use. The limb which is 
never moved at last loses its power of motion. I look, then, to the 
education of the conscience, the action of the will, the exercise of the 
divine virtues, as requisite for advancement in the path of moral and 
spiritual perfectness. 

(i.) Theconscience being '' an impression of the Divine lightin us, a parti- 
cipation of the eternal law in the rational creature," is our first guide, and 
its dictates may never be disobeyed ; but it is a light which' '* may suffer 
refraction in passing into the intellectual medium of the individual. 
Conscience, as well as every other power in our nature, needs education ; 
if it be not cultivated, or if it be tampered with and abused, it will cease 
to act, or at least to act aright, it will become " seared " or '^ defiled/^ 
By faithfulness, its keenness of perception will be increased, the range of its 
judgments extended, the power of its decision heightened ; until, by reason 
of use the senses are so exercised to discern between good and evil, that it is^ 
in truth, '^ a prophet in its informations, a monarch in its peremptoriness, 
a priest in its blessings and anathemas." But this development of moral 
light will be gradual, as the distinction between good and evil and 
between good and better are referred to the inward guide, and not deter- 
mined by opinion, expediency, or utility. 

(2.) But conscience '^ is the practical judgment or dictate of reason *^ 
by which we judge what is to be done or avoided ; the doing or avoiding^ 
it depends on another faculty, the human will A court of justice is of 
no avail unless it has the power to carry out its sentences. 

Now, whatever the necessitarian may say to the contrary, we have a 
consciousness that we possess a self-determining power within us. 
Doubtless there are limits to that power; God alone has absolute 
freedom. God and nature meet in man ; on the one side man has the 
Divine image, on the other he is of the earth, earthy ; and so freedom and 
necessity are in some sense in him coupled together ; he live§ a life of 
necessity before he lives a life of freedom. He inherits propensities ; his 
birth, early life, influences, are not at his disposal ; he has a certain type 
of character, tastes, and capacities which will follow him to the grave ; 
but these only limit the circle in which his choices are made, and after all 
has been reckoned there remains ** an incalculable element ; " he possesses a 
consciousness of freedom, a knowledge that he might have acted differently, 
that he has after all a free will. *' From our inmost consciousness we 
know," says Mr. Martineau, " that, whenever we will, we can maJce our-- 
selves execute whatever we approve, and strangle^n its birth whatever we 
abhor." 

Now, it is by the exercise of the will that virtues are gradually formed ; 
the two factors upon which their growth depend are grace and will. 
Through this power of willing, man is able to have high aims, pure 
intentions, earnest resolves, and to embrace the means which are necessary 
for attaining holiness. The will, in the glowing expression of the apostle, 
*' reaches forth unto the things which are before," as the Perfect Life 
in Christ becomes the souFs absorbing vision. The power of the 
ideal is felt, and the will is stimulated to exert itself to form the virtues 
and graces which are perfectly realised in Christ. Each' act in re- 
sponse to grace increases the power of the will, and contributes to the 
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manufacture of a virtuous habit; and the facility with which at last these 
virtuous actions are performed, which at first were difficult, shows that the 
will is developing its intrinsic energy, andf is growing in freedom ai\d 
widening the area within which that freedom is capable of being exer- 
cised. This education of will-power involves the development of all other 
powers of the soul, which the will sets in motion and employs as the 
instrument of its purposes. "The fault of souls," says a French writer, is, 
that " they do not develbp themselves." The root of this fault is the 
inaction of the will. 

(3.) But the powers of the spiritual life on the divine side are also 
latent, and need to be drawn out into exercise, or else they will dwindle 
and die. I refer to those powers of believing in, hoping in, and loving 
Qod, which are the deep sources of spiritual life, elevating it above that 
which is only moral ; powers — that is, which regulate not only our actions 
and manners, but those which give the aim and reason, the spring and 
energy to the outward action. These, too, grow by being used ; and acts 
and i^ections of these virtues towards God are as necessary for their 
increase, as the exercise of zeal or lowliness, meekness or charity, are re- 
quired in our intercourse one with another. Under education, then, I 
include the development of the powers of conscience and of will, and the 
exercise of the virtues which are the links of union with God. 

Such are the three processes necessary for spiritual growth — eradiccUion of 
evil, assimUation of supplies of grace, education of naturaland spiritual powers. 
The attainment will be gradual, and not accomplished by a leap across 
the intermediate stages, the watered garden will become a brook, and then 
the progressive steps may follow, in the language of the son of Sirach — "And 
lOy my brook became a river, .and my river became a sea ; " for the words 
of Solomon will ever be verified by experience — " The path of the just is 
as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day." 



ADDRESSES. ' 
Hon. C. L. Wood. 

I CLAIM the indulgence of your Lordship, and of this Congress, because, I believe there 
are reasons, under existing circumstances, why it is well that a layman should not shrink 
from approaching this subject. 

As a layman, then, I would, in the first place, venture to ask, Why it Is that so little 
is done for the laity in the way of retreats ?— Solitude is the school into which we must 
all enter, if we are to be disciplined i^d trained for anything great ; and yet though this 
is so true, that it is a common remark, that a man cannot be worth much who is never 
alone, experience teaches us that solitude is what aU shrink from, while, even for those 
who realise its necessity, how difficult it is, amid the various occupations and distractions 
of life,, to find a convenient season in which to be alone ! How often does it happen, that 
what should be the duty of each day ends by being the work of none ; and what better 
remedy for this weakness, in some cases, this impossibility of attaining at home a retire- 
ment so needful to us or others, as the occasionid withdrawal of ourselves from our busi- 
ness and our friends to be alone with God, that we may be enabled to hear the voice of 
God speaking to us, and learn the true value of human things. An opportunity for such 
a retreat for laymen has now for some years past been given by the mission priests of 
St. John the Evangelist, at Oxford. The retreat usually lasts from a Monday evening 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



332 Spiriitud Life — A ddresses, 

to a Friday morning, during which time silenee if observed. It concludes with a ipeoial 
celebration of Holy Communion, at which the resulto of the meditationg made duijag 
the course of it, would be gathered up into a head by some practical resolution, which 
each person, with the advice of the priest conducting the retreat, would be invited to 
make. No doubt to begin such a retreat requires an effort. " The less,'* says the author 
of the *' Imitation," " thou visitest thy chamber, the more thou wilt loathe it ; the more 
thou visitest it, the more thou wilt like it ; but if thou keep to it, it will afterwards be 
to thee a dear friend, and a most pleasant comfort.*' But it is an effort well worth the 
making, for, to quote again from the ** Imitation," *' In times of silence and stillness, the 
soul advantageth herself, discerns the mysteries of Holy Scripture," and, to sum it np 
in one word, leams that which is the foundation of the spiritual life, to know herself and 
God. 

My Lord, I know well that such complete pauses in the current of life are not possible 
for all persons, but I should suppose that there are few who might not avidl themsdyeB 
of such a modified retreat, as now for some years past has been carried on in connection 
with the Church of All Saints, Margaret Street, where the retreat has. been confined to 
the morning and evening, so as to leave the business hours of the day free for necesaaiy 
work. Such a retreat has been found to be within the scope of the most busy, while 
the effort which it entails, together with the systematic arrangement and order of the 
meditations, produces results which experience teaches are seldom acquired apart fran 
them. 

An incident that occurred during the siege of Paris illustrates and explains in so vivid 
a manner the systematic character of the meditations given in a retreat, and the work 
they are calculated to effect', that I will venture to relate it. Towards the end of the 
troubles, when the city was in the hands of the Commune, the Archbishop of Paris and 
several of his clergy, as you are aware, were thrown into prison. Among those clergy 
there happened to be some priests belonging to a certain religious community, in which 
it was the custom that every member of the society should make a retreat of one month 
in the course of each year. The moment those priests were put into prison (we know 
this from fragments of a diary), they decided, as their other work was xnterrapted 
that they would begin their annual retreat. When the army after some weeks enteied 
Paris, and released such of the prisoners that survived, what did they find ? Not these 
priests, for they had been shot with the Archbishop, but in the room occupied by one 
of them— a book, open at its last pages just as it had been left by one who had evidently 
been summoned away unexpectedly and had never returned. That book was the book 
of meditations used by the society, beginning with the creation of man, the end of his 
existence, sin, repentance, death, judgment ; and the page at which it had been left 
was at the last meditation upon the joys of Heaven which closed both the retreat and 
the earthly life of one who had been a true servant of God. Can we wonder at the 
supernatural vigour of lives so trained, or at the work for the conversion of souls which 
is done throughout the whole world, with whatever drawbacks, by the Society of Jesus, 
to which these men belonged 1 of such men we may surely say, though dead they yet speak, 
since their example, after all, does but enforce the system of the Church herself. For 
what is Lent but the yearly retreat which the Church proposes to all her children- 
Lent, which is so sadly ignored amongst us, but which is at once the symbol of the 
Church's wisdom^ and of her indulgence. Of her wisdom— since at least once in each year, 
as holy week draws round, she compels us to forget this world and its engrossing cares 
at the foot of the cross — of her indulgence, since by forbidding amusements at one time, 
what does she but by implication permit them within reasonai)le limits at another. 

There are two other matters to which I would invite the attention of this Congresi. 
The first of these is the position which the holy Eucharist occupies in too many 
churches in England. We are apt to boast of our advantages over foreign churchea. 
My Lord, I wonder how we dare mock God and man by such boastings as long as 
there remains , a single church in this country where the holy Eucharist is not oele- 
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brated at least every Stmday and Saint's day. We are indignant at what we consider 
the profanation of the Lord's day by others ; in how many places do we profane thai; 
day among ourselves in a far more serious manner, by a systematic disregard of the one 
service commanded by Christ Himself. As Sunday after Sunday, Saint's day after 
Saint's day comes round in their turn, and yet the altar stands bare, with no Eucharist, 
no distribution of the bread of life to those who for lack of it are ready to faint by the 
way. I tremble at our boastings, for I ask myself in what light must our self-glorifica' 
tion appetur in the sight of 41i3cughty God. Surely, if we would escape the denunciation 
of hypocrites, our first duty is to set our own house in order, and to put away from 
amongst us at once and for ever so great a scandal. Nor can we plead ignorance in our 
excuse, for all men acknowledge that, from the time of the apostles down to the present- 
day, such a thing as a Sunday without a celebration of Holy Communion is a thing 
absolutely unknown throughout the length and breadth of the Christian Church, 
except it be in these later times in England. And what has been the result of such 
neglect and indifference? Why that great portions of our population not only abso- 
lutely ignore the relation of the holy Eucharist to God as a means of representing^ 
before Him the death and Passion of His Son, not only that there are multitudes wha 
live and die without ever making one single Communion, but that they have lost the 
very idea of prayer as an outpouring of the individual soul, in connection with the 
puUic worship of the Church. For what does prayer in this connection postulate f 
Sorely not only forms of words to assist the attentiou, but a framework of action in 
whudi it oan repose, and through which it can make its own individual voice heard t 
This need is only indirectly and imperfectly supplied by the organised system of 
prayer and pndse embodied in the daily offices of the Church, but it is supplied, 
and that in the most direct and effectual manner, by the euoharistic offering, in which 
the action at the altar affords a framework into which the worshipper can accom- 
modate his prayers, and can plead in common with his brethren, in union with the great 
intercession, and yet in closest reference to his individ\;Lal and personal needs, the all* 
availing merits of the cross. My Lord, the churches throughout this country, of which 
your owu cathedral is a bright example, are being restored with a splendour worthy of 
the object for which they exist. May it be a sign [thart in future the service in then^ 
shall be that for which they were intended, and that it may soon be possible to forget 
that such things ever were as Stmdays with no Eucharist, priests who neglected the 
cldefest obligations of their ministry, and congregations who entirely ignored the dis- 
tmotive act of worship of the Christian Church. 

Lastly, let me ask the members of this Congress whether there is not another most 
important matter in its bearmg on the spiritual life in which we allow a treasure, com* 
mitted to the Church's keeping, to lie too much unused and forgotten. Human nature 
demands of a religion that is to satisfy its needs something better than the assurance 
ojf its own feelings, that its sins are forgiven, and that whatever guilt or perplexity may 
weigh it down, it may again go forth to live anew in the freshness and elasticity of in- 
nocence. How many lives are there now hopelessly ruined that might have been saved 
if they had been taught that tipon true confession the past is blotted out, and that the 
absolution pronounced on earth is ratified in Heaven I How many souls might have been 
saved long years of misery if the clergy of the Church of England had been true to their 
mission in this respect \ How many, to look at the matter in another aspect, who are 
contented with mere respectability, might have risen to those heights of sanctity, un- 
fortunately so rare amongst us, if they had been taught the full use of those means of 
grace with which Christ has endowed His Church. " Priestcraft " is murmured when con* 
feision is mentioned. Be sure that it is only by those who have no experience of the 
blesiings of confession themselves ; for he who has had the inestimable benefit of being 
brought to confession himself, is the first to exhort all connected with him to practise 
it likewise. Nathaniel Hawthorn, the great American writer, although himself a 
Puritan, speaking of this, as of other kindred portions of the Church's system, acknow- 
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lodges thai it is sa marvellouBly adapted to human needs that it is difficult to imagine it 
a mere contrivance of man. At least, let us who are within the communion of the 
Church beware how we treat so precious a treasure. Let us realise that the sacraments 
and ordinances oi the Church are, in very truth, the means through which the Christian 
is brought into that fellowship with Christ, in which the spiritual life consists. That 
even the events of the Christian year are no more commemorations of the facts of a past 
history, but that by virtue of our Lord's sacramental presence in our churches each 
recurring Christmas, each successive Baster, each returning Pentecost, are opportunities 
of participating in the acts of a life ever present and energising in our midst. Above 
all, in these days of party strife and religious controversy, let us be careful what we say 
and do, lest, like blind men who discern nothing of the heavenly realities by which they 
are surrounded, tre may discover that we have unwittingly been laying rough hands 
upon the outward forms which veil the person of Christ, and may have cause to exclaim 
when it is too late—" God was in this place, and I knew it not.*' 



Mr. H. F. Bowker. 



I wiBH first of all to address myself to one or two difficulties which stand in the wty 
of our progress in the divine life, and I will refer to that which I look open as 
paramount to all others, viz., our want of full and complete knowledge of all that 
God has revealed to us in His Word. If the words of our Lord be true, '' Sanctify 
them through Thy truth ; Thy word is truth," it behoves every Christian, who wishes 
to make progress in the divine life, to make himself well and intimately acquainted 
with the Word of God. We have many theories of inspiration ; but let us lay them 
aside for awhile. Not that they are valueless, far from it ; but let us look into the 
Word of God as He has given it to us, and accept it as the word of the living God; 
and then we shall find that progress will be made such as will help us forward in a 
large measure in ofa spiritual growth. One more hindrance I would mention ; it 
is the way in which, in Scripture, we are called upon to encounter temptation. Some 
of us are very ignorant as to the way in which temptation is to be met. We are 
surrounded by enemies on every side. The man who doubts or denies that he has 
an enemy within knows very little about his own heart or life. But how are all the 
temptations, both of the flesh and of the world, to be met? Only in one way. The 
apostle says, " I am crucified with Christ," and again, " God forbid Hhat I should 
glory save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom [or " whereby "] the world 
is crucified unto me and I unto the world.' " Let me say that the way to meet 
temptations is by the Cross of Christ If crucifixion means anything, it means death; 
I mean death as regards the position in which we stand with regard to Christ— our 
judicial position. But that which is my judicial position, that high state of privilege 
into which I have been brought by union with Christ in His death, I am called 
upon to turn into a power, and make that which has been done for me a reality in 
my daily life. Not less effectually shall we find the way to meet our adversary the 
devil than by using the panoply of armour which is provided in the sixth chapter 
of the Epistle to the Ephesians, and what is the central provision, the shield which 
is Christ Himself. When we know the character of our great enemy's assaults^ let 
us put Christ between ourselves and him, and then may I venture to say that the 
enemy will be defeated, and we shall go on our way rejoicing. But it is veiy easy 
to talk. Our president has told us there is great danger lest these Congresses should 
end merely in talk. God forbid that it should be so on this occasion. To prevent 
this, what we want is power. A young man of great intellect and^commanding 
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«1oqnenoe wii called upon a short time ago by an older ChriBtian, and in the eoorse 
of a long converBation he said, « Ah, but I am fond of some sins." Honest confession 1 
who among ns is willing to make as candid an acknowledgment ? The sins that he 
was fond of were not the gross and scandalous sins that are commonly thought of, 
they were not those things mentioned in the earlier part of the third chapter of the 
Epistle to the Colossians,'' Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon the earth," 
and then follows a catalogue of scandalous sins which both the world in its modtllty 
and the Church in its spiritual teaching alike denounce ; nor were they those things 
which the apostle has told ns to put off in subsequent verses. We may put off 
these, and yet only be in the condition described by our Lord, when he says in the 
nth chapter of St. Luke, a house "'empty, swept, and garnished,** but there is no 
life there. The life will only be shown when this command is obeyed, '< Put on, there- 
fore, as the elect of God, holy and beloyed, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, longsuffering," &c. We know the catalogue, and we know also 
how it ends ; '' And let the peace of God rule in your hearts." Peace is of two kinds 
— ^peace of conscience which comes through the sense of sin forgiven, and peace of 
heart which will only come in the pathway of obedience to Christ. I doubt not that 
the great mass of this assembly would be willing to go to the stake for their prin- 
ciples ; but how many amongst ns can command our temper? How many of us can 
490 exhibit the life of Christ, that when our just rights are invaded we are willing to 
forego them for His sake ? And yet this is the essence of a true following of Christ 
Self cannot cast out self. The self of yesterday is not the self of to-day. By the 
grace and power of Christ we may have had the self of yesterday cast out, but to-day 
in subtle and yet more subtle forms it will rise, and it is only by the power of Christ, 
by exercising faith in Him to bring that mighty grace of His to bear upon our con- 
sciences and our lives, that self can be kept down. One more thought let me give 
ntteranoe to. We shrink from suffering (I am speaking to myself as well as to 
others), and yet suffering is the normal condition of the Christian life. How many 
of us can take up the words of St. Paul in all their power, and say, " We glory in 
tribulation ? *' And yet there is one aspect of suffering which I would refer to— it is 
suffering which consists in deep sympathy with our Lord's own sufferings. It is that 
aspect of suffering whidi leads ns into communion with those who are around ns. 
Yon remember that during that agony of His, which no mere human being could 
have passed through, He could forget Himself, and, looking to His Father in heaven, 
say, ** Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." He could turn to His 
mother and say, "Woman, behold thy Son," and to the beloved disciple^ ''Behold 
thy mother," and, again, to the poor guilty criminal who was dyii\g at His side on the 
€ros8^ "To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." Now, in all that we are called 
to pass through — ^in all our sorrows, bereavements, and trials, can we sympathise with 
the sorrows of others, and thus show our fellowship with our great Master? I pass 
on now to consider onr social influence. The Gospel has long been preached. For 
eighteen hundred years it has been proclaimed with more or less clearness, at least in 
Europe, but the world still scoffs at us, and asks, " Where is the agreement between 
jour profession and your life ? " The question is a just one ; let us humble ourselves 
before God and acknowledge its truth. I believe that the time has come when God 
intends that we shall do what we talk about. If I had been called to the ministry, 
snd had had the power of preaching fifty of the most eloquent sermons that ever had 
been preached, and immediately afterwards had lost my temper, I might as well have 
spared myself the labour. We must live out what we talk about, and follow Christ 
in the imitation of all His glorious character. We shall all agree that the measure 
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of our service will depend upon our freedom — ^if we are free from'selfiskness, from 
all entanglements with the world ; if we are aware of the deyices of Satan, and know 
how to meet them, then fhe light will shine from within and around ns, not coldly, 
bnt with warmth and brightness. In our dealings with others we must remember 
two things, fidelity and kindness. We are to be faithful indeed ; we are not to suffer 
sin upon our brother in this dispensation any more than Qod permitted it of old. 
We are to tell our brother of his sin; but how? There is only one way, and that is 
by humbling ourselves first before God, confessing our own faults, acknowledging 
our owDi weaknesses asking forgiveness, and then, in the spirit of that gentleness and 
love which will so come over us, we may tell our brother of his sin, and it will be an 
'* excellent oil ** which will not '* break his head." Then we want the spirit of kind- 
ness, " bowels of mercies, kindness," &c. We know something of what it means, 
but let us carry it out. Then we must remember that we are called upon to follow 
our Lord's example in washing the disciples* feet. Tou know what the Lord meant — 
the cleansing away of daily transgressions. They were forgiven, they were ** clean,'^ 
bnt they needed their daily walk to be cleansed. In this we can help each o^er. 
Instead of this we enltivate rather a spirit of censoriousness towards our brethren. 
But our Lord distinctly forbids this when He says, " If I then, your Lord and Master, 
have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet." The Apostle Paul 
in his letter to^ Philemon, a short epistle which, however, is so full of Christ and 
His gospel, says, '' Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing 
that thou wilt also do more than I say." This is the real spirit of Christian obedi* 
ence and love. We are bound not by the letter of a law, but by love. God has pat 
us, so to speak, on our honour. If, then, we are the children of a King, let ns claim 
our high priyilege and carry out our work in the right spirit. I am old enough to 
have a child's recollection of the battle of Waterloo, and just as I was emerging into 
manhood I met with a remarkable man who had distinguished himself in no small 
degree in that great conflict. He gave me one of the most graphic descriptions of 
the battle that I have ever heard ; but I shall never forget the glow that came over 
his weather-beaten face when he said, "We went into the battle with the conviction 
that we could not be conquered." I asked him, "why," and he said, " Because we 
were led by a commander who had never been defeated." We have, too, a Com- 
mander who not only never has been, but who never can be defeated. But when aU is 
done, is all done ? Nay, there are heights to be scaled, depths to be fathomed, and 
lengths and breadths to be traversed in this Christian life of ours yet For, as we 
press onward, the Standard rises, and so it must, for that Standard is no other than 
the Person and Character of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. If your craving and 
mine be like that of the Apostle St. John, who, although he knew much of our Lord 
when He was on earth, yet toward the close of his life had to confess, ** Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we Jmow" 
yes> we know, "that when He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is." We shall .be fully satisfied at the last, when ''we awake in Kn 
likeness." 



The Kev. Gt. Congrevb. 

Wx meet everywhere at this time among professing Christian people tokens of a 
craving for a higher spiritual life — ^within and also outside the Catholic fold. There 
has been material and intellectual activity eveiy where. Are we satisfied with that I 
What are we waiting for still ? We want the love of God. Men throw themselves with 
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^eat energy into all kinds of good works, and we thank God for all this. But no one 
•ever finds God in pouring himself ont in external activity, however beneficent 
The works are done, and there may remain in the sonl the same dryness and nnfmit- 
folness. The work is done : everybody may praise it ; but where is the love of God? 
We do not find the spiritual life in good actions ; but we find that we have to bring 
the spiritual life with us into every action. Some try to attain this higher spiritual 
life by an intenser straining of their own natural spirit, as if they could make them- 
selves spiritual by thinking spiritual thoughts : they lash themselves into the state of 
the spiritual consciousness they desire. But this way develops only a frightful 
hoUowness and unreality. Neither does the most eagerfzeal for orthodox faith 
develop It How one has^come back from scenes of party triumph with a sense of 
internal loss in proportion to the outward triumph f How, then, is the higher 
•Rpiritnal life to be attained ? Oh I surely, these centuries in all their discoveries 
have discovered no new way. The higher spiritual life is the development of Christ in 
the regenerate man-^ying daily to the world by the power of the Holy Ghost. But 
we chafe to find some shorter way. Ton remember the eager interrogator of St. 
Fraiigois de Sales, who hoped to draw forth some great secret by which he should 
once for all become master of the spiritual life^" How is one to attain the love of 
Ood f '* Three times the same question was put in difierent ways : three times the 
same answer was returned. '' How to attain the love of God ? Indeed, my friend, I 
do not know any other way than to love Him." As if he would say> there is no other 
way than the old way of all the saints and martyrs. The spiritual life is not any career, 
however noble, which you might plan for yourself. It is a personal, vital power 
dwelling in you, to which you have simply and absolutely to surrender yourself. The 
spiritnal life is nothing else but the communicated life of the Eternal Trinity, dwelling 
in yoTi^ claiming, not some efforts, some duties, but your whole body, soul, and spirit 
Give yourself up wholly to that life of God in you : let it take hold of your whole being. 
That is loving God. And every touch of God is a touch of death to the old unregenerate 
nature. Would you love God as perfectly as the saints, you must die to the world as 
they : there is no other way. Now, I want to show you a modem example, to prove 
that there are no new short methods of attaining the higher life ; but that whoever 
would attain it must follow the way of Jesus : he must die to the world, that Jesus 
risen and glorified may live in him. It is just seven years since the good man died 
^hom I refer to. He was a Wesleyan ; that strengthens my point. He was schismatic 
by no fault of his. He was made partaker of the'divine life by water and the Holy 
Ohost in the Church. He gave himself up to this divine life with marvellous sim- 
plicity, and could find no way to go forward in it but the way of all the saints and 
confessors of the Church. The life of Christ in him was manifested in no common 
power and loveliness ; because he was resolved that his fellowship in the sufferings of 
Christ should not be a mere phrase, but an intense reality. Brought up from a boy 
to work on his father's small farm in Cornwall, imagine him now grown up, serv- 
ing in a draper's shop in London. Always a good, religious boy, about the age of 
twenty higher desires after God are aifakened in him. He consecrates himself to 
God with a fervour which he never relaxed. See how he grasps the true aim of 
the regenerate life. He says :—** The attainment of pure and perfect love to Christ 
and of all His mind I feel to be necessary." He grasps the means :~" The doing 
not my own will, but the will of God ; and fof this purpose denyihg my own will in 
all things, small as well as great, I feel to be necessary." The grace of God' leads 
him to see that it would be impossible for him to grow in grace without early rising. 
He says : — *' When I resolved to become an early riser I saw that it would be a 
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great cross, and I felt that I could not do it in my own strength ; so I cried to God 
for help." So he began to rise half an hour earlier than the jonng men in the same 
house. This half -hour for prayer and reading his Bible vas so blessefi to him that 
he wished for a longer time to devote to it, and at last he was able to rise at six, and 
by degrees at four, or soon after. This habit he kept up till his death. He was led 
to form a rale of life — " I have begun to live by rule, and to be, as far as possible, 
regular in my habits.*' Every hour of the day was apportioned to its proper work. 
Peeling the strong temptation to the love of money in business, by a great effort he 
dedicates to God for the poor all that he earns in ''premiums;" and soon aft^ 
resolves to give np all his savings and hopes of wealth, and goes home to work on his 
father's farm for his daily bread. Here are some extracts from his journal : — ^Early 
Bising — " I am led to see the need of early rising, that I may be fully a Christian. 
Unless time is gained in the morning for prayer the spirit is weak, and nnable te 
bear the trials of the day with patience. I need to come every day to Qod for fresh 
supplies of grace ; the help obtained yesterday will not keep me to-day. Without 
fasting and early rising it is impossible to grow in grace." HortificaUon — ** It 
is my duty to watch and pray against sin, to mortify my body, to crucify [the 
flesh with affections and lusts as contrary to the love of God." Lust of the Flesh- 
He resolved to live on plain, cheap food. Lust of the Eye — He determined to dress 
very plainly. Pride of Life — He chose to live among the pbor. Fasting — He was 
convinced of the necessity of setting apart seasons of fasting and abstinence; and he 
began to observe Fridays as days of special seeking of God by fasting and prayer, 
having read that the primitive Christians observed Wednesday and Friday as half 
fasts. He also resolved four times a year to fast the whole day. On Good Friday 
he fasted the whole day, for his own sins and his neighbours'. Bosom Sin — Finding 
that this was covetousness, he gives to the poor all he earns in premiums, and pays 
back nine years' savings. He says, ''Money, tongue, memory, yes^ every hour of my 
life, I resolved to consecrate to the service of God, persuaded that there is no midiile 
way. I then resolved, through the help of God— convinced I could not do it in my own 
strength — to do no action, great or small, that I could not offer up to Him. Most 
holy Jesus, strengthen me, a helpless worm I " As he grows .in holiness, he grows in 
sensitiveness to sin, and is deeper in self -accusing. Sometimes he is " in an agony 
for holiness," through the day, while at the work in the fields. But he has special 
times for retreat, fasting, and deeper self-examination. His examination of con* 
science is honest and spiritual. "Do If sleep," he says, "eat, and drink no more 
than nature really requires ? Have I had in all things a single eye to Gtod's glory ? 
Have I lived in the spirit of prayer and self-sacrifice I " In prayer he spent six hours 
a day, and, sometimes, for some special need, a whole night. He found this occa- 
sional night of prayer a great blessing ; and he allowed no study to trench on time of 
prayer. He gratefully watched for and received special answers. Here, in a sentence 
of one of his last letters, is the sum of his experience in spiritual life — " Truly it 
is a great thing to be a Christian. I have found that to follow Christ fully, constant 
watchfulness and continual prayer have been necessary. Yet I have always found 
the grace of God sufficient ; though I have felt that unless I put forth my whole 
strength for the conflict^ as though death and life hung in the balance, my spiritual 
enemies would overcome me. The habit of denying self in things uniipaportant 
brings a power in the divine life of which otherwise we can have no conception." 
He was thirty-five years of age when he died. We know what our spiritual life is. 
it is a life of miracle. It is the Eternal Trinity dwelling in the new-bom. "I in 
them, and Thou in Me." A glory, a love, a power inconceivable, infinite, is com- 
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mnnicated to ua— the soul of Christ enabling the child ol God to love as God loves, 
with God's love ; the mind of Christ enabling him to know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge ; the body of Christ, the seed of a new and spiritnal glorious 
body ; the blood of Christ in his reins,' not metaphorically, but so as to give 
eternal life to-day, enabling him to do what the world cannot do. But this super- 
natural life is not merely giyen to us in the new birth, but i£ also worketh in us. 
See it working in St. Paul. "Always bearing about the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
that the -life also of Jesus might be manifested in me." See it in St. Ignatius, 
'' Now I begin to be a disciple, for now I have ceased to care for anything in this 
world." See how it works in an English farmer's son in the nineteenth century, 
the love of Christ constraining him to die to the world in a life of continual 
prayer and self-denial. There is no development of spiritual life in any age, but 
under this law, *'dead to the world, alive unto God." The martyr of the apostolic 
age, and the ploughboy of the nmeteenth century, enter into the fulness of the super- 
natural life in Christ through a complete separation from the world — a complete 
self-renunciation in a life of prayer and mortification. This death to the world and 
the flesh must be as real as the glory and the life of Christ in us — real— it must con- 
sist in definite acte ; in fact, those sacrifices from which the flesh shrinks. There 
must be the pain and weariness of dying daily to self. An ill-taught country youth 
learns how to sufler for the love of Christ. Are we not encouraged — ^yes, drawn by 
love — to join this holy youth in loving God, not in fine phrases and aspirations, but 
in the honest, daily self-sacrifice of an entire surrender. Can we ever be like St. 
Paul or St. Ignatius? Why not? Have we not the one life in common with them ? 
And if we cannot do the same things which they did, is it really impossible, for the 
love of Jesus, to begin to rise half an hour Earlier than the world, so as to pray 9 Im- 
possible to cut down vain expenses ? Impossible to save for prayer time now wasted I 
Impossible for the love of Jesus to begin to live by rule f Is It impossible to rise to 
the level of this untaught youth in the spiritual life — for us — taken into God as we 
are, filled with all the fulness of God in the life of the body of Christ? There is, 
then, a higher spiritual life within our reach — ^it is being attained in our own day. 
We have seen this hidden glory of Christ developed in an obscure English home, the 
same supernatural power which worked mightily in apostles and martyrs. The 
same power is working secretly yet mightily amongst us still, but always according to 
the same law. The farmer's son, though in outward separation from the Catholic 
fold, and with little knowledge, becomes more and more filled with the love of Gtod,. 
as he falls back upon the way of the saints of the primitive Church — a life of complete 
deadness to the world and absolute surrender to God— and leaves us his testimony 
that it is impossible to grow in grace but by prayer and self-denial. 



DISCUSSION. 



Mr. George Skbt, of Tamworth. 

Mt Lobd Bishop, — My Christian friends,— The three papers which have been read this 
morning upon Spiritual Life in its Personal and Social Aspect will form a very valuable 
addition— I think a permanently valuable addition — to the records of Church Congresses. 
I rejoice to think those papers will be printed in extenso, and distributed throughout the 
length and breadth of the land in less than twenty-four hours from this moment. I 
think that fact gives a very great importance to these Church Congresses. Whatever 
is said that is Worth repeating is published in the " Daily Press.'* I should like to have 
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made a few remarks on some of those papers, bat I must oonfine my attention for the 
few moments I have to speak to something whioh fell from the first of the speakers, 
the Hon. Mr. Wood, and I rejoioe to think that these Ghnrch Congresses do oonsiltaie 
such a Taluable medium for ventihiting questions of deep interest to us all. Now my 
experience of the retreats of which Mr. Wood spoke is very small'indeed, bnt I think 
their value, eren according to Mr. Wood's estimate of them, is rather exaggerated, be- 
cause he kept out of sight altogether this telling fact, that every Christian man has a 
retreat every day of his life. I do not know what others might be able to do, but Qod 
knows I OQuld not live for eleven months of the year without a special retreat. More- 
over, these very retreats— if I understand them aright — and I speak from the know- 
ledge of some friends of my own who have participated in their benefits, and value 
them highly — so far (do not let this be misunderstood) from their ministering to the 
rest of the body, and to the quiet and calm of the mind — ^those long-continued religious 
exercises unfit for duty for the time. New my notion of a retreat is this — ^The sunrise 
brings the call to work and duty ; a man leaves his chamber having committed himaell 
to his Qod, and asked for guidance and, strength for the day ; he summons his family to 
family prayer, and then leaves his home for the work of the day. If the man has any 
spiritual life he takes Christ with him. fie can say, *' For me to live is Christ," and 
" The life that I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me ; ** and the man who knows what spiritual life is, Imows this ; he aets 
upon it, and takes his Saviour with him into his business or occupation, whatever it 
may be. The last speaker (the Bev. G. Congreve) spoke of an instance in which six 
hours of the day were devoted to continuous prayer. I venture to think that, except in 
very special cases indeed, this is not a right application of time. I know that I could 
not, and I believe very few of those to whom I am speaking could, give six hours a day 
to serious prolonged devotion ; but I do know, what many of you also know, what it 
is amidst the occupations of life, when you may be tried and sorely pressed by an immense 
amount of labour, to shoot up like arrows, heavenwards, one's prayers twenty, ay, 
a hundred times a day. The passage between your home and your place of business, 
the road you travel, or the journey you make by railway, are, as it were, studded with 
your daily prayers as you go to and fro. So also, your counting-house, your place of 
business, your stndy, are all witnesses to continual prayers offered up to €k>d during 
he busy hours of the day* Now, dear friends, when the night comes and the body is 
wearied, the labours of the day having been performed, and the promise of daily sireogth 
for daily duty having again been fulfilled, then there comes the time of retreat— the 
quiet evening spent in. the family circle, or, perhaps, in studying in your library. The 
family are again assembled for prayer and praise, the sins of the day confessed, the 
blessings of the day thankfully acknowledged, and yourself and your family committed 
to the loving care and keeping of your Heavenly Father ; and then to your chamber 
again. There is the nightly retreat. I am old enough now to confess that that has 
been the most blessed retreat of all to me. Except in cases of sickness, I have never 
omitted for the twenty years of my married life, reading one or two chapters of 
the Word of God aloud to my wife when we have retired to our own room, and we hAve 
found that to be a most valuable practice. Then comes again the private prayer, the 
commending one's self again to God, drawing closer and closer to Him, and entering 
into that sweet, close, indescribable communion with God which none can know but 
those who are led by the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, who acknowledge continually 
the presence of their God and Saviour, and live as in that presence ; but time forlnds 
me to enlarge. Before sitting ^down, ^however, I desire to mention one very great 
hindrance to spiritual life, which occurred to me during the reading of these papers — 
the not taking sufScient care to guard and control the thoughts. When we consider how 
many hours of every day are passed not in positive close application to work, considering 
the hours passed in travelling, walking, and in listless conversation, what avenues are 
there for the entrance of the temptations of Satan by means of the thoughts I I have 
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found by my own experienpe that the greatest enemy to ipiritual life in my own aoul 
has been the not keeping su£Eioieat care and guardianship and watchfukiess over my 
thoughts. I ask you just to receive this suggestion, try to work it out in your own 
minds, remembexinjg that '* as a man thinketh in his heart so is he "—that these thoughts 
are the seeds of actions ; evil thoughts, in fact, are like the little thieves who creep into 
the dwelling by some small crevice, and then open the door to the whole gang. 



The Rev. Francis Allen. 

I AH astonished at my own audadty in speaking to this Congress, above all, upon this 
subject I but there is a thing which I feel strongly impelled to say, and which, believe 
me, I hope to speak of in a proper spirit— in the spirit, let me say in passing, which I 
hope will resemble that which was set before me in the sermon of Canon Miller the 
other day, for which I thank him from my heart, and I feel impelled to speak of the 
great blessing which the use of confession has been to my own and many other souls. 
You have heard it spoken of by a layman ; bear with me if I speak of it with regard to 
my own use of it as if I were a layman, and also in acting as a priest. I am the more 
constrained to do this, because last night we heard Canons Miller and Hoare put before 
us, kindly and lovingly, the opposite view, and I should have liked to say some- 
thing on the other aspect of the question. You know it is said by the highest of all 
authorities that when the good seed has fallen into a certain kind of ground the cares 
of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, 
choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. Surely, therefore, it is a great question in 
speaking of the spiritual life to ask how that which chokes the spiritual life may best be 
rooted out ; and, in speaking of this, we, who have used confession, and we who have 
been God^s instrumenta in administering its blessings to others, surely stand upon a 
vantage ground, which those who have not used it cannot possibly occupy. I do not 
say this to fling an imputation of ignorance or anything of the kind against those who 
have conscientious' objections against this practice. X only mean to say, that we who 
speak of it from experience speak of it from what no one can gainsay or contradict. I 
can say for myself, and I believe that all who have used this means of grace can say, 
that the most blessed day in their lives was that on which, having made their first con- 
fession, the^ received the cleansing of the precious blood through absolution. There- 
fore we speak of that which we know, and testify of that which we have seen ; and the 
effect, so far from weakening the sense of personal responsibility, or making us put the 
Church or any individual in the place of our Lord, has been, amongst all our imperfec- 
tions^ to give us something more of a personal love to, and a consciousness of the pre- 
sence of, our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, when we speak of the spiritual life, I do 
entreat you to remember that this is & great matter. There are many who carry about 
a secret burden of unpardoned and unrepented sin which eats like a canker into the 
soul, and prevents the poor sinner setting out upon that road which leads to heavenly 
joy. I do beseech any here present who have such a weight to see whether this will 
not help them ; and if they use it and find it fail, they will at least be no worse than 
they were before. But I maintain, from my own experience, and that of all whom I 
ever met, that if they come rightly (and the very act of confession intensifies sorrow for 
sin), they will feel their burden of sins drop off as they kneel at the foot of the cross, 
and as the Lord Jesus Christ by His own ordinance washes their souls in His own most 
cleansing blood. I beseech those of my reverend brethren who are strongly opposed to 
this practice (which undoubtedly the Church of England allows, and which I may say 
the Bible approves of) to be careful how (in their fear of certain dangers which I am 
not going to say are imaginary, for I do not know that there is any ordinance which 
may not be abused ; yet as one of the Homilies says, the abuse of a thing doth not 
forbid the lawful use), they act and speak in opposition to this blessed ordinance. I 
beg them to pause and consider well whether in keeping people back from the use of 
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confession they may not be checking the progress of divine grace in the soul, and throw- 
ing the poor sinner back with his sins on his conscience unpardoned and unsaved. I 
have never met with one who has not found comfort from coming to me. I do not say- 
that all persevere. I remember seeing a letter in a paper in which a clergyman said, 
*'If seme of the London priests knew what their so-called penitents are when they 
come down into the country, they would change their opinions." Kow, I must say that 
we do not for a moment assert that every one who comes to confession perseveres to the 
end ; but we say that it is God's ordinance, and a blessed means of grace to many. 
Moreover, I know that it is a matter as to which many good people are greatly mistaken ; 
they say that it is putting a priest in the place of Christ ; to that I emphatically say. 
No. Hie priest brings the soul of the penitent to Christ, and Christ to the soul. It is 
true that the Church of Home says, ** You must confess ;** many Protestant sects say, 
'* You 8kaU not;** but we must all admit that the Church of England lovingly says, 
*' You may,^ Indeed, I should say she says more, for she says that the sick person 
shall be ** moved to make a special confession of his sins if he feel his conscience 
troubled with any weighty matter." It does not say only that he should confess "any 
weighty matter," but that also he should be moved to ihake "a special confession of 
his sins." And then the order goes on, ''After which confession, the priest shall 
absolve him (if he humbly and heartily desire it) after this sort, — Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who hath left power to His Church to absolve all sinners who truly repent and believe 
in Him, of His great mercy forgive thee thine offences ; and by His authority committed 
to me, I absolve thee from all thy sins, in the name of the Father, and^of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost." I should say also that the words in the ** Warning for the Cele- 
bration of the Holy Communion,'* " Let him come to me, or to some other discreet and 
learned minister of God's Word," mean that he ought to come to the priest for *' the 
benefit of absolution " if he feel hindered from communion by his sins. If you knew, 
as I know, the terrible universality of secret sins amongst farm lads and young men in 
country districts, you would be very careful how you condemned the practice of confes- 
sion. If you only knew the blessing of oonfession and absolution upon many of these 
youths, you would not undervalue that which I believe to be a blessed ordinance of Gk>d. 
Why ! only this very morning I received a letter from one of these poor lads (who, 
through confession and absolution, had been delivered from the bondage of very teirible 
sin) beginning " My dearest Mr. Allen." And surely what our Lord said to His apostles, 
and what the Bishop has said to us at our ordination, is not a hollow mockery, but a 
blessed reality — "Whose sins thou dost forgive they are forgiven, and whose sins thou 
dost retain they are retained." If one soul should be led to seek God's healing grace in 
this ordinance, we should never cease to be thankful. The saintly Eeble said he walked 
about his parish in darkness as to its state, because of the neglect of this ordinance ; and 
you will remember that only the other day the Bishop of Manchester said that he dare 
not prohibit the use of confession, because one of his most zealous clergymen told him 
that it was such an effectual means of grace in dealing with souls. 



Canon Hoare. 



I EXBii myself in a difficult position, because I spoke last night upon the subject of con- 
fession ; and I think it much to be regretted that I should be dragged in on all occasions. 
I am not, therefore^ going to enter into any discussion respecting what has just been 
said, but I must express my entire disagreement with a great deal of what has been 
expressed ; and the reason of it is this, I feel as a Churchman that I delight to keep to 
the great principles laid down in our Prayer Book, and I cannot see there any sanction 
for habitual confession. In the next place, I believe that if we want spiritual life we 
must keep veiy closely to the teaching of Holy Scripture. I have earef uUy examined, 
with reference to* this particular subject, all the apostolic epistles, and I have come to 
the conclusion that, although they enter into all the details of Christian life, there is 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Canon Hoare. Rev, Prebendary Codd, 343 

Tiot one single allosion in them to the practice of confession or ministerial absolution. 
I prefer, therefore, to keep very closely to the teaching of the Holy Scriptures. There 
are whole epistles, and passages of other epistles, giving full directions to presbyters 
«nd other ministers. There are also epistles addressed to the churches alluding to their 
relationship to those presbyters ; and if the subject of confession filled the same place 
in apostolic truth which it does in some of our modem teaching, I cannot understand 
how it should be wholly omitted from those epistles. Now, with reference to spiritual 
life, I am thoroughly persuaded that there is no subject which enters more closely and 
•deeply into the secret anxieties of the human heart I am persuaded that there are 
thousands and tens of thousands of conscientious persons longing for growth in spiritual 
life — persons who use every means they know of, giving largely of their substance, 
freely devoting their time and energy to the cause of Qod, but with their souls not 
satisfied in their earnest longing for spiritual life. * Many have said to me in my own 
parish, '*My heart is dead— whatever I do my heart is dead!** and I remember being 
exceedingly struck by a passage in one of six sermons *' On the Life of Justification," by 
a person well-known to many in this room (Bev. George Body), in which he says words 
to this effect — ^I will not undertake that I quote with exact correctness — ** You have 
taken pains ; you have attended to prayer ; you have fasted ; you have used mortifica- 
tion ; you have been to confession, and have received absolution ; you have been to the 
Holy Oommunion ; you have done all that you know what to do, and you tell me still 
that your poor heart is dead and unsatisfied.** Kow, I want to know in what way such 
a case as that can be met. When a person is really craving and unsatisfied, how can 
the craving be supplied ? Let me just mention one point in the few moments remaining 
for me, How did spiritual death come in ? Was it not at the very moment of separation 
from Ood ? Then, how is spiritual life to be restored ? By the removal of the separa- 
tion, by the restoration of fellowship. '* If any man be in Christ he is a new creature," 
says the Apostle Paul ; '* old things are passed away, behold all things are become 
new.'* That is spiritual life, and how does it come in? "All things are of God who 
hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation.** The question, therefore, is. Is it to be life before reconciliation, or is it 
to be reconciliation before life ? Must I wait till I am conscious of life before I trust 
for reconciliation through the ** precious blood? ** or may I come at once, even when I 
Mm dead and conscious of my death, to throw myself at His feet just as I am for a full, 
free, and perfect reconciliation? I say that death came by separation from God, and 
life must come through restoration and reconciliation ; and those who are thirsting for 
lif^, and earnestly praying for life, will find that life by going, just as they are, without 
waiting for anything, to the Throne of Grace with the earnest prayer, "For Thy 
name's sake, O Lord, pardon my iniquity," not because it is small, but ** because it is 
great.** 



The Rev, Prebendary Codd. 

I HAVE no right to stand before this great Congress except as a busy, practical, country 
clergyman ; but I wish to speak to you from my experience as such, because it strikes 
me very forcibly that the sjniitual life in its personal and social aspect, as it concerns 
the parochial clergy, first and beyond all, must surely have a very special importance 
in relation to the spiritual life in its personal and social aspect of the Church at large. 
Bear with me, then, while I venture to add a very few words to this deeply-interesting 
discussion from my own personal convictions and experience ; and I believe that in what 
I say I shall only be striking a common chord in the hearts of many of my brother clergy. 
We are all of us, I am persuaded, sorely overburdened with the thousand littie details 
<of work in the daily routine of a pastor^s life : and yet who of us do not feel, that if we 
Are to be a spiritual power in the world, our own spiritual life must, indeed,* be very 
specially nourished ; for unless the life of the true convert is quick and powerful in U8^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



144 Spiritual Life — Discussion, 

l^Qw- shall we be a coDTeriing power in tl^e world t How shall we, unless we know the> 
l>ower of Divine loTe in our own hearts, be ab^e to warm the hearts of others ? Unless, 
our own Umps be kept bright and burning, how shall we give light to our people f Ba^. 
what I have felt for many yean past is, that my own spiritual life really suffers becaoae 
its vitality is so sadly frittered away by the distracting details of daily paroohial work s 
and I would plead with my brothers and sisters of the laity in the Church, and ask 
them if they hare not the time, and the power, and the will, to assist tiieii: dsigy far miore 
than. they have hitherto done- to relieve them of a considerable portion <^ ** table'* 
work— and for this reason especially, because then we should have so much more time 
for feeding and strengthening the life*of faith in ourselves, and thereby more effectually 
strengthening our people. And first, we should be able to give far more time than we 
now commonly do, not merely to the critical reading of God's holy Word, but to the 
work of devout study and meditationy—fnd so to cany out in ourselves, first the teaching 
of one of the Ohurdi's best known collects, but which, I fear, is too little realised in the 
lives of most of us, that we should *' read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest" the Word 
of Qod, if we would "embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life.** 
Then, further, surely we, the clergy, want more time for prayer and devotional exercises, 
in order .t^at the life of. faith maybe strengthened within us. I do not ask of my^ 
brethren whether they are in the habit of observing the Church's ancient hours } but 
let me ask thi8,-rbeyond our accustomed morning' and evening prayers, how many of us 
are in the habit of retiring, if it be only for a few minutes, for noon-day devotions? 
And if not, is it too much to ask, as a practical outcome of this morning's oonferencey 
that we will make it our resolve this day— both for our own sakes, and for the spiritual 
life of the Church,— thus far, at the least, to tread in the steps of the holy Psalmist, by 
letting our requests be made known unto -God, at morning, and at eveniug, and ai 
noon-day. You will find it a wonderful means of strengthening and refreshing your ewn 
spiritual life in the midst of your daily work, thereby strengthening your brethren also. 
Once more :— -if we have reason to thank God that the spiritual life of the Church Ims 
in these latter days been wonderfully quickened (of which these Church Congressea 
are surely a manifest token), I belio^e most firmly it is (I won't say almost first and 
above all), because the Church and clergy of this land have^ year by year, become more 
deeply convinced of this truth, that whereas the spiritual life can only be sastained by 
communion with €k>d, it is in the blessed sacrament of our Saviour's Body and Blood, 
frequently and devoutly received, that the individual Christian, in his innermost spin- 
tual being, is brought into closest communion with his God. And, believing this with all 
my heart, I would plead once more with my brother dergy-—! do not ask for (what I do 
not see my way to in my own parish), a daily celebration ; but I do ask of you, for your 
own sakes, as well as for the sake of your flocks, that you will give your people and your* 
selves (what surely haa sufficient of primitive and even apostolical sanction), the oppor- 
tunity of at least a weekly communion. I should like to have added a few words on 
what, in my own neighbourhood, we have found to be the special value and general 
appreciation of *' one da^y retreats " for the clergy during one or more of the Ember 
Seasons ; but time will' not allow. 



The Right Rev. Bishop Perry. 

It was not my intention to speak this morning, but some remarks whieh have been 
made during the course of this meeting, first by the Hon. Mr. Wood, and then by a 
clergyman who addressed you shortly afterwards, have constrained me to occupy a small 
portion of your time. Mr. Skey, in his excellent address, spoke upon the subject of 
retreats to such good effect that I feel I need say nothing further upon that point, except 
that there appears to me to be a greiat danger of separating our life into two distinot 
parts— The one our religious life, and the other our worldly Ufe. If tiie plan adopted 
by |Ir. Wood were carried put, I think there would be great danger of this consequence 
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following. The life so beantifnily described by Mr. Skey, appears to me to be far more 
consistent with the true Christian life set before as in the Holy Scriptures. Besides 
retreats, the Hon. Mr. Wood spoke respecting the " Holy Eucharist " (I rery much 
prcifer the name of either *'Tbe Lord's Sapper," or **The Holy Communion,'' which are 
those used in Scripture and oar Prayer-Book, although I have no objection to the other). 
Now» Ood forbid tiiat I should depreciate the ralue of that holy ordinance— one ol the 
two especially instituted by our Lord Himself ; but I think there is at present a danger 
of exaggerating its imi)ortance in comparison with, other means of grace ; and! could 
not at all respond to the remark of Mr. Wood tfiat the administration of it is the most 
important part of a minister's work. I have no objectioa to weekly communion, but 
there is a danger from the constitution of our nature of resting in outward acts to the 
n^ect of inward spiritual feelings. I was lately told of a remark made by a young lady 
to a clergyman of my acquaintance, which I fear expresses the secret feeling of very 
many at the present time. She said to him, *' I think if I go to early pommunion and 
spend a certain portion of the day in prayer, I may have the rest of the day to myself." 
Now we must remember that the whole of our days are to be consecrated in one way or 
other to the Lord. Whether we are in private or in public we are never to forget Whose 
we are and Whom we profess to serve. I would remind those of my reverend brethren 
who are aceostomed to speak so constantly about the Lord's Supper (not, as I said before, 
ii^tt 1 would depredate in any degree the value of that ordinance), that of all the epistles 
only one contains any reference to it ; and that in the two chapters in which it is men- 
tioned the tone of the inspired writing is wholly different from that of many books now 
published on the subject. I would pass to another most important subject— that of 
confession and absolution, I cannot now enter into the question of the interpretation 
of our Blessed Lord's words to His disciples recorded in the twentieth chapter of the 
Ck>spel of St. John. I would only say that I entirely differ from many of my reverend 
brethren in that interpretation which they put upon his language ; and J would put this 
fact earnestly before them— that there is no trace whatever of the apostles ever receiving 
a confessicm of the kind which is now enforced, or at least encouraged and enjoined, or 
of their exercising the power of absolution which is now claimed for the ministers of 
Christ. X do feel that it is most important for us at this time that we G&ould appeal to 
Holy Sisripture. With reference to confession : I do not doubt that a number of my 
brel^en who advocate it are thoroughly conscientious and earnest men, and that they 
believe in their hearts that they are thereby promoting true religion and piety among 
the people to whom they minister ; but it appears to me that they deceive themselves 
through confounding two totally different things ; the receiving with a view to absolu- 
tion by the priest of a confession of all the sins which have been conmiitted since a 
former confession, and the receiving by a Christian minister of the confession of a par- 
ticular sin which is burdening a man's heart, or the inquiry into the lives of those com- 
mitted to his charge, with the view of using Scripture, the *' salve of holy writ," as 
I believe it is called in one of our hoinilies, for the spiritual comfort and strength of any 
who are so burd^ied. I feel very strongly, for I think experience plainly teaches us the 
danger of persims thinking that they have obtained forgiveness of their sins, and may go 
home in peace when they have made a confession of thehr sins to a fellow-creature, and * 
received from him the assurance of pardon, without even going (I believe this is fre- 
qaently the ease) to Cod Himself, to pour out their hearts before Him, and ask Him to 
speaik peace to theit souK by giving to them the witness which He alone can give— the 
witness- of His Spirit with their spirits that they are His children, washed from the 
guilt of their Kins, and made heirs of everlasting life. 
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Archdeacon Earle. 

In order that I may be very practical upon this myBterioiis subject, a subject too 
often treated in a spirit of mysticism, I will avoid any remarks bearing either upon 
the opinions of those who agree, or may differ from me ; and I will simply ask you 
and^myself this one question, — Is there any simple practical act of daily Christian life 
whereby every one of us, learned or unlearned, young or old, may be able from this 
day forward to put into practical use much of the wisdom to which we have listened 
to-day ? I think there is. I think there is one act which you and I day by day may 
enter into, an act of solemn intercession for others, whereby we may both deepen our 
own spiritual life, and cause it to flow forth upon society at large. But here arises a 
question. What do I mean by intercession ? What do I mean by intercessory prayer ! 
I do not limit it tp a few words said during family devotion, useful though they are 
as reminders of the mediation of Christ for us all, and as reminders of our common 
duties ; I do not mean the use of the solemn words of our " Book of Common Prayer," 
beautiful though they are, coming to us consecrated and hallowed by the use of ages 
here below, and by countless answers from above ; but I mean something far more 
solemn, more personal, more individual than this. I mean a solemn act which every 
worker for the Church, which every Christian man and woman, ought to go through 
every day, a pleading before and with the Lord Jesus Christ as He sits in His glori- 
fied humanity, at the right hand of the Father, a pleading of our own royal priesthood 
in Him. I mean that it is our duty to try and mingle our lives, as they bear on the 
lives of others, with the present life of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and there is no way, 
believe me, in which this can be done so practically, and so fully, as by a conscious 
act of intercession. It may be a very brief act. You go to the Lord and say, with 
those words in your heart which inspire Christian men to Christian thought and act^ 
" Greater works than these shall ye do, because I go to My Father," and in humility, 
not in presumption, you say, *' Let me mingle my prayers with Thy prayers, ev«r 
going up for those who believe Iq Thee in the world; let me mingle the forces of my 
life with the forces of Thy life, as Thou sittest at the right hand of God the Father," 
the Head of redeemed humanity, the Source of all Christian activity and life. This 
must deepen your spiritual life, and, further, it will alter the whole tone of your life 
towards those who are around you. Do we not sometimes forget those words of 
our Lord, in which He, in the synagogue of Nazareth, applied the words of Isaiah to 
Himseli^ of the Spirit resting upon Him ? What was to be the outcome of the reat- 
ing of the Spirit upon the Son of Man ? It was that His life was to be a most prac- 
tical life, conferring benefits upon all those who needed them, — blessing, comfort^ 
pardon, and reliel So I say, when we speak of the Spirit resting upon us, and of 
various developments of the spiritual life, we are, indeed, to seek for spiritual force 
* by trying to mingle the current of our life with the current of our Lord's life, and to 
find evidence of our spiritual condition in actions similar to His. If every day yea 
gave up even a quarter of an hour to this solemn act, carrying the needs of your 
families, of your parishes and the people around you, solemnly, in a priestiy act in 
that priesthood we all enjoy in common with members of the Chiu'ch of the Incanub- 
tion, think how that would affect you in your daily life. Every relation of life would 
be altered, every relative duty of your life sanctified and made easy. It is one of 
the A.B.C.S of Christian life that our spiritual relationships to each other are 
instantly altered by the touch of intercessory prayer. Have you an enemy? Fray 
for him. If you want to understand your duty to your neighbour, use intercessory 
prayer for him. How well I remember years ago, when one Sunday morning I was 
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in a church in a seaport of thit county, and there was danger ; it being a Terj boisterous 
day, there were very few in church, but there was sitting near me a simple man in 
a fisher^s garb, and I heard his voice mingling with mine through all the sendee. 
Later on the itcnrm increased, and there was a wreck upon the shore. I went down 
and came across this man in the dark and blinding storm ; he recognised my voice 
and said, " I want to ask you a question, I see you are a clergyman, why is it that 
sometimeB when I go out in stormy weather in a life-boat, to save men's lives, often- 
times at the risk of my own, I cannot^ when the storm is wildest and real peril upon 
.us, utter a word of prayer, and all I can do is to pull at the oar with all my strength, 
or hold the tiller with all my will, as if on my exertions alone depended all these 
lives f " I asked a few questions as to his religious life and use. Then he said that 
every day of his life he prayed for himself, and gave up a portion of time to an inter- 
cessory act, asking Christ to aUow him to mingle the powers of his life with His ; 
and I could not help answering, " The reason is because being saturated with this 
spirit of real life, it comes out from you as spiritual life always will come out from 
truly spiritual men, not in cries for rescue in the hour of danger, not in excited words, 
but in strong and earnest action, and in noble deeds." So I would ask you to go home 
to-day, and determine from henceforth to try to deepen your own spiritual life by 
this solemn act of daily intercession, and to try and let go the currents of a new and 
more spiritual force upon the world at large, by having every morning of your lives 
changed the relations of yourselves towards those with whom you will have to deal 
during the day, by an act of intercessory prayer such as I have described. 



The Eight Rev, the President. 

I WISH to say a very few words myself with some reference to what we have heard 
this morning, because I suppose there is no one here who has not been very much 
impressed, and very much moved, by all that has been said by speakers who are 
evidently in earnest and speak from their hearts. I could have wished, indeed, that 
we had heard a little more on spiritual life in its social aspect, which, except in that 
most valuable and interesting paper which was read to us by Prebendaiy Clark, has 
hardly been touched upon. There are not a few most important questions on which 
I should have wished to hear the thoughts and opinions of religious men as bearing 
on our ordinary life in society and in our dealings with one another ; but the sub- 
ject, perhaps, was too large, and so it has happened that almost every one has 
confined himself to the personal aspect of spiritual life alone. Yet even here it seems 
to me that there has been one omission, and an omission of no small importance ; 
because, as it seems to me, in all that has been said this morning, there has not been 
a sufficient recognition of the infinite variety of spiritual life, and of the many, many 
forms which it assumes in diflferent people ; and one speaker after another, not un- 
naturally, has been pressing on our attention that which his own experience, either 
personal or public, has made him feel and think. There has been something of a 
tendency to forget tiiat in this matter, perhaps more than in any other, we are by no 
means alike. I am quite sure that there are a great many religious people indeed 
who nevertheless would not cast their religious forms, their religions observances, 
their religious life altogether, in anything like the same moulds as we have heard 
described. In particular, it seemed to me that there was one form of personal 
religious life which did not receive quite the notice that was due to it» — I mean what 
I may call the childlike life which, perhaps, does not make ** long prayers," nor spend 
A great deal of time on the Bible, nor, perhaps, observe a great many observances. 
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and yet is so full at all times of a constant sense of our Lord's presence, utteii 
itself in so many silsnt, hidden prayers, expresses itself so often, unconscioiisly 
almost^ and at any rate without attractinlg^ any notice, in slight unobtmsiTe acts of 
devotion, and as to which, perhaps, he who liyesit would hardly q>eak of it as in any 
high sense rdigious ; yet I am quit& sure that I have seen those who have lived this 
life, and of lA^hom, when one knew them well, it was quite impossible to doubt that 
they were veiy near to Qod, and that the spiritual life was steadily growing within 
them« There is, of course, a little danger in speaking of this, beoause there ii a 
danger that men may too readily fancy that they are themselves living such a life, 
whilst they are doing very little indeed in coming closer daily to God. Tet I think 
it ought not to be quite passed by. So also there are other forms of spiritual life in 
very many men which I cannot now stop to describe ; but t should like to end with 
one word, and that is, that in this matter, more than in any other, oontrovany is 
likely to do great mischief. We are so very apt to think that the means we find wuM 
are the only means that can be useful, and that if others will not follow in our path 
they are not following in the right path. There is no matter in which it is of more 
importance to be constantly on our guard than that of attempting to make our own 
spiritual experience the measure of the spiritual life of others. I am very glad to 
think that what has been said of a controversial character has been said so gently, 
and has been received so quietly. I hope that we shall carry away with us the seme 
that controversy is never justifiable unless it is absolutely under the dominion of 
the most entire charity — ^unless not only charity runs through it all, but that humilitf 
which is always ready to acknowledge — '* This seems to me to be the truth, bat I 
know that I only *see through a glass darkly,' and I cannot prescribe for others." 
I will now ask you to join in singiog a hymn, and, then, before I pronounce the 
blessing, to join in silent prayer for about a minute. 



FRIDAY AFTERFOON, 6th OCTOBER. 



Eabl Nelson took the Chair in the Guildhall at 
Half-past Two. 



DUE RELATIONS OF CHURCH AND STATE 

PAPERS. 

The Earl of Devon. 

The tnbject to which I have been requested to invite the attention of 
the Congress is one which, if at the present time it possesses spedal pro- 
minence, is also to be regarded with interest in its connection during 
past centuries with various European States. 

The commencement of the formal and definite connection of Ciinrcb 
and State may, perhaps, with sufficient correctness^ be placed in the reign 
of Constantine. 

Previously to that time, from the introduction of Christianity into the 



Digitized by VuOOQ IC 



Earl of Devon, 349 

Roman Empire, the Church simply consisted of separate bodies of belieyers, 
each probably with their priest, subordinate and responsible, doubtless, 
to the bishops, but not bound together by any tie, other than that of 
a common faith, and in no way recognised or adopted by the civil 
power. "It was," says Hallam, "among the first effects of the con- 
version of Constantine to give not only a security, but a legal sanction 
to t^e territorial acquisitions of the Church. Thenceforward the Church 
became an element of increasing, though varying, importance in the 
political organisation of the State. It received from time to time con- 
eiderable accessions of wealth from the voluntary munificence of princes 
and their subjects, and the establishment of the obligation to pay tithes 
{at first to the bishop, and subsequently to the patron or to the rector of 
each parish), placed its possessions on a legal and permanent footing, 
while the jurisdiction of bishops, originally arbitrative over those who 
consented to refer civil disputes to them^ became, as years passed on, of 
a coercive character, at least as regards the clergy." 

That the influence of the bishop was felt and recognised in the court 
of the sovereign, there is evidence to show, even in periods not long sub- 
sequent to the invasion of the Roman Empire by the Goths. Again, in 
our own country^ the bishop sat for several centuries, with the earl of the 
<comity, in the local tribunal. While, however, in each separate locality 
the influence of the Church was thus recognised, and the share of the 
bishop in local government admitted as an important element in society, 
B& then constituted, there was gradually growing up an ecclesiastical 
power which was destined in great measure to overshadow local branches 
of the Church, and to exercise a powerful influence for many centuries 
over the different states of Europe. In the early constitution of the 
Church as an organised body, the Roman Empire after it became Christian 
was divided into patriarchates, each patriarchate containing within it a 
certain number of bishops* sees. Originally these patriarchates were 
equal in dignity, and each patriarch was independent of any external 
ecclesiastical authority in the jurisdiction over his own patriarchate. 
Within the pale of the Western Church, however (to which alone I now 
refer), the Bishop of Rome, always recognised as one of the patriarchs, 
acquired gradually, from various causes, a predominating power which, 
under Gregory the first and his successors, led to the diminution of the 
independent action of local branches of the Church, as in other respects, 
60 more particularly in their relation to the civil government of the 
several countries in which they existed. To attempt to explain in detail 
the changes which thus took place, would l^e foreign to the main purpose 
of this paper ; it may, perhaps be sufficient to refer to one subject of con- 
test bet'^een the ecclesiastical and secular powers, viz., the claim on the 
part of the papacy to retain and exercise the right of investiture, as 
regards persons nominated by the sovereign to episcopal sees. 

This daim, long disputed and with very various success in various 
countHes of Europe, has now, generally in Roman Catholic countries^ 
formed eventually the subject of a concordat, under which its recognition 
has been subjected to qualifications and conditions varying in extent and 
stringency. 

From the relations of the Church to the State, however, in other 
countries of Europe, it is now time to pass to a brief sketch of the 
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analogous progress of erents in our own country. Without adverting to 
the introduction of Christianity in pre-Sazon times, to the mission of 
Augustine and Paulinus f rom Rome towards the close of the 6th centoiy, 
or the later spread of Christian truth through the efforts of the monks 
of lona and Lmdisfarn, it may be sufficient to pass on to the period when, 
in 668, Theodore of Tarsus, a Greek monk, was dispatched &om Borne, 
in order to regulate and consolidate the organisation of the Church of 
England and place its relation to the see of Borne on a more defined and 
permanent footing. '' The first Christian missionaries," says Mr. Green 
in his late history of the people of England, '' strangers in a heathen land, 
had attached themselves necessarily to the courts of the kings who were 
their first converts, and their diocese was naturally nothing but the 
kingdom. Theodore's first work was to add many new sees to the old 
ones ; his second was to group all of them round the one centre of 
Canterbury. The new prelates, gathered in synod after synod, acknow- 
ledged the authority of their own primate. The organisation of the 
episcopate was followed, by the organisation of the parish system, and the 
missionaries became settled clergy. 

'' In this work of organisation Theodore was unconsciously doing a 
political work. This policy clothed with a sacred form, and surrounded 
with divine sanctions the national unity which had as yet rested on no 
basis but the sword. 

''The single throne of the one primate of Canterbury, accustomed 
men's minds to a single throne for their own temporal overlord. The 
regular subordination of priest to bishop, of bishop to primate, in the 
administration of the Church, supplied a mould on which the civil organisa- 
tion of the State quickly shaped itself. Above all, the councils gathered 
by Theodore were the first of all national gatherings for general legislation. 

" It was at a much later time that the wise men of Wessez, or Nor- 
thumbria, or Mercia, learnt to come together in the Witenagemote of all 
England. It was the ecclesiastical synods which led the way to our 
national parliaments." 

Under this form of external organisation the Anglican branch of the 
Church has continued to the present day, collateral to, but connected 
with, the State, though its relation to its secular ally has from time to 
time experienced various changes. To dwell on these in detail, woold 
be inconsistent with the time allotted to the present subject, but there 
are certain leading events to which reference must be made. In the 
reign of William jbhe Conqueror, the separation of the Church jurisdiction 
from the secular business of the courts of law was, under the advice and by 
the influence of Archbishop Lanfranc, effectually carried out ''From that 
time," says Stubbs in his "Constitutional History of England," "bishops 
and archdeacons were to have courts' of their own (in place of holding 
ecclesiastical pleas in the hundred court) to try causes by canonical instead 
of by customary law, and to allow no spiritual questions to come before 
laymen as judges, though in case of contumacy, the offender might be 
excommunicated, and the king and sheriff were to enforce the punishment'* 

The recognition of the papal court as a tribunal of appeal from these 
purely ecclesiastical courts, and the great extension of the legatiue admini- 
stration, naturally followed. These appeals to Bome, however, tended to 
paralyse the regular jurisdiction of the dioceses, and much disorder sub- 
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sequentlj resulted, which, aggravated by the secalar anarchy of Stephen's 
reign, prepared the way for the Constitutions of Clarendon in the time of 
Henry II. and the straggle which followed, with all its results, down to 
the Reformation. 

Among those constitutions agreed to at a meeting of bishops and 
barons held in 1164, it was among other things distinctly provided, not- 
withstanding the opposition of Becket, that no ecdesiastica] appeal was 
to go further than the archbishop without the consent of the king, an 
ezerdse of control on the part of the head of the State over the Church 
which afforded an early example of a policy adopted by later sovereigns. 

During the reigns which followed, we find in England (as, indeed, 
though with less energy, in other European States) many proofs of a deter- 
mination, on the part of the State, to withstand the endeavours made by 
the papacy to extend its despotic power. The Statute of Provisors under 
Edward III., and the Statute|of Premunire passed in the reign of Richard 
n., which subjected to the penalties of forfeiture and perpetual imprison- 
ment all persons bringing into the kingdom papal bulls for translation 
of bishops and other enumerated purposes, are among the more remark- 
able examples. 

I proceed, however, to that which has a more immediate bearing on the 
present subject, the consideration, viz., of the relation of Church and State 
in this country after the Reformation ; and on this point I cannot do 
better than refer to and quote (sometimes largely) from the pamphlet 
entitled '* Remarks on the Royal Supremacy " which was pubUshed by 
Mr. (Gladstone in 1850. 

Mr. Gladstone, after briefly enumerating the declarations made by 
the Church by way of concession, contained in the formal acknowledg- 
ment of«the ]dng in 1530 as being lord and head over the Church, by 
both houses of the clergy in convocation, and the petition which was 
embodied in it, for the appointment of a commission to review the Church 
laws then subsisting, refers to the Statute ist Elizabeth, cap. i, section 
1 7, uniting and annexing to the Crown all lawful jurisdiction, spiritual 
and ecclesiastical, which had theretofore been, or might lawfully be, 
exercised by any spiritual or ecclesiastical power or authority, and quotes 
the canon of 1604 and 1640. To attempt to reproduce the arguments, 
would be to do little justice to its clearness and force, but it may be suffi- 
cient to state that the conclusion at which he arrives is, in substance, that 
the Statute (above referred to) contains '* no notice of such a meaning as 
that the Crown either originally was the source and spring of ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, or was to become such by virtue of the annexation of the 
powers recited in the Statute, that the powers given are correcUve^ not 
directive or motive powers, powers for the reparation of defect and the 
reform of abuses, but not powers on which the ordinary legitimate and 
regular administration of tiie offices of the Church in any way depends 
for its original and proper sanction. '^ There had been in the Church " 
(again I quote from Mr. Gladstone) '^ from its first existence as a spiritual 
society, a right to govern, to decide, to adjudge for spiritual purposes, 
and though in course of time that authority came to be backed with the 
force of temporal law, still the inherent self-governing authority for 
spiritual purposes was not thereby abolished or impaired. If this be so, 
it may justly be contended, that the principles recognised in the Statutes 
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passed at the time of the Beformation, are such as should regulate the 
relation of the State to the Church, since, while under the laws by which 
the juriisdiction of the see of Rome was cut ofi^ to the temporalty was 
formally assigned the care of matters temporal, with no less distinctness 
the care of matters spiritual was assigned to the spiritualty of the realm, 
and further, it was provided that ecclesiastical laws should be adminis- 
tered by ecclesiastical judges." 

From the necessarily limited length of the present paper, it woidd be 
impracticable to trace, during the centuries which have passed since the 
Reformation, the modifications which the principles above referred to 
have undergone in their practical application ; and it will be more desir- 
able to consider briefly, with regard to past history, what would seem to 
be the principles in the abstract by adherence to which the due relations 
of Church and State may be maintained ; in other words, what are the 
relations which should subsist between the State ai an association, the 
object of which is to preserve property, order, and life, and to prevent 
crime, and the Church as an organised body of persons, substantially 
agreeing in creed and form of worship, of whom a certain portion are 
specially set apart for the performance of divine offices and the promotion 
of religious truth ; what are the conditions under which the two bodies 
can properly work together for the general good of the community % In 
answering this question, it is necessary in the first place to consider what 
is meant by establishment, denoting a cert^n relation of one of these 
bodies to the other. It does not mean, merely, that the State through 
its tribunals maintains and protects Church property, for so it acts towards 
non-established religious bodies ; it does not necessarily imply exdunve 
preference for any particular system of religious doctrine, for to legisIatiTe 
and administrative functions in this country, while it possesses an Estab* 
lished Church, persons of various creeds are admissible, and are admitted ; 
it simply means that the State, looking upon the Church as an important 
auxiliary in its work of promoting morality and diminishing crime, 
attaches it to itself by the concession of certain privileges, e.^., the oon- 
nectmg its clergy as chaplains with State, institutions, the placmg its 
bishops as members on equal terms in the highest branch of the Legis- 
lature, the providing that the sovereign, at his coronation, should be dedi- 
cated specially to his high office by the instrumentality of its archbishops, 
and by his Church membership. Such being, speaking generally, what, in 
this country at least, is meant by the connection of Church and State, 
under the name of the Established Church, what is the principle upon 
which alone the connection can be properly maintained? It may, I 
think, be summed up in this, that neither of the two bodies tbus con- 
nected should seek to interfere with the proper functions of the other, that, 
on the one hand, the Church should not seek in any way to control the 
State in the exercise of its functions of government, and on the other, that 
the State should respect the right of free action on the part of the Church 
in the discharge of the commission to teach sound reUgious truth, with 
which it has been entrusted by Qod. Unless this fre^om of action be 
respected, the Church is crippled in the performance of her proper duty. 
There are two modes in which the State may exercise its functions so as 
to over-ride the freedom of action on the part of the Church; i, by 
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authorising lay tribunals to adjudicate upon doctrine ; and 2, by undue 
interference with the selection and nomination of hej: spiritual rulers. 

I. The adjudication upon doctrine, in other words, the deciding 
whether or not any particular religious opinion can be maintained con- 
sistently with the doctrines upon which the constitution of any religious 
body is based, is one which, h priori, would seem justly to belong to the 
members themselves of that bo4y» acting by themselves or their represen- 
tatives.. This principle is recognised under, perhaps, various forms, and 
with partial modifications, by the various non-established Christian 
communities. Further, in any association the members of which recog- 
nise, as in the Established Church of this country, the divine commission 
of tiie clergy, it would seem to be a natural inference, that with them, 
when duly convened, the performance of this high duty should rest. 
Does the fact of establishment, under which to the members of the 
Established Church certain temporalities are guaranteed, and certain 
privileges given, properly modify the application of this principle 1 Not 
surely so far as spiritual functions are concerned, with which it is the 
duty and the right of the Church alone to deal This was recognised, as 
has been above stated, in the Legislation at the time of the Reformation, 
and until a comparatively recent period continued to be the basis of the 
law upon the subject in this country. As regards temporalities, however, 
it may be contended that the State acquires, from the mode in which it is 
connected with the Church, a right to adjudicate, and to this position 
under certain qualifications, and on certain conditions, I am prepared to 
assent. These qualifications and conditions are — 

1. Thai the tribunal which is the organ of the State should be exclu- 
sively a lay tribunal, and not semi-ecclesiastical. The effect of an 
opposite form of constitution unavoidably is to confound the functions of 
Church and State. 

2. That it should, on arriving at its decision, in all cases avail itself of 
the testimony of the recognised organs of the Church, as to what the 
Church holds as her doctrine. 

3. That it should apply to the case before it, so far as it turns upon 
written documents, or upon practice proved before it, the same principles 
of construction as those upon which it would proceed in civil matters. 

4. That the decision should not be one of an exdimve character, or, in 
other words, that it should not decide what is the doctrine of the Church, 
but simply whether certain opinions or practices be or be not tenable or 
permissible, consistently with the legal construction of the documents or 
with the existing practice which it has to consider, so far as temporali- 
ties are concerned. If the action of a lay tribunal be not thus guarded 
and qualified, it appears to touch unduly upon the proper functions of the 
ChurcL 

The second mode in which the State may over-ride the Church is by 
interference with the appointment of her spiritual rulers. In the case, 
I believe, of all established churches in Europe, the sovereign of the State 
exercises more or less control over the appointment of bishops, and 
regard being had to the distinction above insisted upon between spiritual 
functions and temporalities, it does not appear to me that any reasonable 
objection can be raised to the principle. 

In reference to the mode, however, in which in this country, viz., by 
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the Conge d'JSlire, that control i» exercised, there appears to me much 
ground for objection, and it is much to be desired that some plan could be 
adopted which, maintaining the final nomination of a bishop in the Crown, 
would at the same time preserve and recognise the distinction between 
temporalities and spiritualities. The selection of three persons by a duly 
constituted Church body for submission to the Crown, one of such three to 
be nominated, appears to me well deserving consideration as a practical 
course for obviating the objections which attach to the present system of 
the Con^e d^Elire, 

It is to be observed, too, in reference to the distress which is felt by 
some persons on account of the apparently Erastian character of the 
declaration made by bishops when they do homage, that the word 
" spiritualty " occurring in that declaration, properly interpreted, simply 
means, as pointed out by Stubbs in his '^Constitutional History of 
England,'' that part of his income which arises from sources of an 
ecclesiastical character, e.g.^ tithes and offerings j and a due regard 
to this fact may, perhaps, tend to remove some of the doubts which at 
present prevent united action on the part of Churchmen for an adequate 
increase of the Home Episcopate. It should further be borne in mind, 
that an increase of the episcopate by no means necessarily implies, nor in 
my opinion ought it to lead to, an increase in the number of bishops in 
the House of Lords. The holders of the existing sees might, I think, 
very properly retain their seats as representatives of the Church in the 
highest branch of the Legislature, while the appointment of other bishops, 
their equals in spiritual functions and ecclesiastical position, would extend 
the benefits of episcopal ministration, co-operation, and support, to the 
clergy and laity, in districts which have, of necessity, been hitherto inade- 
quately cared for. 

I have submitted the foregoing observations, as well under a deep sense 
of the vital importance of many of the questions which occupy the minds 
of Churchmen at the present day, as in the hope and belief that a calm, 
impartial, and earnest consideration of them, may, consistently witii sound 
principle, in some cases, reconcile difference of opinion, in more, perhaps, 
lead to harmony of feeling and action in matters of common Christian 
interest. 

I have not touched upon any of the questions concerning ritual obser- 
vances, which have of late prominently occupied public attention, partly 
because I have thought that they do not properly lie within the scope of 
the present paper, but mainly because, while I yield to no one in the con- 
viction that a duly-ordered ceremonial is in harmony with the mind of the 
Church, and, in the great majority of instances, conducive to spiritoal 
growth, and while I claim for conscientious clergymen full freedom of 
action within the limits of the Church's formularies and rubrics, I am not 
prepared to attach to aU the observances which have been, and are, the 
subject of controversy, the importance with which they are regarded by 
many deeply-earnest men. I have, at the same time, written under a 
strong sense of the benefit which results to a community from the con- 
nection of Church and State, and in the confidant belief that by temperate, 
judicious, and unselfish action on the part of the members and represen- 
tatives of each body, that connection may be long maintained in this 
country, to the permanent and widely-spread advantage of both. It has been 
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eloquently asked by Fke Hyacintlie, in one of those remarkable lectures 
which he deliyered in London last spring (and I cannot better conclude 
this paper than by the quotation) '' How can the Church and State ignore 
each other ? The spiritual and the temporal have the most intimate bonds 
of connection, hence the separation of religious from temporal matters is 
a mere chimera and folly. 

'^ How can any Church which deserves the name consent to ignore the 
State, in other words, ignore domestic and civil society ) The Church 
was not made only to adore God in the sanctuary of the conscience or in 
the tonple ; it was not made solely to form ascetics to dwell in the desert ; 
it was made to teach men truth, justice, the duties of family and civil 
life, and so to conduct them one day to the celestial city, the great family 
in heaven. 

" The Church is present in the three great crises of family life — in the 
cradle of childhood, in the marriage union, and at the dying bed. Its 
business is to teach respect for laws and legitimate powers, respect for 
justice and liberty. How, then, can it ignore the State 1 

^' There are not in the world two morsdities, one for public and one for 
private life. There is but one single morality, in its unity indissoluble, in 
its majesty unique ; descending from the same Gk)d, and leading men to 
the same eternity.'' 




The Rev. Joseph Bardsley, M.A., Rural Dean, Rector of 

Stepney, Middlesex. 

It is difficult, within the very limited time which of necessity is allotted to 
each Teader or speaker on these occasions, to deal with so vast a subject. 

The terms of our subject assume that there is a connection between 
Church and State which is lawful and desirable, and invites for our con- 
sideration the due relations between the two. 

This alliance implies a conviction, both on the part of the Church an 
the State, that the union is mutually advantageous. Dr. M'Neile^ 
Dean of lUpon, has described with great clearness the principle 
underlie the relations between Church and State in our own c^ 

''The State may and ought to judge of the doctrinp^ 
Christian society has announced its determination to ^ 
give or withhold countenance and support to that r 
the judgment so formed. The English Church, ^ 
has plainly announced those doctrines which ^* 
teach. The State may give or withhold co^ 

while so teaching. But it is grossly unt^ ^ 

or has power to dictate, a single artr' <S^^ 

civil power governs, and ought t(^^ ci^"**^" 

common wiSi all the other 8>^ A^«'V*^ *^^ 

which GJod has issued no gci( a ^ "^ <^atiou 

the State governs, or has poV . '^%?<L^*^® ®^ 

England, to act in opposition tt 4^ %J reUgion 

A compact founded upon the. V% -?y ^^ *^^ 

domination and ecclesiastical dicta ^ 'frights and 

the State adopting measures 'to com^ W ^^ them." 

the clergy, or 
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truth, or by the Church seeking to enforce as divine truth doctrines not 
contained in those authoritative standards, which had been accepted by 
both parties as the terms and conditions of the compact. There aie 
eminent men, who, whilst advocating the union of Church and State, 
nevertheless contend, — ^that the Church and State, being as they afi&rm 
different in their origin, and in the source from which they derive their 
authority, are so entirely independent, and so wholly apart firom each 
other, that the office-bearers of the Church, as such, are not to be known 
within the State ; and, on the other hand, the office-bearers of the Churdi, 
as such, are not to be known within the Church : and that consequent 
in their respective spheres and authorities the Church and the State are 
different from, and independent of, each other. It is alleged in support 
of this theory, that the authority exercised by each — ^the one having 
jurisdiction in temporal, and the other in spiritual matters — ^they may 
exist side by side, and embrace as members the very same individuals, 
without provoking any collision, or requiring that, for the sake of harmony, 
the one should be made subordinate to the other. Surely this chum to 
absolute and uncontrolled jurisdiction on the part of the Church, while 
in union with the State, is altogether inadmissible, and has, in the history 
of our own and other lands, been proved again and again to be im- 
practicable. It is simple theorising, taking no account of hitman feelings 
and passions ; it is mere speculation of what the relations ought to be on 
the assumption of a perfect Church and a perfect State. 

In our own land, the union between Church and State does not seem 
to have been brought about by the two entering into a formal compact, 
but to have grown with' the nation's growth ; but it is none the less 
implied, involving a free and voluntary choice on both sides, founded on 
a mutual regard for the privileges and rights of each. But as time went 
on, under the varied circumstances of the nation's history, these relations 
required careful re-adjustment. Great complications were produced by 
the arrogant claims set up, and for some centuries exercised, by the 
Bishop of Home. The relations between the English Church and the 
State were in no inconsiderable degree moulded by the detennined action 
taken by the English nation, to cast off the usurped authority of the Pope, 
as is seen by the thirty-seventh article, and the terms of subscription re- 
quired of the clergy by the thirty-^th canon. These encroachments of 
the Bishop of Rome — at all times hateful to the English people — ^became 
at length intolerable. They were an affront to the pride of the nation, 
an insult to the honour of the sovereign, and to the liberties of the 
people. They contributed very largely in uniting almost the whole nation, 
in promoting the work of the Reformation. With the Reformation came 
a fresh aspect in the union of Church and State. The appeals, which 
under protest had for centuries been made to the Pope, were now trans- 
ferred to the Crown, and the form which these appeals ultimately assumed 
is probably one chief cause why the Reformation is regarded by some as a 
curse rather than a blessing. But, notwithstanding the many hard things 
said of the Reformers and the Reformation, I believe the vast majority of 
Englishmen will agree with the late Bishop Wilberforce, who, when ad- 
vocating in 1850 the substitution of the bench of bishops for the preset 
final court of appeal, declared, '' that singular wisdom had been dis- 
played at the time of the Reformation ; " and I think they will no less 
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cordially endorse the words of Bishop Blomfield, which occur in his 
last charge to his clergy : — 

'' It is a matter of shame and grief to us, and of exultation to our 
adversaries, that while such men as Hildebrand and Becket are held up 
to admiration, who, if they were sincere, were yet the authors and abettors 
of evil, the firebrands of discord, and the subverters of civil government, 
f eproach and censure should be cast upon those holy men, to whom, under 
Ood, we owe our deliverance from an intolerable yoke, . Cranmer and 
Bidley and Jewel ; as though the occasional errors into which they may 
have fallen, under circumstances of difficulty which we are wholly 
unable to appreciate, were not a thousand times outweighed by their 
cervices to the cause of God's truth and of His Church. 

It is difficult to see what just cause there is for regarding with such 
intense abhorrence the Judicial Committee of Privy Council as the final 
court of i^peal ; at the same time, I am far from intending to convey 
the impression, that I think the court is not susceptible of improvement. 
But is there anything in its constitution to afford ground for saying that 
it seriously disturbs or infringes those due relations which should subsist 
between Church and State % Its province is to hear appeals from the 
<^lergy and laity, if they are of opinion that they have not received justice 
in the ecclesiastical courts below. Mr. Cross, Her Majesty's Home Secre- 
tary, has described the powers of this court in the following comprehensive 
terms : — " Some may not agree with me, but I will put before you what 
I believe to be the actual position of that court of appeal to which so 
many Churchmen object. It is not a fact that the court of appeal can 
ilay down what is the doctrine of the Church ? 

'^ The Church herself has already laid down her doctrines in her creeds, 
Iher Prayer Book, her Book of Homilies, and in her articles of faith ; 
;and all the State does is this : the State provides men of the highest 
learning and ability, men with trained minds for weighing evidence, facts, 
iand opinions, capable of deciding whether any particular practice, sermon, 
or book, or, perhaps, a statement of doctrine, lies within the four corners 
of those documents which the Church herself has settled, and which the 
State has accepted from the Church, as the basis of the national faith." 

The State, as the trustee — not the owner— of Church property, has 
undertaken to protect the Church in possession of this property so 
long as she uses it for the purposes to which it was devoted. Under 
these circumstances, it is surely the plain duty of the State to see that 
these purposes are duly carried out — ^it is part of the implied compact — 
and the State justly claims the right of enforcing the terms on which this 
compact is founded. 

We all acknowledge that our sovereign, under God, "is the only 
supreme governor of this realm ... as well in all spiritual or ecclesias- 
tical things or causes, as temporal j " and the oath administered to the 
sovereign by one of the archbishops or bishops at the time of coronation 
is, — " That they will to the utmost of their power maintain the laws of 
^d, the true profession of the Gospel, and Protestant reformed religion 
established by law ; and will preserve unto the bishops and clergy of this 
realm, and to the churches committed to their charge, all such rights and 
privileges as by law do or shall appertain unto them, or any of them." 
Whether, therefore, we look at the declaration subscribed by the clergy, or 
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the oath administered to the sovereign by the Archbishop, it follows as a 
natural and logical consequence, that if by these the sovereign is the 
supreme governor in things 9piritudl as well as temporal, and under the 
most solemn engagement to maintain the religion established by law, and 
to preserve the rights and privileges of the bishops and clergy as by law 
appertain unto them, the sovereign, with the sanction of the other estates 
of the realm, must settle the tribunal by which all appeals to honself are to 
be made and determined, unless it can be shown that this is one of the 
rights and privileges which by law appertain to the bishops and clergy. 
It has been argued, however, and I think most justly, that it would be no 
infringement of the royal supremacy to have Convocation or the Bench 
of Bi^ops constituted the final court of appeal But the question 
raised by such a proposal is, would either of these answer better the pur- 
poses of such a court 9 and, in the next place, would ^he nation give its 
sanction to any such sweeping change as would invest the derdai body 
with such enormous powers 1 

Whatever theoretical claims may be set up for Convocation, is there 
any one prepared to contend that the proposition to constitute that body 
the final court of appeal would find favour with the laity of our Church ? 
Great changes — ^very great — ^must be made before it can claim adequately 
and fairly even to represent the clergy. . But if it were made a fair and 
full representation of the dergy, I believe there is neither just cause for 
putting forth such' a plea, nor is there the remotest chance of the laity 
acquiescing in the doctrine taught by some of the clergy, as expressed 
by Mr. Orby Shipley, that the '' head of the Church committed to the epis- 
copate and priesthood aZone had the authority to make laws and govern the 
Church generally ; " or, as declared by Bishop Wilberforce, that " It was 
for the office-bearers of the Church to determine what had been handed 
down, and it was the duty of the laity to adopt and ratify as truth that 
which the Church offered for their acceptance as truth." The assertion 
of such a claim had probably something to do with '' the silencing of the 
voice of the sacred synod of the English Church for 130 years, and of 
inspiring statesmen with a dread of reviving it. Though to some extent, 
this feeling may have passed away, there seems no ground for supposing 
that the powers now possessed by the final court of appeal in ecclesias- 
tical matters will be transferred to Convocation. A national synod, con- 
sisting of clergymen and laymen, thoroughly representing the whole 
Church of Engknd, might do good service by discussing and initiating 
measures affecting the interests of the Church, when the questions to which 
they relate are ripe for legisation. Recommendations emanating from such 
a body would, in all probability, command the approval of the State ; but 
such a representative body we do not at present possess, though I trust for 
venturing to make a statement so obviously true, I shall not incur the 
terrible penalties threatened by the 139th canon, viz., '' whosoever shall 
hereafter affirm, that the sacred synod of this nation, in the name of Christ, 
and the king's authority assembled, is not the true Church of En^and 
by representation, let him be excommunicated, and not restored until he 
repeat, and publicly revoke that his wicked error." 

(2.) The proposal to constitute the Bench of Bishops a final court of 
appeal in ecdesiastical cases — when a Bill to that effect was introduced 
into the House of Lords by Bishop Blomfield in 1850, with the approval 
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of nearly the whole bench of bishops — ^was not received with mnch favour, 
is evident from the fact that a first reading was refused by a majority of 
84 to 51. If the judgment of the Judicial Committee of Privy Council 
is viewed with great dissatisfaction by those members of the Church who 
happen to be strongly opposed to its decision, on a question coming before 
it, it may confidently be affirmed that a similar decision pronounced by 
the Bench of Bishops, when commanding the approval of only a majority 
of their lordships, would be attended by far more disastrous consequences, 
by intensifying our divisions in the eyes of the public, and by producing, 
as declared by the late Bishop of St David's, "a fatal division in the 
episcopate." 

Is it not likely, then, after all, that the due relations between Church 
and State will be best preserved, and the harmony of the Church be best 
promoted, by retaining, in its main features at least, the pi^sent tribunal 
as the final court of appeal % Much groundless prejudice exists against this 
tribunal by crediting it with powers which it does not possess^ and which 
more than once the court itself has most distinctly repudiated. It does 
not presume to frame canons or articles of faith, or to say what the 
Church of England ought to teach ; but its province, in the court's own 
words — " extends only to the consideration of that which is by law estab- 
lished to be the doctrine of the Church of England upon the true con- 
struction of her articles and formularies " (Gorham Case). The clergy 
occupy their positions in the Church on the explicit declaration that they 
will use the Book of Common Prayer, and that they believe the Thirty- 
nine Articles, which the declaration prefixed says, " do contain the true 
doctrine of the Church of England agreeable to God's Word." The pro- 
vince of this court, when a clergyman has been charged with a breach of 
his engagements, and when either he or his accusers are of opinion that 
there has been a lack of justice in the ecclesiastical courts below, is to 
hear the appeal and advise Her Majesty on the subject. For this pur- 
pose is the court a competent and suitable tribunal. 

Olyectio7i8»^--'ThQ court is pronounced incompetent on the ground that 
its members have little or no theological knowledge ; and it is declared 
that no one is qualified to be a judge in such matters except he has a 
thorough knowledge of the Holy Scripture in the original, unless he has 
become acquainted with the rise, progress, antagonism, and final triumph 
of many of the dogmas taught by our Church, — and has made himself 
familiar with the whole range of Church History — East and West — :with 
councils, canons ; the best writers, both ancient and modem. In no other 
way, we are assured by the Rev. M. J. Fuller, in his work on the ** Court 
Final Appeal," can a judge in a case of doctrine " make his ground sure." 
If the court was charged with the solemn and responsible duty of pre- 
paring a public Liturgy, framing articles of religion, and a set of canons, 
such qualifications would be indispensable : but to say that without these 
vast and varied stores of theological knowledge, it is impossible to form a 
correct judgment as to whether an accused clergyman has set aside the rub- 
rics of the Prayer Book, and contradicted in some sermon or book the teach- 
ing of the articles and Lituigy, to say this is tantamount to declaring that the 
State itself was incapable of forming a sound judgment of the doctrine 
and discipline of the Church, when from time to time she agreed to these as 
the terms of union ! Besides, as was forcibly observed by Lord Harrowby , 
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during the debate on this subject in the House of Lords in 1850 — *' heresy 
which could not be made patent to five or six honest, sagacious men, with 
all the light which could be brought to bear on it, was better left alone." 
These lay judges, who are the most eminent men of their profession, have 
been accustomed during the greater part of their lives to weigh the mean- 
ing of expressions, and to balance statements ; and it must be allowed 
that they possess in a much higher degree than bishops and other clerical 
theologians, one most essential qualification, viz., they are accustomed to 
separate their own private, opinions from the laws which they interpret. 
I believe, therefore, they are as capable — probably more capable — of 
ministering righteous judgment than a tribunal consisting exclusively of 
theologians. Anoth^r objection to this tribunal is, that as the court was re- 
constituted in 1833, it is possible that one or more of its members may be 
Dissenters ; and a picture is presented for consideration of a Dissenter taking 
cognisance of Church discipline; a Baptist sitting in judgment on a question 
of iufsint Baptism; and a Quaker weighing the merits of sacramental efficacy. 
Though probably a Dissenter has never been judge in such a case, yet it 
is possible, and all Churchmen must naturally desire to see this rectified. 
At the same time, the above picture is misleading, for if a Baptiat, 
Independent, or Quaker, should ever sit upon the court, he would not 
have to consider ti[ie abstract question of infant baptism. Church discip- 
line, or sacramental efficacy ; but simply and solely, whether the accaaed 
clergyman had been teaching, on any or all of these subjects, sentiments at 
direct variance with those of the Church of England, and had thereby been 
guilty of a manifest breach of the terms of his. engagement. And just as 
Churchmen, who have been the judges, have decided honestly when 
Dissenters on numerous occasions have been the litigants, as in Lady 
Hewley's Chapels — ^in the Colerne case, near Box, in 1865 — ^when some 
Independents, by a decision in the Vice-Chancellor's Court, deprived a 
congregation of particular Baptists of a chapel, and again in 1870, when 
the yice-Chancellor granted an injunction to restrain a minister from con- 
tinuing to perform ministerial duties in Zion-Hill Congregational Chapel, 
West Cowes, so would a Dissenter, as judge, act honestly according to the 
terms of his oath. 

Besides, it must not be forgotten the two Archbishops and the Bishop of 
London, since 1840, have been members of the court; and by the altera- 
tion made last session, Her Majesty may, with the advice of the court, 
make rules for the attendance of ardibishops and bishops, who shall sit as 
assessors in ecclesiastical cases. 

But whether the final court of appeal is the most fitting and competent 
tribunal for judging in such matters, is one on which Churchmen will, no 
doubt, continue to differ ; and it is right for one and all, if they see fit, 
to promote by all legitimate means either the re-construction of this 
court, or its substitution by another. But there is a great practical 
question of immense and pressing importance— one which I believe vitally 
affects the best interests of the Church of England— on which I trust, my 
lord, I may be permitted respectfully, but frankly, to express my convic- 
tions — Are the decisions of this court, so long as it continues to be the 
court of ultimate appeal, to be loyally accepted and obeyed f There is 
great force in the following words of Sir Stafford Northcote : — "If we 
desire that our Church should continue to hold the position of the Estab- 
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lished Church of the country, we must loyally accept the conditions of an 
Establishment. There are advantages in the position of an Establish- 
ment, and there are advantages of a Free Church. We have a right to 
weigh the latter against the former ; and if we prefer the position of the 
Free Church, we have a right to advocate the conversion of our own 
communion into a communion similar to those of the Episcopal Churches 
in America and Scotland. But we have no moral right to claim, at one 
and the same time, the privileges of establishment and the freedom of 
disestablishment." 

The clergy cannot plead that the court has been called into being since 
they entered the ministry of our Church, and that thereby they have been 
subjected to a new tribunal ; for ever since appeals to the Bishop of Borne 
were forbidden, they have been made to the sovereign. In 1533 the 
Crown was empowered to appoint a court of delegates to hear and finally 
to decide in ecclesiastical cases ; and this court was superseded by the 
Judicial Committee of Privy Council in 1833. The relations, therefore, of 
Church and State in this important matter, are essentially what they were 
when the present generation of clergymen voluntarily sought the positions 
which they now fill. Clearly, then, our solemn and distinct compact re- 
quires loyal obedience to the decisions of this Court ; and yet it is unde- 
niable that there are some of the clergy who openly declare their deter- 
mination to defy 4;he court's decisions. Notice has been publicly given 
by one that he shall not bow down to the image set up by those would-be 
ecclesiastical Nebuchadnezzars j whilst another well-known clergyman, the 
Rev. A. H. Mackonochie, in a letter to his congregation in 187 1, alluding 
to one of the court's decisions, said, " You will, therefore, not be surprised 
at my telling you, that we, your clergy, do not mean to obey." 

The Rev. E. L. Blenkinsopp, in an Essay on Convocation, writes thus : — 
^'The charge of lawlessness has been lately brought in high quarters 
against the Catholic school ; " and he boldly answers, '' There can be no 
doubt of the fact ; but then is there not a cause ? " And in another 
part of the same essay he states, that the judgments of the final court 
of appeal are '^ openly set at defiance by the Catholic priests, because they 
find it impossible to acknowledge the right of a secular court to pronounce 
upon the dogma and ritual of the Church .... they are compelled to 
become bresJsers of the law in order to maintain the law ; they must 
disobey the reputed judgments of the Church in order to maintain the 
lawful discipline of the Church." The extent to which this open defiance 
of the court's authority is carried may be gathered from a letter recently 
addressed to the Bishop of Bath and Wells by the Bev. C. S. Grueber. He 
says he has read the following statement made by the Bishop of London 
in the Upper House of Convocation with " shame and indignation." The 
Bishop said, '' I consider it my dut^, both as a bishop and a clergyman, to 
impress it upon them " (the clergy) " that they and I are bound by the 
decisions of the legal courts under which we live, and the authority to 
which we have over ani^ over again promised obedience, and to abide by 
their decisions, whether we ourselves regard them right or wrong." The 
Bishop only expressed in these words what is obviously required of the 
clergy by tiie compact they entered into when they became ministers of 
the Established Church of England. Surely, if every clergyman is to be 
a law unto himself, to obey and disobey just as he likes, endless confu- 
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sion and anarchy mnst be the results. If the English people, as is generally 
beUevedy are a law-abiding people, it is certain the clergy will not long 
command their esteem if they trample under foot the laws of the land. 
In reference to such conduct Lord Selbome publicly declared, that to his 
mind '' there is something repugnant, even to morality, in a claim on the 
part of a body of the clergy, to be at liberty to disregard at their dis- 
cretion the laws of the Church/' 

Those who think this particular law objectionable are at liberty to 
employ all constitutional means to get it changed ; but if any of us are 
of opinion that, by obedience to the decisions of this court, we are render- 
ing unto Caesar the things that are God's, there is an obvious course 
open to us, by which we can obey the just dictates of our conscience, and 
yet escape the charge of disloyalty and disobedience. There are many 
sincere and thoroughly loyal Churchmen, who believe that the rights of 
the Church are invaded by the powers now vested in the present court of 
ultimate appeal ; but who, nevertheless, accept its decisions because 
founded upon the laws of the land, and because they tacitly bound them- 
selves to do this when they obtained their authority to exercise the office 
of a minister within the pale of our Church. There can be no doubt 
that the action of a section of the clergy in this matter has produced 
much anxiety in the minds of many Churchmen ; and the more so, be- 
cause it has the appearance of being part of an organised plan, since it is 
the action of those who are engaged in promoting what they call '' The 
Catholic Revival" — the restoration of pre-Reformation, vestments, and cere- 
monies, the sacrifice of the mass, and the habitual practice of auricular 
confession. When the laity observes that it is this section of the clergy 
who declare that they are compelled to ^* disobey the reputed judgments 
of the Church, in order to maintain the lawful discipline of the Church," 
they imagine that they perceive in all this the assertion of sacerdotal 
claims to the right of the clergy alone to govern the Church ; " our 
Church being,'' according to the declaration of one of the essays in ^* The 
Church and the World," " after all, the English body of bishops and 
priests, providing those who live in England with the grace of the sacra- 
ments." I do not say that this action is designed to bring about dis- 
establishment ; but I think there can be no doubt that, if it were so 
designed, no more effectual means could be devised for that purpose. 
Churchmen in general have always believed the union of Church and 
State to have been an unspeakable blessing to this country, and they 
regard with just concern any action calculated to weaken the bonds of 
that connection ; but, much as they would dread disestablishment as a 
great calamity to both Church and State, they would, nevertheless, con- 
sider this as. an incomparably smaller evil than that our Church should 
become the authorised instrumentality of releavening our land with the 
false doctrines, superstitions, and idolatries of the Church of Rome. 



W. G. F. Phillimore, Esq., D.O.L. 
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Whenever a Church has been established by a State, it has, as matter of 
history, been so established because either the great bulk, at least, of the 
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people composing the State, or the rulers of the State, have belieyed that 
the religion of that Church was the true one. 

I take this to be true even of the pagan religions of t^e civilised States 
of ancient times. No doubt the origin of the connection between these 
States and the objects of worship, the religion, and the priests, which 
and whom we find officially recognised and privileged, is unknown, and 
the boundary line between what is religion and what is civil law is often 
uncertain ; but we can have no doubt that the objects of worship and the 
religion which we find established in historical times were, at one period 
at least, believed in by all classes, and were believed in by the mass of the 
people, if not altogether by the more intelligent classes, to the end. 

The origin of Christianity, however, is not obscure ; it has not grown 
up as a religion blended with and inseparable from the laws and constitu- 
tion of some particular State. It is a religion that has come to every 
State, in which it has been established from outside, as something sepa- 
rate from and added to the civil law of that State. It was a religion, and 
ita professors formed a Church for centuries before it had any connection 
with any State — ^when, in fact, it was prohibited and persecuted. 

Christianity apart from any State had grown up into a religion, with a 
confession of faith, as well in historical events, such as the birth, miracles, 
and crucifixion of our Saviour, as in theological doctrines, with rites and 
discipline, and with a body of professors admitted into its society by the 
distinct ceremony of baptism ; and wherever it has hitherto been estab- 
lislied by any State, it has been so established as having a faith claiming 
to be derived from historical sources, and as having outward ceremonies 
and laws. In other words, wherever Christianity has been established, 
it has been established as a religion claiming to be historically true as 
well as morally good, and has been believed to be such by those who 
established it. 

This historical Christianity further, when it has presented itself to a 
State previous to establishment,' has not been anything vague or incom- 
plete, or capable of development or alteration by the State. It has pre- 
sented itself as having a body of fundamental truths and a set of necessary 
rites and rules of discipline. It is true that the varieties of Christianity 
which have been established by various States have differed as to the 
truths which they have held fundamental, and as to the rites and rules 
which they have held necessary ; but every one of them has asserted that 
there are fundamental truths and necessary rites and rules, and has taught 
that these questions are questions of truth and falsehood, right and wrong, 
not matters of expediency or such as are capable of remodelling or alter- 
ing by any human power. 

Even where the ^'doctrine of development," as it is called, has been 
part of the teaching of a Church, it has never been allowed that this 
development is matter of human wit or to be unfolded or concealed at the 
will of the State. The teaching has still been that the truth is one, 
though it may be a part of the divine scheme that that truth should be 
gradually unfolded, not all at once. 

It is an observation, but not an unimportant one, that, so far from the 
State having in any way assisted in shaping the doctrine or discipline of 
any form of Christianity, the greater part of that doctrine and discipline 
was, according to the agreement of all Christians, worked out by the end 
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of the third century (many bodies of Christians say much earlier), before 
Christianity had been in any sense established by tjie State. 

The point, however, which I wish to make clear is this, that whenever 
a State has established a Christian Church, it has established, and that 
knowingly, a society claiming to hold and teach a body of truth unalter- 
able by man's wit or wiU, and claiming to provide for its members certain 
rights and certain rules of discipline which are derived from this body of 
truth, and are independent of and unchangeable by man. The sacraments, 
for example, have their whole force and meaning as derived from the doc- 
trines of Christianity, and observed in consequence of those doctrines. They 
neither gain nor lose any part of their obligation or their value from any 
act of the State. And if this be so, the pronouncing who shall receive 
and who administer these sacraments, and when and under what condi- 
tions (which is the essence of religious discipline), is likewise a matter 
wholly outside the conpetence of the State. 

Not only is this so in principle, but in every instance with which we 
need concern ourselves the State has, in establishing Christianity, known 
and admitted that it has thereby established a Church claiming to hold a 
body of true doctrine, and to administer necessary rites and necessary dis- 
cipline according to principles derived from a Divine source, and not alter- 
able by the State. 

Churches have been established on these terms because those who have 
established them, or the people who had compelled their rulers to estab- 
lish them, believed their doctrines to be true, and the rites and discipline 
which they declared necessary to be necessary. It is not a question of 
expediency but of supposed truth. 

Further, as whenever a State has accepted and established a Church it 
has taken it and its teaching as a whole ; so, having once established it, 
the State caimot afterwards proceed to alter or remodel its doctrines, or 
necessary rites or discipline, without destroying the ground of faith on 
which tJie whole body rests, and rendering the altered or remodelled 
Church a mere creature of man and of civil law, without claim to Divine 
origin. 

. If, in the course of time, the rulers or people of a State cease to believe 
the doctrines of the Church which is established among them, they may 
disestablish that Church, and if they are so convinced, establish any other 
organised Church which teaches that which they now believe to be true. 
But if they pretend to keep their old Church, yet continually change its 
doctrines according to the changes of their belief, they lose their Church 
as a Divine institution with a positive claim on their iaith, and get in- 
stead a mere human organisation made by themselves, and teaching a 
string of doctrines which have henceforth no historical foundation. 

A Christian Church, indeed, grows and changes with time, and its 
members may find after a while that the doctrines which it is teaching 
are either more or less than those which, according to its principles, are 
the true tenets of Christianity. They may find that superstitions or 
fables have formed a crust over the pure Christian doctrine ; or contrari- 
wise, that from the carelessness or want of faith of their priests important 
doctrines have been forgotten. In such a case the constitutional organs 
of the Church may reform it to the primitive standard. A reform thus 
made will have the double security that the reformed teaching will be in 
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apparent accordance with the primitive standard, and thus capable of 
proof to the faithful ; and that it will have been made in virtue of a 
power which, according to the teaching of the Church in question, that 
Church has always possessed. 

In the case, too, of such ritual and discipline as may be called 
necessary, there may be, from time to time, a similar need of reform to 
the piimitive standard ; while further, the principles of ritual and discip- 
line remaining the same, their application will vary with stages of civili- 
sation. The reforms and variations, however, which become necessary 
must be made by the Church and not by the State, for the essence of 
such ritual and discipline lies in its relation to the sacraments, and so, 
as I have tried to show, outside the competence of the State. 

If, indeed, all these matters were, as history tells us they were for <U 
least three centuries, effected by the constitutional organs of the Church 
in council and in synod, and as we must hold rightly so effected, the 
same organs must remain as the true efficient powers after as well as 
before a Church is established. 

It is, of course, the right of any State, where there is an Established 
Church, to step in whenever there is any apparent change in the Church 
and say, if its rulers can so say with truth, '^This is what we never 
contemplated ; we should not have established this Church if we had 
known this was to happen ; and as it has happened, we shall proceed to 
disestablish." 

As reforms are sometimes required, and changes in ritual and in the 
application of discipline from time to time are necessary, the Church must 
have constitutional organs to effect these reforms and changes. Further, 
without reform or change, from the imperfections of human thought 
and language, it will be found from time to time that the formularies in 
which the doctrines of the Church are embodied are insufficient, or ill- 
adapted to meet the heresies which arise, as we know historically hap- 
pened in the early centuries ; and it becomes necessary to add to or 
unend them. 

For all these purposes a Church must have constitutional organs, and 
be able to use them ; to borrow language applied to secular matters, a 
Church must have a legislature. 

Even earlier in importance to a Church is a judicature ; for as it has 
rules, so must it have persons authorised to apply these rules to particular 
cases ; as it has doctrines, and these doctrines are expressed in formu- 
laries, 80 must it have persons who in case of need can interpret those 
formularies with authority. 

In England there never was any question that the Church established 
here had a right to its legislature and judicature. Such a legislature and 
judicature were unquestionably possessed by it down to the time of Hem^' 
Vni., and the most important statute of Henry VIIL's time claimed for the 
Church of England independence of any foreign spiritual authority, just as 
it claimed for the State of England independence of any foreign secular 
authority, because there was in England a body spiritual, beeause that 
body spiritual was capable of governing itself, but still more because it 
had an historical right, so the statute said, to govern itself — ^not that the 
State or any member of the State had the right to govern it, but that the 
Church itself, which was then the people of England, though compacted 
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and subordinated after a different order to that in which they were com- 
pacted into the State, had the right to govern itself. 

And though these principles were often lost sight of in the tronbl^ 
times that followed, and were often impaired by another principle, that of 
the pecuGar double position of the sovereign, to which I shall havo occa- 
sion to refer, they remained nevertheless present to the nation, and can be 
traced through all the epochs. of the Eeformation of the Church — in the 
double set of canons of Elizabeth's reign, in the Thirty-nine Articles 
framed and decreed by Convocation before they were enforced by Parlia- 
ment, in the canons of James I. and Charles L's reigns, and, lastly, in 
the submission to and preparation by the Convocations of our present 
Prayer Book before it was enforced by the Act of Uniformity in Charles 
IL's reign. 

Indeed, as they who chiefly contributed to the changes which were 
made in the Church of England always asserted, and as the official declara- 
tions of the Church still remain on record as asserting, that the Church 
of England was no new Church, but the old historical corporation, a 
branch of the Catholic Church established in England, differing as little 
as possible from those branches of the Catholic Church which were in 
** Italy, France, Spain, or Germany,"* and conforming in all respects to 
" the primitive Church" and " the Fathers of the best antiquity," f " l^he 
Apostolical Churches," "the whole Catholic Church of Christ," J as the 
official expressions run, it would have been strange indeed if the Church 
of England had not required and claimed such essential organs of a 
branch of the Church Catholic as a spiritual legislature and a spiritual 
judicature. 

The piinciple which has chiefly tended to impair the due recogni- 
tion of the Church's claims in this respect has been that which ascribes 
to the sovereign a double position as both head of the secular body and 
himself a quasi-religious person. As our old law books had it, " Rez est 
persona mixta." The king is a compound person — half layman, half priest 
This, as I venture to think, unsound theory, mischievous always, but 
specially mischievous as the origin of many of the difficulties of the present 
time, has probably grown from several roots. In the first place, it is derived 
from the claims of the heathen Roman Emperors. They, in order to 
secure to themselves as much majesty and security as possible, procured 
themselves to be invested with the privileges of the tribunes of the people, 
whose persons under the Eepublic had been holy and inviolable : while, 
farther, in order to have control over the religious rites of the State, they 
became chief priests, a title which they kept long after they were Christians. 
This twofold dignity and the habit of deifying the Emperors! aft«p their 
death gave to the Imperial office a holy character, though the holiness was 
essentially pagan ; and this holy character was firmly impressed upon the 
Imperial office at the time of Constantino. Independently of this^ the 
Christians, in their obedience to the powers that were, were a royal and 
respectful people, looking to the Emperor as the established governor in 
civil matters, and as having for these purposes a sort of Divine oonuniuion. 
It was not difficult for despotic princes to form out of these materials such 

* Oonon XXX. of 1603. 

t Queen Elizabeth to Emperor of Germany. Collier, "Eccl. Hist.,"voL vi, pp. 
263, 264. X Preface to Prayer Book. 
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a religious position for themselves that, as in the later Byzantine times, 
treason and sacrilege were hardly distinguished. The same position was 
taken up by Charlemagne and the Roman Emperors of Germany— curiously 
illustrated by its being part of the ceremony of the coronation of an 
Emperor to make him a sub-deacon, and thus bring him 'among the clerks 
in holy orders ; and the lesser European monarchs followed the example 
of the Western Emperor in their claims, as they did in their ceremonies, 
for to this day the sovereign of England when crowned is vested in a 
dalmatic, because the Emperor as sub-deax^on was crowned in that appro- 
priate vestment. 

Contributions to this idea of the religious position of the sovereign came 
also with the feudal system from the supposed necessity of making the 
king as feudal lord paramount superior in all things, even as far as might 
be in ecclesiastical things, to the bishops and abbots who held lordships 
under him. But I think that the last contribution must have come with 
the^Breformation and the general reading of the Bible. It is drawn from 
the analogy of the Jewish kings, who as the " Lord's anointed " received 
a peculiar position in the theocracy of Israel, which it was vainly supposed 
that the Christian kings of Qentile nations could parallel. 

Such hAS been the origin and the development of the theory which now 
gives to the sovereign a peculiar position different from that of any other 
layman in the affairs of the Church. In other words, it is a compound 
of pagan practices, principles of despotism, an overstraining of the feudal 
system, and a false analogy from Jewish history. It is an historical curi- 
osity, unsound and untrue as a principle of Christianity ; and the sovereign 
has no more capacity to administer thin^ spiritual than any other laymau, 
or what is the same thing, the power of the sovereign must be limited to 
that conceded by the sober words of the thirty-seventh article, to '* that 
only prerogative which we see to have been given always to all godly 
princes in Holy Scriptures by God Himself; that is, that they should rule 
all estates and degrees committed to their charge by God, whether they be 
ecdesiastical or temporal, and restrained with the civil sword the stub- 
bom and evil-doer.'^ And this suggests something further : whatever 
that prerogative may be, it is given only to princes and to godly ones. 
The very essence of the theory, which asserts for the sovereign a peculiar 
position in relation to the Church, is that the person of the sovereign is 
religious, and that the conferring of the crown upon him is sacramental 
It is the Sovereign himself for whom the right to interfere is claimed ; but 
to claim it for his ministers or for a parliamentary majority in his name 
is to empty the theory of all the little historical or other justification which 
it possesses, which is in truth all summed up in the idea of the '' divinity 
that doth hedge a king.'' Again, the prerogative is limited to " godly 
princes." The sovereign must be a professing member of the Church 
which he is to govern. The sultan is not to have the spiritual discipline 
of the patriarchate of Constantinople. But if the sovereign is to be 
merely the mouthpiece of a parliamentary majority, that majority, that 
parliament, must consist of members of the Church. If, however, the 
nation not consisting wholly of members of the Church, the Parliament 
rightly representing the nation does not consist wholly of such members, 
but rather contains members of other churches, and persons not Christians 
at all, all summoned together and organised upon no religious principle, 
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bat for secular affairs and for the good of the State, how can the shadow 
idea of the religious position of the sovereign be extended to justify the 
interference of a non-Christian Parliament or of the ministers chosen by 
that Parliament in the gOYemment and discipline of the Church % 

Such, however,' is the case in England. In England at this dajr the 
result of the relations between the Established Church and the State — a 
result which in its fulness is Very recent, many changes quite apart from 
Church matters, changes in the constitution, changes in civilisation, changes 
in our civil law, having contributed to it — is 

(i.) To forbid legislation by the Church. 

(2.) To substitute legislation by the State. 

(3.) To destroy spiritual jurisdiction. 

(4.) To substitute secular jurisdiction. 
And yet in these matters the legislation of the State is no legislation, and 
the secular jurisdiction is no jurisdiction, for the State is no fountain of 
grace or truth, and its courtB do not profess to expound the mysteries of 
religion, or to administer that saving cQscipline which heals and binds the 
conscience. 

Surely of such a state of things did a character in Lord Beaconsfield's 
novel rightly say as follows : — " What can be more anomalous than the 
present connection between State and Church % Every condition on which 
it was origin^y consented to has been cancelled. That original alliance 
was, in my view, an equal calamity for the nation and the Church ; but 
at least it was an intelligible compact. Parliament, then consisting only 
of members of the Established Church, was on ecclesiastical matters a lay 
synod, and might, in some points of view, be esteemed a necessary portion 
of Church government But you have effaced this exclusive character of 
Parliament ; you have determined that a communion with the Established 
Church shall no longer be part of the qualification for sitting in the House 
of Commons. There is no reason, as far as the constitution avails, why 
every member of the House of Commons should not be a Dissenter . . . 
The only consequences of the present union of Church, and State are, that 
on the 'side of the State there is prepetual interference in ecclesiastical 
government, and on the side of the Church a sedulous avoidance of all 
those principles on which alone Church government can be established, 
and by the influence of which alone can the Church of England again 
become universal." * 

May we not say that the contingency which Mr. Gladstone once con- 
templated in his '^ Church and State " as improbable has in fact arrived : — 
" K the conscience of the Church of England should, by its constituted 
rulers, require any law, or any meeting to make laws, as essential to its 
well being, and such law or the licence of such meeting should be perma- 
nently refused, it would then be her duty to resign her civil privileges and 
act in her free spiritual capacity." t 

♦ Speech by "Millbank" in " Coningsby," pp. 351, 352 ; 5th Edition, 1849. "Con- 
mgBby ; or, The New Generation," by B. Disraeli, M.P. 
t Gladstone on ** Church and State," chap, vi., sec. 2, § 30, ed. 4. 
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Canon Ashwell. 

I THINK myself fortunate in the exact wording of the snbject of this aftemoon*8 discussion, 
in thai I am called upon to speak with reference to the relations of Church and State, for, 
observe, it does not ask. Ought there to be a connection between Church and State, or, 
> > 'Should the Ohurch and the State be related 1 It simply assumes the existence of those rela- 
tions, and from this it is plain that those who chose this subject and f^fWed its title took for 
granted the fact that Church and State are related. They took for granted the fundamental 
idea — viz., that it is impossible to say that a Church can exist without relations to a State, 
«rthat a State can exist without relations to a Church, or that which it, so far as its lights 
go, believes to be a Church. A State may be bitterly mistaken in what it takes for a 
"Church, but I never yet have heard of an organised community of meir above that of the 
lowest savages who dared to think themselves without relation to a higher power, or to an 
organised mode of expressing relations to that higher power. So, then, I say, the ques- 
tion before us is not, Should there be any relation and connection between Church And 
State 1 but the only question open to us is, What form and in what way should that relation 
take effect and be given action to 1 It seems to me that it may be quite worth while 
before this great gathering, which, whether formally or not, does locally and by intelli- 
gence represent a vast area of this Church of England, to call attention to a few simple 
principles, which amidst the noise of controversy and the cloud of trouble do sometimes 
become obscured. What is the State? and what is the Church] Each of them is an 
outgrowth of the purpose and will of God for forming human beings through the influences 
of social, national, and spiritual forces, for that higher world to come, where we look 
forward to a nation called the New Jerusalem, and to a Church with God for its Temple. 
I say, then, that State and Church are names for two parallel and concurrent organisa. 
dons, man being devised by God for one and for the other. Just as you must have two 
wings for the bird to rise to heaven, so you must have the organisation with reference to 
time, and the organisation with reference to eternity, to bring the human being up to what 
"God meant him for. As, therefore, the object is the same on different sides, and as tiie 
parent is the same, God the Author of nations, and God the Head of the Church, so 
neither can do its duty towards God above, or towards its members below, without it walks 
hand in hand and heart to heart with the other. I am* not one of those who look upon the 
;State as some alien organisation necessarily antagonistic to the Church. I have read 
history, and I know, alas ! that as man and wife may part, though God has joined them, 
•so also the State may, through mistaken guidance, mistake its duties to the Church, and 
either overlay it or destroy it ; but, for all that, when the State oppresses tiie Church, 
it does something more than oppress the Church; it rebels against its Maker, God. 
So also when the Church forgets that she is in duty to God and to souls bound to work 
with the temporal power for the common goid of all, when she forgets to say to the State, 
"^ We have a common duty to perform to God : our duty to each other is also our duty to 
God ; " if the Church allows itself to unbaptize the State by calling the State the World, 
as if the State had no divine relations, but only temporal and secular, then the Church, too, 
is making her mistake in like manner, and forgetting the charter by which she was 
incorporated. 

Pardon me for falling back thus upon such simple old first prmciples, but let me go 
on to say that this being so, and this being assumed, the question nowadays is not, Shall 
Ohurch and State be connected I—God has foreclosed that — ^but the question is. In 
what form and in what way can this best be given expression tol And here we enter 
upon a mixed ground, partly of principle, partly of expediency— expediency, because 
nations and circumstances vary, and that which may be the best conceivable state of things, 
the best way of carrying out principles in one place and nation, may be the veiy worst for 
carrying out the very same principles in another; therefore, I repeat that, as to ^e mode of 
carrying out that connection, we are on mixed ground, and as English Churchmen, and as 
English citizens, I have to add that the question is farther narrowed very much ibr us> 

2 A 
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inasmuch as -we are members of an liistorical Chnrch, which, for a thousand years, has 
brayed all difficulties of political revolution and of theological oontroyersy, and stands 
still upon its old ground nnoonqnered and undamaged, as illustrated here, with an Earl 
of DcTon and a Bishop of Exeter side by side upon the platform, just as th^ mled side 
by side 800 years ago. So I say again, the question for us as English Churchmen is further 
narrowed by the fact that we are members of an historical Church, which has been a 
witness for God for all these hundreds of years, and, therefore, it may be a question for 
the boldest, brayest, and highest-hearted amongst us whether we might not posmbly be 
pulling stones out of a foundation of something more than human erection if we begin 
rashly to tamper with that which has stood so many battles and so many tempests. We, 
then, are members of an historical establishment, and when we come to consider the 
relations of the Church and the State with a yiew to action, these considerations ought to 
limit our practical endeavours to that large and most important area of political and 
eoplesiastioal work, which consists not in revolution, not in liberation of Ghurdi and 
State, for I do not know how that is ever to be done, but by adaptation and adjustment. 
Nations grow; Churches grow. If they do not grow they die ; and if you were to ask 
me whether I should be willing, looking at things as a theoretical politician, that the 
piedse connection between Church and State should be in 1876 what it was in 1717, 1 
should say no, on first prindples. I should say it could not be in effect the same, identi- 
cally the same Established Church now as it was then. Formal identity 150 yean apart 
is real difference. The State has grown in the last 150 years, and I hope and trust the 
Church has grown as well. Therefore, if both are living organisations, rach has adyanoed 
on the line of its own growth, and unless you adapt and adjust the links between, one and 
the other to meet changed circumstances and wider political arrangements of the State, I say 
the Church is hide-bound and not merely established ; she is suffocated by, and not bene- 
ficially connected with, the State. I desire upon this subject to speak practically ; really, 
therefore, the useful and business-like point for the members of Congress and other ecdesi- 
astical personages to take home with them is the adjustment, the arrangement, the alteratiou 
in detail which the growth of the Church and Stale during the last century have rendered 
imperative. Here we come to ground where honourable and honest men may legitimately 
differ. I hope that up to this point in what I have said I have carried with me the heart and 
conscience of every honest Church of England man. But when you oome to the further pi^nts 
—the adjustment and adaptation— there come in great and legitimate differences. I vronld 
point out one or two things which appear to me to be essential.' The course of history in 
the English State has of late years, for the last half century at least, become more and more 
democratic, and greater force and power have been given to all thought and movement into 
all sections of society. For good or for evil, we are a democracy under the form of a 
monarchy, and with a great and powerful oligarchy working also in the midstb It has 
been said that the Church of England has no listened-to voice. We have heard to-day that 
the Convocations which we thought was her voice are not to be considered so. I had been 
taught to consider that we were bound — ^we of the clergy, that is— by the Canons of our 
own branch of the Churdi, and by one of those Canons some fierce things are said of any 
one who shall deny the Convocation to represent the Church of England. However, if 
for the moment we accept the statement of the reverend gentieman who jureoeded me, 
and admit that the Church of England has no representation, what follows? Why, 
surely the only thing that any of us could say is, that it is high Ume she had, and that 
every loyal member of her body must do all that in him lies that she may have. How- 
ever, even if it be so, I shall not be one of those to press things to a rapid and immediate 
issue. I would rather wait ; and if the State, for a while, in the joung arrogance of the 
democratic movements of the day, will override us for a time, I say our turn will come, 
and I believe our torn will come so<mer, the more we take up the old and somdwhat 
forgotten line with which I began, that the State, though it may say it has not a 
conscience, and though Parliament may tap it is but a congeries of 1^ imaginaU^ 
Creeds and no creeds, yet the State can no more shake off the notion that it has a 
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responsibility to God than you and I can. The more the Chnrch says, *^ Yon may call 
yourself Mahometans, or heathens if yon like, but there is a God above, and we speak 
to yon the truth of God," the less shall we have to fear. I believe that a State so 
addressed by a Church will be very slow to dissolve the connection upon which in the ulti- 
mate it must lean. [Mr. Ashwell was here interrupted by the time-bell, and there was a 
loud and long-continued [demand that he might proceed. The President was, however 
inexorable.] 



Mr. a. Mills, M.P. 

Before I say a syllable myself as an expression of any opinion of my own with reference 
to the subject, I wish to make one remark with reference to the very able and interest- 
ing paper which has been read to U9 by Dr. Phiilimore. My honourable friend. Dr. 
Phillimore, in alluding to the arguments used in reference to the royal supremacy said, 
as I understood him, that those historical precedents which have been often quoted in sup- 
port of the doctrine of the royal supremacy, drawn from the designation given to Hebrew 
monarchs — " the Lord's anointed " — and the titles of German and Boman Emperors, and 
also the practice under the feudal system by which sovereigns were invested with author- 
ity in all things civil and ecclesiastical — I understood him to speitk of those precedents 
as having no application to the case of the sovereigns in constitutional countries, as to 
that of others called " godly princes " those godly princes being at the same time abso- 
lute monarchs. Allow me to make one remark with reference to this argument. It 
strikes me that it would be very dangerous if we were to draw distinctions of this Idnd. 
It would be in an assembly of English people very difficult to draw a distinction between 
godly and ungodly princes. It is, moreover, to be borne in mind that though it is quite 
true that we have in England a limited monarchy— that the sovereign is controlled by 
the action of Parliament, in which Parliament all creeds are represented, it is equally 
true that the caprice of the sovereign is controlled by the action of an intelligent public 
opinion from without^ which is brought to bear in England and in all coui^tries in Europe 
upon the action of constitutional monarchs. Upon this let me remind my friend Dr. 
Phillimore that, when we are drawing these distinctions, we must bear in mind that in 
Austria at the present moment, where not less than 30,000,000 of people belong to the 
Koman Catholic faith, the power of the Emperor controls the power of the Pope, and can 
prevent any Bull or DecretaZ being promulgated in the Austrian Empire. In Eussia the 
holy synod of the Eastern Church is under the control of the Russian Emperor. I am 
not mentioning these facts to express praise or dispraise of the practice, but I say it would 
be inconsistent on our part to contend that the function of the royal supremacy shall 
not be exercised in England by a constitutional monarch, when that function, or a function 
very parallel to it, is exercised by the i^bsolute sovereigns of Continental Europe. I am 
not going to dwell upon this, but there is one point on the main question to which I wish to 
allude, and upon which I hope we are all agreed ; that is, that the main object of a Church 
is to promote and extend spiritual religion, social and personal, the love of Christ which 
passeth all mysteries and all knowledge* The test by which I would try the union of 
Church and State,^and the expediency of continuing it, would be this simple one — Is the 
union calculated to foster or imperil the spiritual religion which ought to be, and is, 
the main object of a Church? If it can be proved that the union of Church and State is 
hostile to, or imperils in any way, the progress and extension of spiritual religion, then I 
say the argument for disestablishment is absolutely irresistible. But then comes the im- 
portant question — ay or no, does this union imperil, or does it not rather foster and 
eherish, that personal religion which is the object of every Church ? My own conviction 
is strong upon this matter. Some of us possibly have a conviction the other way, but 
all I wish to say is this— we can only gather our information from those sources which 
may be open to us as illustrations to guide our judgment. It has been my privi* 
lege twice to visit the United States of America ; far be it from me to say one 
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syllable in disparagement of the godliness of the citizens of the United States of 
America, but if you ask me what would be my judgment with regard to the 
absence of any established religion in America, I should say as to the personal, 
social, commercial, and political morality of America, that its condition does 
not tempt me to give up the ancestral religion of this country — the union of 
Church and State, or to become weary of the Tenerable and precious associations of 
so many hundred years. There is one other point upon which I should like to say one word 
— we have not yet had experience as to what a disestablished Church can do. All I can 
say is, that from the sources of information I have from others who are better acquainted 
with the subject than I am, the financial condition (by far the least important) of the 
diBestabUshed Church of Ireland is not such as greatly to encourage us in the work of 
disestablishment ; but that the fearful (I must use so strong a word) conflicts we hare 
witnessed in reference to doctrine and those things which ar^ the foundations of our 
faith, do iiot encourage us in the path which has been taken with reference to the sister 
country. My friend Dr. Phillimore concluded his interesting paper with a quotation 
firom the writings of one of our most distinguished statesmen, and I will do the same. 
I do not quote from the prime minister or his noyels, but from that earnest, powerfol, 
and devout work written thirty-s^ven years ago by Mr. Gladstone, who said — *'If 
religion be injured by the national establishment of the Church, it must forthwith, and 
at whatever hazard, be disestablished. But, if not, we need be little moved by the 
taunts of those who reproach us as a ' law Church. ' It is a law Church. We rejoice in the 
fact, but how? Just as by the sovereign's proclamation against vice, the morals of tiie 
nation are Crown morals. The law in one case, the Crown in the other, adopts and 
attests the truths of God, and does them homage. For we have found the supposition 
that religion is secularised by contact with the State to be fallacious. We have found 
that the most devoted piety enjoys in the Church a climate not less gemal than else- 
where. We might, perhaps, say more so, that in respect of liberal views, of smaller 
peculiarities, or of discouragement to individual egotism, a national Church has, as 
such, especial advantages for elevating and purifying personal religion ; that she has a 
great and appropriate work, particularly in exercising a partial dominion over the indif- 
ferent and even the ungodly, bringing to bear upon them in favour of the gospel or their 
own happiness a great force of human and secondary motives ; and that from the eom-. 
parative independence of her position she is also peculiarly adapted for the permanent 
conservation of divine truth. If these things be so, we must get rid of that superficial 
impression unfavourable to the nationality of the Church which arises from the first 
view of the very mixed character of her component parts, and must remember that in con- 
taining together the good and the bad she is fulfilling for the time of her dispensation 
the clear intentions of that Lord whose coming she awaits with joy.** I, for one, shall 
obey the wise counsels of Mr. Gladstone. Alarmed, I may say, but certainly warned 
by what appear' to be the consequences of his recent policy, I for one, Qod helping me, 
shall so long as it is possible ding to the old ship which has braved the tempests of a 
thousand years ; so long as there shall wave &om her mast-head a single shred of the 
beloved banner of Church and Queen which has waved over her for now, I think I may 
say, many, many centuries, and which is the sacred symbol of our civil and religious 
liberties. 



The Kbv. Bbrdmorb Compton, M.A., Vicar of All Saints, 
Margaret Street, London. 

Let us look at facts, not terms. We hear of a compact between the Church 
and State of England — ^an alliance— of a union; and eveiy one of these three 
terms professes to express a fact which has never occurred. There never was a 
compact between Church and State, never was an alliance, never was a union. If 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Bev, Berdmore Gompixm. 373 

yon tnra to the only antlioritative statement ever made by the Chnrch in England 
on the relations of Church and State, viz., the Acts of the Convocation of 1606, 
commonly called the Convocation Booh of Bishop Overall, you will see distinctly 
condemned the basis of all such theories, viz., that the power to make such compact, 
alliance, or union was ever given to men. 

In the conception of Archbishop Bancroft, who drew up this authoritative docu- 
ment, as in the mind of Hooker, who adopts the same idea (in his eighth book), 
this realm of England consists of " a State ecclesiastical and civil." A State— not two 
States — consisting of all Englishmen, not resting upon any compact of man's inven- 
tion, but a prolongation of the divinely-ordained system of the Jewish polity — a faint 
attempt at the polity of the kingdom of heaven hereafter. Not a union of two 
corporations, but a single body of men bound together by two different sets of bonds. 
But is this model possible in the Church of the new dispensation ? Under the con- 
stitution inaugurated by angels at Mount Sinai, the State of Israel was termed a State 
of priests and kings (Exod. xix. 6). It had two chief features, viz., ecclesiastical and 
civil. But is it the will of God that the branch of the Catholic Church, existing and 
militant in each Christian country, should be thus organised as a department of a 
State, civil and ecclesiastical ? 

One gigantic practical difEiculty meets you at the very outset, inseparable from 
the Catholicity of the Catholic Church. The two departments are not conterminous. 
The Church in England is not' a mere national Church, as was the^Church in the 
kingdom of Israel. It is a branch of a world-wide body, aye, extending beyond this 
world to the Paradise of God. It has laws and principles extending far beyond the 
limits of the jurisdiction of Parliament. 

** Elect from every nation, 
Yet one through all the earth," 

every branch of that elect body is supemcUional, as it is supernatural. 

Identity, nay, permanent co-operation, is impossible between two systems, one of 
which does not recognise the fundamental principles of the other. 

A second grand difficulty against this ideal, is that of toleration. The Jewish 
polity abominated toleration. When the civil power once sanctions, under the 
name of dissent, spiritual rebellion against the Catholic Church, the unity of the two 
departments is destroyed. 

Thirdly, the unity never did subsist in practice since the breaking up of the ideal 
of a Catholic civil power in the breaking up of the Roman Empire. 

The ambitious encroachments of Eoman Pontiffa on one side, and of such 
"mixtos personce/" as William the Conqueror, Henry VIII., and Queen Elizabeth 
on the other, never have permitted the concord of the two departments as sides of 
one united body. 

Lastly, such a system was maintained with the utmost difficulty even in the Jewish 
polity. The interference of Moses with the province of Aaron, of Hezekiah and 
Josiahwith the high priests of their day, was no doubt justifiable and right^but it was 
in the nature of the act of Phinehas son of Eleazar the priest, in principle extra vires 
and revolutionary, justifiable only on an exceptional emergency.* And all extra-legal, 
unconstitutional, revolutionary action may and ought to be resisted when wrong. The 
decision of its being right or wrong rests simply with the private judgment of every one 
who deals with it. But in our day, when the like revolutionary encroachment of the 

* Even the authoritative documents on the civil aide claim for the crown an extra- 
ordinary, rather than an ordinary, right of interference with the Acts of Spiritual 
Courts. See Mr. Gladstone's ** Historical Remarks on the Royal Supremacy, -' p. 82. 
(Edit. 1865). 
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cItU upon the ecclesiastical side of the State is habitual, when we have direct conflict 
lieiween them (as is the case of the marriage law), when all forms of religious error 
are recognised by the civil power with more than toleration, when the old historical 
relations of the two departments are come to a dead lock, what is to be done ? 
There is an alternative between two solutions. The first is very plausible in theory, 
far the easiest and pleasantest, because it is the solution of the natural man. 

Go right against all precedent of history ! right agunst the ordinance of Gh>d, the 
Catholicity of the Catholic Church. It is tupematural, therefore away with it as 
unsuitable to the natural man ! It is 9upematio7ial, therefore away with it as unsuit- 
nble to the national system ! Make a new thing, and call it the National Church. 
Plape it under the Sovereign as Pontifex Kaximus. Make it exactly conterminous 
with the nation, give it a latitude, an absence of definiteness, which will give 
room nnder its shadow for every possible idea of spiritual truth or false- 
hood which any Snglishman can construct for himself! Then, indeed, you may 
have your State ecclesiastical and civil. Then, indeed, you will have the bea^ ideal 
of a great number of our ecclesiastical politicians. But if you believe that there is 
such a supernatural and supernational body as the holy Catholic Church, militant 
and in paradise, with its immovable fence of dogma, with its invariable principles 
of constitution, from which you dare not cut off the spiritualty of England, you 
must face the other alternative. The present position of the ecclesiastical side of 
tiie State being unmaintainable, the theory of Bancroft and Hooker having proved 
a failiire, the relations of Church and State remain in utter confusion. Is this anoma- 
lous state of things capable of being patched up ? Can the Church of Christ go on 
allowing herself to be confounded in the disgraces of the civil power, or ia it to be 
disentangled from it ? I believe the change is very far from being ripe, thongli it may 
1)0 near. Let us stick to the unseaworthy ship as long as we can ; let us not pre- 
cipitate the awful scene of the foundering of the establishment I 

For two chief reasons let us do this — (i) The freedom we claim for the spiritual 
lK>dy will not be conceded to so powerful an institution as the Catholic Church in 
England, even when disestablished and plundered. (2) The civil State (which 
after all consisU of ourselves), will be in woful plight before the majesty of 
the King of kings. But if the gallant vessel is to be patched up and kept 
afloat for a time (and everything we can do is but for a time ! — the Lord may 
come before the time has elapsed), the officers will be wise not to irritate those 
of her crew who do some of the most difficult and dangerous work of the ship. 
It will not be wise to put them under arrest at the bidding of those whose 
artillery has made the widest rents in^ the framework of the ship, not wise to 
confine them below for the offence of using their private judgment on the revoln- 
tionary aggressions of the civil power. If this unwise course be taken, the founder- 
ing is close at hand. 



DISCUSSION. 
Abchdeacon Reichsl. 



I HAVE listened with the greatest interest to the discussion which has taken place 
this afternoon. The papers read, and the papers not read but spoken, have been 
distinguished by singular ability, more especially the last I have listened in the 
hope of getting some light upon the most difficult of all subjects that I know any- 
thing abont^ the relation between the Church and the State. Not long since I read 
Mr. Gladstone's book on the subject, which I suppose, from its being no longer 
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issaed, Mr. Gladstone has retraeted ; but it did not seem to me to convey any satis- 
lactory solution of this difficulty — the difficulty which, as Mr. Gompton says most 
justly, has always been felt, and which crops out in eyery way. In the v.ery fi^t 
instance, as soon as the State became the patron of the Church, the State began to 
interfere with the doctrines of the Church, and the decisions of the great councils* 
Those councils, which we profess to venerate, were not made, and could not be made 
or accepted in the Eoman Empire without the sanction of that which a great coun^l 
calls the divine head — meaning, not Jesus Christ, but the Emperor who reigned at 
Constantinople. That is the title given to him in the DefinUio Pidei in the Council 
of Chalcedon. A reaction took place in the Middle Ages, which culminated in the 
time of Boniface YIII. to* put the Church in the person of the Pope above all human 
Authority, and which expressed itself in the words that it is *^ absolutely necessary 
to salvation for every human being to be subject to the Roman Pontiff." Those are. 
his own words. Ever since that time there has been the same antagonism, and I feel 
that this antagonism, so far as policy is concerned, has met with no possible reconcili- 
ation. There are no local terms on i^hich Church and State can ac^ ust their respective 
pretensions to obedience. I feel, therefore, that it is probably the part of wisdom to 
do exactly as Mr. Compton has suggested— not to meddle rashly with an ancient edifice 
although parts of it may be unsatisfactory — but to allow time to settle by Its own 
wonderful logic those things which the intelligence of no single individual or age 
can possibly settle. Having said this much upon the general question, I would, as 
being possibly the only representative of the Church of Ireland present, say a word 
in answer to what was said by one of our able speakers to-day, Mr. Mills, of the 
eviU that he supposes would ensue supposing the Church of England to be dis- 
established, and of which he sees a fearful example in what is taking place in the 
Church of Ireland. Things often look worse when we are most distant from them. 
I recollect in the year 1848, when the Irish rebellion was supposed to be on the 
point of breaking out, I returned to Ireland from Holyhead with Lord Hardinge, 
who was going over to quell this rebellion by militaiy force. I recollect well, from 
the accounts in the '* Times*' and other papers I saw from day to day, and read with 
great curiosity and anxiety, I fully expected that at Kingstown I should be ques- 
tioned by policemen as to who I was, and whether I was a proper person to come 
back into the country ; but I found to my astonishment the quay deserted by police- 
men except such as were necessary to guard the luggage*; and there was not a single 
soldier. The distance had lent *' enchantment to the view" in the inverse sense of 
the term. It is just so with regard to things in the Charch of Ireland at present. 
Those persons who have taken part in the synod and conventions of the Irish Church 
as I have f^om the beginning, know that these things are very frequently represented 
in quite a different aspect, even by the most faithful reporting, from that in which 
they present themselves to the mind, hearing, and so forth, of one who is actually 
on the spot. More especially is that the case when this reporting is to be made for 
the information of those at a distance, because, then, only those things are culled 
•which it is supposed will amuse, excite, or interest the popular mind at a distance, 
xind those things which most amuse, excite, and interest^ are not the wisest things 
that are said, but, generally speaking, the rashest and most violent ;. but you will 
form a very erroneous conception of the general tone and spirit of things in Ireland 
were yon to judge of what is taking place by the tone of the speeches of some of the 
more violent members of the synod. If you wish to get a really correct idea of what^ 
is going on, I would refer you, not to any newspaper report, however fair, not to any 
special correspondent's letter, however candid, but rather to those things actually 
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done by the Irish Ghareh. When we want to know what spirit Parliament is of 
I believe we generally go to the Acta which it passes ; and just in the same kind of 
way, if you want to know what the spirit of the Irish Church is, I beg to refer you 
to the Acts which it has passed, and I think I can challenge any one in this assembly 
to say whether those Acts have been reyolationary or not. Not a single article of 
faith has been unsettled ; not a single particle of the creeds has been disturbed, nor 
a point of doctrine altered from the beginning until this time. 



The Rev. Dr. Alfred T. Lee. 

I WISH to make a few practical remarks upon the extreme importance of thia subject to 
every Churchman at the present time. In the very able papers and speeches that have 
been already read and made, we have had a great deal of history, and a great deal of 
theory. I think at the present time it is our duty to look especially to practice. At 
the time I am now speaking, there is an attack made upon the relations between Church 
and State, and it is important that we should know that these relations of Church and 
State reach to every part of our life, social, national, and religious, and it is our duty to 
consider how best we are to maintain that which haa been for so many centuries a chief 
cause of the growth of spiritual life among us. It is not because I look to establS^hment 
merely for preserving so much Church property and so much dignity ; it is beeause I 
look upon the present relationship between Church and State as the means by which » 
great part of the spiritual work of past centuries has been accomplished, and by meana 
of which it can be accomplished in generations to come. For if in any way the relations, 
are becoming intolerable, is it not because Churchmen have not spoken out,-Tbecau8e 
they have been content to go on from day to day, and allow those who wish to destroy 
the Church to organise, whilst they themselves have been apathetic ? If Churchmen will 
come forth in their might and make their wants known, then the words of Mr. Gladstone 
will come true, that if Churchmen will only make up their minds what they want, the 
State must give it them. At the present day, it is the absolute duty of every Churchman. 
to make himself acquainted with the past history and present state of the Church, not 
to believe just what his Church newspaper tells him, but to examine the question for 
himself, and then to do his utmost to teach it to others. There is a great propaganda 
going on in the nation, endeavouring to give a false notion of the relations between 
Church and State ; and it seems to me that it is the duty both of clergy and of laity to 
teaoh the truth. This is no Erastian principle. I fully believe in the Divine authority 
ci the Church, in its Divine origin and apostolic ministry, but I believe we can best 
preserve them to the English people by the union of Church and State, and thai tiiese 
persona mixta, to which a preceding speaker referred are people to whom the Church 
and people of England owe a great debt of gratitude. To them we owe much of our 
civU and religious liberty, and the endowments we possess. Do let us remember that 
they have handed down to us a constitution in Church and State, which hath made the 
little Church of England, as once she was, under our present constitution one of the 
grandest Churches on the face of the earth. Do not let us throw away opportunities 
which God hath given us because there is a little difficulty in working the old machine. 
We have great energy in many points, but we want more organisation. We want means 
provided by which Churchmen may know what is going on upon this question. Each 
one is tempted to take his own particular view without looking at the question as a 
whole. Some people looked upon the State as an undean thing, and the Ghureh as a 
purely spiritual body, whereas we roust remember that both are created by .God ; the 
powers that be are ordained by God ; and it has pleased God to work by means of the 
union of Church and State some of the greatest spiritual results in the history of the 
world. Another point to which I wish to refer is this>-a very unfortunate ovy haa 
gone forth that ** disestablishment must come." I do not believe that disestablishment 
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in England will ever oome, if Ohnrchmen are true to themselves. There is one thing 
required to prevent it ever coming, and that is, to wake up English Churchmen to a sense 
of their dutj in this matter. We find this in our work in connection with the Ohurch 
Defence Institution. When we go down to a locality and bring before the people 
the true history of the Ohurch, when we show to them that the Church of England did 
not begin at the Reformation or with St. Augustine, but that she is the old Catholic 
Apostolic Church of the land, then we find that the heai^s of Englishmen respond, 
and they join in wishing to defend' her ; and if we can sufficiently awake the country 
to a knowledge of these facts, there is no one outside the Church who can touch the old 
National Church of England. There is another thing to which I wish especially to draw 
the attention of the Congress — ^many people seem to think that we shall have more 
spiritual freedom with disestablishment than without it. I totally deny that. If through 
the inertness or apathy of Churchmen that time should ever come, we shall have less 
spiritual freedom in the Church of England than was before. Time wiU not permit me to 
give you my reasons for saying that, but I can only tell you that, after careful considera- 
tion, thai is my deliberate opinion. In cenolusion, I would most earnestly ask Church- 
men of all shades of opinion to study this vital question most carefully and thought- 
fully. It is now the primary dtity of those in authority to teach the people the truth 
with regard to it, and not to talk of the separation of Church and State because a Bishop 
is appointed whom they do not like, or a judgment given by the Privy Council which 
they do not approve of. Let us remember that the union is one under which we have 
grown to the present state of glory which the Church of England has attained to, and 
that our national life, our social life^ our spiritual life, our Church life, depend in a 
manner people little think of on the continued union of Church and State. As for the 
future, let the Church organise thoroughly and defeat its opponents, and then go to the 
State and demand its right and just freedom. 



Mr. Dickinson. 



It ip a great reHef to me» in- this impcn-tant debate, which has been so well sustained by 
every speaker who has addressed you, to feel that there is no one who has spoken who seems 
to have contemplated any large disruption between Church and State — I should have said 
''in the union between Church and State/' but Mr. Compton. We have to deal with 
the adjustments between them. We have to see whether in the time before us those 
adjustments may answer. As to the time that is past, I quite agree with one of the 
speakers, that Church and State never have gone on well together. The State has frequently 
tyranniited over the Church, and the Church has got into a state of disorder, but still they 
have gone on. The Church has worked for Christ and done His work, and still we may 
hope that things may go on well, and that the Church may improve from the state of things 
in which it finds its«|f now. One thing seems to be called for both in Ohurch and State 
to keep things in their proper order, that is moderation. If the State deals with the Ohurc h 
in a moderate manner, and if the Ohurch deals with the State in that moderate manner 
which has been so conspicuous in the debates ^ere — if that same kindliness animates those 
who have influence iu Ohurch and State, then, indeed, we shall do better than we have 
done hitherto. Is there any method by which that can have its proper play? Can the 
organisation be devised by which the power of the Church, by which the meaning and will 
of the Church can be expressed in such a way as not to oppose the Legislature 1 One of the 
speakers who preceded me said that Convocation did not represent the Ohurch. I entirely 
agree with him Mr. Bardsley was quite right in throwing aside all the nonsense of the 
136th QkBxm, which I have not time to explain. We have no representation of the luty. 
What We want is some assembly where bishops, clergy, and laity can meet together and 
represent the oombtned view of the Ohurch — combined view, I^say/ because it most not be 
an assembly' where bishops can *Uord it " over us all ,* nor yet where the cleigy can deal 
with us as the Presbyterians did in former tnnes ; nor where the laymen con tyrannise over 
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the clergy. It must be an assembly where it is agreed tiliat no resolution can be passed 
which has not the assent of all three orders. If the decisions of such an assembly are 
characterised by moderation, they will deal first with those things of primary importance 
as to which there is no doubt ; they will deal, with questions as. to \fhich Parliament will 
be willing to give assent to the Toice of the Church when that voice is declared. Suppoang 
one party proceeded to obtrude on the other, Parliament would say '^ No ; '^ and, aupposing 
we had dissensions among us, Parliament would x>ause. Archdeacon EeicheV is quite 
right in telling you that the state of the Church of Ireland and its assemblies has been 
made more of than it deserres. Although some ill-considered things were said, those who 
have watched the progress of events carefully will acknowledge that the sound decii&ons 
and the views obtaining now are far better than those which were proposed at first. It is 
true of that assembly that where reasonable and religious men meet together^ though there 
are strong differences of opinion at first, that wUl aU calm down in time, and those influences 
which come from above will tend to make the decisions milder and more salutary than tiiey 
ware fu first. We have heard how much has been done in the province of South Africa to 
promote and improve the state of religion there. In America the assembly, such as that 
which I propose, has been found the means whereby the Church has gained a great amount 
of strength and power. Let us, then, ask those in authority to give us that institution here, 
80 as to enable the mind of the Church to be ascertained and shown by its proper repre- 
sentatives in the same manner as it is shown there ; and the effect will be most useful, the 
power of that assembly will.be great, and that adjustment which we have all been looking 
for and desire so much will be found to be effected amongst us. 
The proceedings terminated in the usual manner. 



FRIDAY EVENING, ^th OCTOBER. 



The Right Rbv. the President took the Chair at 7 o'clock. 

CHURCH BELLS, AND HOW TO USE THEM. 

PAPER. 

Rev. Woolmorb Wigram, M.A., Rector of St. Andrew's, 
Hertford. 

I have undertaken to consider the band of ringers as a branch of the 
organisation of a parish. I will commence by vindicating its claun to 
such a position, in doing which I have to lay before ybu personal 
experience, gained originally in a country parish containing a popula- 
tion of 620 ; poor, exclusively agricultural, at a distance from both high- 
roads and railways ; in short, an out-of-the-world district ; on the Em*, 
or unfashionable side of Herts ; where in the fourteen parishes of the 
rural deanery we had only one resident landowner. 

The results attained were, from a ringer's point of view, very small; 
the band was repeatedly broken up, as men left the parish for London 
and higher wages; but other work was done. At one time we pr|u>* 
tised tune-ringing ; and. then besides the week-day practice, the youths 
used to assemble every Sunday, between afternoon service, and their 
teartime, on my premises, to ring sacred music on the hand-bells : and 
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on a Whit-Monday, the annual feast of two clubs (a saturnalia whicli I 
need not describe), I have known the ringers, entirely uninvited, with- 
draw from the village street and its row, of their own accord, to take 
their seats on my lawn with the hand-bells. Latterly, I have aban- 
doned tune-ringing for changes ; but at all times the bells have retained 
around me a certain number of the men of the parish, open to any 
influence which I might be able to exert ; and in a parish where I have 
heard the proverb quoted, "Singers and ringers are little home- 
bringers " (and we know what it means if a man cannot walk home 
with his wages), in a neighbourhood where hand-beUs are constantly 
provided as one of the attractions of the public-house, I have had the 
satisfaction of presenting the ringers, along with the other church 
helpers, to the bishop, who had that day admitted two of the band to 
the holy rite of confirmation, I was removed in July last to a town 
parish j and at once eight or ten of the young men of the place have 
gathered around me to form the nucleus of a ringing society, 

I remark, secondly, the care bestowed on the ringing is, ordinarily, 
the measure of the carQ bestowed on the church towers. When I was 
a boy, the Church towers around Rugby were my places of annual resort 
for birds' nests : and really they appeared to be given over to the jack- 
daws, owls, and starlings. At this day, speaking generally, the towers 
have been overlooked in the great church revival of recent years, so 
that there are still in. every county many in a state of dirt which would 
not be tolerated in a gentleman's stable ; and which is positively dis- 
grace0il. Now, really to sweep each floor clean, to shut out birds 
wth wire-netting, to plaster rough rubble work, to colour plain walls 
with good distemper, to mend broken doors, steps, or benches, such 
repairs and such like cost but shillings, and would render most 
church towers decent, clean, and fitting. But experience proves that 
unless the leading churchmen of a parish will use the bells, the towers 
will remain un visited ; and the existing neglect must be expected to 
continue. Out of sight out of mind. 

I remark, thirdly, on the place which church bells hold in all the 
associations of our social, domestic, and religious life. I really need 
not repeat the proverbs, songs, and familiar passages from great authors, 
from Shakespeare downwards, which illustrate this remark. I ask, is 
there not, then, a place for the men who handle these bells ? Is it not 
rather a matter of astonishment that ringing should be left, as is the 
<^ase so generally, to anybody, without the shghtest care or kindly 
influence ; and that public opinion on the subject should be so very 
apathetic % Some thirty -five years ago, if a clergymen busied himself 
with his choir it was considered a strange fancy, and one of the new- 
fangled innovations ; now many people consider time and energy but 
ill bestowed on the belfry. 

I contend that the ringers have a right to be considered a part of the 
organisation of a parish, on the grounds that in forming a band you 
are providing an opening for influence over men whom you will not 
easily reach in any other way ; you are forming a link of sympathy 
between yourself and others ; you are laying hold in the service of the 
church of one of the tastes of the day, that for athletics ; you are pro-> 
viding a rational amusement most available in the long winter evenings ; 
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you are encouraging that which will lead to the more reverent care of 
a portion of the house of God, riz., the towers of the church. 

The means to he employed. — There eidst very ancient ringing societies 
in London and other cities, also many local companies in places where 
ringing has been practised for generations. They are little known, but 
these are the men who have preserved change-ringing for us, by their 
dogged energy and unyielding perseverance. To them it has been their 
scientific amusement, and they have been as a rule unnoticed and unas- 
sisted. We all have learned and still have much to learn from such 
men ; therefore the very least we can do is to express our sense of what 
is owing to them, and to thank them for standing by the art so loyally 
when it was neglected so generally. 

I refer now to an ordinary parish, one outside the influence of any of 
these old-established societies. In order to find a good band of ringers 
in such a parish : — 

1. Learn from books what change-ringing means : there are at least 
three books suitable for beginners. 

2. Put aside the prevalent notion that a good musical ear is necessaiy. 
It is a great assistance, but by no means indispensable. 

3. Look round for men who are most likely to remain in the parish ; 
keep men and boys apart ; let your band be tru6 Churchmen if possibje^ 
but I should enrol a dissenter or a non-worshipper, because as parish 
priest I want to get a hold on as many as possible. 

4. Remember that bell-ringing has two distinct aspects ; it is a branch 
of church work, and it is a scientific amusement. Recognise both, but 
employ the second to promote the first. 

The thing to be desired is a respectable society recognised by the 
parish and by the corporation in a borough, which shall supply ringers 
when needed and where desired; receive all money, and dispose of it 
according to known rules. 

5. In my opinion it matters little whether the ropes come down to 
the floor of the church or not. If I cannot keep proper order upstairs 
I doubt if I shall succeed downstairs j and personally I prefer that the 
ringing should have a room of its own, for the same reason that I pre- 
fer training the choir elsewhere than in the chancel. But architects 
and all who have charge of towers, pray remember that bells ought to 
be rung, and that it is therefore necessary that the ropes hang down 
around a circle. Also that bells are, in a mechanical sense, pendulums 
swung through the entire circle ; and that to hang such a pendulum 
requires especial knowledge, and that the job must not be intrusted to 
an ordinary builder ; employ a regular church bell-hanger. But even 
bell-hangers will be guilty of the common fault of considering no 
man's work except their own, and will cut and carve at the tower walls 
shamefully. 

Difficulties, — ^The old ringers. There will probably be in the parish 
a party of men, self-appointed, able to ring a called peal {i,e., to do just 
that which the conductor tells them and no more), but in possession of the 
belfry. There are instances in which they find ringing such hard work 
that they feel obliged to smoke and drink in the tower, and at times 
even among ringers there are black sheep, men of really bad character. 
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Eingers of this stamp ring when there is money to be got ; if tiiere be 
not enough of them, they make up a scratch crew ; ring their best, such 
as it is, and divide what is given. Such ringers are very apt to be 
jealous of new hands, and yet more apptehensive lest they should lose 
their fees. Still there they are, and you must deal with them. 

The straightest road is the best. See. these men one by one, say to 
them plainly, ** We mean to learn change-ringing ; these are our rules, 
will you join us ] " If necessary you must add, " I will not allow either 
beer, tobacco, or bad language in the belfry ; join us on these terms, and 
you ^hall be welcome ; refuse, and we must put up with the loss." 

The high probability is, that not one of the old hands will join you ; 
to learn change-ringing is too much \ they are in a rut out of which they 
will not rise. At times there will be men whom you will be very 
fiorry to lose — at times the contrary. But in a ringer's point of view 
you will have nothing to regret ; the call-peal ringer contracts habits 
destructive of change-ringing, and it will cost more trouble to break 
him of these than to teach a new man from the beginning. Adhere to 
the simple invitation, *' join us and you are welcome." You disarm all 
reasonable opposition, and with that which is unreasonable you must 
deal according to the circumstances of the case. 

You may have to say to the old hands, " Eing your way and take 
all the money you can get." And to your own men, " I will guarantee 
you the same sum apiece which they earn ; " and in this way you meet 
the difficulty of money. But take care that no man ring with bodi 
companies. The call-peal men seldom ring much before the end of 
November, nor much after they have spent their Christmas-box ; so if 
a new company begin work in January they will have time under 
them in which to make a position for themselves. 

Bvles, — You need very few ; but let those which you have be each 
the expression of some principle to which you can appeal, as distin- 
guished from a rule which can be altered by the same authority as 
made it. Have a distinct understanding on money matters ; on hours 
of practice; punctuality; a register of attendance; and the number 
of absences which shall involve dismissal. Men should be admitted as 
probationers for a month or two ; then, by ballot, as full members : 
and let each on his formal election receive a certificate of membership 
mounted and varnished or framed, so that it may be hung on a cottage 
wall 

Money-matters, — If work be done to my orders and at my time, I 
must expect to pay for it ; and if I do pay, reason good that it be done 
in my way. But if men unite to ring for our common amusement, 
why are tJiey to be paid for their pleasure! Still practically your 
hobby always costs money, and if any men agree to give up Christ- 
mas-boxes or the like, you wiU be obliged to make the loss good in 
£ome way. K you would form a band, quite according to your 
own notions, out of men who live by wages, you will find it 
almost necessary that they should earn something by their work. 
Now Christmas-boxes or any canvass for presents at any time of the 
year produce much evil If possible get honorary members to sub- 
scribe to the society ; let there be a treasurer, and let all money of 
■every kind pass through his hands. Let there be a common fund 
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entitled the bell box, and let this take one share at every distribntioii 
of cash. Out of the box the treasurer will meet all expenses, such as an 
annual dinner or ringing excursion. Let all fees for ringing be appor- 
tioned thus : first, pay any expenses ; then divide the balance into 
portions equal to each other in amount ; and in number, two more 
than double the number of men who rang, ».«., 18 portions if 8 men 
rang. Let them take thus, viz. : Any man who is clearly a learner and 
inferior to the others as a ringer, one portion. Any man who rang once 
only, itf., either morning or evening, while others rang twice or oftener, 
one portion. The others, and the bell box, two portions apiece. Let 
any man who chooses return his share, or any portion of it, to the box, 
which had better be a literal box with a slit in the top of it; but 
let each man be absolutely frea in this respect Let any man who 
forfeits wages in order to ring be paid ; and if you go out for a day's 
ringing, pay the men for their time. But, in all cases, pay all at one 
uniform rate, to be agreed upon and embodied in a rule. All do the 
same work in the belfry. 

Fines make bad bloody and in many ways do more harm than 
good. 

Prize-ringing is a competition for money between different companies. 
Surely such a competition needs an apology on the first mention of it. 
Is the church a proper place, and a portion of the church fittings the 
proper implement, for a competition for money 1 If Hogarth in the 
middle of the last century could paint gambling in the churchyard on 
a Sunday as a characteristic of the idle apprentice, shall we now 
encourage men to meet at the church gate to contend for money with- 
in the very w^ of the sacred building ? As a matter of experience, 
what happens with any sport or amusement when you bring in money % 
What would become of any cricket club, or boat club, if your matches 
were for money ? In the long run, can you find men to produce money 
for prizes without being repaid in some way I At a prize-ringing, 
there is no gate-money to be taken, and no tickets to be sold ; there is 
only trade to b^ driven with thdse who assemble. This kind of trade 
leads us direct to that ubiquitous personage, "the enthusiastic pub- 
lican." Are we to accept his patronage % The statement that ringers 
need this encouragement would be insulting if it were not so super- 
abundantly refuted by facts as to be absurd. There is pne small 
district, and only one in all England, where change-ringers take part in 
prize-ringing. At one such meeting, sanctioned by the clergy, and, I 
believe, the gentry of the parish, l£ere met fourteen bands of eight ; 
they rang for thirty consecutive hours. With these 112 ringers came 
any persons who chose, and any persons who liked to make the meet- 
ing an excuse for coming together. Is it possible to exercise any 
control over such gatherings ? Is it possible for them to go on without 
gross abuses attending on them % But apart from the fact that abuses 
are practically inevitable, apart from the fact, proved by abundant 
experience, that prize-ringing does nothing to promote change-ringing, 
and that it has its hold almost exclusively among mere caU-peal 
ringers (men who know nothing of true ringing), I do contend that to 
bring in money as the object of your meeting is to expose ringing to a 
danger which no other pursuit has ever been able to bear; to gather 
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men to the church to contend for money in the use of the church 
bells is an incongruity so very gross as to amount to irreverence ; and 
to dangle money, money, money, before men's eyes as their one object 
is an act which will infallibly deteriorate their tone of mind and 
character. 

SuTiday Ringing. — The sexton, or other person responsible for the 
bells before service, must be paid, because such ringing is done to 
order. Men ordinarily cannot be expected to meet regularly to chime ; 
the work is too monotonous and uninteresting. Hence the great value 
of chiming hammers. But as the highest and most distinctly proper 
use of church bells is to summon the worshippers, and to do honour 
to holy times and services, it is most natural to ask, cannot the bells 
be rung for these purposes 1 Yet it is indisputable that there is a great 
deal of Sunday ringing, which has just the same connection with the 
day, the church, and the services, that Tenterden steeple had with the 
Goodwin Sands, and no more. Men who have command of their 
evenings meet on Sunday to ring because it is their idle day. They 
may attend service or they may not ; but they get together into the 
belfry, sometimes in the morning, but generally in the afternoon, 
because tliey have nothing else to do. Such ringing is not church 
work, and it is not an amusement which I can sanction. But if you 
have a party of habitual worshippers who meet in the tower to ring 
before church, take their places among the congregation, and, service 
ended, dismiss the congregation with a joyous peal ; such ringing is to 
the parish at large that which the voluntaries on the organ are within 
the sacred walls. The indispensable points are these : to connect the 
ringing with a service; to keep it subordinate to that service; to 
prevent the belfry from being the lounging-place of those who do not 
attend church ; and to prevent the Sunday ringing from degenerating 
into mere Sunday amusement. 

At Furneaux Pelham I had these rules : No idlers in the belfry. 
King only that which you know well. Let all who ring attend service. 
But as I looked around the church to be sure of my men (and once 
only did I miss one, and his absence was explained), I used to notice 
frequently that a chorister who had been ringing would not come up 
into the bhancel, but sat in the aisle exactly as they did on a week 
day when in working clothes. It is my belief that men who felt hot 
and a little disarranged, thought that they were not sufficiently tidy 
for the chancel. 

On the whole I consider that Sunday ringing must be confined to a 
fev parishes, and those exceptional, because the difficulties which 
surrdund the practice are very numerous ; and, especially in the neigh- 
bourhood of towns, very formidable. 

The occasions proper for ringing. — Let the bells be rung on any 
occasion when there is a service in the church ; or when service might 
be held without impropriety. But if the occasion be one such that it 
would be irreverent to open the church for service, then it will be 
improper to open the church tower for ringing. 
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Mr. 0. A. W. Troytb. 

My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen^— I approach the subject on 
which I have been asked to read you a short paper with considerable 
diffidence. I know by sad experience how utterly uninteresting my 
subject is to a large majority of all classes in this county. Whether 
we look upon ringing as a service performed for Grod and His church, 
as an intellectual, or as an athletic amusement, we ringers, as a rule, 
find ourselves looked upofi as a sort of harmless monomaniacs ; and I 
fear not always even harmless. 

Few indeed, who are not ringers themselves, can understand the 
great and never-ending charm which bell-ringing has for the generality 
of those who practise it. Even common round ringers, who know 
nothing of the intricate methods and careful manual training which 
change-ringers practise, are, curiously enough you will doubtless think, 
devoted to the practice of swinging to and fro with a rope those 
masses of metal which we call bells. Much more so is the change- 
ringer and especially the conductor. 

There are few of the qualities God has given to man which are not 
exercised and improved by the practice of his art. Patience in learning 
and teaching ; sharpness of eye and ear in practising ; strength of musde^ 
and slcill and judgment to apply that strength, so that the exact amount 
may be used — ^not one ounce too much or too little — ^for many thousand 
strokes of his bell. ^ For those who ring long peals, presence of nmd, 
endwrance, and memory, and a power of concentrating the attention on one 
subject for long periods, which one would believe impossible if one did 
not know what could be done by constant practice. 

It is, I imagine, the wielding of these masses of metal, and making 
them by most simple mechanism to send forth in time and tune, over 
many miles of town or country, the music so dear and so touching to 
many an English ear, and the knowing that to do this, one is exercis- 
ing, as I have said, so many of the good qualities that God has given 
us, which makes us devotees to our beautiful art 

I have said that ringers and ringing are as a rule looked down upon, 
and also that the sound of bells is dear to many an English ear. These 
statements appear to contradict one another, but they are both true ; 
and it is an extraordinary thing that in many parishes where, from the 
parson and most influential inhabitants down to the school children, 
every one is proud of the bells, and loves to hear them, few but (the 
ringers themselves care what goes on in the steeple, or know anything 
about the ringing, the state of the bells, or the character of those 
who perform upon them. 

Happily for the honour of Grod's house, the credit of the cleigy, and 
of the Established Church itself, this state of things is altering for the 
better; and more general interest is taken in the bells and in the 
ringers than used to be. It is no longer allowed as a rule that the 
ringers should be the roughs of the parish, and that, as such, they 
^hoidd be banished to a dirty loft in the tower, there to drink and 
smoke as they please ; though unfortunately this state of things has 
not altogether vanished. 
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I have been requested to-night, however, to bring forward as best I 
«an the merits of change-ringing as an amusement, in which any man 
of ordinary intellect and physical strength may take part, for its own 
4sake. If I also claim for it a higher place as a part of church worl^ I 
kope I may be forgiven. 

Many of my hearers are doubtless not aware of the gulf which 
4separates what is called ordinary round ringing, and what^ we call 
<hange-imi^g. You have heard, or will hear, an exposition of some 
of the various methods by which change-ringing is produced. The 
learning of these is a matter of impossibility to some men ; others go 
only a very short way in the art, and, of course, others attain a greater 
or less proficiency. Any man, however dull his intellect, can learn to 
do what is called round ringing. There is no head or brain work 
connected with it from begiuning to end ; and I should be very sorry 
to think that a man who could turn a mangle could not be taught to 
ring a belL The mechanical action of simply ringing a bell can be 
taught in a i&w hours, and the simple process of what is called raising 
and lowering bells in peal, and ringing set changes, could, I firmly 
believe, be taught to monkeys. Few men of ordinary intellect, I feel 
8ure, could be got to practise these tolmy extent ; and it is because of 
the utter dreariness and dulness of the work that we so often find 
that round ringers are a " bad lot,'* that with them bells get out of 
order, and the steeple becomes a dirty loft, degrading to those who use 
it, and a disgrace to the church to which it belongs. 

There are few parishes which do not possess a sufficient number of 
respectable and intelligent young men to ring the bells in the proper 
way, and to put them to their proper and full use by practising change- 
ringing upon them. In all towns this must be the case ; there can be 
no town of any size in which a party of ten or twelve young men could 
not be got together for the purpose of practising the art if only some 
influential person would take the matter in hand; for, difficult as it is, 
^nd much practice as it requires, it is an exercise which may be learnt 
by almost any one who will attempt it 

I may say, I trust, without being charged with egotism, that I have 
•enjoyed and been proficient in many sports and -pastimes. I am at least 
■a keen sportsman, and, for the encouragement of would-be change- 
ringers, I may say that some of my happiest and most exciting moments 
have been in the church tower« The excitement lest a crab should be 
caught in a boat race, a catch sent at the end of a cricket match, a shoe 
thrown towards the end of " the best run of the season," to any of these 
may be fairly compared the end of a peal. Let it be only remembered 
that eight or ten men assemble in the tower, and that their object is to ring 
a peal by more or less difficult methods (consisting of over 5000 changes, 
at the rate of a,bout twenty-four a minute, and probably lasting over 
three hours), the slightest carelessness, manual or mental, on the part 
of any one of the band, the conductor missing a call, or perhaps making 
one a second too soon or too late, a little extra fatigue, the breaking of a 
rope, or the want of oil in the lamp ; any one of these accidents may 
happen ; should they do so one half minute before the end, the peal 
may be lost (t.«., the completeness and success of the attempt^, and the 
ringers leave the tower a defeated party. It must be rememoered also 
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that the mind has quite as much, indeed more, to do with this than the 
muscles ; that bodily fatigue acts much on the mind ; any bodily fatigue 
increases of course towards the end of a peal ; and that, therefore, the 
nearer you get to the end of it the greater your chance of losing it. 
But a man need not necessarily be a ^^peal ringer'* (the technical term 
for a man who goes in for these long peals), to enjoy all the greatest 
pleasure of change-ringing. Is he fond of music % Here he has it ; and 
to the change-ringer's ear there is as much difference in various touches 
and compositions on bells as in various tunes on any other instrument. 
Is he an athlete 1 Here he can exercise all the muscles of his body. Is 
he both ? He combines the two. To many there is also an indescribable* 
charm in the study for the methods and compositions by which changes 
are produced ; and, I think, last and greatest of its charms, it may be a 
great church work. 

When so many poets have written and musicians sung of the tales 
told by the bells, it should be unnecessary for me to point out how the 
teaching of our church may be heralded from our steeples. The merry 
peals at Christmas, the muffled peal which should be rung on Good 
Friday, the silence now so often enforced during Lent, and in many 
other ways, may they not be made to proclaim to ears that would not 
hear the church's story % 

How then is it that they are so often allowed to most despicable of 
uses ? to ring for the races, — ^to ring because one sewage scheme is- 
passed and another rejected, — ^because this gentleman is returned to, 
and that turned out from, the Town Council, — and, worst of all, to be 
rung whole days and nights in miserable ups and downs and rounds 
and rounds in contests for a few paltry money prizes got up by beer- 
house keepers. 

This latter and most grievous misuse of the church bells is one on 
which, as president of the Devon Guild of ringers I am bound to say a 
few words. Our Guild has for one of its main objects the abolition of 
prize-ringing, and the grounds we go upon are these : — In the first 
place, we consider it most unfit that God's house should be made a con- 
test at all. What would be said of clergymen who allowed all the 
sextons in the neighbourhood to collect in their churchyards and dig 
graves for wagers, or, as is recorded in a North Devon tradition as hav- 
ing actually taken place, two clergymen preaching, one in the morning 
and the other in the afternoon, for a pair of leather breeches. 

In the second place, it does distinct harm to the cause of belfry re- 
form in all its aspects. It prevents the ringers from looking on the 
tower as part of God's house ; it prevents them from caring to improve 
themselves as ringers further than what is the smallest part of all ring- 
itig, that of pulling the bells up and down, and ringing a few rounds 
and call changes. I am aware that this objection does not apply to 
prize-ringing in change-ringing counties such as Yorkshire, for there 
the men actually ring long peals of changes lasting from one to two or 
three hours, and these really do require head and brain work, and the 
performance is creditable to the performers. But the ringers themselves 
have lately been makins a movement to abolish such contests, having 
found out the evils of them ; and it allows any and every comer, what- 
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ever his character, to enter the helhj, which, except on rare occasjions, 
ought never to be used by any but the actual ringers. 

In the third place, they are invariably got up by the publicans, and 
lead to drunkenness, fighting, and all kinds of excesses. Thus, with 
the permission of Grod's appointed minister, the actual guardian of these 
instruments dedicated to His service, they are handed over on these 
occasions to be used for the desecration of God's house, and to be the 
direct cause of many of the sins which, Sunday by Sunday, we are told 
to be most displeasing in His sight ! 

I cannot believe that such things would ever be allowed if the case were 
understood, and I trust, as a layman, I may be excused for having brought 
before this Congress the fact that nearly every church tower in England 
possesses a most beautiful instrument which may be the means of doing 
much good or an immensity of harm ; the performers on which will, 
probably, be respectable and intelligent men, or men of a class morally 
and intellectually inferior, according to the nature of the work they 
do ; that of two classes of work to be done on this instrument, one al- 
most must lower the performers, the others may and should raise and 
improve* them ; and I trust I am not presuming on the accident which 
brings me here when I make an earnest appeal to those who have the 
entire power over the bells, to encourage with all their great influence 
the practice of the higher of these two, and at least to use the absolute 
power of veto which they possess to put an end to the abuses which 
still so largely exist in our steeples. 

I had meant here to conclude my paper, but I have said that almost 
every parish church has in its belfry a beautiful instrument, and 
I cannot do so without reminding the Devonshire members of 
this Congress that their Cathedral possesses, as it ought to possess, 
the finest instrument of this sort in the diocese, and probably 
in England. Is it right that its powers should . never be developed ] 
The Cathedral authorities proved in August 1869 that the bells under 
their charge were in a state unfitted for change-ringing. This must 
mean that they are improperly hung. It cannot be caused by the 
weight of the bells, for not long since a single member of the Society 
of College Youths — the chief of the London Change Ringing Societies — 
rang, single-handed, the great bell at St. Saviour's, Southwark (which 
weighs within 12 cwt. of the large bell in Exeter), in a peal which 
lasted for four hours, without any extraordinary fatigue. The restora- 
tion which has been going on lately in the Cathedral will not be com- 
plete till the authorities will allow the facts as to belb and ringing, 
which I have endeavoured to lay before you, so far to sink into their 
hearts as to make them in earnest set about a reformation in their 
ringing arrangements ; for the Exeter Cathedral bells may be so hung 
that ten or eleven men could ring them in the most advanced of change- 
ringing methods. It now takes sixteen men to ring them — they are 
rung by a collection of round ringers and prize ringers from the neigh- 
bourhood, and so badly that I have never yet been able, when outside 
the tower, to distinguish, without difficulty, the number of bells in use. 
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The Rev. F. H. Fisher, M.A., Eural Dean, Vicar of Fulham, 
Chaplain to the Bishop of London. 

As probably all present are not experts in the matter of bells and bell-ringing, it will be 
well to premise two things respecting the sounding of bells, yiz.-^(i.)thatthey may be 
either chimed or rung; and (2.) that, if rung, they may be rung in rounds or set changes, 
or by method. When a bell is chimed, it is either swung through a small arc of a circle 
until it strikes its clapper, or it is struck by an independent hammer, while the bell itself 
remains at rest ; when a bell is rung, it is swung from a position of rest with its mouth 
upwards, through rather more than a complete circle. When a ring of bells is rang in 
rounds or set changes, the bells are sounded in the same order for many successive blows ; 
when they are rung by method, they never strike twice in the same order ; the musical 
difference is much the same as between practising scales and playing a piece of momc. 
When, then, we speak of bells being rung, we shall mean that they are rung, not chimed, 
and rung by method, not in set changes. 

One other point I would mention, which may perhaps be open to controversy. In my 
opinion, bells, as we know them in our English church towers, were always meant to be 
rung. To have them chimed is a confession of a lack of ringers ; for one man can chime 
any number of bells, if they are fitted with proper machinery, but can under no circum- 
stances ring more than one. To have them rung in set changes is a confession of idleness, 
because proper ringing can only be learnt by considerable study and application, 
whereas any one with ordinary physical advantages can ring a bell in rounds. 

With this preface I would venture to lay before you what appear to me to be the proper 
uses of church bells — that is to say, the occasions on which they ought to be, or may l>e, 
properly used. 

ist, I should alway^ put as their chief and primary use to summon our people to 
church. I regard the bells as the external voice of the Church, as Catholic as the Church 
itself. All will not come to hear our service of praise within the walls ; they cannot avoid 
hearing the summons from the tower. I know it has been said that bells ought only to be 
chimed for service. " To the church I summon all," is the legend on the tenor bell which 
I know best, and no one can persuade me that when that bell of more than a ton weight 
was founded with Uiat legend, its founder intended that its summoning voice should only 
be heard in the subdued doubtfulness of chiming. There are other reasons in connection 
with the subject of "ringers as part of parochial organisation" (on which I must 
not trench), why the bells on Sunday should be rung for service ; but if I am right 
in supposing that bells are put in our towers to be rung, and that their primary use is to 
call people to worship, then that is reason enough for a practice which has, I believe, 
many incidental advantages. But while I think it necessary to state thus definitely my 
own opinion that the bells should be rung for the Sunday and other Church services, yet I 
am alivie to the fetct that it is quite possible there may be exceptional circumstances which 
may make the practice undesirable. One reason against it, which I have often heard 
urged, is, that the physical exertion is such as to unfit the ringers immediately afterwards 
to attend the service. I can only say that, in my experience, with the bells well hung, and 
the touch not too long, I have not found the reason a valid one. A much more serious 
danger is lest, when the belfry is open on Sundays, it may become a lounge for non-church- 
goers. The obvious precaution against such an evil is^ that there should be among the 
ringers some one of weight and authority, and that the ringers themselves, who are 
pra^ically masters of the situation, should be taught to regard highly both the dignity of 
their office and the sanctity of the ringing-chamber. If everything, both in respect to the 
bells themselves or to those who ring them, is not in good order, I should at onoe recognise 
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that the drawbacks and dangers attendant on Sunday ringing might very well outweigh 
what I believe to be its natural propriety and possible usefulness. 

2d. The Church's voice should be lifted up, espeoiaUy on her great festiyals. If, as I 
have proposed, the bells are rung on Sundays and at other times for service, there may be 
some difficulty in marking such higher festivals ; perhaps this will be best met by either 
a short touch in the early morning, or before one of the early celebrations. It may 
be impossible to lay down any rules, but it would be clearly easy so to arrange the rhiging 
that the joyous peals on the great days of the Christian year should be readily recognisable 
by the people of the parish as exceptional and appropriate to the day. So, on the other 
hand, the institution of this practice affords a ready manner of marking the penitential 
seasons, during which the ringing may very well give place to the less joyous chiming. 

Then 3rd. There are occasions when most appropriately our bells may send forth in 
public our national joys and sorrows. As the Church is the common property of the 
whole parish, so does it claim to express by its peculiar voice those great waves of feeling, 
which rise above all party and sectarian divisions, and stir the nation as a whole. 

So also 4thly. It is right that on certain occasions the voice of the Church should be 
heard proclaiming the happiness or the losses of her faithful children. No one would wish 
to deny the joyous peal which proclaims to all their neighbours the f&mily joys of some 
parishioner, or to silence the solemn muffled peal which so well speaks their sympathy in 
times of bitter bereavement. Only it must be remembered carefully to what joys and 
sorrows the Church's voice may proclaim her sympathy. They must be such as connect 
the private life^with the privileges and offices of the Church. 

Such seem to me to be the chief uses to which our Church^ bells may be legitimately 
applied, and I would especially remark that I deduce them all from the fact that the sound 
of our bells is the external voice of the Church, and if that is kept in mind, it appear to 
me that we shall be in no danger of desecrating them by making them speak on such 
common and profigtne occasions, as I fear it must be confessed they often in many places 
have done in past years. For instance, the Church, as such, cannot rejoice over the return 
of a parishioner to represent a portion only of a constituency in Parliament, although she 
may very well express her gladness at the safe return from travel of some one whose posi- 
tion gives him influence, or the happy coming of age of one upon whose after-life much of 
the happiness of his native place may depend. No doubt difficult points will in this 
connection be sometimes submitted to the judgment of those to whose custody the bells 
are committed, but I believe they will be most easily met, by remembering that the bells 
speak for all and to all, and that their voice is the Church's note of feeling. 

I come now to a different and rather more difficult branch of my subject. I have said 
that to have a band of ringers requires both study and application, but besides that the 
attainment of proficiency is in itself a source of amusement. Bell-ringing is in fact a trial 
of skill and perseverance such as Bngiishmen delight in, and belKringing can only be 
practised (except in a few exceptional cases, such as Mr. Powell's celebrated tower at 
Quex Park), in the Church tower. The question then naturally arises, how can we justify 
the use of the Church's goods and the awakening of what I have called the Church's voice 
merely for amusement, or as a trial of skill and endurance ? I think that we can easiest 
find a solution of the difficulty in the comparison which naturally suggests itself between 
the Church-choir and the Bell-choir. The Church-choir is in the ordinary way obliged to 
have its practices in the Church, and, while the fact of their being in Church will not be 
forgotten by the members of the choir, yet there must necessarily be in the course of their 
training a different tone and a freer conversation than would be seemly or reverent at 
another time ; very much the same remarks apply to the practising in the Church tower, with 
the only exception that it cannot be done silently as far as people outside the Church are 
concerned, and, therefore, means should be taken to reduce as much as possible, by the use 
of hand-bells or by tying the dappers, the annoyance to the neighbourhood. But then 
there is a further point. Church-choirs not infrequently give or assist in giving concerts, 
and for these they can practise in a schoolroom or elsewhere away from the Church ; what 
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analogous entertMnment can the Bell-choir havel They wish to ring a peal, or shorter 
touches in some intricate method, both to exercise their own skill, and to give thdr fellow- 
parishionen the pleasure of hearing the best mnsic which the Ghuroh tower can give forth ; 
but they cannot remove the bells, and they cannot ring them except within the precincts of 
the Church. May we not wisely say that under such cirounostances the use of the beQs 
for suoh a purpose is abundantly justified t always of course providing that those who thus 
use the bells for pleasure, and the perfecting of themselves in a difficult and engrossing 
trial of [^dll, are willing to and iik the habit of devoting their talent to the higher uses 
of the bells, of which I have before spoken ; and also,' that during such trials of skill, no- 
thing unseemly or irreverent is allowed to take place in the ringing-chamber, which is, as 
much as other parts of the Church, set apart for holy uses. 

With respect to this question of ringing peals or touches for pleasure, there is one ques- 
tion which I think deserves consideration, though I am not prepared to give a dedded 
opinion on it. Is it ever allowable to ring such touches on Sundays? Of course in the 
half hour or twenty minutes before service there is time to do something, but often it is 
hard to get the ringers together on any day but on Sunday, and they may wish to try a 
longer length than can be rung with comfort to themselves or with pleasure to others 
before service. Is there any objection, under such circumstances, to the ringerspractising 
on Sunday evening, say after service, or perhaps, in the country, in the afternoon 1 The 
difficulties are obvious, but perhaps it might be allowable if the privilege of so ringing 
was reserved only for special occasions or picked bands of ringers. I believe that this has 
been tried in some parishes, and that those who have tried it consider that the result has 
been satisfactory. My own feeling is against it, and in my own parish I am sure that it 
would be most undesirable ; at the same time the judgment of others, who have practical 
experience of it, would be valuable. 

In oondnsion, I should be anxious to impress upon all who have the custody of Church 
bells, the great advantage of taking a personal interest in them and in those who ring 
them. No one should be allowed to ring the Church's bells who is not Abondjidememba 
of the Church, and who does not take a pleasure in devoting whatever talent he may hare 
to the service of the Church and the glory of Qod. Let the bells themselves and the 
ringing-chamber be kept clean and in such order and decency as becomes the house of 
God. The same attention should be bestowed upon the selection of the ringers as upon 
that of the choir-men ; and I may add, the same position ought to be granted to them in 
the organisation of the Church -workers of the parish ; but that subject I leave to others. 
My object has been only to endeavour to lay down some principles to guide those who have 
the care of belfries in discerning what are the proper uses to which the Church bells may 
be applied, and in avoiding thereby such abuses as have unfortunately so often disgraced 
our Church towers. 

I cannot conclude without expressing my thanks to the Council of the Congress for in- 
cluding this subject in its programme, and my hope that the discussion of it may lead to 
an increasing interest being taken in what I cannot but consider, from my own personal 
experience, a not unimportant^ though too long overlooked, field for Church work and 
influence. 



The Ebv. J. L. Langdon Fulford, M.A. 

Tbb portion of the subject which devolves upon me is one which, though of great impor- 
tance, can hardly be made interesting ; I must, therefore, crave the forbearance of the 
Congress while I endeavour to treat the question of Ringing as viewed in connection with 
the Church at large, as supplementing that which has already been said of its bearing as 
a portion of parochial machinery by another. 

One of the great marks of the Church revival, which has been going on in England of 
late years, has been the systematic employment of the laity in the various portions of the 
work, which can as well (or better) be done by them, as by the clergy ; bat in all this 
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ringers have been ahnost uniYeraally' forgotten. Andf vliyt Prinoipt^Uy because the 
•clergy hare become ignorant of the art which in former ages of the Ohnrch they practised ; 
And the duty of summoning the people to the worship of God, which originally they per- 
formed in person, has deyolyed upon a class of men, in alas 1 too many cases, known only 
as the greatest drunkurds and roughest men in the parish-^persons who, after having 
called others to Church, put on their coats and walk away to return and do the same 
thing again before the next service ; but who are rarely, if ever, to be seen amongst the 
congregation. 

But brighter things seem in store. The ringers themselves of those places where a 
•happier state of things has prevailed (and they are fast increasing) have bestirred them- 
selves, and have excited in many cases a desire after better things in adjoining parishes. 
They have made the clergy, churchwardens, and other inflivsntial parishioners, feel that 
l)el&7 reform is a step that must be encouraged, and that the ringers demand for them- 
^ves something more than the annual donation of money or liquor, namely, recognition 
hj the authorities of the Church. 

It is a trite saying that '* union is strength ; " but we must not forget it, because it is 
«o. Consider the case of our singers in so many ways analogous to that of the 
dingers. 

What a wondrous improvement is discernible in the mode of rendering the musical por- 
"tions of our Church's worship since choral associations sprang into existence ! Farishes^ 
which have never availed themselves of the opportunity of joining with those around in 
the local union, have, notwithstanding, been greatly influenced by those which have, 
until, at length, very few indeed are the instances in which there has been no amendment 
in the music of the parish church within the last ten or fifteen years. The history of 
choral associations, then, plainly points to the truth that the union of various parishes can 
•effect that which otherwise conld not ))e done. 

And furthei', I would argue that the bond of union is the strongest which is diocesan. 
We read in almost every part of England of the gathering of parochial choirs to offer up 
:a glorious service of praise in the mother Church of the diocese, brought together by an 
-organisation of which the bishop is the natural head. The diocese of Exeter is at present 
without any such central bond of union, the result of which is, that the many small 
associations which have in time past done their best are in many instances defunct, or 
-are showing signs of decay. What has been done for the ch(nrs of our Churches, 
we must, if we are true to our spiritual Mother, do for our belfries. 

The ringers must have the opportunity of meeting with their fellows, and of learning 
how things are done outside the boundaries of their own parish ; ^ey will see the pro- 
gress or the perfection of others in the deep science (for it is so) of ringing— properly so- 
-called, that is, change-ringing — ^and they will endeavour to emulate them, to reform 
.abuses, and to raise the position of themselves and ringers generally in the eyes of 
respectable people; and above all, to be put in their true place as recognised Church 
-workers. 

Then, and not till then, will the belfry be esteemed, as it is as much consecrated 
:ground as the rest of the Church, and be cared for accordingly ; then, and not till then, 
will the ringers be of the same class as the singers, and known as regular and devout 
worshippers, communicants, and consistent Churchmen in their daily lives and 
conduct 

I earnestly plead, therefore, for the recognition of ringers by the Church at large. 
Making societies either coterminous with deaneries, archdeaconries, or (far better than 
either) dioceses. Some such are already in existence, founded upon the same principles, 
and for the most part using the rules— modified according to local requirements—of the 
society of which I have the honour of being the secretary, the Guild of Devonshire Bingers. 
But I would fun hope that in a few years, societies of ringers formed with the objects of 
jiromoting belfry reform, and the cultivation of change ringing, may be found throughout 
the length and breadth of the land. Certain things are necessary before such cdmbinations 
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can be suooessfiil. There mast be found men of good social poeition^ who can bring to*' 
bear npon the ooonsels of the society not merely the benefit of their adnoe, bnt likewise 
their practical acquaintance with scientific ringing. In times past, this would often have 
been an insuperable difficulty ; but now, thanks to those who have added bell-ringing to* 
the yarious exercises of our uniyersities, we may hope that such may be met with ii^ 
most districts. Then, further/the hearty sympathy and coK>peration of church^tuthorities^ 
whether rural deans, archdeacons, or bishops, must be sought for ; and surely these can* 
not be refused, if the need of reform be clearly made out, as it can be, alas ! with too 
great ease. Having obtained these two preliminary requirements of practical knowledge 
and official patronage, the next step should be to oonvene a meeting of all those who are 
known to the promoters to be interested in bell-ringing, and are endeaTOuring after 
improvement in their own belfries ; agree upon rules, elect officers, and float the 8ode^» 
and with a few earnest workers among the officers, it cannot fail to make its way, not per> 
haps very rapidly, but none the less surely. The society having been formed, its Tnodnm 
operandi must depend upon the extent of the district comprised within it. But Its 
meetings will consist of two kinds, namely, general and district. The former will afford 
an opportunity of the assembling together in the worship of Gk)d, in the belfty, and at the 
social gathering of persons of various classes of society, and of proficiency as ringers, to the 
great encouragement of those who meet perhaps with oppositibn in their laudable efforts 
at home, or are inclined to become disheartened at the many difficulties which are eY«x 
tempting the conductor of a young band to despond. 

At the smaller meetings fewer members will assemble, but they will be found rery use- 
fill as affording means of practising scientific ringing, and accustoming the various bands- 
to the use of other bells than those in the steeple of their parish church. But, abore all, 
such combinations of men, engaged in what is troly an important branch of Church work^. 
will tend to deepen their view of the responsibilities of their office, and make them realise 
that the cbai^ge that all things are to be '' done decently and in order," is not only lor the^ 
sacrariums or chancels of our churches, but reaches even to the belfry, it may be, raised^ 
far above the rest of the building, or, as it seems to me it should be, in conspectu eedeme. 

Such societies will render possible, and where possible very impressive, the presence 
of the parish priest in the belfry at that time when, after the conclusion of the muffled 
peal at the end of the year, amid the stillness of the winter's night, many of the inhabitants 
are listening for the joyous notes of the bells declaring the advent of the new year. Mean« 
whUe in the belfry the ringers on bended knee are in spirit united with those who elsewhere- 
in the same words are asking pardon for past imperfect services, and strength to offer here- 
after more perfect ones. 

The/ will enable bells to be dedicated to the service of God and His Church with, 
ceremonies far more befitting the circumstances of the case than the gathering in the belfry^ 
of men, who are better known as frequenters of public houses than the houses of God, and 
who too often come from their cups to profane new rings. Who can &il to realise the fit- 
ness of the first peal upon new bells being sounded forth in the midst of an act of worship- 
in the sight of the congregation, declaring plainly that their purpose is to oonduce to th& 
glory of God, and to proclaim the advent of such joys and sorrows of individuals as are 
connected with their lives as Christians. 

But there is another way in which I am bound to say the duty of the Church towards 
the ringers has been but imperfectly fulfilled. The annual supervision by the lural dean 
of the fabrics ^d ornaments of our churches has rarely, untU of late years, extended ta 
the belfries or bell-chambers ; or, if it has, one can hardly account for the dilapidated oon^ 
ditionof manyabellcage, and the many years' accumulation of dirt, which so often \m^ 

edes one's visit to a tower. 

This neglect has spread further too ; churchwardens, zealous enough, it may be, in their 
efforts to keep the house of GK>d in as substantial repair— we can hardly as a role expect, 
more— as the funds at their disposal will allow, have yet neglected the steeple, until the 
surrounding tokens of carelessness and indifference have had their effect upon the ringers^ 
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and have preTonted the more respeotable parishioners from entering the tower. These are 
eanses which have been silently at work in many a parish until at last any sdenoe in the 
use of the bells has become entirely oat of the question^ and each generation of ringers be- 
comes lower in character than its predecessor. 

Ohnrch restoration has gone on vigorously in this centnry, and improvement in the mode 
of condncting divine service has come with it. Let the Chnrch of England put the noble 
rings of her parochial steeples in order, and we shall see a like change in the character of 
the ringers as is discernible in the case of members of our choirs. 

Ere I conclude I would venture to suggest that a recognition of the ringers as Church- 
workers by bishops on the occasions of their visits to the different parishes would be highly 
esteemed. It would require a far more extensive increase of the Episcopate than is at all 
possible to do this on all occasions or even frequently; but surely cases do occur 
when a passing sojourn in a parish would afford opportunity to a bishop of meeting all those 
who are engaged in various branches of Church work, and of giving them a word of 
encouragement, and making them feel that, however lowly their work may be in the eyes 
of the world, it is work for God^ and as such is of high value in the estimation of our 
Fathers in Gk)d, 



Mr. J. Carpenter Q-arnier, M.P. 

I AM sure we are all obliged to the readers of these interesting papers, and I venture 
to hope that the remarks made will draw attention to the subject, and that the beauti- 
ful towers of Devon and Cornwall will be supplied with a peal of bells and efficient 
ringers. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

FINAL MEETING. 



The Final Meeting was held in the Mechanics' Institute — The 
Mayor of Plymouth in the Chair. 



The Earl of Devon. 

In proposing the first resolution, I feel sure that I shall carry with me your cordial and 
hearty concurrence. It has been a great privilege to be present at the Congress, and 
hear the papers and speeches during the last few days, and I cannot but believe that 
the effect of the discussions and deliberations of the last four days will be to enable and 
dispose earnest people practically to understand each other better, and thus to interest 
and unite all members of the Church of England who have been present upon the occa- 
sion, whatever slight difference of opinion you may entertain, and that you wiU concur 
in the one great feeling of attachment to that Church which is, by the blessing of God, 
established in England. I think, also, that all wiU concur with me in believing that 
the success, harmony, and good feeling that has prevailed, are in no slight degree due to 
the way in which our excellent diocesan has acted as our President. I am restrained 
from saying more in his presence, but I am sure that from the way in which these few 
remarks have been received, you will highly approve of the motion I am about to pro- 
pose : — 

** That the best thanks of the Congress be given to the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop 
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•of Exeter, for the Mndnoiu oture and able and impreHdve manner in which he has pre- 
sided over the deliberations of the Congress. 



The Chairman, 

1 THINK that Bach a resolation as this, moyed by each a distinguished person as the 
Earl of Devon, does not require a seconder, but I will ask you to hold up your hands 
who are in favour of its being carried. 
Tbe resolution was agreed to by acclamation. 



The Right Rbv. the President. 

This evening there is a good deal to do, and it is not the time to make long speeches, 
and more particularly am I called upon to be careful how I exceed due limits, because I 
began the Congress by recommending that we should not let eveiything evaporate in 
mere talk, and it has been my duty to enforce a rather strict rule which held all speakers 
with a very close restraint. But I suppose I may be allowed to express the great interest 
I have taken in the proceedings, and my sense of the great value of much of that which 
has been read and spoken to you. I almost think it would be worth while, if for no 
other purpose, to hold a Congress for the purpose of hearing such a paper as that read 
by the Dean of Manchester, which, I believe, is really a permanent and valuable contri- 
bution to the literature upon the subject. I wish that we had had more papers on that 
precise point — on that branch of the subject which the Dean of Manchester did not 
-then touch upon. I was also struck, not a little with various speeches that were made, 
and I suppose different members of the Congress must have felt, some the power of one 
speech, and some the power of another ; I could not listen, for instance, without lively 
interest, to such a man as Archdeacon Beichel, to the Dean of Durham, Canon Ashwell, 
and I particularly felt what was said by Mr. Shelly. I do not mean that others did not 
speak with equal ability, but I mention those with which I was particularly struck. The 
list of subjects discussed is of such a character that some speeches or some papers are sure 
to be of use to all, and we shall go away with the impression that we have heard something 
worth hearing, and which will probably remain in our minds and do us real good, and 
help us in the work we have to do. I shall long remember the Pljrmouth Congress, 
and I shall remember with gratitude much that I have heard and seen, and I say seen, 
because I could not but be struck, not only with the speakers and their subjects, 
but also with the audience. I could not but be struck with the quietness and orderli- 
ness and perfect tolerance which has characterised all the meetings at which I have 
been present. There was, no doubt, now and then, a strong expression of feeling ; but 
not more than any one would be prepared to meet with. Then I was also struck 
with the forbearance with which a great deal was listened to that must have been rather 
painful to a great many. I do not know that there could have been any assembly 
in which subjects of such deep interest, and in some cases, calculated to excite such 
very warm feelings, were discussed, and the discussions listened to in a more Christian 
spirit, and I am only glad that I have an opportunity to express what I think on 
that matter. I wish to propose in my turn ** That the best thanks of the Congress 
be given to the Mayor and inhabitants of Plymouth for the kind way in which the 
•Congress has been received, and the hospitality offered to the members." The arrange- 
ments which have been made, and the way in which those arrangements have been 
carried out, seem to me to be really beyond all praise. We could not have had better 
accommodation, and the kindness of the Mayor and Corporation in granting the use of the 
■Guildhall, which has been so admirably prepared, has contributed very largely to the 
complete success of our Congress. I am sure all who have come to Plymouth, and 
^ho did not know this part of England before, will go away with a very grateful sense 
of all that has been done to make their visit exceedingly pleasant, and to show them 
that they are welcome. 
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IMat I be allowed to seoond this resolution. I do feel myself, as the representative 
^ Church CongresMS — and the only one by whom they will be represented at the 
olose of this meeting — I do feel extremely grateful for all the kindness shown to us 
during this visit. I was not prepared to find such a beautiful town. Plymouth does 
not come behindhand for surprises, nor is it to be beaten for hospitality by any of the 
other places that the Church Congress has yet visited. I was not prepared for such 
a beautiful church, and I was not prepared for the kindness, courtesy, forbearance, 
and I may say Christian love, not only of Churchmen, but Nonconformists too, which 
has been shown to us visitors. I am sure we shall all go away with feelings of deep 
thankfulness to God for His great goodness in causing all the deliberations to go on 
with such success. We most heartily offer our thanks to the Mayor who so well 
represents the high principles and sturdy hofiesty of Plymouth, and to all the 
•inhabitants, who, I hope, will be no worse, but a little better, for the holding of the 
Congress here. 

The President. 

I WILL put this resolution to the meeting, and in doing so will add a word to what I 
have already said. I was not aware of the very large extent to which we are in- 
•debted to the Nonconformists for their kind hospitality. Such kindness does them 
-the very highest honour, and on my own part, and on the part of the Congress, I 
•desire to express emphatically our sense of their Christian feeling towards Church 
people on such an occasion as this, at which time it is a kindness doubly welcome to 
the hearts of Churchmen. 

The resolution was adopted with enthusiasm. 



The Mayor of Plymouth. 

My Lobd Bishop op Exetbb, my Lobd, Ladies and Gentlemen,— I was only told a 
fihort time ago that I had another duty to perform than merely to receive you at the 
Guildhall, and, but for that reminder, I should have lost the whole of these proceed- 
ings. On behalf of the inhabitants I thank you, for myself I need no thanks. For 
the inhabitants of Plymouth I thank you, and you have not over-stated what they 
iiad in their hearts, and they have shown to a great extent a desire to give you all 
a hecurty welcome. Whatever we do at home is done sturdily, and honestly, and 
truthfully ; and we fight sometimes very severely amongst ourselves to find out what 
that truth is. I believe it will be conceded that the meetings have received the 
|>apers and speakers in all fairness and justice ; and, indeed, with the greatest kind- 
ness and tolerance. I am delighted to find that you have been so pleased with 
Plymouth, but I cannot receive for myself all that you, my Lord Bishop, have been 
pleased to say of me. It was my desire to do my best, but I was told that no hospi- 
tality of a certain kind should be oflfered. The Vicar of St. Andrew's, however, stole 
a march on me on Monday, and all I could do was to invite as many of you as I can 
.accommodate to-night. If I have omitted to invite any visitors it is not from any 
feeling of discourtesy, but rather from inadvertence, for the selection of names has 
been an arduous task, and but for the help of the committee, who have given me 
the names of thope visitors from a distance, I am afraid I should have found it 
.•almost beyond me, It would be unworthy of my position, and a dear lover of the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



396 Final Meeting, 

Church of England, not to express in the warmest terms the great pleasure with whicb 
I have attended many of the Congress meetings. I did express a hope at the com- 
mencement of its sittings that the visit of the Congress would be beneficial to all 
parties in Plymouth, and I have been delighted and instructed, but at the same time, 
some things I have heard and seen have grieved me. Of course, with differences of 
opinion that is to be expected, but I do hope that the benefit that we have had of 
listening to such men — thoughtful, pious men of the Church — ^will have its due 
weight with Plymouth. It is a place, I do not hesitate to say, of intelligence and 
thoughtfulness, and what you have said or read will be carefully considered by all of 
us. I beg to express my thanks, for I feel that it is a great privilege to listen to 
such prominent and distinguished Churchmen as we have heard here. 



The Bishop of Trinidad. 

I HAVE been requested.to propose a resolution which I anticipate will be well received. 
It is as follows : — " That the cordial thanks of the Congress be presented to the 
readers and speakers for their able and important services." I have come from a 
distant colony, but I am an old Plymouthian, bom and bred; and both as a bishop and 
a native of this town I ask you to accept this resolution. I have taken the greatest 
delight in the meeting of Congress. We working clergy of the colonies have to come 
to England occasionally to get our health recruited after spending years in an exhausting; 
climate, but in addition to restored health there are other benefits to be received in 
coming to the mother country. This is the home of the Church, and one of the 
benefits we from a distance get is the benefit of having our hearts warmed, and our 
spiritual life raised, by contact with the stirring religion we find on all hands, and it 
is a blessing to know of the earnestness of all this vigour and all this strength in our 
native land. I feel that if I had come across the Atlantic simply to hear this morn- 
ing's meeting I should not have come in vain. I feel that my attendance at this 
Congress has been an intellectual treat and a spiritual refreshment. I have had the 
greatest joy in listening to so many admirable papers and addresses ; there is far 
more than I can digest at present, but I shall look forward to see those speeches in 
the Report which will be issued from the press in a few weeks. But there is a feel- 
ing that has been coming over me during the Congress, and which|ha8 gained greater 
strength as we proceeded. This feeling has been, that these gatherings are a foretaste 
of a something better to come. Then will all our differences and fightings come to 
an end, and we shall be still. Here during this meeting, all those variety of opinions 
which agitate us have been as it were merged in a sea of kindness, and we have felt 
that whatever our differences may be, still we are bound together as fellow-citizens 
of the same earthly sanctuary, members of the same living body, and partaking o 
the same spirit. One of the results of this meeting will be to send me back, to my 
diocese with many a new thought, many precious hopes strengthened, and with many 
an earnest anticipation of that greater gathering, when all these prejudices will have 
passed away, and our prejudices will be perfected in heavenly bliss, and where our 
sense of fellowship and union with each other will have no qualification ; but as our 
blessed Lord is one with the Father and the Holy Spirit, so we shall be one with a. 
perfect union of heart and mind throughout eternity. 



Canon Erskine CiiAREE. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the vote of thanks on behalf of the clerical 
readers and speakers. I think the Uianks are rather due to the audience. It is a. 
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pleasure to any one to have the opportunity of communicatiDg his thoughts to 
interested listeners, but it is a special pleasure and honour to do so to such a 
gathered assembly as we have seen in the great hall during the Congress, and really 
the thanks are due to the audience who have received the papers and addresses 
rather than to the readers and speakers. Perhaps we of the clergy ought to be 
specially grateful, for we are accustomed to address the people from that ''coward's 
«astle " the pulpit, where no one can dispute our assertions. At a Congress, we 
have the wholesome advantage of addressing an audience who can express approval 
or disapproval, and so let us know what they think. As I have been present at 
these Congresses from their very commencement, I can speak confidently of the 
benefit the clergy have received from such free discussion, and I do think the thanks 
of the readers and speakers are due to you, ladies and gentlemen, for receiving 
with so much kindness and sympathy what has been read and said. 



Mr. W. F. S. Powell. 

In one brief word I return thanks for the lay readers and speakers, but I will make 
this one observation. I have been present at many Church Congresses ; this Con- 
•gress has been a source of great encouragement, for we have had evidence of a tolerant 
audience, with an absence of any hard and rigid'uniformity of thought, and we have 
had the unity of spirit which is characteristic of the Church people of England. We 
liave had the co-operation of the clergy with the laity, and I do hope and believe that 
this co-operation will increase and become more and more abundant every year ; and 
I do believe that in this country there will be an increase of the power, influence, and 
usefulness of the Church of England, which in the coming generation will render the 
Church a more valuable instrument in the hands of the great Qod of heaven for the 
«vangelisation, not of the English people only, but for all the inhabitants of the civi- 
lised world. 



Abchdeacon Bagnall. 



I BEo to propose '"That the best thanks of the Congress be given to the executive 
committee and the officers for their services in connection with this meeting of the 
Congress." The only reason that I can divine why this resolution is given to me to move 
is, that I am one of the greatest strangers, and coming from a country 6000 miles 
away, it is supposed that I may judge impartially. I am afraid that the terms of 
the resolution can only express very imperfectly the thanks due to the executive 
•committee. A person must have been a member of the committee to know the 
amount of forethought, industry, and the great amount of patience required to prevent 
blunders and mistakes, and to get through the work. I was present at the second 
Congress held at Oxford, and although that took place at a time so long ago, I think 
it contrasted very fairly with the arrangements of this Congress. His Lordship, the 
President, has spoken of the subjects which impressed individuals most^ and the one 
thing which impressed me was the excellence of the little book, with a map and 
other directions, issued for the guidance of strangers to Congress. I have been told 
by experienced men that it is the very best form of programme ever issued. Another 
that has struck me is the great civility I have met with on eveiy side. 
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The Presedbnt. 

No one can feel more than Ido how much is doe to the committee for making the* 
arrangements which hare worked so well, without any friction, and the completeness- 
of which has been such as I should neyer expected to have fonnd. 
The resolution was carried by acclamation. 



Archdeacon Earls. 

I HAVE to return thanks for the Committee, but your thanks are chiefly due to Mr» 
Wilkinson, Mr. Bird, Mr. Brooking Rowe, Mr. Holberton, and others, who really 
worked as one man. There was one most pleasant and remarkable feature in the 
work of the Committee, for although we had differences of opinion, and dlTisions of 
nine to nine and seven to seven throughout the whole of the Committee, there was a 
tenderness and regard for the scruples of others which was most gratifying, and the 
unanimity that has marked this Congress displayed itself first in the Committee. 
Every member of the Committee had felt it to be his duty to pray every night for 
the unanimity of the Congress, and I feel that we have been greatly privileged in 
having so quiet and peaceful a gathering. As I have told the Bishop before, those 
who know Plymouth are aware that this could not have happened ten years ago. 
I have been rebuked for using the word " patience " but if we are only patient for 
ten or twenty years hence, there will be, I am certain, after us a living and united 
Church. 

Mr. Arthur Mills, M.P. 

I Bsa to move *' That hearty thanks be given to the Vicar of Plymouth for his many 
labours connected with the Congress, and for the use of the Parish Church, and the 
various services during the week." I feel that when we are thanking everybody, all 
round, we ought not to omit Mr. Trilldnson. He is the most persevering business mani 
I ever knew. He wrote to me asking me to become a guarantor, and when I did not; 
reply to his letter, he wrote me another (laughter), and then he wrote to ask me to read 
a paper, and when I declined, he pressed me to make a speech. I can, therefore, testify- 
to his zeal. J have watched Mr. Wilkinson, during the Congress, and noticed how mer* 
cifully he dealt with the papers and speeches, ever inclining towards the speakers, and 
pleading against the strict rule of the President, and I never saw such impartiality a» 
that displayed by Mr. Wilkinson. 
The resolution was carried by acclamation. 



The Rev. C. T. Wilkinson. 

I AH much obliged for the resolution you have just passed, but it has come on mo 
rather by. surprise, for I did not expect that my name would be singled out from 
my co-secretaries. In the first instance, I was not a strong advocate for the Church 
Congress coming to Plymouth, not because I undervalued its work, but because I 
feared some difficulties might arise, but I can truly say that it would have been utterly 
impossible for any committee to work more heartily or more tmitedly than we have 
done. I can second what the Archdeacon of Totness has said about the unanimity of 
the committee. May I return thanks on behalf (^ my co-secretaries. We determined 
that if possible this Congress should be a success. It has been a work of great anxiety 
to us, but we trust we have done our duty, and our reward is gained if the arrange- 
ments made have contributed to the success of the meeting. I don't think we ought 
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to overlook the tmbsidiarj meetings. In Devonport, as well as in Plymoath, many 
valuable and most striking addresses have been delivered to the working-classes. This 
Congress has also given me the opportunity of putting some eminent men into 
my pulpit, and has enabled the people of Plymoutii to hear some very eloquent 
praaohers of the Ohurch. Last night we listened to a very powerful sermon, and the 
whole of the sermons in St. Andrew's have been good and striking. I trust that we- 
may be stirred up to greater seal for the Lord, who requires that we should con> 
seorate ourselves, body and soul and spirit, to Him who has bought us with His i»recioua 
blood. 



The Right Rev. the President. 

Abohdiacon Ehisbt, — I have been requested by many members of Congress to pre* 
sent you with this address: — ** Address of CongreUuUUion to Archdectcon Emery. — 
Having heard of the accident that befel you and your family a few weeks back, the 
members of the Church Congress are anxious to join friends from your own diocese in 
offering their hearty congratulations to you upon, and thanksgiving to God for, your 
miraculous escape from all serious injury. We cannot be unmindful of your relation to 
us as our permanent secretary, or of your zeal in first organising, and your self-denying 
labours in assisting in the arrangements for each succeeding Congress. And we have- 
requested the President, in our name, to offer you these congratulations. We also 
desire to present a small purse of sovereigns by way of thank-offering towards any 
Ohurch work that you may select." 



Nelson. 

E. H. Winton. 

Harvey Carlisle. 

C. Perry (Bbhop). 

Edward Bickersteth, D.D. 

J. Hannah (Archdeacon). 

W.Lee. 

C. P. ReicheL 

C. Louguet Higgins. 
Lovelace T. Stamer. 
Henry Clark. 

J. Erskine Clarke. 

D. Bobertson. 

Wm. Walsham How. 

B. Beynolds Bowe. 
J. T. Jeffcock. 

J. Watson, jun. 

C. W. Bond. 
C. H. Campion. 
G. Venables. 
Taylor Ashworth. 
J. H. Hes. 

G. Buckle. 

W. Wells Gardner. 

E. H. Perowne, D.D. 
W. D. Maclagan. 

E. Herford. 
Dawson CampbeU. 
George Skey. 

A. J. B. Beresford Hope, M.P. 
G. A. Denison (Archdeacon). 

B. W. Bandall. 
Walter G. F. Phillimore. 



H. Fearon (Archdeacon). 

G. Martin, D.D. 

Francis S. Powell. 

John G. Talbot, M.P. 

B. M. Cowie (Dean of Manchester). 

Edward Garbett. 

Edward Hoare. 

Alfred T. Lee. 

B. Thornton, D.D. 

Charles Bull, M.A. 

J. A. Shaw-Stewart. 

W; B. Clark. 

B. P. Douglas, Bart. 

Henry Temple. 

J. Carpenter Gamier, M.P. 

B. M. Grier. 
Wyndham S. Portal. 
Henry Sanders (Archdeacon). 
Charles O. Goodfort. 
William Saumarez Smith. 

G. H. Moberly. 
S. Childs Clarke. 

C. E. Shirley Woolmer. 
William B. Ady. 

S. J. Eales. 
£. Arthur Salmon. 
Ernest J. A- Fitzroy. 
C. T. Wilkinson. 

A. Earle (Archdeacon). 
J. Brooking Bowe. 

B. Bawle (Bishop of Trinidad). 
Edward Ede. 
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The President continued : — 

I TAKE this opportunity of ezpressing my admiration of jour services, and I do not 
know a Secretary who so understands his work so well as you do. I do not helieve 
it is possible to find any one with whom the Committee could work so cordially as 
I have felt we can all do with you. It is a very gratifying circumstance to me, that 
the Church Congress has given me an opportunity of making myself acquainted with 
you. The purse of sovereigns is not here, because a large number of subscribers have 
not given their subscriptions. 



Archdeacon Emery. 

I HAD no expectation of what has happened to-night, and I feel really oppressed. God 
in His love has spared me. I feel that life has been given me by His great mercy 
that I might repent and seek to serve Him better than I have done, by His help and 
.grace. I shall never forget the awful moment, when I thought I and those dearer to 
me than my life— my wife and my five children — were going to destruction. I feel 
that Qod in His mercy has given me more time — ^time to do what I have felt I should 
have done. I am very thankful to my friends for this token which I am not worthy ol 
What I have done for Church Congress I have done for .God, and to strengthen our 
Church. Soon after Church Congresses commenced I lost one who, by his earnestness 
and energy, really founded them — William Beamont of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
— and I felt myself alone in the work. We have had a very successful Congress. 
The work is of God, for His blessing has marvellously rested on Church Congresses. 
There is some difference of feeling about it, but I can look back now for sixteen years, 
and am convinced that God has blessed Congress to the stirring up of souls, to the 
building up of souls, and in deepening the love and respect of the clergy and laity 
for one another. Dissenters as well as Churchmen. I cannot but see dark and 
troublous days coming, yet I cannot but believe that the work done will save us 
in some respects from utter darkness and lead us to light. I am thankful to my 
friends for the purse. Gk>d has blessed me from my youth up. He blessed me with 
41 good education, procured by the hard labour of dear parents, and has marvellously 
helped me since. I want nothing for myself. What is so kindly given now shall 
-certainly be devoted to that which shall most help forward good work in a parish or 
parishes that may seem to me most in need. I can only thank you deeply. May 
<^od help us in the future, and may we gain, in unity and love, that blessed portion 
i-eserved for the saints purified and made white in the blood of the Lamb. 

The Congress was then dissolved with the Apostolic Benediction. 
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